
From police files: 

r v. TROUBLESOME
 MISLEADING 

STATEAESTTS 
BY OFFICIALS 

1. Sandra Serrano quoted as saying she "heard shots," 

. special unit senator. pg. 119- 

statement 
was taken from context from the book 

special Onit Senator: 
The entire statement 

was as 

OLLOWS: 
Wrasts were conaucte® 

with all exit doors 

open and closed. The meter on the stairs from wnich 

Miss Serrano claimed to have heard the shots, regis- 

tered no greater ehange tan one decibel during any 

of the tests." 

Investigator
s reviewed tiiss Serrano's original statement. 

she referred to the sounds sne heard 45 *gix quick 

packfires-" 

The statezent 
in special Unit Senator vas not & statement 

released by the 40s angeles Police Departnent 
; 

Special unit senator was not written bY the Police Depart= 
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lndividual’s 
account 

of 
A 

highly 
cmot 

best 
way 

of 
doing 

it 
is 

by 
contrasting 

the 
stories 

of 
several 

© 
(4°, 

witnesses, 
provided 

they 
have 

had 
no 

chance 
to 

compare” 
35-1" 

notes. 
Most 

minds 
are 

highly suggestible. 
O
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Both 
Serrano 

and 
DiPierro 

had 
been 

given 
polka-dot-dress 

| ae 
? 

ecters. 
Each 

witness 
was 

indepondently 
nskod 

dress 
closest 

to 
the 

one 
scen 

five 
nights 

before. 
Miss 

Serrano 

picked 
nuniber 

6, 
which 

had 
a high 

collar, 
long 

sleeves 
and 

& 

bow. 
DiPierro 

picked 
number 

4, 
2 

dress 
with 

medium-sized 

dots, 
a 

plunging 
neckline 

and 
short 

sleeves. 
o
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On 
June 

19. 
Licutenafff 

Pena 
received 

further 
evidence 

t
o
.
 

challenge 
the 

accuracy 
of 

Miss 
Serrano’s 

report. 
Captain 

Cecil 
R. 

Lynch 
of 

the 
Los 

Angeles 
Fire 

Department 
had 

been 

making 
the 

rounds 
of 

various 
stairways 

and 
exits 

from 
the 

-. 

violations 
*. 

Embessy 
Ballroom 

to 
check 

for 
possible 

fire-law 

- 
that 

evening 
of 

June 
4. 

He 
had 

peisuually 
inspected 

the 

ontside 
flight 

of 
stairs 

on 
which 

Sandra 
Serrano 

claimed 
to 

have 
been 

scated 
during 

Senator 
Kennedy's 

victory 
speech. 

>, 

Lynch 
saw 

fo 
one 

on 
the 

stairs 
at 

that 
time. 

The 
next 

day, 
June 

20. 

be conducted 
al 

the 
Ambassador 

to 
determine 

whether 
a gue 

Resim 
the 

paniry 
could 

be 
heard 

by 
tbe 

stairs 
ouside 

OS 

opposite 
cnd 

of 
the 

Envbassy 
Room. 

The 
two 

locations 
were. 

approximatcly 
a 
hundred 

yards, 
and 

many 
walis, 

drapes 
200 

doors 
spert. 

Officer 
DeWayne 

Wolfer 
conducted 

the 
sound 

tests 
at 

ue: 

ote! 
between 

11:30 
A.M, 

and 
1:30 

P.M., 
when 

00 
functio€s 

rere 
being 

bold 
in 

amy 
of 

the 
raajor 

ballrooms 
o€ 

NiERPOTNE. 
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to 
pick 

the 
~ 

a
 v 

rage. 
Feed bat

 amert one | 

e}* 

7 
, 4 

eee 
‘2 1% twp, . 

e
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e
e
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t
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_ 
door 

at 
the 

west 
end 

of 
the 

kitchen, 

to 
a
r
 

. 

foyels. 
Thus, 

there 
was 

no 
talking. 

shouting 
oF 

music 
to 

deavlen 
the 

sounds 
of 

the 
shots, 

as 
they 

must 
certainly 

have 

heen 
covered 

(Re 
night 

of 
the 

assassination. 
Sirhan’s 

gun 
was 

fired, 
with 

the 
same 

caliber 
of 

a
p
p
r
o
x
i
m
a
t
e
l
y
 

the 
spot 

where 

mini-mag 
ammunition, 

at 

Senator 
Kennedy 

(ell. 
The 

weapon 
was 

held 
horizontally, 

its 
muzzle 

pointed 
toward 

the 

Sirhan 
had 

shot. 

the 
direction 

in 
which 

Several 
series 

of 
sound 

tests 
were 

made 
during 

chess 
two 

hours, 
Wolfer 

and 
his: 

assistants 
fired 

one, 
four 

and 
cight 

shots, 
recording 

the 
meter’s 

response 
to 

each, 
testing 

the 

sumed 
level 

at 
different 

exits 
as 

well. 
Tests 

were 
co nducted 

aeathy 
all 

exit 
doors 

open 
and 

closed. 
‘The 

meter 
on. 

the 
stairs, 

fran 
which 

Miss 
Serlmng 

claimed 
to 

have 
heard 

the 
shots, 

registered 
no 

greater 
change 

than 
one 

half 
decibel 

ducing 
arty 

athe 
tesis, 

Whats 
more, 

there 
was 

10 
hubbub 

to 
help 

drown 

eut 
the 

pistol 
cracks. 

The 
m
i
n
i
m
u
m
 

change 
in 

nowe 
level 

discernible 
for 

people 
with 

normal 
hearing 

is 
two 

decibels, 

thoush 
a 

person 
with 

exceptionally 
sharp 

hearing 
might 

detect 
2 
one-decjbel 

fluctuation. 

Had 
this 

been 
an 

ordinary 
investigation, 

D
e
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Waller's 
report 

would 
have 

closed 
the 

Sandra 
Serrano 

file. 

She 
obviously 

thought, 
in 

the 
furor 

of 
the 

monient, 
that 

she 

beard 
and 

saw 
certain 

things 
which 

were 
not 

physically 
pos- 

“ible 
of 

did 
not 

actually 
occur. 

It 
happens 

every 
day, 

in 
petty 

vases 
as 

well 
ay 

in 
major 

crimes. 
Pople 

are 
positive 

they 
sce 

y
u
a
n
 

who 
later 

turns 
out 

to 
have 

been 
miles 

away. 
They 

hear 
something 

which 
can 

barely 
be 

detected 
by 

the 
mast 

wasitive 
clectrunic 

device. 
Yet 

Manny 
Pena 

knew 

sine 
as 

Miss 
Serrano 

stuck 
to 

her 
story, 

0 
amount 

pendent 
evidence 

would, 
in 

itself, 
serve 

to dispel 
the 

1
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that 
a6 

of 
inde- 

“polka- 

-
_
 

’ 

-
 



graph 
enami 

grove 
to 

Parker 
Center, 

using 
Polygra 

aera 

garee-channel 
Steciting 

instru 
ania 

“The 
time 

is ten-fifteen 
P.M 

q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
 

just 
10 

we 

matement 
you 

made 
The 

whole 
thing 

that 
we 

are 
(rYiN8 

1° 
. 

gesctve 
here 

is 
what 

actually 
bappened 

at 
the 

Ambassador’ 

Hotel 
on 

June 
the 

fourth 
.. 

. Now 
you 

weat 
to the 

Ambar. 
ren 

sador 
Hotel 

with 
some 

other 
people 

Did 
you 

eventuslly 
ae 

wiad 
up 

in 
the 

main 
bellroom—" 

U
h
 

beh.” 
. 

e
o
 

“Un 
We 

ey 
And 

1 understand 
you 

bad 
someting 

1 
77 

drink 
there?” 

a
l
e
 

“Yes.” 

“ 

“Gfnot 
Gad you drink, Sandra” 

"§ 

“, 
screwdriver.” 

“
o
e
 |
 

about 
eleven-thirty—- 

you 

“Uh 
huh, 

outside.” 

“Outside. 
And 

you 
54 

“Yeatt, 
1 
think 

{ 
did.” 

Hernandez 
said, 

“Okay, 
now, 

that 
obviously 

are 
incosrect—" 

down 
oa 

that 
stairway?” 

we 
have 

statements 
here 

‘Vhey— 
just 

in al 

was 
supposed 

to know 
more 

than 
I ksew. 

“4 
understand, 

Well, 
to 

make 
it simple—nov 

- 
Mr. 

Ambrose, 
| 

think, 
is 

a 
person 

that 
you 

previously 
as 

having 
talked 

with 
you?” 

“Uh 
huh.” 

: 

“And 
do 

you 
remember 

what 
you 

told 
Mr. 

Ambrose?" 
*"- 

the 
mag 

she 
hed 

- 

(Uolhn 
Ambrose, 

on 
the 

D.A.’s 
staff, 

was 

first 
approached. 

) 
. 

“Ves. 
1 

told 
him 

that 
T 

heard 
the 

people 
say, 

‘We, 
shot 

him.’ 
or 

“They 
shot 

him,’ 
of 

something. 
And 

1 
remember 

telling 
him 

that 
1 

had 
seen 

these 
people 

00 
the. 

..onthe 
- 

suriew 
ay.” 

. 
, 

“You 
told 

him 
this, 

and 
then 

sometime 
late 

heard 
the 

kid—some 
kid 

mention 
something 

about 
§ 

white 

dress 
and 

polka 
dats.” 

“Right.” 

“Was 
this 

where 
you 

got 
the 

idea...” 

“ET 
don't 

know.” 
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say 
anything, 

kind 
of 

nervous, 
that's 

tT 
want 

to 
put 

the 
°) 

of 
the 

interview, 
Vincent, 

* 
1 

have 
oe 

h, 
the 

whole 
wuth, 

- 
4 

u 
saw 

on 
the 

wut 
“
A
a
d
 

the 
purpose 

the 
trujh 

as 
far 

as 
W 

was 
assassinated 

.. 
- 

aph 
vest, 

Serges 

graphing 
young 

Vincent 
DiPierro. 

“Now, 
onc 

important 
fact 

that 
you 

indi \ 
in 

a 
black-and= 

= 
5... 

, 
cated 

previously, 
: : : 

_. 
“Ln 

the 
ballroom 

that 
night.’ 

“Yes, 
sir, 

1 
did” 

“Would 
you 

tell: 
me 

about 
that? 

What 
did 

she 
tell 

you 

that 
prompted 

you 
to 

dream 
up 

of 
to 

#8Y 
that 

you 
had 

seen 

“Ohay. 
Now, 

something 
that 

is 
very 

interesting 
to 

me 
is 

that 
you 

described 
this 

girl 
in 

the 
bleck-aad-wrtalte 

polka-dot 

dress—" 

“Yes.” 
: 

= 
, 

“—und 
you 

described 
her 

20 
well 

thet 
in 

my 
experience 

|
 

believe 
you 

were 
describing 

someose 
that 

You 
hed 

seen 
during 

the 
night.” 

“Possibly.” 
; 

o
e
 

“Or 
that 

might 
be 

& 
neighbor 

of 
yours 

oF 
somebody 

that 

you 
had, 

in 
fact, 

seen 
somewhere 

else, 
but 

not 
in 

the 
kitchen 

of 
the 

Ambassador 
Hotel.” 

“That 
is 

very 
possible, 

yes 
sir... 

Kt 
was, 

Dam 
fairly 

sure, 
one 

gitl 
that 

was 
in 

there 
that 

night.” 

“In 
the 

ballroom?” 

“Was 
that 

girl 
wearing 

@ black-and-white 
polka-dot dress?” 

_ 
“Probably. 

In 
fact, 

I believe 
it 

was. 
-- 

Yes.” 

“Is 
this 

girl 
in 

the 
black-and-white 

polka-dot 
dress 

also 

me 
gi 

that 
you 

[later] 
described 

with 
@ 

pug 
noseT” 

es.” 

“She 
also 

bad 
a 

pug 
nose?” 
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