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The Gommission constdsred the circu: 
° Trving, TORAS, on INUrSCay s Rover él, LOS NS GONG 

told che curtain rod Story ta i 
-. and the opvious oul of Cis packare LUORGCG tO OLLGs x VOR LL 

7. Ghenext days” (im l29 and I37) 

There 18 no reason to doubt Wesley Frazierts st tory that Oowald agked hin. 

for a ride to Irving on Thursday night, saying that ne wanted to pick up sorc 

curtain rods, According to the reports on Oswald's interrogation by the poliag, 

he denied having told Frazier anythinz ebout curtein rods (wa 6043. Chore i: 

no transeript of the interrovation but if dawale estually contradicted Trauic: 

he was almost cer tainly untruthful. iff Captain Fritz, the interrorator, 

thought Oswald was lying when he dented the curtain red story, it is a pity 

that he did not proceed to ask him why he did return to trving on spuroday$ 

no one seems to have asked that question at any timo during Oswald's detention. 

tents of a In any event, a lie about the purpose of a visit 

pa ckage is a far ery from proof of oriminsl purpose; and there is some question 

asout whether in fact the Thursday visit was as unusual er unprecedenicd as tou 

Report suge ests. in an PBI report concerning Oswald's income and CXPOUGLberis 

there is an Interview with the cashier of the A&% P store in Irving, pic 

' farrants, who told the FRI that Oswald kad app red ab the cushier's 

“ans eabhed a $33.00 unemployment check on Thered 
2 

The manager of the store, Yroy Erwin, t told the PHT thet the check in question rec 

definitely been cashed at the store sonetin after’ 3. ‘pa on Thursday, Getober 31, 

1963, through close of business on Friday, Novomber 4 19634 

merely stabes that Oswald cashed the £23.00 check on Friday, 

although Mrs Tarrants had said ‘that the trangaction toolplace on t 

ng without requestioning her or making a further attempt to pir 

Both Marina Oswald and Ruth Paine belicved ‘that Oswald had cone UO Irving 

on the night before the assassination to make wp bis quarrel ° with his wife. 

Oswald, in common with mest husbands, would have been disin 

marital contretomps to vraaier, a casual bachelor acquaint 

_to cat humble pie in public. It is even conceivable that 
an innocent fiction sbout curtain rods, carried an inmrovice 

sustain ite | Morcover, there wore curtain rods stored in the Paine rararc. 

counsel Jenner and Secret Service agent Joe Howlett accompanied yrs Paine ta the < 

oo
 garage and found two curtain rods on a shelf (9H les). Phe rod 

. and found to be 27 and a half inches toncen figure which should be bpovno in tio 

mind, for reasons to be discussed below.
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According to the Commission's findings, 

the paper bag conecaled on his person sien 

Irving on Thursday. Fragier saw no paper bas nox any sien that 

. Oswald had some six fest of wrapping vapor cone sealed on hig porson. 

.. Nether Marina Oswald (1H 120) nor Ruth Pa aine (3H 49, 77) novice 

anything which provides the smallest corroboration for the Commission! 

assumption, -According to an FSI interview of Decenber 3, 1963, 

Marina stated that when Oswald visited the Paine heuce 
on Thursday evening, November 21, 1963, he did not 
bring anything with him when he arrived at the house 
«sche further advised that she does not know of 
anything that Oswald tock with hin from the Pains 
house. to work the next morning, Noveaber..22..,She 
examined this sack and said nad never seen 
anything like it and that she hac seen such a 

. gack or such paper in the POSS sagion of Oswald on 
November 21, 1963, or at any 

To acce t, the Commission's inferences then, we mast credit Ceweld : 3 ? 

-owdth great adroitness in conesaling the raver ag not only from Weasley Mee wade 

‘Fragier and Ruth Paine but also. from his wife, in the privacy of thous 

- Dedroom, - , . 

Re grettably, the Commission made no attempt to determine when 

- Oswald made the paper bag, or where. Thore is no foundation for che 
: 

. gonelusion that he made the bag and took ib to Irving other than 
: ant 

the convenience of. that finding to the Commission'’s fixed theory. 

The "disappearance of the rifle” and the finding chat Oawald 

removed it from the blanket in the Paine garage between 6 and 9 pm 

on Thursday are marked. by ambiguities also. - Before dealing with the 

"disappearance" of the rifle, wo should examine the question of its 

appearance in the Paine garege, by roviewing the stops between the 

shipping of the rifle by Klein's Sporting Goods in Chicego and th 

dramatic moment in the garage when the blanket was found to be 

empty.



Ideints mallod the rifle to "A Hideliit ab a Dallas post 9 0G bO%. 

The comniss sion asserts that the relevant post office record forma na he eur 

destrs yed and that it is not known vhother re oor not C svaid, in venting tne 

7 box, had authorized 1A Hiden to receive wt thers (WR 121). that statement 

flatly contradicts an VBI report of June 3, 196), which states } 2 3 3 

Qur investigation has revealed that Oswald @ 
‘indicate on his spplication the % obhers, i 
an “A Hidoli," would receive 
in question, whieh was Post Ocfuce © 
Qalilas. This box was obtained by Gawald on October 
9, 1962, and re Linquished by him on vey 1h, 1953. 

The Cor naiesion has. an answer for that problem, too, even though dt hag 

sungested that Hidell might have been aubhoriaed to receive wall au the box 

hd 
apy .. 5am oh. id > Ae oyee of Te nb OF ed eS ye od er ae ey eel tO at af he 
hen its own exhibit indicates thab he was note Ryo COMue on boro bat Lo 

does not matter, one way or the other, because Would have hag no 

my, ax M4 & tea, eee Sree a, Vleints. ne: had omly to wresent ieulty in obtaining the package fron | 

the notice which would have been placed in his bex and he would nave 

received + the package without even having to identify himself, 
. “A 

Appar ontly no inquiry was made ab tle posh office vo dutomune LP soy 

supLoyee recalied handling the package from Kleinis or ha. ng 3 Lt over to 

Son! person presenting a notice, nor was any abtespt made to trace the novice 

Woe are pres sented only ¥ vith assumptions as to the ease with which 9 ewald 

sisht have ob tained the package addressed to Hidell, on the 

basis of tes sLimany from a post-office inspe stor at a sub-station. There aro 

C
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 been in force. rbainly shovid have Leoked for 

proof rather than accepting a theorctical likelihosd as sufficic 

when the assurance that Oswald would have had no difficulty in obtaining a 

parcel addressed to Hidell rested on tic testimony of a sinvle witness ce] 

post office inspector Harry Holmes, who is also an FEIT informer (Cz L 152). 

ey Thore is no proof that the rifle acdeossad to Hidell was hanced ever t: 

Lee He rvey Oswald by the postal authorities, 
CTred me fen. fe: gal” 

the only basis,for the conclusion that Osw 

shortly before the attack on General ° 

“a rifle dif discussed in g later chapters) Maxina Oswald is alco 

authority for the conclusion that the rifle was carted 

watel el 
ta 

soon aftor wetuewines fran eed 

a 

and from New Orleans to Irvine, where it remained on the floor of the ec 
+ a he “wrapped in a blanket. She tes tificd the Nfee whe 

4 oe 
she had gone to the garage to search for parts to the baby's crib and that si 

had Lifted a corner of the blanket -and soen part of the 5 

Against thet testineny, we must wolsh 

Soarfipst as 
2 AOA Ce! carefully obtained by e Commission abow 

their suitcases and other bacrvagse were too ChE 

There was a large soft-sided canvas zipper 

inches wide (2H 63); a rectangular suitcase 

a suall blue zipper canvas bag (ly 50 end 115; 68 436; Lin L62); a 

bag, about 1 inches a ins an inexpensive canvas bag, ebowt 26 

(6H ULsys 3 some wegular cases about 26 inc nes tong; and io Marine corps 

juffelbags. Eg
 

Jemer Now, Hits. Paine, the staf 3 
£ ig interested in Lee 

Tarvey Oswald's lugegare. » Mould you please, to the best 
of your recollection, tell us whet plecss of luggage he 

vhad.,.%hat they looked like, whole shepe and Porm? 

R Paine Yess He had two large marine duffelbags with 
His tiame on them, and probohly his Marine serial mmber. 
Tt wad marked with a good deal of white painb. It stood 

- quite high. oo 

gomer Were they up-ended when you say high? . You moan 

standing on end, they word high? 

Sha 3 Otanddang can F. Lae om 7 os E Paine tanding on t end they would come well above 
this Cable. 
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Paine Something Like 
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OVER To the drain 
>. £Loor, and stop ric , 5 

aeeifas thoxre ‘any x pearange as to cither d dafvelbac, wok 
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R Paine Wo. 
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Jenner Or a gun, a riffle? 
se atuintnmmemamine dea naiened 
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R Pains . No. 

Jomer No? Nothing? 

R Paine Nothing. . ‘Gpebt 

Jemer Now would you plense tell us whet there wee in the way of ne 
hoggage placed in the Stintion wagon? 

RPeine There again the two large duffels which wore heo-vier than 
i couia move, he put those in. , 

Jemer Descrioe their apre AT ENCE y whOneS 

R Paine Again stuffed full, a rumply outside. 

semen. + yReaply? WO appearance of a any } hard object pushing owhvards? 

R Paine No. 

dencer Arainst the sides or ends of the duffel bars? 

R Paine. HO. ; 

Jenner You saw nothing with respect to those duffel acs el ich 
mighe timer havo led you to belleve-- pues 

-R Paine A board in it, no. 

Jenner A tent pole, a tong obgstb, hard? - 
b cetmetndainiectenlnieeiaed . oo 

“BR Paine We, 

‘genner Nothing at alle. 
Mee 

H Paine Noe me . 7 _ (38 19) 

Jenner s pising crescendo of Gaesperation is an index te tho imeortance which 

attached to showing that the rifle could have been carted in ar i 

counsel was porsistent, owb frustreted. Some wacks later » osnner put the ¢ 

kinds of questions to Lillian Murret, ane sot cl. 

samé kinds of answers from her as from. Meth Pe (S135 and 1h0). fhe Lon 

. and substance of the dialogue indicates such an amciety to determine how tho
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‘Paine if recall no such packages 

senmer pf 
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hrs, Paine repeated, in response 4 

Lanket t. in the Oswald apartment 2 in § 4 + 1 eet gy DR tan OF ‘inthe spring or in the fall 

that she did not see it in her station wago TON 

net see the Dienket in her garage until October sometime, no corlier than a 

fetober 7th, she was sure (34 he) }e 

= mw % ned TL a his wife had beens . He restified, Micha sacl Paine was no more help 
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“eer eye ‘ meet ts LoLusa blanket as pars raane Polded 
done withoul the rifle being disms 
show, Hr Chairman, that the. “pifle L 
‘from end to end, and it does not-~ 

hePaine Can you make it flatter? 

gemmer . Nos. because the rifle is now in there. 

cea. -- .. BR Paine r just mean that-<- 

Jenner Was that about the appearence of the 
Wrapped package that you Saw on your garage 

R Paine Yes; although I recall it as quite 

—gemner = Flatter than it now appoars to be? 
eae oo. .R Paine Yess But it is not a ci iear recollection. 

an . . Z a Po a + an ty y ; , ... gemmer You have a firm recoliection t hat the paces ro, “eee meen ae m es ay eget Yo ‘ you sew was of the Lenceth? os 

Rpeine Yes, definitely. 
toe gener Thetis hs sinchos, approximately « 

Now, Mr Chairman ty 
on the opposite» before, 
witness Look at ‘' Khave now 7 

“i+ 8 opposite side of the ville te the J cor, and 
ee: there, docs 

wi hte ae LE LG eke 

a RB Paine T recall it.as hey 
Pe | as Ghe othe® had been,” 

With Michael Paine, there was also 

the Carcano rifle aud asked to CONS 

one i the BALAZE« 

meres net, pa FY 
WES Fon as OU Ly 

+ 4 ot, arty Tak wt gh gan Le weye a sayy Tiebeler...You are hav <Afficulty Lt as smack 
ayia ory er by ap See 4 * ag won you romemnver Lt in the maras 
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in the garape » FBI hair and fiber expert Paul st = 

when he testified that yin exanining che blanks by 

Although beth Ruth and uh chael Pas ‘ine ultinate?; ¥ agreed that & 

aining the Cereano rifle was sinter ar 

‘Yos. eal 
+ 

To.) ana 

say this end 
mot quite ag so
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Wo Paine “ell, most likely t seis end down here ts: IS 
the Stet end of bis PLLLEs 2 eAS ‘I have Lt wrapeed is 4 Little 
bit too full... 

Licbeler- And as Par es tne middle is concorned 
. . i eaaaenns Suhte nak ade Tee Porat heat ose wet chad 18 Wins, nob ag thick nor not G8 WLOG? 

uP Paine Yess somohox if should be a litble wider, OF 9 “UN 

‘oboter It was a puckage which wasn’t quite so 

M Paine Quite so tapered... 

th ebeler Hould you 
Tell ws what it is? 

ate 4 v, aha ae) 
yak erin “ae OLE 

Wg CAA UD ey 

‘gone Ehrough heres at 
blanket, do you think that t package | 
gerage could have been a pa kage eombe 
io the one we hove hore? 

Paine Y¥es; I titnk go, 
SOLLUNGSS . 

inbrodneed a naw problen 

weed homp approximate sed 
apprainately midwayes «gt wo ave 
been a hard object, approxis in 
leneth, which protruded pee ned, ¢ “caveine yarn 
in the blanket to stretch in thia araa 7 
would have had te heave been tichtly pla 
blanket to cause these yarns to stretch. 

Eisenberg Now, whe a you say the ot b D 
* . 7 ray. eigsage tee Vey Spee Fd : dong, 0 you tienn tua the object Liseli 

, 2 ty n- Sunes se wWehank GN teat Lnn Alita 
dene or that tiere was an object 10 inches-~an Su jecs 

¢] i. protruding at a poly SLY auehes from the place 
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visited the garage on Thursday evening Setween § and 9 o'fcloc 

- garage at 9 o'clock and her assumption that Oswald must heve 

' to ha ave been approximately 10 inches long to have 
caused this hump. 

Elsenberg It couldn't have beer: any Longer than 
10 inches? . me 

’ Stombauch ‘Not at this point; no, sir. (4H 58} 

Ris anberg clearly had in: mind the telescopic sight on the rifle--but that 

was at least Ll inches long (CE 139). The Commission disposed of the problent 

with ¢ the bland statenent that the bulge 

could have been caused by the telescopic sight of 
_ the rifle, which was approximately 11 inches 

long. (WR 129) 

* 
ince when is a finite, material object in the possession of the svi crs 

approximately this or that many inchee long? The Commiesion had no ree 

to give the precise measurements of the scope--no x reason a 

attention from still another weskness in its so-called chain: 

How strong are the Commission's grounds for the conclu 

rests solely on Ruth Paine's testimony that che found a lich 

neglected to close the light switch when he left, Neither she nor Marina 

Oswald could provide any positive evidence that Oswald had entered the 

garage at all at any time during the overnight visit, 

‘Jenner You say your home is small and you can hear even the 
front door opening. Dces the raising of the garag 
cause some clatter? 

- R Paine Yes; it does. me 
‘Jenner And had the garage door been raised ay even though you 
were giving attention to your children, 3 would you have heard : 
‘BR. Paine If it was Taised slow and ¢ ereiully; no, I would nov 
have heard it. 

Jenner But if it were raised normal yt 
- R, Paine Yes. - a 
‘Jenner You would have heard ate And it is your recollection. 
(that at no time that evening were you conscious of that garage 
: door having been. raised, 
-.R. Paine That is correct. (3H 64) 

Jenner You did not see Lee Oswald in the garage ab anytine: 
that: evening? 
R. Paine Did not ses him in the garage: no. (3H 67) 

Marina Oswald, for her part, acknowledged 

think that Oswald had bsen in the garage until Ruth Paine told her 

had found a light burning there (1H 66-67). 



_ The Comission consideree 
 Novenber 22, carrying a 

thet Osuald carried the 

and 137) - 

The Commission weished the visusl 
against the evidence that the bas 
weapon and concluded that Frasier 
of the bag. (WR 134) 

Here we enbounter the central weakness of the Commission's thacsis--the - 

consistent, disinterested, and persuasive testimony from the only two. witnesses 

who saw Oswald's package “that the packages 1% was too short to hold the Carcano 

rifle, even in disassanbled form, Had Oswald cone to triel, Bis defence 

might have leaned heavily on the testimony or ‘josey Fr vier and his sister, 

which the Commission has arbitrarily dismissed as "mistaken. ( 3 

“come.to trial, we should of course have hoard his explenation of the contents: 

“of ihe packags ‘and perhaps: proof that the mrsterious parcel | 

The transeript of the testimony provided by Frazier and Mra Randle 

provides « a good basis for. assessing their credibility. 



“g
n 

ie 

- Ball Did it look to you as if there was somothin; 
package? 

Frazier Well, I wil 

“Ball. Now we have over here this exhib 

“prazior Well, you know, Like I was saying, 

Buell % jesley Frazier and his sister, Linnie “oe Rimdle, wire the opi ts 

people who saw Oswald with the “long and bulky package." oth appearcd tefors 

the Warren Commission on Mareh ll, 1964. 

Ball “hat did the package look like? moncwnscomat re 

Fpanier Well, I will be frank with you, I wou std ast, nearest pina # 3 

as you got cub of the srocery siors, ag more” 2 less 
package, you have seen some of thase brown naper Sacks 
from any, most of the stores, soms varieties, bat it 
just roughly ahout two feet lonz. 

Ball It was, what part of the back sent was it in? 

avier It was in his side over on ‘his side in the far b 

Bell How mach of that back seat, how xuch space dic it take un? 

Frasier I would say voughiy around 2 feet of the sest...around 
2 feet, give and take a few inches. - 

Ball’ How wide was the package? 

-Frazier...3ay,y around 5 inches, something like thet. Five, 6 inches 
or there... Ze 226) 

« to the package becan sa 
was curtein rods and "t didnti p bont 
had lied to me before so Il never d aia vaave ony. reason to aout i Og i/ 

% i ek, ROW ® 
36h which is a paper sack made out of tans, sort of 2 mada 
WLLL you take a look at this...lces it appear to be about the same 

length? 

Frasier No, sir, 

Bed. 23s one end of the sack turne a over, foided over? Do you 

remetber that? 

I say from what I saw I didn't see very much. 
waen't open or anything like it where you cat 
you was going to say putting--to more or le 

4 

carefully he would throw it in carsfully, you put io mOre towarnml the 
-back, if he had anything folded up in it i 5 : 

Ball When you saw him get. out of the car 
when he was out of the car before he star 
he had the packare under the arm? 

i/ (see next page) 

t
g
.
 

Le
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/ 

weight," he replied that it cid, that he had worked in a department store and had uncrated curtain rods when they had cone from the factory, bundled uD "pretty compact," so that when Oswald had told him that his package held curtain rods Frazier Waidn't thine any sore about the packare whatsoever (2H 228=229), Frazier, had he been nore articulate, might have ssid what he appeared to nean-~~that on the basis of his own experience in a departuent store, he had found the appearance of Oswaldts package entirely consistent with the appearance of a wrapped bundle of curtain rods, 
It is the Commissionts peculiar misfortune that witnesses whon ib chose to regard aS "mistaken were particularly qualified by training or experiense _ to make the "mistaken! judgment. | Fragier had handled shipnents of curtain rods; and Seynour Weltzman, whom the Commission holds fesponsible for the | erroneous identification of the rifle a5 a Mauser, tronicaliy enough had acquired familiarity with rifles because he was "in the sporting goods ‘business awhile" (7H 108). oO a 

~ when Frazier was asked if Oswald's package appeared to contain “some kind of



- the end of the package or at the side of whe package? 

§ 

Bell One end of it was under the armpit and the 
in his right nand, Did the Pacwago « sxtencd becrond Ne 

5 ‘Ad zy ttee T _ m8 +4 at Se sy th wy bk Tort ome . Frazier No, sir. Like I say if you put it under your ermpits and ou ; ‘ ° aw Seed eek Aue he 

Ball But the right hand on, was it on the end or the side 

Frazier No; he had it cupped in his hand. 

Ball You will notice that this bug which is the colored bag PoE Gxhloit 
Ko. 10, is folded over, Was it folded over when you sow it 
time, folded over to the end? = * 

ch
 

we
 

Py
 

by
 

fo
 

ns
 

Lo)
 

ce
 

Fregier I will say I am not sure about that. se 

Ball...When you were shown this bag, do you recall vhether or nol you told 
the officers who showed you the bag--did you tell them wheth Ba beh or 
it was or was not about the same length cs the bag you saw on 

Frazier I told them that as far as the length there, ZI told then thet 
was entirely too long, 

Balt it has been suggested that 3 you take this bag, which is ihe colored 
beg... .and rat it under your arm just #8 a sample, or Just to show 
carried the bag...Put it under your BTMPLG so ere you sure 

2
 5 

Frazier Like I said, I remember I didn't look at the 
paying mich attention, but when I did look at, it he aid } 
the package like that. 

Ball but you said a moment ago you weren't sure whether the package wie 
ionger or shorter. 

Fragier...vhat. I was talking about, ‘I said I didn't know where it Exben aod. 
it could have or couldn't have, out this way, widthwise not Llenethwiss, 

Ball In other words, you sey it sould have be een wider than your 
original estimate? on 

Frazier Right. 

et Bali But you don't think : ib was longer then his 

Frazier Hight. 

Warren Could he nave had the top of it behind his shoulder, or are vou 
sure it was cupped under his shoulder thero? 

Frazier Yes; because the way it looked, you imow, Like I sa > he he a is 
cupped in his hand...dnd I don't see how you. could have vy 2 
than under your armpit because if you had it cupped in your hand ab WOULG 
stick over it, 

Ball Could he have carried it this way?



2 Fragier Ro, sir, 
was talking t to yo $3

 
a
 

¢ 

x 
walicing behind, bena “ander oni or tan you ¢ 
had a package, from the back, 

Frazier was given a dismantled gun in a paper bag ¢ 

same position as he had seen Oswald held his package. 

the package extended almost to the level of Frazier's 

‘eupped in his hand; wheri he placed the top of tho packago under his ar 

bottom extended 8 to 10 inches below his hend, At this point, counesl Ball 

gave up. But bofore we leave Yeslay Fragvler we showld take note thit he is 

just over six feet tall, while Oswald waa 5 feat 9 inches. His insbility to 

contain the package containing the dismantled rifle between nis armpit and his 

. palm would be even mors marked in Oswald's case, if the difference in height 

applied proportonateily to the length of the arn, 

. Mrs. Randle testified next, giving thé 

Ke was carrying a package in a sor 
a grocery bag it looked to ms, te 
oh is von, to suppose » and Be carrie 

Randis tio, sir: the top with just a lL 

Ball We have got a package here...You have secon « ‘ e, I guess, 
haven't you, 1 think the FBI showed it to you... Mow, was the length of 

3 ° Pr we 

it any similar, anywhere near similar? 

Randle Well, it wasn't that leng, I mean it was folded down su vane 

top as I told you. It definitely vasa that Longe... 

Bakl,...fhis looks too. long? 

Randle Yes, sir... 

a Ball...You figure about 2 feet jong, is that right? 

Randle A little bit more. 

Bali...There is another package here, You remembor this was stewn you. 

% is a discolored bage..What about Length? , 

Randle...There again you have the problem of all this down here. It was 

foldsd down, of co OWT SO .es 

Ball Fold it to about the size that you think it id 

4 , : . 

1/one Warren Report (page 131) states that Oswald was carrying a “heavy or 
according to Mrs. Randle's testimony, giving the impression that tne package 
rather thau the paper was "heavy." 

ar WR kes 
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