' NOTES OF ATTORNEY GENERAL WAGGONER CARR
CONCERNING THE INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IN DALLAS,
el e . “TEXAS, ON MAY 9, 1964, OF THE TEXAS SCHOOL
) ' BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

Present at th1s tlm.e were .]'o m J, ‘Mc010y, Allen Dulles, .J'ohn Sherman .
C?)QPer of the Commission, Dean Store‘y, myself, Mr. Truly of the Dep051tory
. and various membelzis of the FBI. We met .a_t' the Dépositc’:ry Building at approxi-
1;nate1y_9:0€) A, M David Belin csf the Com@‘i’s‘.sion staff was:also present. We
reviewed and inspected the; Book Depository Building and it's s_,u;'roundings until
approx1mate1y noon. | A | |

| Mrl. Truly conducted us -on a tour of the bu1ld1ng and descr1bed the events

on the assassination day. On the sixth floor from Where the shots were fired,

we spent considerable time discussing the scene of the shooting from the window

Z : used by Oswald to fire thé shots. We had(Oswald's rifle and telescopic sig.h.t
' ¥ E ‘and the difficulty of shooting this 'rif-l‘e was discussed at length. Oswald's rifle was
‘ a'h;a_avy rifle with not too much'k_ick‘ to it upon being fired. The telescopic sight
E, . . which ha.d_beeﬁ rem§vea frér’h the rifle was of poor quality and did not bring the
j - ‘6bject§ in ve?y close. It did ﬁave a cross hair which helped to a;im the rifle.
h v On more thé.n one occasion I was able to look thr'ou‘gh the sight and observe what
e ' ' . : _
. ; : B | - OSS’N;Id saw at ’ghe v'arious distances it is presumed he fired at the President.

.. ‘lTobserved the heavy weight of the foreign made rifle and the bolt action of the

- gun, 1 arrived at the conclusion that Mr, Oswald had to be a crack shot to fire ‘

o

L . as many times as he did in a period of a few seconds with no mo're‘help thar

‘ :hé.d from the scope. The tree between him and the President oifere

ey

"~



Mr. Garr has been remarkably silent aboul the conglusien he reached
(last three lines) about Oswald's having to be a crack shot. I

have no hesitation in agreeing that his observation is well founded.



‘which ma.de the firing more difficult.' W_e had the officers clear the trafﬁc |

from the m1ddle lane and v1a a walkie -ta1k1e rad1o we dlrected those offlcers

LSS

standlng in the street to proceed to certa1n spots where it was presumed the

President was at the time of the first, second and third shots. We also observed';-

.. the portion of the sixth floor where the rifle was later found by the officers

hidden among stacks of book cartons. We also traced Oswald's steps down the

stairs to the floor where he was first seen by Off1cer Baker before he purchased
I . )

hls coke i‘rom the coke machine.

On the fifth ﬂoor, we stood where the Negro w1tnesses watched the

parade,. They later test1f1ed before the Comm1ssmn that they heard the shots

~and heard the shells fall on the floor after each shot’. We observed that-the‘

falling of _the shells on the floor above could be heard. 'This was heard even
though the ﬂoor of the sixth floor had been th1ckened by additions of plywood
gince the assassination date. |

On the second fioor, v&te had Officer Baker detnonstrate where he ran up
the stairs and obse'r;/ed Oswald going through a door: towards the lunchroom
and the. <:oi<e machine. He demonstra_ted how he ordered Oswald to return to him
prior to Mr. Truly"s advising him that Oswald was an employee and "let's go

on up”.' On this same floor we talked to Mrs. Reid, who had prevmusly testi-

_ f1ed before the Commzttee and who saw Oswald a few moments later in the office

area of the second filoor with a coke in his hand. He Walked by her and dis- -

appeared down through the doors at the south end It is presumed that he went

: down the stairs in the front of the building andeerit out the front of the building

unnoticed.
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. secured the a.utogra.phs of everyone present for this event.

3.

()n the f1rst floor we noted th-= stairs and the area where Offieer Baker

| alnd Mr. Truly ran to see who had fired the shot's upstairs. We observed the.

: _"washroom and domino room, end the room where Oswald's Jacket was 1ater
~f'o.ullc:i-vwhich_hevapp:a-rentlyv dis carded between the time he left the bu1ld1ng after
"the"es‘sa‘.svslhation. and the tirrie he arrived for worle that morrﬁng. We elso

saw whe're the wrapp1ng paper was Secured whlch was found on the sixth floor.

Qutmde the bu11d1ng we observed the street p051t10n of. ‘the cars, when

_“the shots were f1red. We also investigated the area around the raﬂroad tracks

and on the overpass a.nd observed that it would have been impossible to ﬁre
from the overpass without the bullet going through the wmdsh1eld prior to
str1k1ng the President. We also obs'erved the su*roundmg grounds and area
‘and ‘the immed1ate p051t1on of the par ade prlor to the shootlng

Subsequent to the 1nvest1gat1on Senator .Cooper, Mz, Dulles and I had

an interview with the press. After this Dean Storey and I left and went to hls A

law office where we discussed the situation together with the events of the

previous night when Dean Storey helo an informal dmner for the members of
the Commis sion and City Officials.. He will wr1te a resume of this dmner
meetiﬁg._ )

As a sxdelme and note to this memorandum, we were given by' Mr. Truly
; book of "roller readers Oswald used a couple of cartons of thesc "roller

: readers" to brace h1s rlﬂe on to secure a steady aim at the President. We
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necessa.ry to catch a plane about 11:00 A. M. and, therefore, left prier to the e

- interview,

wde

Senator Cooper and Allen Dulles assured the press a.t the 1nterv1ew

that all of the fmdmgs of the Comm1s sion would be made pubhc and that the

_ report would be made this summer at the latest, Mr. McCloy found it

it Ireras




