
_ REMARKS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WAGGONER CARR 

BEFORE THE ROTARY CLUB OF TYLER 
= ; January 23, 1964 

a
 

As a result of the tragic events of November 22nd through 

have been changed to some degree. Since that time literally 

Novenber 24th, it goes without saying that all of our Lives 

millions. of words have been written of those fateful three 

days ee». Some Of them true ... some of them misleading ... some 

of them false. And since the Attorney General's office was 

" involved in one particular area of those proceedings, I 

thought you might be interested in hearing today the complete | 

story of the Texas Court of Inquiry ee. £rom its inception... | 

till now.



-2- 

mee 

The story really began in Washington, D. C., where I, along 

with Lieutenant Governor Preston Smith and House Speaker > Byron | 

- Tunnell, had traveled to serve as official representatives of the 

State of Texas . to the funeral of President Kennedy . a 

after a conference with the White House, it was decided that 

F courd of Inquixy should be held in Texas for the purpose of 

gully developing and disclosing publicly the facts surrounding 

the assassination of President Kennedy, the attempted assassina- 

) tion of Governor Connally, the murder of Dallas police officer, 

J. D. Tippit, and subsequent events. There were three primary 

reasons why such proceedings were felt to be desirable, and, 

° indeed, necessary. 

, . First, the President was going to call fora complete and 

thorough report from the FBI, and it was feared that this action 

| might be misinterpreted by the rest of the United States and the 

“world to mean that the integrity of justice and’ law and order in 

‘Texas had broken down to such an extent that nothing less than 

federal agente could bring order out of chaos.
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The federal government also wanted to avoid giving the im- 

pression that it was taking over the. responsibility « of Texas in 

the enforcement of state laws. eS 

7 | . we oN 
Secondly, the eastern and northern press, and even the 

international press, were, at. that time, beginning to insinuate 

and openly state that “there | was some deep, dark, ahd mysterious 

conspiracy to prevent the truth from becoming known ... and that 

‘this conspiracy was being aided and abetted by the authorities of 

Texas. It was being said that the lips of the man accused of the 

President's assassination had been forever sealed by those who 

feared the story which he might tell. And they went on to hint 

darkly: that the Alling of Oswald had been allowed by the Dallas 

police ose either ingeniously -.- or stupidly. 7 , 

io ‘With such insinuations being made , as to the veracity of ‘Texas 

authorities, it was felt that Texas must quickly demonstrate : its. 

“own. initiative and desire to determine the facts eee nO matter — 

what they might reveal ... in plain view of the world through a 

public hearing. - 

"



And thirdly, the development and disclosure of the facts 

"should sometime, in the course of the entire investigation, be 

~ done by a judicial hearing where witnesses would be examined _ ae 

, under oath and where unwilling witnesses might be forcibly 

subpoenaed. The federal government had no statutes whereby this 

could be accomplished. The state of Texas, however, does have 

such a statute which authorizes the calling ‘of a Court of Inquiry 

for the purpose of determining whether a crime has been committed, 

. Such @ court has state-wide subpoena powers, authority to enforce 

the attendance of witnesses should the subpoena be disobeyed, and 

authority to place each witness under oath to tell the truth ... 

such oath to be enforced by a felony indictment for perjury 

should the witness lie. The examination would be conducted by 

the Attorney General of Texas and the local District Attorney. 

, We aiso planned to select one or more outstanding Tawyers of | 

Texas, not connected with the government, as special counsel. _ These 

eminent attorneys would work closely with the Attorney General and 

the local District Attorney in the preparation and conduct, of the 

Court of Inquiry.



I agreed that Texas had an unusual obligation to detem ine 

the facts and to make them public. It was only in this manner that 

the world of the present and future would know the difference 

between fact and rumor, In accordance with this decision, 7 

announced in Washington that I would call a Court of Inquiry upon 

my return to Texas. ; 

Within the next 24 hours, the United States ‘Department o£ 

Justice sent its third-ranking assistant Attorney General, 

Mr. Herb Miller, head of the criminal division, to Austin. This 

visit was felt to be desirable for two reasons. 

First, to make initial decisions as to how the federai and 

state governments could most effectively work together toward their 

common objective of establishing facts, and secondly, to visibly 

. demonstrate to the people of Texas that the federal government 

- recognized the responsibility of Texas ‘in the determination of facts 

arising out of these tragic events. Mr. Miller was accompanied 

te Austin by the U, S, District Attorney for the Northern District 

of Texas, Mr. Barefoot Sanders of Dallas, ‘During a two hour 

conference, we were able to establish a very fine basis of cooperation.
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- Immediately following this meeting, a press conference 

was held, with all three of us present, where statements were 

* mutually made expressing the desire of both governments to cooperate 

in this objective. It was announced that this would be a three- 

pronged affair. , 

(1) The FBI would make its full report to the President, and 

‘Wexas would cooperate in this first step by turning all files and 

. evidence over to the FBI so that agency might have the benefit of 

‘our information in making its report to the President. This we 

promptly did. 

(2) The second phase of the investigation would be the Texas 

Court of Inquiry which was to be called as soon as the state 

could prepare its evidence following the report of the FBI to the > 

| President. In this phase, the federal government, including, of 

course, the FBI, would cooperate with Texas authorities by making. 

all federal evidence and witnesses available for the Court of 

Inquiry. This included even witnesses outside the State of Texas 

and thus beyond the reach of a Texas subpoena. 

a
 e



(3) The thira phase would be undertaken by the Presidential 

Commission. this Commission would pi Possess all.of the facts , 

developed by the federal agencies “SS warr-as the testimony from 

the Texas Court of Inquiry, and from these facts, would draw 

conclusions and report its findings. L 

Immediately thereafter, the top staff of my office began to 

brief legal questions which confronted us in the selection of a 

city where the Court might be held, as well as many other 

questions which you would expect to arise in such an endeavor. 

, From the very outset, we remained in close contact with 

the White House staff, the Governor's office, and the office of , 

the Dallas District Attorney, Mr. Henry Wade. 

One of the most pressing and important decisions which I 

had to ‘make was the selection of gne or more eminent Texas lawyers 

who would serve as special counsel, It was necessary that these 

men have, not only the highest possible prestige and respect of the 

people of Texas, but also the people of this nation.



It was vitally necessary that the character of this investiga- 

tion remain non-political and unbiased, and we knew that our 

success in this area would depend to a very high’ degree. on the 

‘reputation and ability of the special counsel. Therefore, my 

decision here required texas, national, and indeed, worldly | 

consideration. 

As you know, I selected Houston attorney Leon Jaworski 

and Dallas attorney Robert G. Storey. Both of these men’ enjoy 

reputations for ability and integrity in the practice of law 

which are far beyond reproach from coast to coast. 

Both men served as prosecutors of war criminals following 

- World War II, and both are Past presidents of the Texas Bar 

Association. Mr « Jaworski is” a Past President of the American 

‘college of Trial Lawyers, and Mr. Storey is a Past President 

of the American Bar Association. 

To tell you all of the accomplishments of these two dedicated 

men would take the better part of an afternoon. Let it be said to 

the everlasting credit of both that when I requested their assistance, 

_ they immediately accepted, knowing that this service could be given 

to their state and nation only at considerable personal expense and 

loss of time in their private practice of law.



, A few days later, President Johnson announced the creation 

of the presidential Special Commission. In his announcenent,. ‘the 

President stated that this Commission should take into considera- 

tion all of the facts developed by all investigative agencies, 

as well as testimony from the Texas Court of Inquiry 

Two weeks ago, Mr. Jaworski and I were requested by the. Depart- 

ment. of Justice to come to Washington for the purpose of dis- 

* cussing ways in which we could continue to most effectively 

~ cooperate. During our stay in the nation's capitol, the Presi+ 

dential Commission held two meetings for the purpose of perfecting 

‘its organization and hiring of its staff. As you know, this 

Commission is made up of seven members appointed by the President. 

Its Chairman ‘is Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Earl Warren. 

Other members are Senator Richard B. Russell, Democrat from 

Georgia; Senetor John Sherman Cooper, Republican from Kentucky; 

‘Representative Hale Boggs, Democrat from Louisiana; Representative 

Gerald Ford, Michigan Republican; Allen Dulles, former Director of 

the Central Intelligence Agency, and John J. McCloy, “former special 

advisor on disarmament to President Kennedy. All of them are 

. 

lawyers...
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Chief Justice Warren visited personally with Mr. Jaworski 

‘and me in behalf of the Commission, At that time he made the 

‘following request, and he repeated this request in a letter 

which he sent to me in Austin. I: quote in part from that 

letter: | , DO 

WALL of the members of the Commission are aware of the 

deep interest of Texas in the tragic event which occurred there 

and with respect to which all of us are exercising the 

responsibilities laid upon us. We share your view that it is 

| desirable to have state officials do everything possible to 

uncover all the facts, and are appreciative of the availability - 

‘of these facts to the Commission. 

"As you know, at this time the Commission is organizing its 

procedures and we do not yet have available the comprehensive 

report of the FBI or of other investigative agencies, both. 

Federal and State. While we expect to receive this material 

soon, it will take time to analyze it thoroughly, and I am sure 

you will agree that there may remain matters which will require
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further investigation before we feel we are in possession of 

all of the relative data upon which to make evaluation and 

- juagment. We are most anxious, as X am sure you are, to take 

no steps which could impede investigation or which could lead the 

public £9 mistaken conclusion based upon partial factual infor- 

mation. ‘In addition the Commission, as well as the Texas Court 

of inquiry, must be extremely careful not to prejudice in any 

way the trial in Texas: of Jack Ruby. 

"The Commission would not wish to interfere in any way 

with you or other state authorities in the conduct of matters 

which are your responsibilities, and in which, as you point out, 

the State of Texas has a proper and important interest. At the 
° 

same time, it is the view of the Commission, for the reasons stated’ 

above, that a public inquiry in Texas at this time might be more 

harmful than helpful in our mutual search for the truth, 

‘Recognizing that the timing of this Inquiry is your responsibility 

and your decision, we cannot refrain from the suggestion that you 

consider the wisdom of postponement of this Court.
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"It would be the Commission’ 8 desire that you and your 

Special Counsel, or either of you, participate in the Commission's 

work, and counsel with it, it being the Commission's wish that 

you as the representative of the State of Texas be fully advised 

of the progress that is made in the course of the Commission's 

investigation and advance such suggestions @s you consider helpful 

to the accomplishment of the Commission’ S assignment. It may 

develop that the Commission would deem it advisable that testimony 

of certain witnesses residing in Texas should be taken before a 

‘Texas Court of Inquiry, and in that event, we would expect, to. 

call upon you to render this additional assistance, 

"Let me assure you of the desire of the Commission to work 

most cldsely with you and of our conviction that in a spirit of 

close cooperation we can responsibly meet our independent obligations. * 

AS a result of these conferences with the Chairman of the 

Commission, J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, top level authorities of 

- the Department 6f Justice and the White House, Mr, Jaworski and 

I had become convinced that the investigative authority of the 

federal government was ‘being used to the fullest extent. the



- =. ~13- 

Commission would be granted subpoena powers, and the investigation, 

which had already reached across many states and several nations, 

was being conducted vigorously, therefore; pursuant to the 

Commission's request, it was our considered judgment that the Texas 

Court of Inquizy, if held at this time or in the inmediate future 

might bring about an interruption in the continuity of the nation- 

wide investigation. : o , 

For these reasons, it was my conclusion and decision that 

| the convening of the Texas Court of Inquiry should, for the 

present time, be withheld. At the same time that I announced this 

Gecision, I also accepted the invitation of the Special Commission — 

. dn which they asked Mr. Jaworski, Dean Storey, and me to attend 

their hearings and assist with the Commission's important task. 

| Since that time, Mr. Jaworski, Dean Storey, and I have 

returned to Washingtmto begin our work with the Commission. - 

At that time, wé examined all evidence which has. been placed in 

the hands of the Commission, as well as the future plans of the 

Commission, and I can honestly tell you that we were impressed with 

the thoroughness of the investigation that is planned.
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As I talk to you, the investigation continues to cross state 

~ Lines vee and even into foreign countries, It is a voluminous task. 

It is my desire, and I believe the desire of the Commission, 

that all the evidence and proof gathered by this cooperative 

effort be made public at the proper time. - , a 

It is imperative that this report be thorough and that it be 

able to stand the test of future examination by us and the world. 

Let me stress once again that it is clearly understood by all 

concerned that if, after we have assisted the Commission in this . 

work, we feel the necessity of additional investigation to disclose 

; further facts, we will then have no hesitancy in calling for the 

_ Texas Court of Inquiry. , 

, Only one thing is uppermost in our minds. Every possible fact 

concerning these tragic events must. be sought out and established. 

Then, and only then, will the public confirm that justice has been | 

accomplished.



Final two lines: Mr. Carr seems to have decided on the (twisted) 

lone assassin somewhat early in the investigation.
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. Now, before I leave you today, let me dwell for just a 

“Moment on a subject upon which I. have formed some very deep 

feelings in these sweeeding weeks since that fateful day of 

“November 22nd. 

“I have become increasingly concerned with the, general | 

abusé which has been heaped on this wonderful State of Texas 
 @nd the overall condemnation of the City of Dallas which has 

_ ‘resulted in some quarters, 

Much has been. said about the political climate of Texas, / 
ana. Dallas in particular, prior to that tragic date, but too > 

| i mach has been left unsaid by too many people ... and the result 
has been an unjust vilification which ‘should be of deep regret 
to sober-thinking people everywhere. 

‘Our eastern writers were quick to brand Texas as a city of 
“political extremism. I would assume that we could also paraphrase 
that: to state that our citizens hold deep convictions. In any 
event, it is inconceivable that one political reaction, applicable 

wee 

to ten million citizens, could ‘result from the deed of one 

twistea mind.
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I think it is comforting to note, however, that these 

vicious and wholesale attacks were the results of momentary 

‘prejudice and emotion. Since that time, it is heartening to 

find our Eastern writers and conmentators, possibly after a 

great deal of self examination, returning ‘to a more reasonable 

line of thought, and, in some cases, actually apologizing for 

-words uttered in haste. 

Certainly it would be folly to say that all of these 

'-Giscordant voices have been silenced, however, even though they 

a 

continue, you must never allow these emotional attacks to destro 

the confidence of a great state. | 

And to those who persist. in libeling our citizens, I would 

say "come to Texas. ... come and talk with us. Talk to our 

people who have the game dreams ... the same aspirations... and 

. the same measures of success and failure as the people of any 

other geographic division. Come to Texas and talk with the 

parents of 26,000 men and women who gave their lives while 

defending these United States in World War II and the Korean 

conflict."
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And fanally, I would say to these analysts, come to Texas 

and talk with | our ministers, our priests, and our ‘rabbis, and 

‘discover that our people have the same abiding faith, the same 

“reverence, and the Same sincere belief in spiritual guidance. 

x think we would all agree that nothing is needed so 

Gesperately today than a cessation of finger pointing by one 

; area of our country toward another. The fact that each of us 

Tay share different political beliefs should not open the flood 

gates of slander to any group or area. Co bY 

There is an oft-quoted statement which I think best describes 

my feelings in this matter. It says that "There is so much bad 

in the best of us, and so: much good in the worst of us, that it 

‘1ll-behooves any of us to talk about the rest of us." How true. 

We can also turn to the Bible which tells us "let he who is 

without sin cast the first stone.” , | a 

All America today needs the outspoken influence of men who 

recognize that a difference of opinion, as long as it is expounded 

in a ‘reasonable and non-violent manner, is the very heart of our 

democratic ‘system.



I know not what our history books will say concerning these 

tragic events which occurred within our state. But this I do 

, “know 3 , : , , 

Out of the tumult will arise a state with greater vitality 

than ever before ... a state whose citizens, gaining strength 

from each other and from the Almighty God, will reach heights 

never before attained in its history. | 

. For you see, I know the citizens and the leaders of Texas, 

I know the force, the tenacity, and the moral courage which 

exists here. And t know that the only result can be a stronger... 

more vibrant Texas.


