
ARL WARREN, 
Chairmen 

ICHARD, B. RUSSELL so yea co e _, 

HN SHERMAN COOPER + Bo. ; a ( e. a, f- {0 

‘ALE BOGGS : : : ad - . . . an Ca, 

ERALD R. FORD . 
3HN J. McCLOY 
‘LUEN W. DULLES ° 

eat 

events. 

 Presipext’s COMMISSION 

se ON THE. oe 

, _ ~ AssaSsINATION oF PresipENT KENNEDY 

200 Maryland Ave. NE. ; ; 

: Washington, D.C, 20002 ; - +. RL LEE RANKIN, 

+ Telephone 543-1400 , General Covnset 

AUG 5 1884 

Mr. Jesse E. Curry 
Chief, Dalles Police Department 

Dallas, Texas ) ‘ 

Dear Mr. Curry: ° . ae 

- On Thursday, July,23, 2964, a mexber of the Commission 

staff took the testimony of Welcome Eugene Barnett, 

‘an officer of the Dallas Police Department. Officer 

Barnett testified that within three minutes after the 

‘assassination, he was ordered to stand av the door of 

the Texas School Book. Depository Building to make 

certain that no one left the building. According to 

‘Barnett, he was ordered to co this by "Sergeant Howard." 

We request that your department identify Sergeant 

Howard and obtain from him an affidavit setting forth 

his activities covering the period immediately before 

and after the assassinatior. In particular, we would 

like to know whether Sergeant Howard issued such 

tnstructions®to Officer Barnett or to any other police 

officer, WeSwould also like to know whether Sergeant 

Howard was told by any of the spectators as to where 

the shots orfginated. With regard to all of Sergeant 

Howard's recollections, we would like:him to pinpoint 

aS nearly ashe can the exact times of the various 

We would also like to call to your attention an 

item.in your testimony before the Commission. On page 

175 of your testimony there appears the following exchange 

-petween you and Representative Ford: | 

“Representative Ford. Who was in charge 

of the &ctual showup, operation? 
7 “8 

"we Pcurry. The jail personnel would have 

brought him down from cownsteirs and brought 

him into the room and then removed him. 
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lady. I don't know he> name but she was a 

: know ? a 

"Representative Ford, Who handled the actual 
process of identizicasion or attempted identification 

Te at ~ Tees: n iat pa! we. Curry. Usually Captain Bri 
r 

ae 
v a. 

nis homicide detectives are present. I know. 
when they were having a showhp 

waitress who observed the shooting of-the 
officer, I just--I_ wasa't there during the 

“entire showup but i wes present part of the 
showup and Captain Fritz was asking her to. 
observe these people aad see if she could: 
pick out the man she saw who shot the officer 

a 

and she dicn't identify Oswald atv. that time." 

On page 176 there appears the f ollowing exchange between 

you and Wr. Rankin: 

"ve, Rankin. At the other showups, were witnesses 
there to try to identivy Oswald? 

"NP. Curry. Yes, there were. 

"ve. Rankin.. ‘How were those handled, do you 

™ 

"iie. Curry. . Exactly the same manner except that 
he was brought in benind the screen, and was 

handcuffed to Some police officers or other 

pris fONEDS . | “ . 

Woo, Rankin. Do you know who was there to try 
to identify him? 

; "Me, Curry. only on one occasion. This was a. 

little lady that was a waitress. - a 

"Me, Rankin. Mes. Markham? 

"Me, Curry. I believe her name was Mrs. Markham, 

"up, Rankin. Do you Selieve. whether she» was 
able to ident ify hin? 

"ie. Curry. Yes, I neard her tell captain Fritz 
that was’ the man she saw shoot tne off icer. ~ 
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"Me, Rankin, And that was Officer Tippit? : : . See - oe , oo . "Me. Curry. ves, sir." 

It would appear -from your statement on page 175 that Mrs. Markham was unable so identify Oswald whereas your statement on pase 176 indicates that she did make such an identification. We would eppreciata recSiving an arridavit from you clarifying this discrepancy in_your testimony , _,80 that this affidavit can be printed as-part-of our Published record. oo 

<= 
o Your continued cooperation in the work of the Commission is appreciated, a 

Sincerely, 
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General Counsel 
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