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“Often this kind of behavior
develops into a paranoid idea-
tion,” said Dr. Hastings. “The
person distrusts others, feels
that if he lets his guard down,
they will hurt him.”

Difference Is Unelear

In severe cases, the psychia-
trists explain, the person be-
comes unable to distinguish be-
tween his own imagination and
reality. :

Yet another similarity among
the three convicted assassins
and the suspected assailant is
that they led lives of repeated
failure—a failure that the psy-
chiatrists say should be
measured against the person’s
own estimate or fantasy of his
capabilities.

Oswald, the assassin of Pres-
ident Kenndy, had to be hailed
as hero when he defected to
the Soviet Union and was
crushed to find the Russians
did not want him. Ray was a
constant drifter, in and out of
prison. many times. He fancied
himself a jailhouse lawyer but

when he spoke he damaged his

case. Sirhan wanted to be a
diplomat but flunked out of
college, planned to become a
famous jockey and got a job as
an exercise boy but was thrown
from a horse and quit.

Mr. Bremer’s life is similar.
His notebooks show that at
various times he hoped to be
a great writer or photographer,
but he could only get jobs as a
janitor and bus boy.

“What happens when such a
loveless, lonely, hating, frus-
‘trated, psychically and socially
jalienated and incoordinated
man attaches himself to a poli-
tical movement with profound
and wide appeal?” asked Dr.

Lawrence Z. Freéman of the
University of Chicago.

“If-his alienation and psychic
incoordination are not paraly-
zing, he may become the lead-
er of a movement which pro-
jects into political and military
action his private murderous
hate,” he said. “However, when
such a man lacks sufficient co-
hesion of personality to stir, or-
ganize and direct others, he
may become an assassin.”

Dr. Abrahamsen believes that
such men sometimes choose to
kill persons who have achieved
what they themselves wish to
be but can never hope to be.

Thus Oswald, a leftist who
once said he could become Pre-
mier of Cuba, killed a liberal
President who already led a
powerful country. If Mr. Brem-
er did, in fact, shoot Governor

he said.

Wallace, it may have been be-
cause he wanted to be like Mr.
Wallace and could not be, Dr.
Abrahamsen said.

Dr. John Spiegel, director of

the Lemberg Center for the
Study of Violence at Brandeis
University, is another expert
who does not consider Ameri-
can assassination attempts a re-
flection of the violence or sick-

|ness of society.

“We've always been a gun-
toting, trigger-happy society,”
“Guns and violence
have traditionally been an inti-
mate part of American life. But
the "assassinations we’ve had
don’t really stem from that. All
the evidence is that they are
different. They’ve resulted eith-
er from a personal grudge or
mental disturbance.”

1



