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Immediately following this meeting, a press conference 

was held, with all three of us rresent, where statements were 

“"Tautually made expressing the desire of both governments to cocperate 

(8)
 
@
-
 

ren
 in this cbjective. It was annova that this would be a three- 

pronged| affair. 

«a The FBE would make its full report to the President, and 

Texas would cooperate in this first step by turning all files and. 

evidence over to the FBI so that agenev micht have the benefit of 

our information in making its resort to the President. This we 

promptly did. 

(2) . The second phase of tha investigation would be the Texas 

Court of Inquiry which wes to be calied as soon as the state 

“could prepare its evidence Following the report of the FBI to the 

President. In this phase, the federal government, including, Of. 

course, the FBI, would cooperate with Texas authorities by making 

all federal evidence and witnesses available for the Court of 

inquiry. This included even witnesses outside the State of Texas 

and thus beyond the reach of a Texas subpoena,



. (3B) The third phase would be underta: ken PY the Pres igential 

Commission. This Commission would. possess S ali of the facts . ee SON, 

developed ‘by the federal agencies as Well-as-the testimony from. 

the Texas Court of inguiry, and from these facts, would draw 

conclusions and report. its findings. 

Immediately there fter, the top staff of my office began to 
Ez a 

brief legal. questions which confronted us in the selection of a 

city where the Court might be held, as well as many other 

questions which you would expect to arise in such an endeavor. 

From the very outset, we remained in close contact with 

the White House staff, the Governor's office, and the office of 

the Dallas District Attorney, Mr. Henx ry Wade. 

One’ of the most pressing and “important decisions which I 

had to make was the selection of one or more eminent Texas Lawyers 

“who would serve as special counsel. It was necessary that these 

men have, not only the highest possible prestige and respect of the 

people of Texas, but also the people of this nation,
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. it was vitally necessary that the character of this investiga- 

tion. remain non-political and unbiased, and we knew that our 

success in this area would depend to a very high degree on the 

reputation and ability of the speciai counsel, Thexefore, my 

nd indéed, worldly i “a@ecision here required Texas, national, 

consideration. 

“AS you know, I selected as one of these men your fellow 

Houstonian, Mr. Leon Jaworski, waose background ancluded such 

) _ accomplishments es immediate Past President of the Texas Bar 

Association, Past President of the Americen College of Trial 

Lawyers, prosecutor of war criminals following World War Ii, 

-and whose reputation for ability and integrity in the practice 

of law was beyond reproach from coast to coast.” 

Let it be said to the everlasting credit of Mr. Jaworski 

that when I requested this assistance, he immeciately accepted, 

knowing that this service could be given to his state and nation 

‘only at considerable personal expense and loss of time in his 

_ private practice of law.
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Upon Mr. Jaworski's acceptance, the appointment was an- 

nounced to the public. Oo 7 oe . 7 - , ¥ 

A few days later, Dresidens Johnson announced the creation 

of the Presidential Special Comaission. -in his announcement, the 

President stated that this Commission should take into considera- 
, 

tion all lor the facts developed by all investi ative agencies, : ; g 

as well as testimony from the Toxas Court of Inquiry. 

"Last week, ir. Jaworski anc I were requested by the Depart- 

ment of Justice to come to Washington for th 

discussing ways in which we could continue to most effectively 

cooperate. During our stav in the nation's capitol, the Presi- 

dential Commission held two meetinas for the ourpose of verfectin 3 is g 

its organization and hiring of its steff. As you xnow, this 

its Chairman is Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Harl Warren. 

Other members are Senator Richard B. Russell, Democrat from 

Georgia; Senator John Sherman Cooper, Republican from Kentucky; 

Representative Hale Boggs, Democrat from Louisiana; Representative



-, Gerald Pord, Michigan Repuklican; Allen Dulles, former 
7 . . -.. a . _ : ‘Director of the Central maketsigence Byency. and Sohn J. McCloy, 

former special advisor on Cisarnament to Président Kennedy. 

All of them are Lewyers. . . ou 

Chief Sustice Warren visited personéiiy with Me. Jaworski 

and me in behzlf of the Coumission,. At that time he made the ° 

following request, anc he. repeatad this request in = Letter 

G (a)
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which he sent to me in Austin. I¢ 

letter: | 

"ALI or the members of the Zommission a2e aware of the 

deep interest of Texas in tne tragic event which occurred 

there and with respect to which all of us axe exercising the 

respongibilities laid upon us. We-share your view that it 

is desirable to have state officials do everything possible 

to uncover all the facts, and ara appreciative o£ the availe- 

“bility of these facts -to the Comaission,
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NAS you know, at this time the Commission is organizing 

ts procedures and we ao not yet have available the compre- 

hensive report of the FBI or of other investigative agencies, 

both Federal and Stete. While we expect to receive ‘this 

material. soon, it will take time to analyze it thoroughiy, 

cr
 and I am sure you wi i11 agree that *. ano - aman moe there May remain matters 

which will require further investiaati Le # [e)
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are in possession of all of the _zel letive data upon which to 

make evaluation and judgment. Y¥2 are most anxious, as I am 

sure you are, to tzke no steps Waich could impede investigation 

or which could lead the public to mistaken conclusion based 

upon partial factual information. In edéiticr | <isssission, 

as well as the Texas Court of Inquiry, must be extremely 

careful not to prejudice in any way the trial in Texas of Jack 

Ruby. . Oy 

“The Commission would not wish to interfere in any way 

with you or other state authorities in the conduct of matters 

Me
 
‘
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‘Which are your responsibilities, and in which, as you 

point out, the State of Texas has aproper and important ci (a - a 

interest. “At the same time, it is the view of the Commission, 

for the reasons stated above, that a pu lic inquiry ‘in Texas 

at this time might be more harmful than helpful in our mutual 

search fox the truth, Recogniziag that the ciming of this 

Inquiry is your responsibility end vour decision, we cannot 

refrain from the Suggestion that you consider the wisdom of 

postponement of this Court, 

, wre would be the Commission's desire that you and your 

+ Special Counsel, or either of You, participate in the 

“Commission's work, and counsel with it, it being the Commission's 
; 

pe] 

wish that you-as the representative of the State of Texas be 

fully advised of the progress that is made in the course of 

the Commission's investigation and advance such suggestions 

as you consider helpful to the accomplishment of the Come 

mission's assignment. It may develop that the Commission



- 
‘would deen it advisable thet testimony of certain 

. witnesses residing in Texas should be taken before a Texas 

Court of Inquiry and, in that event, we would expect to call 

upon you to render this additional assistance. 

, "Let me assure you of the cesize of the Commission to’ 

work most closely with you and of our conviction that ina 

spirit of close cooperation we can responsibly meet our 

independent obligations.” 

As a result of these conferences, tir. Jaworski and I 
! 

had become. convinced that the investigative authority of 

the federal government was being used to the fullest extent. 

' The Commission would be granted subpoena powers, and the 

investigation, which had already reached across many states 

and several nations, was being conducted wigorouslyv,. 

Therefore, pursuant to the Commission's request, it Was 7 

our considered judgment thatthe Texas Court of Inquiry, if 

held at this time or in the imnediate Future, might bring 

“about an‘ interruption in the continuity of the nation-wide 

investigation. >
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' Por these reusons, it was ny conclusion ana decision 

that the convening of the Texas Court of Inquiry should, for 

the present time, .be withheld. Ac the same time that I 

@nnounced this decision, t also eccepted the invitation of 

tne Speciall Commission in which they asked Mx. Jaworski and 

me to attend their hearings and assist with the Commission's 

important task. | an 

tt is clearly understood by all concerned thet if, aiter 

we have assisted the Commission in this work, we feel the 

_hecessity of additional investigztion =O disclose further. 

facts, we will then have no hesitancy in calling for the 

Texas. Gourt of Inquiry. 

Only one thing is uppermost in our minds. Every possible 

fact concerning these tragic events must be sought cut and 

established. Then, and oniy then, will the public confirm 

that justice has been. accomplished. 

Ihave enjoyed being with you teday, and I wish all of 

you much happiness in the coming holiday season. 

"


