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Three Yeare Later -- A Look Back at the A\ssassination

Vs et

: MR. DM?: This is Sid Davis with a Spcéiazl "Washington

-'Viewpc»in't;;" Cur g‘uest this évcning is Maleolm M. Kilduff, pa.rtnef B
- ﬁn the firm of ;-Iorion and Iﬁ}duff,, a e:onip%my which specializes in.
-i.ndué&rlaxl ~ud peblic relations.

. M. Kﬁilgluff was an Assistant Press Secreta.r?,@:o the late .
President .Jvo-t'm F. Keonedy, and he Waé the only Pre@s' Secretary on
duf:y‘:tn Tallas when the» President was ‘a.s"sas sinated.

Thf@:evyéars have pas ggd since you broke the news {o those
of ug i".n»re and to the world that Jolm/F0 Kennedy was d@adt ‘:M#c,
do you believe, as the Warren Commission states, that Lee C;.)swald.“f' “
acted %s one in killing the v?reside-nt ? |

MR. XILDUFF; I have absolutely no doubt, Sid, that Lee

Harvey Oswald comrmitted the act on his own and that there was no
- consplracy inv@lvad; as bas been insinuated in many books, and is
a belief which is actually widespread in Europe. I just dou't believe -

- ik,

MR. DAVIS: What do ybu think of these books ? We've seen .
4 rash of publications in magazines, published books, even lectures. .

that question the conclusions of the Warren Commission report.

MR. KILDUFF: Well, I believe there have been some thirty -
four books and articles written. I may be a few numbe rs off on that,

Sid, Bat I think they are pure garbage. 1think they are written by
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peopls seho have abtempted to capitalize on bl assassination of

the President for thear own pereonal gain. None ;.if HJ.L;,m hnwz-z

been written by people who weré-; in Dallas at the i;ime . OF Were
privy to any of the conversations or te p@rsmhmi In the White House.
. I.ija.mt dresn't manke' s:énm to me. These people f.'j\"h“. bean Q.fritirig

from thzory, frem pure theory.

MR. DAVIS: Some of them claim that the Worren Cera-

“mission carne out with its report too fast. Do you think that they

tool a deliberate amoant of tive ?

MR KILDUFE: Ithink they tried to do a5 thorough a job

Lrad

as would be posgible. Th: Warren Commission Report came out in
October of 1964 and I really think that they did a9 thorcugh.a job as

possible .

MR. DAVIS: The Commis sidn concluded that two shots -

struck ths President, and that the second bulict went through both

s

Cihe Presidoat and Governor Jjobn Comwm@lly of Texas. Yoo were riding

in the fourth aar bebind the President, as 1 recall,  How manvy shots

#

did you hear?

-+

MR KILDUFF: in my mind, there ware Ihree shote fired.

¥ have veriiied that with other prople who were riding in the same
¥ K At & . . % arn o : -
cav. 1 have verified ft with Socret Service Agents,. ldo not, however,

agree - -and this 3z the only disagreement thak I have with the Warren



Kewsnedy's neck then entered Governor Commally's shoulder, ribs,

. Cammission Reparie«that the shot that wend thron ch Pre glde nt

wrist and thigh. The Wartven Commiseion Report shews a bullet, |

- a perfsct bullet. I have talked to ballistic expe rts,. who say that it

‘would not be possible for a bullet Lo travel through that much mass

and come out tn such perfect condition., It just plain ign't possible.
When @ bullet hits, it starts o tamble. That bullet would have %ad

. , ‘ i
to go through (o0 much mass to come out o the condition thast {& did.,

The picture shows, in a recent magazine, i to be in almost perfect

condition, with the rifling cornplete, and lhat s the onlv tinding, and

N

‘this i a result not only of my own freling, my own investigation, but

also as a direct feeling of Governor Connally.. I have discossed this

Cwith Govervor Connally. Gove rnor Connaliy heard the first ahot. He

N

Crhght ?

The second shot. hit Governor Convally in the shoulder and came out |

staried to tums. . ...

P

MR. DAVIiS: By the first shﬁt» you're talking sbout the -one

 in eddition to what the Warren Commissiin is talking abont, is that -

,

A

'

MR . KILDUFF: That's correct, _ Goyerhor Conually feels,

as 1feel, that the first shot did hit Pree!dont Kennedy in tise neck.

below his righﬁbrehet, aé}d it then entered his wrist and part of it went
into his leg. As a matter of fact, { have on;the highest authnfity,

PN

-
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information that parts of that bullst are still in Governor Cbnne:lly'sv

"1eg, So,, therefore, it would not be possiblé, as the Warren Com-

- mission states, that that bullet came out as clean as it did.

MR. DAVIS: You're saying the Warren Commission has as

evidence a bullet that is not mis éing a fragmeni:, and you're claiming

. that a fragment of that bullat is in Cove rnor Connelly ?

MR, KILDUFF: That is correct,

MR. DAVIS: What is your higbest authority ? Do you care

to ‘tell me ?

MR. KILDUFF; It comes from a former member of Gove rnor

Cénnell y's staff.

MR, DAVIS: Indue time, we're supposed to see what some

paople call the Kﬁnned‘y authorized account of many important develop-

ments on that day in Dallas, I'm talking about William Manchester's
book, "The Death of a President.". Now ‘Looky-'Ma gazine has announced -

that it will publish excerpts from that book this January. I understand

wore promised that his bock would not be publishsd for five years after

the asgassination. How do yéu feel about the agreement tc\;\permit Look

'~ Magasina to publish exce fpts sooner than five years ?

MR, KILDUFF: Well, very frankly, Sid, I feel a little bitter

about it, for the simple reason that Bill Manchester stated to me,

- that you and numerous other people who were interviewed by Manchester
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aceording to my own diary, o;ri ths allernocon .o{' April 4, 1964 tha'
neitber hig bosk nor any pért of his bo'olk would be published for ar
.le':-aat a paricd of five years. I wrote Mr. Manchaester about thia lass
: i\ugu.a-'t.; vH@ replicd to me inalettor in S@ptamﬁer tha;t he was
delipghted to ln@:;.r from e, not that that really means an awful

lot. But he eﬁéles&d with a press release dated Ma.:rch 26, 1964
sctting forth f'h;s i‘ﬁrms nnde r which he worked and is continui-ng to
“work, and also he gave m'.e his a;ssurapws that all material was
being treatad with Laste and xfeve rence for histoﬁf,, and that wicer
man than th;@ au&h#rvare gitting in jud grment on the text. And tha!
years later mrhaps anothar g&ditimi may be publisﬁed wi;ﬁ material
which will not be pubiislﬁd in the first adif;icn, Now, ¥ happen to
k'.'rm%;v tha;t in the cﬂgﬁnal agree ment entered ‘intn bétwéen Robert F.,;
Fenuady, then Attorney Gens ral, that the agréfarﬁent: stated that the
-éarnplei:e *.,xf sﬁall be mvieWedvby Mrs. Jokir% Ff. Kenned*}v and Robert
, Y K«anneﬁv a,ud‘i:hzs' text shall not be'léublisb@d unless and until approved
b'y tbem(‘ it iu,rt}:.@ r‘ states .tha& the book may not be vlvsublli.shed be fore
November 22, 1958‘ ‘unless Mrs. ‘Kemmsdy deslgnates ‘.z prior date,
- and it shall be puﬁliah&d at such date the maftrﬁf a8 _e;}_imu be mutuslly
af;g;anat::le to the -cr:ntr‘m.cr.ing part‘ws.av..‘ [ have rf:uw-am to know that Mrs,

Kenncdy has at no time given either oral or wrilten permission for-

publication of the book or any portion the reof prior to Novembe v 22,

C -
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- 1968. Therefore, my only conclusion has to be that Bill Mamclwza!:arf"
has violated this writlen a greémem‘.‘.

MR. DAVIS: Are you surs that the Look Magazine pieces

will be excerpts from the book?

MR. KILDUFF: Yes, they have to be. And furthermore,

thay have to be drzgwf; from information which he obtained as a result
' éf interviews made in connection with the ’prepara;f:ion of the‘bookp_

~ So, therefore, no mattar how fou cut that m&‘ﬁﬁ&,rdv it still tums out

" that he is violating the basic agree ment. that he signebd in, 1 believé

it v;raf;_ March 24.,. 1964, notwithstanding the fact that under a pwss“
releatc 'ﬁgted March 26, 1964, to which I just réfezjmd,, there is a
parmg‘relph that says that this is a lonjg-term project ...and puablication
of the book may not he expeéted b&fomlthfee to five years, This \

press release certainly does not override the written contract between

Robe rt Keonedy and Bill Manchester.

MR. DAVIS: How did you come about giving Mr, Manchester
an interview ? Arnd how long did you spend with bim ?

. MR, KU_.D UFF: I spent about six or asven hours with him,

a whole afterncon, actually, 8ix or seven hours, 1 would say, with
_ Manchester,

M;R . DAVIS: Were you told to do this ?
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MR. KILDUFF: Yes, I was told to do this.

- MR. DAVIS: There haveAbecfx xépoz-ts recenty that she
Manchester book--and these are only reports, of courssy, tha: the
AMa,ncmaster book may ba‘ upsetting to both the Johnsons ttd the
Kennedys. This, you hear arou;ud Washingtom Do you kvow of

any developme ;1&9 following the assassination in Dalii3 thyl might

be an embarrassment to either party ?

MR, KILDUFF: Well, Sid; Ithink at a time lice that,
everyone was under a great deal of stre‘ss_.and strain, an\ a lot of
’f:lgings were said, and a lot of things were Jone that time wsuld haq,"e
‘healed. X se‘e. no reason for them to be brought up at this particvlar
#ime. Yes, in dixfect answer to ydur‘ queistion, yes., 1 think ‘hat
there are things that happened, especially on the plane corhin;; back,
-that could be ambari‘assing to both the K.enned&s and to tle Johnsons.

MR, ‘DA.VIASgA What happened on the plane coming inack?

MR. KILDUFF: Well, Sid, Tve been asked on seveval

occasions to reveal some of that material. Some of it has coms

out in a way I've bec;n offered a great deal of ‘mone ¥, as a matier

of fact, to write that trip. But I feel that, a,nd‘ I have so stated, that..
in-publithhat when you have tbe privile ge of serlving a President of
tbse' United Sf:ates, and Idon't care whether he is a Republiéam or a

- Democrat, whether be is a Kennedy or a Johnson, that that privilegod

‘\‘
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=,

information shond remadn privile ged.

421&& DAVIS: A recent iseue of the .5, News and World

Report lndicals e i:ha there was some friction aboard the plane between
the Johnson and f.’\".unm;:c}y p@aplé:,, and they quote 2 sovrce as saying
that gorms of these Llittle incddents, some of these little irritations

took place on the way badk to Wa,s'hingi',on,1 Vou wers aboard the plane.

E’ER, KE}_.;DUI“F s I think some of the old l‘}léaolwcmn,ds;: W Pa

raopened, rehashed, thougbt about, and agein I say that this is as a

direct raselt of, if vou will, the intense emotional feeling ab the Ltime.

U

MR DAVIS: Was there a conscicus effort to block Pre 'fd« nt

TR DR sl eam STy WG T RGESY

Johnson's leaving Afr Force Lhere in Washington as U.5. News indi-

ot

‘czies, by a member or membsrs of the .Kmnmf}y fomily or stalf?

"MR. XKILDUFF; President Johnson did fiel that he should
actompany Mrs. Eﬁ;mmd'y feom Afr Force Las the body of the late

President was being brought down tha steps. When we az rived at
‘ v T " R A : '
.'Ansr wan Alr Ferce Base, we foand &'.:htg—z forklifs waiting thers, ratber
. - i X ) .

¥

toan a pale of staps.  The people, and br—sr were members of the

Fronody st

if, plus certain Secret Service Agents, had zo filled up
that forklidl that it was not possible {or President Johnson to get oo,
M ,.m,f phku‘bllv wasn't possible. I jumped off the plave a hd rod

c;{ow“n on the forklift and almosi got caugbt up in the gears. That

HAorkliit remaloed in place so long that President Johnson never got
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4 vhatca to get off thy p’lmw
Lt ’ . v . )
MR DAVIS. Whm. ' @ z,lcmp vou dd, war thetre a deliberat
eifoxt 8o prevant Prer sdmx Joh ason from Lesving the sivplans with (1
offrcinl pariy 7 '
MR, KIWWUFER Well, whether or ndt this was u delibarate ‘
yitort or rot, T wotll oot vare to speculate on &, Dof, ecertaing Yo k
it wag deliberate, it rorked, because ihere were s many people in
‘the reav of the plane toat it was W‘npub sible for Prezident Jobnson th
pet off the plane with th: casket and fo pay his respects to Mr
Kennedy before the amtilares deparis
get a set of st

taps up for Vresidend .

d and bafore wo were abl

MR DAVIG:

RAW
Bl AT . A S €

T yeeall buater

Th »e

PACEL R

aewing you and yoeunvecounted gome of the Pr
L after the shouting

" $de . ity
g, to uce yém‘ W \;.a‘cs,,, gc:fn"xu:s of his
‘o, roneeiv for some other }paro?lef, ;- WNow, Ehie
1 bake rl. s *-d\ z .
Prgsident ?

tyour converselion
I\f R.

5 with the
(TT U‘f}’T‘“b .

s oyen'll regall, the firsh cunve LHation 1
reslly hid with now Prusident Joason was

Pre

room wheve 1 asked his permiesion if | could anvounce

3

bavk dn another f’xu(« rEency
Jdunf' Iw npedy

e death of
Al that time hoe stated thot hs thonght I should
weait fifteen or twenty minates wml Lt wus r:b}w

it cloar the huspital,
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. _f.'ko g the © with other me mbe s of the party, because he had no idea
whether thf‘zs was part of C?.ommxmwt, :;a-nmpira.r:iy or r.no& . From‘that !
peint on, I in }etrtuspa t, Lean't elp but feel that he sl‘mwed the l P
nftnmﬂ".(um sru and parsonal concern for Mrs. Kenvedy, all members
of thg Ka—?m-md.“_sr farnily, and theg vmole Kennsdy party that. wab with us.
‘Omnee he got on the plane, hée continaed m‘shoﬁ that c;’&nc«a m. Thé re
Was no gros saetn oo his pazrt, .;_‘ has be,-: n impii%’.e_d by vthers in the
racent past. He jmmedizfely stwried 2 'hiﬂis 0e ofdészx. His reactions.
we re 11'rnmee::d."«ia.fws9 veell !.:hnght" m:t.l,' and mé).ﬁ.yv Sid,,'ﬁ.zzén"( iﬁw} i.uﬂ

he actad Ansrtba;»g et ber than what we would expect ths Pre md‘,m of

the i,»'iu"te:d Stutes to do,

Iii{m _;? ilfl.:} Mac, I know th."{‘ is a wve 1");;' acads .tfa’i;i: quv:‘u?,ﬂo:n,,-

do you suppose the ve is sm’;r way to pravent an assassinytion of 2

Prysident of the kind that happ a'.-n%:d in Dallas ? -

\A.’.{ , RILDUFE: I will vsﬁev,f;e'whai; o%her.pee;-rple hove sta r_@r.l

ety Gimes.  If anvy sne peréon ma *hvs a pri vak d cision to kill ihw
; any.

CrJ

President of the Uniled States, I veally don't kml fbu‘.‘- thers is any
way Thet it can by pruvenied, and 2spscially with respe ¢t i’o Frusident

Johnzon becausy be insists, from what I've scen, and that?s tha cnly

pady

writicism that L have Lo make of him as o Prasident, of putting vimsél:

in Jopardy and he does it ¢ n.ry time be appescs in puhhu,,

MR, DAVIS: While YOU We e not a spaoial assistant to




‘.z\'.‘ o1 hxs immedﬁatca White Hnu o szx

-

o Prasident Kenpsedy, vou wa

Cooand conducied hadafings on rhcs a foirs of h’x Ac’.miniatraticm,i *Wlmn

" do you plan to writo a hedk? Art .i;f né,f:, why not ?

MR, .K]LDU}:“F@ 1 h-wég \(.)'pr'r.\'mmt: plane to Wil

U any.articles, 1 refqr fo mv pz £ AGUE ﬁf:eie:mcmnf that 1 wmo \

wile gad 'i,n.{gr mati(\nﬁ_,l fo;*:e:«.vl ! :x% ,5 ome o‘f ’_tlm bm..;ks:,, aud §refd

gspacially to '%L,-rt:hm*‘Sch}esh"n;y‘”’;‘-ﬁ ch»k;_‘.v@_,afn' _ba. i on p bﬂh»,;. d BN

mformation. T Lhink t ‘h t vf.z . .vuruu ,cm 8 bu)( »u "m a< ,,_Q, au e wo:m.,”

think that M, .Sa.l_inpf"ﬁ ] l;o DI ai" m c;di}rxt of ‘g::-? rwohal. S T

cenieh was done i’;-n’gs,:c)d tangbe. . Bat Mr., Schisslagas's book, ]ihink,

[T

L wiolagut (he rule of pr I v HageV lofosmation,  Yeu, 1 bave prilyged
infovimation. ¥ have what yig might refe s to as denos ;"iom{ B pmation,

. X - + . g |
CBat bers agzing § thinl it world be & v‘im]a‘tmn‘ ofi&\\;ﬁ: pr‘i‘_ff-l@gi?: hogarvo

S
LN

sident. of i“Y:?.c-: Uéﬁ,&ed Shaue, ar “‘xd { do 110?”’ h .L‘-'C”‘ \“'V"ifk"’"*" ““z pleg

B ik

Lto wrile any a"t 14:5- m u. »;izz}y'_?._.r,){wri.ﬁ*a {-L._;')OO}:‘.

NN

MR Dfwi Inotisy you ga, d ur»su;i s:lzz.rm'; 'L'itnnl\ you

i x‘y mich. ‘.{’lai‘ hxm hmm .3 tpecis 1 N, ;h,:;n,,r;izm' V

Muleolm M., I‘u’aufm,, furm:: r st .st,,m, \"1 ‘o Imwm Frass Nacretary

AtO‘P}'ﬁ .C;;‘r.dvsn’& 'Iiaixmradgr aLn’d Johrt on. '] "u _:%.a fd Davék 'wz:.,i*z“a ,ngtun,




