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Transcript of the Interview Granted by 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

IESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1961. 

inedy to Soviet Government Newspaper 
? 

WASHINGTON, Nov, 28 (AP)|' 
—Following is the transcript of 

an interview with President 

Kennedy by Aleksei I, Adzhubei, 
editor of Iévestia, dg made pub-|' 

lic by the White House: 

MR, ADZHUBEI — Mr. Pres- 
ident, I am happy to get this}. 
interview from you, and I would) 
like jo tel te ane, 
that your election to igh 
post Or Present Ur the United! po: es Hy G 

h ‘States~office——was-—met— wit) 
Opinion 

our ¢ connection 
wi I would like to ask 
you the following question— 
THE PRESIDENT — May I 

just say that I appreciate very 
much your coming to the United 
States. I also appreciate the 
opportunity to talk, through 
you and through your news- 
paper, to the people of the 
Soviet Union. I think that com- 
munication, an exchange of 
views, an honest report of what 
‘our countries are like and what 
they want and what the people 
wish, is in the interests of both 
our countries and in the inter-! 
ests of peace, So we are de-' 
lighted to have this opportunity.’ 

MR. ADZHUBET — I would 
like to ask you the following 
question. Mr, President, duri 
the election campai on sev- 
éral_ occasions you expressed 

‘ good intentions with respect to 

+ -viet-American Télations.: the 
occasior of your inauguration 
as President of a great coun- 
try, Nikita Khrushchev, Chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers 
of the U. S. S. -R., and Leonid 
Brezhnev, Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme So- 
viet of the U. S. S. R., in their 
message to you expressed the 
hope that by their joint efforts 
our countries can succeed in 
radically: improving our rela~ 
tions and the international sit- 
uation. . 

They also expressed confi- 
dence that we can, step by step, 
liquidate the existing suspicion 
and distrust, and thus bring co- 
operation between our peoples, 
On its part, the Soviet Govern~ 
ment is always ready to support 
any good endeavor in that di- 
rection, and to do its best for 

a
e
r
a
)
 

. reas of disarmament which re- 

_ still at the table in Geneva in 

', its tests, tests which must have 
. been in preparation for many 

. the conversations ‘were going 

-; Many have 2 Become, “T_think, 
; eas 0: ened Crisis Since 

. the Vienna mes 2, an i 

the establishment of a stanie; 
peace in the world, in order 
that all peoples may live in 
friendship and without hatred) 
among them. 

Mr. President, what do 
hink about the pré: 

ie erican relati 
what in your opinion must be 
one by theAmehican as wel aa an as well 

as tie Saviel-Governtients ta 
2. the relation: 

our two countries. . 

President Gives Views 

On U. S.-Soviet Relations 
THE PRESIDENT—Well, I 

would say that the relations 
today are not as satisfactory 
as I had hoped they would be 
when I first took office. In fact, 
one of the first things that I 
did on becoming President was 
to commit the United States} 
to an earnest effort to achieve 
a satisfactory agreement with 
the Soviet Union on the cessa- 
tion of nuclear tests. As a 
result of that effort, at the end 
of March, we sent our repre- 
sentatives, along with Great 
Britain’s, to Geneva for the 
first time with a complete 
treaty which we tabled for dis- 
cussion. I had hoped that this 
would be one area where we 
couid make real progress. It 
would lessen the contamination 
of the air, it would be a first 
step toward disarmament, and 
I felt that if we could achieve 
an agreement in this area, we 
could then move on to the other 

“quired action. 
We were not successful. And, 

as. you know, we were in fact 

August when, still negotiat- 
ing, the Soviet Union resumed 

months, at the very time that 

on. So that has been a disap- 
pointment. 

In addition, Berlin and Ger- 

extreme. the 
peace, which I know 
—both of o Je want. 
Ithink that the Soviet Union 

and the United States should 

Me large countries, “energetic peo- 
», ple, we are steadily providing 

y Heusen deep the peace for 
. ee oe tne Soner oie ie vi 

" Unite ates will bé far richer 
i and will be far Happier aS the 

of living steadily 

Is Cited as Key Difficulty 

ing to proteé - 

{ ; national interest and to provid- 
' ing a better life for its people 

'. think there would be nothing 

. between the Soviet Union and 
. the United States. 

live together in peace. We are 

in both our countries an in- 
crease in the standard of living. 

eoplée” 6: é and 
ire ie people of the 

oe 

Commimizing of World 

Where we,feel the difficulty 
comes is the eff y the So- 
vié i ; in 

ense, if 

onal interes rotect its 

hich ROW Cause So. 
: Much tension would fade away. 

We wan e pedple of the 
Soviet Union to live in peace— 
we want the same for our own. 

great_threat to pence. if 
Soviet Union 10d only to its 

under conditions of peace, I 

that would disturb the relations 

MR. ADZHUBEI — That is 
very interesting. However az, 
a-aten of the Soviet Union, ; 
“aS a ember of the Communist 
party, E cannot agree with you, 
in. that part of. your . answer 
where you. are saying that we 
you to _commnunize” the 

the. “twenty-second 
party congréss, =awhich in our 
‘pinion, was ai historic: event, 



AS PRESENT GAVE INTERVIEW:: 
bei, right, editor of Izvestia_and.son- 
Khrushchev, holding interview with President 

in-lay 

United Press International 
Saturday in Hyannis: Port, Mass. Second from the right is 

of: Premier. | ‘Georgt:Bolshikov, Russian interpreter, and in the center 
Alex Akalovsky, a State Department interpreter. 

we adopted a program of Com- 
munist development, and we 
said that we are against an 
export of the revolution, but 

countries in the world in 
thi ich, from our 

int of view, the United States 
A is aperTou Yesterday, I saw 

program which was being 
shown to millions of Americans, 
where your commentator as- 
serted that the whole world is 
under complete threat of the 
Communists to capture the 
world. We would like to see 
an end put to this situation. 

Our Government and our par 
ty believe that every people 
chooses such a system of gov- 
ernment as they like, Augie 
chose the capitalist way 

Cia was 4 auiake. We 
that he Chan pest e 

public, Ecuador, Brazil and 
many other countries. 

. S. Dispute With Cuba 

A Matter of Free Elections 
THE PRESIDENT—May I 

just say, without getting into 
a debate, that the United States! 
supports the idea that evéry 
people aratt nave the 1igne to 

Ice to_the 
ind of” government ey want. 
In Cuba, let 

pedple. “When ‘astro was lead- 
ing the revolution, the state- 
ment was made that there 
would be free elections, and 
freedom for the people and 
progress for the. people, But 

as not kept that com- 
mifMme: mii presen’ fo 
mment of Cuba will allow free 

jand honest elections, in our, 
opinion, it cannot claim to rep- 
esent the majority of the 

ple. is” Our “dispute with 
yearn tren aN ern, Cuba? - 

' Mr. [Cheddi] Ja: on the 
‘other hand, w! S recently 
‘elected Prime Minister in Brit: 
ish Guiana, ig _ 

e United 

won, 

jectionable, and a threat to the 

> ; Wait is 
by an Honest election: which he 

ff the people of any country 

jpeace, is when,a system is im- 
‘posed by a small militant. group 
by subversion, infiltration, and 
all the res 

Jé the Soviet Union and this 
cescunves, could jeep their own 

cae ea en 
temi,_we_waulld_recosnize end 
acceph_that—~And if they chose! 
another system, then we wo 
ope you would Fréco 

0. we 
could get ‘that on both sides, 
I believe the Soviet Union and 
the United States, which have 
so much to gain from peace, 
could live in peace. 

All Soviet Citizens 
Described as Politicians 

MR. ADZHUBEI — I under- 
stand you, Mr. President, and 
I am very happy to hear these 
words from you, because as you 
know. the futtre of the world 



depends in many respects on the Felations between fhe United 
States and our country. Let the 
people decide what way of de- 
velopment they want to choose. 
However, I would like to draw 
your attention to the following 
historical jparallel, When the 
olsheviks, headed by v. I. 

apilalist world Was shouti 
Es ey were otters and 

Watters was no ffesdom in 
Russia, TUE in forty-four vears 
our country became a eat 
poWwer—But-this is Tot The teue. 
I would like to ask you another 
question. . . 
THE PRESIDENT — You 

are a newspaper man and a 
politician. , 

MR, ADZHUBEI — In our! 
country every citizen is a po!- 
itician, ““pétause E 3S Wet SOUL 
onntry_ver.amuch. The young 

and the old like the Socialist sys- 
tem of our country and we are! 
ready to fight for' i 
victorio ou are proud 
or Your country, Mr. President, 
and we ate also very much 
proud of our own country, and 
we are very proud of our party, 
and We are proud of V. I. Lenin. 

Mr. President, sometimes it’s 
said that in order to improve 
the relations between our coun- 
tries, it is necessary to start 
with e settle: t small 

problems, Oth aes that 
too many small issties have ac- 
cumulated. and that perhaps it 
would be better to start with 
a big act. We believe that such 
a big act was the visit by Nikita) 
Sergeyevich Khrushchev to the 
United States in ers irr 

its of tha 

ra F oS © pe 

Gviet Union? That would 
great step forward. ; 

Germany and Berlin 
Called “Most Critical Area’ 

THH PRESIDENT—I think 
we should have not only an 
agreement between our coun. 
tries, but take those.steps which 
make peace possible, I don't 
think that paper, and words on 
paper, are as significant as look- 
ing at those areas which pro- 
vide tension between our two 
systems and seeing if we can 
dispel. that tension, 

Pa 

vide a most imports it stén. in 
improving our telaticns to. other 
“T stated. that J¢ we had’ been! state 

able to get an agreement on 
the nuclear tests cessation, that 
would lead to other agreements 
on disarmament. If we can 
make an agreement. successfully 
which provides peace in Central 
Europe, if we can conclude our 
efforts in Laos and insure a 
government and country which 
are neutral and independent, as 
Chairman Khrushchev and I 
agreed at Vienna, then we would 
be able to move into other areas 
of tension. P ‘ 

I believe, as I have said,” if 
we can now make an agreement 
on 4 satisfactory basis on Berlin; 
and Germany, which is the most! 
critical area—because it repre- 
sents a matter of great interest 
to both our countries, and great 
concern to our peoples—then we 
could take other steps. If we 
can solve the problem of Ger- 
many and Berlin, I believe we 
can find our relations substan. 
tially improved.- - 

MR. ADZHUBEL — Thank 
you, Mr, President, this is a 
most worthy thought. Especial- 
ly because, as I understand you, 
you intend. to talit seriously on’ 
these problems with our Gov- 
ernment. Let me say that the 
German problem is of great im- 
portance to our country, for 
many reasons. Not only. for 
strictl litical ~ , d 
not only. because of prestige 

slovakia and & number of other 

heard any sober yoi 

istration was in power then— 
that the trade relati 
tween our Countt or 
ized. Now, as you w, the’ 
trade relations between our 
countries are in a very lamen- 
table condition. Before I left for 
the United States, I had a con- 
yersation Paige my Srlends from 

e Minis of For le, 
and they asked me & inquire 
from you whether there are any 
prospects of impro the 
trade -Felations ERNE ene 
ountriés, ATter ait there 15 C 2. S. a 

very oid wruth:_together with 
‘oods, together with @ ex. 

char ; fe) 

‘peoples. ~~ S 
THE PRESIDENT — Let me 

say that I know that the Soviet 
Union suffered more: from 
World War II than any coun- 
try. It represented a terrible 
por and the casualties af- 
fec every family, including 
many of the families of those 
now in- government. 
st will say that the United 

ope My sister’ Cie ¢ dibke 

husband was-killed in 3 e, 
ie that War is 

over. now. We want to prevent 
another war arising out of Ger- 
many. I think the important 
thing between the United States 
and the U. S. §. R. is not to 
create the kind of tension and 
pressure which im the name of 
settling World War TI increases 
the chances of a ‘conflict he- 
tween the-Soviet Union’ and its 
allies ‘on the one hand.gud the} 

Soviet Representative | 
Cites Russian War Losses 

But there is also another as- 
pect to the German problem. In 
our country, in the Soviet Union, 
there is not a single family 
that did not lose some kin in 
the war. You know we are try- 
ing to put out the smoldering 
coals of the last war in Central 
Europe. But we donot wish 
only to play the role.of:a po- 
litical Frenal as it were, 
though it is very important. In 
the heart of every Soviet cit- 
izen, in the soul of every So- 
viet citizen, there are, as you 
know, coals still burning from 
the last war, and they are burn- 
ing his soul and do not let 
him sleep quietly. Thus, solu- 
‘tion of the question of a peace 
‘treaty is. the hope and tran- 
quillity in the heart of every 
Soviet man. After all, we are 
still singing songs about those 
who did not come home from 
the war. I know that you par- 
ticipated in the war, that you 
are a hero of the war, and this 
is why I am talking to you in 
such lofty words.' But this, if 
you wish, is a sideline. 

Mr. President, in 1958, if I 
am not mistaken, our Govern- 
ment suggested to the Govern- 
ment of the United States— 
of course, the previous Admin- 

United States. and. its’ alliés on: 

the other. What we‘should 
tempt to do is work outa. 
tion through negotiation: 
will make it’ possible ° 

‘Symbolic’ Step by. Ue 

of great dollar 
some symbolic importan 
was a matter which Ch: 
Khrushchev had’ spoken 
on several occasions... 
My own judgment, is: 

we can solve the ‘probi 

trade-in. recent nto: 
the. difficulty \v Serdar 

MR. ADZHUBELI—I shall corn- 



municate your words to dur! 
readers with a.feeling of satis- 
faction. We have always thoug 

gy, your realistic approach, that 
as helped you to create: such 

Mr. President, beta 3 is idea, 

was expressed by you in: séveral 
instances, whethe . geri 

nbint at THe 3S 

hands. ~~ : 
I would like to remind,:you 

of one thing. You know, in 
France when the bourgeois. revo- 
lution won, the aristocratic EKu- 

ifor the peoples of Eastern Hu- 
rope, They, do not, in our opin- 
ion, today, have a free ‘choice. 

You may argue that they may 
want to live under communism, 
but if they do not, they are not 
given the opportunity to change. 

We believe that if the Soviet 
Union — without attempting 
to impose the Communist sys- 

the Soviet Union and the United 
States will then be very satis- 
factory, and our two peoples, 
which now live in danger, will 
be able to live in peace and with 
a greatly ineréased standard of 
living. And I believe we have 
such vast economic opportuni- 

tem -- will permit the people’ 
of the world to live as they: 
wish to live, relations between 

President Kennedy 
Aleksei I. Adzhubei. 
Soviet-United States: Relatlons—-They are “not as satisfac- 

tory” as the President had hoped they would be when he 

Spécial to. The New York Times. 

‘editor of Izvestia: 

President indicated some interest in an 

The Interview's Highlights 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 28—Following are highlights of 
s replies to questions and comments by 

. Of. : ties now in both of our coun- exchange of peace declarations between the North Atlantic 
mortal sin ‘When the October tries, that we should consider Treaty Organization and the Warsaw Pact countries. 
Revolution won, all the ‘world how we can get along and not Nuclear. Tes ‘again expressed disappointment at the of the zich condemned that revo- attempt to impose our views, Soviet Union’s resumption of nuclear tests, saying he 
tution, But this revolution won! one on the other or on anyone had leoked to-ggreement on. the céssation of tests as 2 

else. You mentioned. that: a:Marxist 
came to powér in British. Gui- 
ana, Do_you. thirk*that-eve: 
occurred there according: occurred f° cours 

oward ‘general disarmament. ‘ 
‘of East. Germany—~“The reason why we have 

De recognize East Germany as a sovereign 
power,” he said, “ds that we do not recognize the division 
of Germany.’ However, he noted that there would be 

the “hands” of Moscone 
THE PRESIDENT — Let me 

say, as I indicated, if:the peo- 
ple of these countries.make a 
free choice, that theyprefer the 
Communist or Socialist: or any 
other kind of system, ‘then the 
United States anq*:the peoble 
of the United States: accept 
that. That is..why I give the: 

into independent states, T think 
fifteen/ e French 
Communi een ned 
into, twenty-one. independent 
states, There are many changes 
in, the—world.“Westaes- Barope 
has<joined closer together in 
thée’Common Market, ~~ 

These are not the result of 
the Conmmuists’_etforts. “TtiGre 
are many changes, as I have 

Seis, GHTOURROUE the world, Peo- 
ple ‘want to lve in different 

at We ways, That is 2 
also. If they have ga fair op- 
portunity to make a choice, if 
they choose to support com- 
maunism, we accept that. 

of the Central Committee of the 
‘Communist party of the Soviet 
Union, and_he did not succeed 
in convincin ou, ni i 
try To do so. ‘ ; 

' This, as you know, is a mat- 
ter of personal outlook. One 
man may consider ¢ertain_elec- Hong to be tee, Wile another while another 

consider tho; i WOU. 

le, in 
@ humber of countrie - tin 
America, mary 

2 taking place F\ chan; ss are 
Jong period of time you - 
lSidered that [Generalissimo Ra- 
fael Leonidas] lillo, was 
elected _in a democratic way. 

You have heen saying the same 
about te repime of the Shan of 
Tfaras well Buttet-us-net-en- 
sage tr at -argunrent ard let us 
turn t6 the next question. 

MR, ADZHUBEI—Mr. Presi- 
dent, may I ask you the follow- 
ing question? It is well known 
that the Soviet Government has 
declared its readiness to accept 
any proposal of the Western 
powers on international control 
and inspection, if agreement on 
general and complete disarma- 
ment is reached. At the same 
time, the Soviet Government 
does not exclude the possibility 
of reaching agreement on a 
number of measures which may 
decrease the danger of war and 
which could be effected’ the’ 
nearest future. | 

Such proposals are, for in- 
stance, the proposals on the 
freezing of military budgets, re- 
nunciation of the use of nu- 
clear weapons, the conclusion 
of a nonaggression pact between 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact 
countries, ‘withdrawal of foreign 
frnens from thé territories of 

other countries, the .estanusn- 
ment of free zoe, or 
meas’ against the danger ‘or 
surprise attack. i 

What, in your views, are the 
prospects of géneral_ and com- 
plete disarmament, and of de- 
creasing international tensions? 
THE PRESIDENT— Inasmuch 

as the Soviet Union and the 
United States agreed in the 
declaration of principles in Sep- 
tember, at the end of the Mc- 
‘Cloy-Zorin talks, on the goal of 
general-and complete disarma- 
ment, the problem now becomes 
an attempt to implement that 

goal, stage by stage. 
The Soviet Union and the 

United States have a basic dis- 
agreement which must be re- 
solved .on this. question. We 
believe that there must be. ade- 
quate inspection, to make sure 
that each side is disarming and 
staying in accordance with the 
agreements which they make. 
The Soviet Union. has stated 
that it will permit us, or the 
international body, to imspect 
those weapons which are de- 
stroyed but will not permit us to 
carry out an inspection to see 
jwhat weapons remain. One side 
could destroy 100. bombers but 
su have 1,000 or 2,000 bombers 
eft. : 

Ld 

{Inspection of All Arms 

Is Termed Necessary 

If you are really going to 
provide for orderly disarmament 

+¢ : era “two. Germanys. as long as the Soviet Union believes can't give you any. ices. yo § ah eck > : : that ~ there Won't be social as you did not t, that that is in her interest. : ; 
changes in the world. al gh me. You have tal ith Soviet Satellite’ Nations—The Yalta and Potsdam agree- n i € (Chairman, the first Secreta: “free choice” for.the peoples of 

particularly that of Berlin, 
eased, trade between the



it seeMS to Me you have to in- 
spect not only those weapons 
which have been destroyed but 
also these weapons that remain. 
Otherwise we do not have any 
guarantee of security for either 
Side, If we can agree to an 
effective inspection system so 
that each country can know that 
the other is living up to its 
agreement, then, in my opinion, 
we can move into general and 
complete disarmament. 

That is why I thought it so 
vitally important that we make 
an agreement on cessation of 
nuclear testing as the first step, 
and then proceed step by step 
through atomic weapons, 
through missiles, through the 
level of ground forces, the navy, 
and all the rest. If we can get 
agreement on that, then we can 
move toward general and com- 
plete disarmament. 

I think it would be helpful it 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact 
engaged in’ a commitment to 
live in peace with each other, I 
certainly believe we should take 
every conceivable step to pre- 
vent surprise attack. I believe 
that if the relations between our 
countries can be normalized, 
there will be less Military build- 
up on both sides, but_we can- 
not now withdraw our troops 
from Europe, way back across 
the Atlantic Ocean, when you 
merely withdraw your troops 
to the Soviet Union, which is 
only a few hundred miles away. 

That is why we need some 
understanding of what is going 
to be the situation in Berlin 
and in Germany. And that is 
why I hope negotiations will 
take place between our Gov- 
ernments quickly and will come 
to a successful conclusion. 

The statement has been made 
on many occasions that we ob- 
ject to the signing of a peace 
treaty, that we regard that as 
a belligerent act, That is not 
the point. It is our view that 

policy. 
To. divide a country, to di- 

vide a city, to put up a wall in 
a city, we believe, only increases 
tensions rather than diminish 
them, And we believe that, if 
the German people .were per- 
mitted to be reunified, ade- 
quate steps could be taken to 
protect the security of all in- 
volved. 

Signing of Pact Viewed 

As Step to Raise Tension 

to permit reunification, and 
a one as e Soviet 

Union has olicy German 
wal not be reunite, The ques- 
ion now is whether the Soviet 
Union will sign a treaty with 
the East German authorities 
which will increase tension ra- 
ther than diminish it. 

‘As I said in my speech at 

Now we Tee that _ today 
he Soviet Union does not intend 

the United Nations, we recog- 
nize that the Soviet Union can 
sign any treaty it wishes with 
the East German authorities, 
Ww. we find to be so dan- 
gerous, ho i 
tha reaty Will deny us 
ous zighte Tn West Berlin nights 
which we won through the war,; 
rights WICH Were aeTeed te hy; | 
théSovietUnlon, “the “Unites| 
Statés, Britain and France at 
the cd € war, and. 
which we believe shoulé be con- 
tinued. : 

But if you sign a treaty with’ 
East Germany and those rights 
are subject to the wishes of 
the East German authorities, it 
seems to me that that is going 
to increase tension, If the So-| 
viet_Union attempts ii that! 
treaty” To i | 
tion ove es eT Othe} 

es,! 
ag e 20~! 

‘fple o — e 
lines of communication“and ac- 
cess, 2 the 
outside_world and the West, 
are comple fhe con- 
trol of Hast Germap authorities 
to cut any time they so wish) 
——then is treat oes__not; 
brin; s peace, it only increases’ 
the danger. i Now I am hopeful that, in| 
the conversations and negotia-: 
,ations which we hope to have: 
‘with the Soviet Union, assur-' 
ances will be given which will, 
permit us to continue to exer- 
cise the rights which we now 
have in West Berlin, as a re- 
sult of the existing four-power 
agreement, and will permit free 
access in and out of the city. 
_We do not want to stay in 

West Ber € people there 
not_want us to stay. But 

en 
they decide at they don’t 
want us, we will leave. But as 
jong as they wish us to stay, 
it seems to me that the rights 
which are’ ours by agreement 
should be maintained. t 

in and'o West Berlin free- 
pinion, 

a 
the center of Europe, and if we 
can reach an agreement on this 
question, then I believe our re- 
lations will greatly improve. | 

MR. ADZHUBEI — You just 
answered the question I was 
going to ask. But I cannot 
agree with you, Iam Tot a 
Specialist In the 1€! 3: = 
armament—but as Timderstand 
it, the McCloy-Zorin agreement 
Was 3 Very important ae Tot 
ward, and we hope that the 

ris Specialists who will 
authorized by our vern- 

ments will iea Oo better re- 
sults. 5 

And now a few words about 
Germany. If I understand cor- 
rectly the translation, I have 
heard_a very. unrealiStié’ term. 
I have it mind the term “Rast 
German authorities.” I6 would 

fn a%. 

eful ‘settlement <int 

be Wore pleasant to hear “Gov- 
ernment’ of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic” : 

tic — relatiori the 

‘trate TeITOHS “with TEs 
we are realists, If the Govern- 
ment of the Ufiited-Statés were 
not saying “Mast German au- 
£ T sorte put were tosav “Gov. 
ernment of The G. D. R.,” that. 

woul ety good and” rea-, 
listic. . ; 

Guarantees of ‘Freedom’ 

For West Berlin Proposed 

And now a second point. We 
would like to sign a peace 
treaty together with our World 
War II allies, and we hope that 
it will be so. It would be a 
great happiness not only for 
our Government but also for our 
people. . : 

Nobody intends to turn West 
erlin over : 

Tha oes Tr make sénse. 
here tsthe-G--p Rand there ere 2 UO, ae ere 

is che FT R-G. with its capitals 
's 7 Le 57 a__péace 
eaty “and lef us guarantee 
freedom for West Berlin by 
every iiéans —— by troops of 
the four powers, Bb Unite Na- 
tions -trosps —= aed isPS Phas 
lguaranteé if3 tights. But this 
ia problem —tor-tatars eee 
itiatiore 

Now a few words about ac. 
cess to West Berlin. Why com- 
plicate such a simple problem? 
Communication to West Berlin 
runs” over I00” milés” through 
the “TérrT ie) € érman 

tt —~ If one 
needs to visit West Berlin, if it 
is nec eople, 
food or other goods there, then 
it is very elementary to ask 
périmission Tor that or the Gov- 
errient of The" D. R. Some- 

_ feel — and I am saying 
this to you very frankly — that 
some evil people are attempting 
to-compticate simple THnse and 
thus aré~delinetatety— treating 
tetstorc 

’ Yesterday, when I was’ talk- 
ing with your closest advisers, 
I gave this example: If a man 
has his~ nervous system ex- 
tremely strained, he is irritated 
by every noise, every sound and 
everything is taken by him very. 
‘Suspiciously. Such a man can 
create much trouble. We hope 
jthat the negotiations which 
will take place in the near fu- 
ture will be objective, realistic 
and will be conducted in. an 
atmosphere of complete calm. 
THE PRESIDENT — May I 

just make one brief response? 



‘All Berlin was put under four- 
[power authority by the agree- 
‘ments at Potsdam. Hast Ber- 
lin, which was under the im- 
mediate authority of the Soviet 
Union, has now been turned 
over to East- Germany in vio- 
lation of those agreements. It 
is no longer effectively under 
fourspower control. And now 
the Soviet Union seeks to place 
Soviet troops in West Berlin. 
It does not Suggest that the 
troops of the other three powers 
be placed in East Berlin, 

In other wotds, the Soviet 
Union now seeks to share in 
the control of West Berlin. That 
is the first point that is in 
question. The second is this 
question of the rights of access 
in crossing East Germany. As 
I gather it, you would give the 
Hast German authorities — you 
Say Hast German Government 
—the power to interfere with 
that traffic. It is stated that 
they would not. do so, but we 
have no assurances in Mr. Ui- 
bricht’s statements, which vary 
from week to week. 

Of Curbs on Access 
In my opinion, if such an agreement is. signed, if our 

Tights. on the communication 
lines between the West and 
West Berlin—which are now 
governed by the Soviet Uhion— 
are turned over to the East German authorities, and if the 
East Germans should interfere 
with that right of access, for 
One reason or-another, then this 
would provide for heightened 
tension, the Soviet Union might come to the support of East Germany and we would find ourselves, instead of ‘having settled this now, once more 
face-to-face. 

The reason why we have been reluct: 0 TECO; e er- mar OVEreipn Power is 
thai e the diVisior our 
opinion the Ge: people wish 
to haves 

and the UNETy, wr had been defeated in war, w 
wouldn’t like to have a lin: ‘drawn down the Mississi is River. The Germans wanf to be 

ermanvy a ‘Vided 

Now: the question is—given that \decision—can we ‘provide ‘for the. protection of our rights jin West. Berlin, which were agneed to in 1945 by the Soviet Union, .80 that this is not a continuing: crisis? In attempt- ing to work out a Solution of the problems which came about aS a result of World’ War tT, 

Warning Given on Danger 

we Ggn't want to increase the 
Chantes of World War TI. Ait 
pwe wish to do is maintain a 
ivery limited—and they ‘are a 
very limited—number ‘of ‘troops 
of the three powers in West Ber- 
lin and to have, for exaniple, an 
international administtation on 
the autobahn so that goods and 
people can move freely in and 
out. 

Then we can have peace in 

Germany is going to exercise 
the right of authority over that 
access, We are going to have 
continued tension there—and I 
simply do not see, given the 
sirong interests of both of us 
in having peace in this. part of 
Europe, why: that-is a wise deci- 
sion. I am hopeful instead that 
the negotiations which we are 
anxious to see take place will 
bring about an agreement on 
this area which will recognize 
fairly the interests of all. 

Russians’ Bitterness 

Against Germany Cited 

MR, ADZHUBEI—Mr. Pres- 
ident, since ’'m talking to you 
in a very frank and friendly 
manner, I wou Sk you 
to imagine, at least for a mo- 
miéft, the following impossible 
thing. Imagme Tiat you were 
an officer, a veteran of the So- 
viet Navy, who fought in World 
War II, You won the war, and 
then the very events occurred 
which are now taking place. 
One of the parts of Germany 
=the ; i er 
mally — does not recosiize 

e ancelior of f 
ee; try_goes to the tates 

t resident of the 
United States and they have 
ecret talks. The spirit of. re- 

erchiSHT Ts-Ve high i at 
rpart of rmany. What. would 
lyour attitude be toward this, if 
you Were a veteran of the Soviet 
Navy? ; 
THE PRESIDENT — If ft 

were a Soviet veteran, I would 
hee one est Germany now 
has only niné divisions, which 
is a fraction of the Soviet 
forces.” Nine “divisions, thas 
no nu o nuclear Weapons Uf tts own. 
t a \ all air force— 

ajmost no navy, I perhaps 
or three submarines, So it. 

isnot a mi at, Its nine 

tional control of NAT subject to the command sf ore 
NATO organtentign wien is 
made up of fifteen countries of 
Euro Which altogether have, 
a” West Ge rian ut 1_West_Gerniany nowt Apo 

twi -two or twenty- di- 
visions—abou le number 
as the Soviet divisions t 
Germany, ‘ 

| So that I do not see that 
‘this country represents a mili- 
jtary threat now to the So- 
jviet Union, even though I ;: - 
ognize how bitter was .- 

this area for years. But if East - 

borders which have hée: ab= 
ned after the War, It is ; 

b nag up its armed. roreese 

struggle in World War IT — 
the same way that Japan todex 
represents no threat to the 
United States, even though 
twenty years ago there were 
four years of war in the Pacific 
against the Japanese. The pow- 
ér of countries changes—weap- 
ons change — science changes 
—without missiles, without nu- 
clear capability, with very few 
divisions today, I don’t believe 
West Germany is a military 
threat. . . 

Then IT would Jook - the — 

i 
Cont’d on Followinc ‘ 
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power of the United States, and 

I would look at the power of 

the Soviet Union, and I would 

say that the inportant thing 
is for the Soviet Unio he 
United States et_ into 
@_war, which would Stroy 
-both of our systems. So as a 
Soviet veteran, I would want 
the Soviet Union to reach an 
agreement with the United 
States which recognizes the in- 
terests and e Cominitirertts 
oO TT 7 as well 
as r own, 
to enforce —si a 
n it 1 pon e United 
States. which would be against 
previods ¢"" ~~ nments We had 
madeé- @ viet Onion made 

Accord Suiting Bot": Sides 
In Germany Held Possible 

The important thing is to at-; 
tempt to reach an accord which| 
recognizes the interests of all: 
and I believe that can be done 
with respect to Germany, I rec-' 
ognize that there are going to’ 
be_two Ge vs ong as 
the Soviet Union believes that 
that_is in “her interest. ‘The 
problem now is to make sure 
that, in any treaty which the 
Soviet Union reaches with East 
Germany, the rights of the oth- 
er powers are recognized in 
Berlin. That’s all we're talking 

labout We are not talking about 
encouraging revanichisth build ._build- 
ing a great German military 
mrachiné, or anything else you 
mention, In” any peace treaty 
which Is signed’ with Hast Ger- 
many, théré wiust be a recogni- 
Gon of the fights of the Cait 

es and the other powers. 
- Now that™does not seem to 
me to be a threat in any way 
jto the security of the Soviet 
Union. That does not provide 
for any increase in the Western 
military forces, which are rath- 
er limited there. I think we 
could have peace in this century 
in Central Europe if we can 
reach an accord over West Ber- 



lin, To pursue another course 
in the name of ending World 
War II—a course which threat- 
ens to increase the chance of 
World War III — represents 
a wholly unwise policy, for you 
and for us. 

So, if I were a Soviet officer 
and wanted peace, .I would 
think peace can be won and my 
country’s security can be as- 
sured. The Soviet Union is a 
strong military power. It has 
great nuclear capacity. It has 
missiles, planes—it has a great 
umber of divisions — it has 
countries associated with it. 
0} er going to invade the 
Soviet Unik spam There 13 gam There no 

itary power that can do that. 
The “problent eto ae an 
apréément which Will permit us 
to have our interests recognized, 

as a SOUS WT as—yours. “That nau Id 
e beyond th no yond the capacity of 

us botH: 
Chairman Khrushchev did 

not, nor did I, make the ar- 

qt ~ 
4 lrangements in 1945 in regard iby German generals, and you/to you or to us. I think that we 

‘Know that Europe is very far;shoulq look at’ things as they 
from the United States, Don’tlare in-1961. 
you think that at some point it , : might happen that Géfman gen- Chance of N uclear War 

“Might become too influen-|Termed Major Danger 
2? 

to Berlin. Our responsibility, 
given the situation which is a 
difficult one, is to bring about 
peace, and I believe it can be 
done. 

In short, if I were a Soviet/erals 
naval officer, 1 W eel that)tial i d 

THE PRESIDENT—That is the security of the Soviet Union ; ; was well rotected, and that why I believe it to be so im- 
€ im ortant th zy 

th ihe now7isto|portant to stress the West Ger-(Of 1941. Look what has hap- 
reach an accotd With the Unites man Army is integrated inj/Pened. As I said, in the Far 

You have stated that you are 
realists, This is not 1939, 1940 

States, our ally during that sec- NATO. NATO is now command- 
ond war. 

Question of Atom Arms 
For Bonn Regime Raised 

ed by an American; and, in my 
judgment, as long as German 
forces are integrated in NATO 
—and NATO is under the con- 
trol of the fifteen NATO couri- 

MR. ADZHUBEI — Mr. Pres-|tries, none of which wants an- ident, I am about to finish. Of|other war—there is security for 
cour, ou answered this ques-jall. And I think that will’ con- tion not aS a Vetere tinue. 
So ed fo 
ident of the United States, andlit German 

ut as Pres- Now if this situation changed, 

that Is quite natural, However, capability of its own, if it de- as T understand you, Mr. Pres-iv Iz any Missilés, or a ident, you are aginst West Ger- strong national army that many’s Having nuclear weapons threatené 

eveloped an atomic 

, en would 
at her’ disposal or_in an de-junderstand your concern, and I 
gree of control over such weap-|would share if, er all, we 
ons. 

| THE PRESIDENT 
havé had two wars_in Enurope, 

Thelas wel] as you. 
But t United States, as a matter of he_ situation today, and 

national policy, as I said at thelthe situation Tor the future, is United Nations, will not givelas I have described it. If Tr 
“nuclear weapons to an 

acquire a ni 
its own, Cis 

that is e@ Wise 

changed, then it would séem to 
Yyime appropriate for the United wo 

£ to see West Germany)States and the Soviet Union and 
ofjothers to consider the situation 

Uerjat that time. But it is not that Hor 
state uid not, in|way now, so why take the risk 

is sti icy, offof having the United States, 
that Government, and I think|which is a powerful. country, 

and the Soviet Union, which is 
MR. ADZHUBEI—But youlaiso powerful, gétting into diffi- 

know perfectly well that many culty with each other, when top posts in NATO are occupied|there is no real threat in Europe 

East, Japan’s strength was en- 
tirely different in those years. 
China's power was also entirely 
different. Countries change. Sit- 
uations change. And we have 
to be realistic enough to see 
where the real danger lies. The 
real danger today is the fact. 
that both of us possess in our 
nuclear stockpiles the means to 
impose great devastation upon 
each other — and we are the 
ones that have the most to iose 
from war. 

Therefore I think, if we look 
at it realistically, we should be 
able to reach an aceord which 
protects ‘the interests of our 
two great countries, and per- 
mits us both to go ahead with 
increasing our standard of liv- 
ing and meeting other problems. 
‘In the United States in the lastimany changés, and that the 
fourteen years our. living stand- standin ar huing-ot The people 
ard has increased 40. per cent.lis rising. The standards of the 
In the Soviet Union it has gone 
up sharply. Nobody can benefit 
more from peace than the So- 
viet Union and the “United 
States. 

I. would hope that rather 
than attempting - to: talk. about 
conditions in Germany as they 
were twenty years ago, Wel .MR. ADZHUBEI — Thank 

today. We have had- peace, 

really, in Europe for fifteen 

years. The problem now is to 

see if we can reach a negotia- 

tion which can settle this mat- 

ter for another fifteen years. 

Nobody knows what is going to 

happen in the world over the 

long run, but at least we ought 
to be able to settle this matter 
of Berlin and Germany. 

MR. ADZHUBEI — I thank 
you for your attention and this 
time that I took from your 
week-end rest. 
THE PRESIDENT — I ap- 

preciate very much your giving 
me, as President, this oppor- 
tunity to talk to the people 
of the Soviet Union, and your 
courtesy in coming here. I 
want to emphasize that to the 
people of this country there is 
nothing that would satisfy 
them more than to see the two 
countries live at peace, and the 
people of the two countries en- 
joying a steadily increasing 
standard of living. 
Liwas in the Soviet Union 

a “Student —in--4938-"and I 

dnderstand THAT THere Fave teen 

people of the United States 
have §70risen—I_am hopeful 
that is interview will con- 
tribufe in some dégree to bet- 
ter understanding and to peace. 
For, I"repeat: again, our ‘two: 
peoples have the most to gain, 
from peace! 

would look at them as they are you, Mr. President.


