5 June 1968

bear Sylvia,

Let me begin by offering my endorsement to the sentiments you

have expressed to Mr, Shaw,

I find it distressing that Mr, Shaw

and his attorneys should contribute to Garrisonts credibility in

this manner, @Gertainly he does not deserve that

sért of boost at

thies point,. My atterney has expressed the opinion, by the way,

that such a petition seems to him pretty far-out

standpoint, and he does not think it will NN

I explicitly confirm that you are free to use
I send you in any way you wish, provided I do ne
contrary, I would
sent by me for fact check, but do not insist on
I would prefer letting Mr. Garrison's supporters
most eof the mistakes,
OPER CITY contained a number of errors in faet,
opinion an intelligent scholar who is familiar
made up a cerrectiocn sheet on the article which

I al=o explicitly confirm that we are in basic

the question of remaining silent, As any and
tell you, I am just net the sort of persen who k
self, My objectiion to formally lending my sanc
process oh a veluntary basis does not mean that
keep secret any information regarding the commis
violence against anyone, unlesa perhaps it were
or ‘hot" self-defemse, which the Kennedy assass
was not, 1 am further quite interested in doing
undermine the efforts of the Ministry of Truth t
be its headquarters in Washington, Berlin, Mosc
As Dave will tell yom, Itve always been willi
with Commission critics whem so requested, eithe
or exposing the false nature of the Commission's
publie, I have grave reservations about coopera
ment-sponsored probes, particularly in light of
the Warren Commission, but I have nome whatever
nonceoercive individuals whe are interested in di
knovm the facts,

»

I déo not presently leave open the possibility
have seen me with Oswald, It was just a possibi

managed once to convince me, befere I knew of her

about wirich I immediately thereafter undertoek t
I have denied flatly under polygraph that Bar
Oswald or that I ever saw Oswald as a civilian
clearly as non~deceptive,

My statement im my grand jury testimony that
Oswald" was not meant to indicate that I present
possibility, When I was in New Orleans I did ew
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avoid am ego-conflict with Garrison, which included avoiding getting
into arguments, Garrison was entirely oblivious,however, to all such
gestures on my part, Every attempt to be fair was takemn as "an
aém;.ss:ion‘? -~ every rephrasing of something for greater accuracy
after my initial spontaneous reaction had been given as R "a con~
tradiction,® My frame of mind upon entering the|gramd jury room

was one of making every effort to be as open and| spontanecus as
possible, as it seemed to me that this sort of approach would be

so obviously impossible to f£ake that I could not be long regarded
with suspicion, B .
. _But as the sort with vhich Mr, Garrison surrounds himself will
indicate -- such as Fershing Gervais, louis Ivon, and Barbara Reid --
he is an absolute bust as a judge of character,.

Your mention of Mr, Marcus touches on a subject that has been
very much on ny mind, It seems that Ray came MBI across a hutchered
and sensationalistie version of my book, Oswald, in the Natiomal
- Insider in 1965 and =~ without bothering 5 Find out

got there or anything further about me, my
character or anything else -~ has harbered a
ment for me ever since, I leammed of this in the
when he blew his top at Dave Welsh over the fact | that RAMPARTS was
considering running a piece by me on how I was "“investigated™ by
the 58, FBI, and Commission. Since I am not the sort who much gives .
a damn sbout the opinions of the self-rightously half-informed T
made no effort to get in touch with him, I now think that if T had
I would not eventually have been arrested,

From what has leaked back te me abeout his op:
those aroumd him, I gather that he thinks I wrote Oswald in crder
make money =~ which as the comtract I signed will reveal was
clearly not the case; he thinks I “jumped on Oswald when he was
deowz," which I think the opinions 1 expressed in the book will re-
veal was not the casej he thinks I was a "“rightwing i
any careful reading of my book or my testimony will reveal was not
at all the case, my having been very much to the left in those days;
axd his righteous rantings have apparently even convinced Salandria,
who was later to admit that he himself had net read my boek, that
a certain amount ef "poetic justice* is inveolved if I have been
falsely arrested,

Now it meems to me that these people are deoing
what they quite erronecusly think I did to Oswald, _

Pavid Lifton has a copy of my book contract, a Xerex of vwhich
I'm sure he!ll send you if you are interested, I think it speaks
far itself,

1 was asked to write Qswald by a publisher I had met socie.:lly
wito was impressed by my analygsis of what Oswald’s MR motives
might have beer, if he committed the assassination, He asked that
1 include a fictionalized chapter in the book placing Oswald at
the Depository window and that I make it clear that gytside
pressures upon a persen (which my theory invelved) we. nevertheless
not an excuse for violence -- a point about which he felt very
strongly and with which I agreed, 1 got repeated assurances JNR
from him that Oswald would appear in the format of a "lasting
elassic.” The Two or three previous New Classics House books had
been sedately resented,

The book was written within a year of the assassination, My
main source of news during that year had been the Washington Star.

to me exactly




2 June

Now I happen to believe there is very little
in the world,

excessive moralism, That Oswald was a humanit

he apparently (as I them believed) wound up per

was murderous as well as suicidal, seemed to me
point -~ so I made it the theme of the boak,

by a combination of noble intentions and intelkl

Lee Harvey Oswald transformed himself from the
telligent and gentle persom T knew into the .
responsible Commission had named,

I at no time believed it impessible that iee
the role of an assassin, On the other hand, I
to accept the notion that it was very probable,
explanation seemed to me, at first, that he had
managed to invoke the suspicion of Authority, 3

unconscious talent, But
I had been, like most Americans, entirely misle
ing that simply overwhelming evidence existed £
THELESS, In Oswald I used the word “if" regardi
wanting to absoliitely assert (and in those days
absolutist) that he was guilty, :

"A man feels a pleasurable semsation before
smiles before he thinks how he ough
And with him I think this is the way
you feel it is a duty,
own happiness, I therefore re
"humanitarianism® on the grounds that they lead
the Garrison probe, and worse,

Now it has always been my perhaps incerrect

Jject concepts 1i
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what offends Mr, Marcus most about my book is nt that it

tentatively accepted the cenclusions of the Warr

but that it expresses this philosophy regarding
(and selfedeceptive) bumanitarian who thinks he
by doing violence to Huis or that person or per
violence is done by means of a rifle or a court

ITis my conviction at this time that lee is
of the Kemnedy assassination, but innocent of
tain M then the lone-assassin
possible to entertain since I hav

works for the £IA,

I'm probably not objective about Mr, Weisberg,

presently I have adequate reason to consider
if not a conscious fraud,
through the fantasy,™pswald in New Orleans -
no more "supressed" in New Orleans
Of all he has said that I kmow of, the only th
is true is that he

I would love to borrow you book and read it,
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