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1249"H: PoINT STREET
Los AnceLes, CaLir, 90035 -
Novemser 20, $967

Md, WitLiam A, EMERSON, JR,
THE SATUurRDAY EVENING PosT

) LexineTon Avenug

New Yorx, N,Y,

Dear M, EMERSONE:

l COMMEND YOU FOR. BARRYING YOUR RECENT "ARTI CLE Owsﬁﬁ%TxgyNEDY ASEBASSINATION

BY JUs1AH THaMPSON, WHICH CONTAINS ‘MUCH VALUABLE%%OR YOUR 'READERS; AND EVEN
MORE FOR YOUR POWERFUL AND COURAGEOUS EDITORIAL DEMANDING A NBW INVESTIGATION, -
As ONE WHO HAS BEEN ENGAGED » -8INcE Novemser 22, $963, IN RESEARCHING VARIOUS

,ASPEQTS OF THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, AND WHO. HAS SPENT A GREAT DEAL OF TIME

STUDYING THE ZAPRUDER FILM, I' FeEL QUALIFIED TO COMMENT ON A NUMBER OF POINTS

IN THomMPSON 's ARTICLE,

- THoMpsON AGREES WITH THE WARREN ComMISSIoN 'S FINDING THAT THE PRESIDENT was

FIRST STRUCK DURING ZAPRUDER FRAMES 240 anp 225. He svaves THAT unTiL 207, WHEN
THE PRESIDENT DISAPPEARS FROM VIEW BEHIND THE ROAD steNy, Mo o . HIS NATURAL

WAVING MOVEMENT CONTINUES" AND THAT " , o . WE BEE NO EVIDENCE To BUQGEST THAT
A BULLET HAS STRUCK.UNTIL o o o Z224"™, By s0 staTing ProFESsOR THOMPSON

.JGNORES THE FACT THAT BUCH EVIDENCE INDEED EXI8TSE, A8 HAS BEEN POINTED oOUT TO
HIM BY THIS WRITER ON SEVERAL OCCASJONS, ’

IN FACT, THREE PHENOMENA OGCUR IMMEDGATELY FoLLowing XXZR1 Z189 To INDicATE

- STRONGLY THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN STRUCK FOR THE FIRST TIME DURING Z189-190, mosT

. PROBABLY IN THE THROAT, AND NOT DURING 2210-22k4, as THE ComMission AND THomPsON
- BELIEVE, THE THREE PHENOMENA ARE AS FOLLOWS ¢ ' ' '

L.. PRESIDENT KeENNEDY's RIGHT HAND, WHICH PRIOR TO Z1§9 HAD BEEN STEADILY
~ RAISED IN A WAVING MOTION, DROPS SUDDENLY FROM.A HEAD=HIGH POSITION TO

A CHIN~ OR THROAT=LEVEL POSITION BY Z-198, WHERE IT HALTS AND REMAINS
UNTIL DISAPPEARING FROM VIEW IN Z207, '

20. Mrs. KennEDY, wWHO IN 189 18 FaciNG SLIGHTLY To HER- RIGHTwOF=CENTER,,
IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER SNAPS HER HEAD COMPLETELY -TO HER RIGHT, AND 'BY:
Z200 18 FULLY FACING HER HUSBAND (THE PERTINENT TESTIMONY OF ALL W{Tw
NEESES TEBTIFYING ON THIS POINT == O'DonneLL, Witdss, yBLLAND,_AND

MrSo - KENNEDY HERSELF =w ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT SHE DJD NOT DO 50 UNTIL ¢
‘AT LEAST ONE SHOT HAD BEEN FIRED, Mrs. KenNEDY's TURN can BE TRACED
AND TIMED BY NOTING THE GHANGE OF ANGLEP OF HER BHERER HAIRLINE/HATLINE-

3o AN EXTREME BLUR OCCURS AT ZL90-192, ALMOST CERTAINLY THE GRAPHIC RECORD

OF ZAPRUDER '§ REFLEX REAE€TION TO THE 5OUND OF THE 8HOT; (WHIcH HE
BELJEVED ORIGINATED BEHIND HIM), '

THE CONVERMENCE OF THESE THREE PHENOMENA, IMMEDIATELY FoLLowINg Z189, CONST | TUTE
STRONG EVIDENCE INDEED (ALsEiT, CIRCUMSTANCIAL) THAT THE PRESIDENT
ATELY PRIOR TO THEIR OCCURRENGCE, DR.

| DRAW FROM THEBE 0BSERVATIONS
FRONT THEM,

WAS HIT IMMED!=
THoMPSON MAY NOT AGREE WITH THE CONCLUSI.ON
s BUT IT SBEEMS STRANGE HE FAILS TO AT LEAST CONw

MNOTHER BIGNIFICANT MOT)ON IGNORED BY DR, THOMPSON OCCURS AT 2226227, WxiLe
PRESIDENT KENNEDY IS INDEED REACTING TO A HIT AS HE EMERGES FROM BEHIND THE SjaN
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AT 2224, A VERY PRONOUNCED CHANGE OCCURS BETWEEN Z226-227 (L/L87H seconp)) in

THE POSITION OF HIB ARMS AND ELBOWS, THEY ARE SUDDENLY AND DRAMATICALLY FLUNG
UPWARD AND FORWARD, AND HE §IMULTANEOUSLY HUNGHES HiS SHOULDERS. NOTING THAT
THE PRESIDENT'S HANDS WERE ALREADY AT HIB CHESTe AND THROAT=LEVELS, THE BWIFTNESS.
AND DIRECTION OF THESE MOVEMENTS ARE CONSISTENT WITH AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT REACTION
TO A sHAéP BLOW ON THE BACK. TOGETHER WITH EXTERNAL EVIDENCE, THEY INDICATE:
STRONGLY THAT HIE8 BACK WAS BTRUCK, BY A SECOND BULLET, AT THAT MOMENT.

THOMPSON: 18 CORRECT IN STATING THAT BGOVERNOR CONNALLY WAS SETRUCK WITH A BEPARATE
" BULLET IN Z238, THE DECISIVE MOTION HERE BEING THE SHARP AND SUDDEN DROP, IN A

SINGLE FRAME, OF HIS RIGHT SHOULDERj CLEARLY INDICATING THE IMPACT ON HIS BACK

OF A BULLET FIRED FROM AN ELEVATION TO THE LEFT REAR OF THE CAR (3Hus PRECLUDING

FOR THIS SHOT THE SCHOOL Book DEPOSITORY OR THE GRASSY KNoOLL)%.

Dr. THompsow RECOGN]ZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS OBSERVATION, WHlCH NOT ONLY OFFERS

IRREFUTABLE PROOF THAT THE GOVERNOR WAS HIT BY A SEPARATE BULLET == AND THEREFORE

DEMOLISHES THE CoMMISSION'S INDISPENSABLE SINGLE BULLET THEORY ~= BUT ALSO 4]

BERVES AS AN ADDITIONAL CRUCIAL FIXED TIME=POINT IN THE ZAPRUDER F LMo

HEWEVER, CONTRARY TO THE CLEAR IMPLICATION IN THE ARTICLE, THE OSSERVATIONE . 16

NEJITHER ORIGINAL NOR NEW, THE DISCOVERY WAS MADE BY ME AND ORIGINALLY NOTED

IN MY UNPUBLISHED PAPER, M"HvpoTHEsEs Re: THE ZaprRuUDeER FiLmM™, N MarcH, '65.%

M r
THI5 CONCLUSION APPEARED IN PUBLISHED FORM IN "THe BasTARD BuLLet!", ™Y sTuDY /i;

-oF ComMmissioN ExHislT 399 wHicH wAs PuUBLISHED IN Decemser, ‘66, DR. THOMPSON

WAS NOT ONLY WELL AWARE THAT | HAD MADE THI8 DISCOVERY, BUT IN PERSONAL CONVER= . .

BATIONS HAS CONGRATULATED ME A NUMBER OF TIMES, AND ADMITTED THAT HE ABANDONED !

ANOTHER THEORY (THAT CONNALLY HAD BEEN HIT AT A MUCH LATER FRAME) IN FAVOR OF MiNE,
IT 15 SURPRISING, THEREFORE, THAT DR, THOMPSON NEGLECTS TO MENTION THE AUTHOR

OF THIS DISCOVERY, AND INSTEAD PRESENTS IT IN A CONTEXT WHICH SUGGESTS [T WAS - Hié
OWN. - o

4

SiMILARLY, Dr, THOMPSON I8 WELL AWARE THAT l. AND NOT HE, WAS THE ONE WHO ORlGl—
'NALLY NOTED THE DOUBLE HEAD-HIT (JFK Z312<314), | INITIALLY MADE THIS OBSERVA=
Tron IN Decemser, '65, AND WROTE OF IT IN AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER TO RAMPARTS IN
June '66. 1T was FIRST PuBLISHED IN Epoca MacaziInNe, Rome, Nov. 27, 1966:
AND IN RAMPARTS LETTER COLUMN IN MarcH, '67, ’

Here 700, DR, THOMPSON APPEARS TO PRESENT AN ]MPORTANT_OBSERVATION AS HI'S OWN
"ORIGINAL FINDING WHILE KNOWING THE FACTS TO BE OTHERAWISE, ORE WOULD THINK THAT -

A MAN OF DR, THomPsON 's IMpPECCABLE ACADEMIC CREDENT!ALS WOULD BE LESS CARELESS
WITH COMMONLY RECOGNIZED ETHICAL STANDARDso

SiNgIRELY, 57
Avmom MARCU {CLW%\
Cory: PrRoF, JoOS1AH THOMPSON : -

‘ENCLOSURES S, COPIES OF PUBLISHED MATER1AL REFERRED TO

¥ THIS PAPER WAS WELL CIRCULATED IN THE cRITICS ' CoMMUNITY,

P S¢ AFTER PREBENTING EVIDENCE PROVING THE EXISTENCE OF AT LEAST THREE ASSAESINS,

Dr. THOMPSON CONCLUDES THAT THIs ", ., . DOES NOT PROVE THAT THE ASSASSINA
TION WAS A CONSPIRACY. LN

o . Dr. THOMPSON SHOULD HAVE BEEN WILING TO STATE
EXPLICITLY, AND TO DEFEND, WHAT TH1S BREATHTAKING POSITION UNMISTAKABLE IMPLIES]
THAT HE CONSIDERS IT A REASONABLE POSSIBILITY THAT THREE ASSASSINS, EACH ACTING
WITHOUT CONFEDERATES AND UNAWARE OF THE OTHERS

INTENTIONS, DECIDED TO SHOOT
THE PRESIDENT AT THE BAME TIME IN DeaLy Prazar,



