" . Robert F. Kennedy was fatally shot
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S6me Material on
ennedy Destroyed

2 Ceiling Panels. ~
“Proved Nothing,
Police Tell Councnl

BZWILLIAMFARR
Times Stat! Writer

‘Two ceiling panels taken from the .
Ambassador pantry where Sen. .

were routinely destroyed a year after
the assassination because they
"proved absolutely nothing,” Asst.
Police Chief Daryl Gates told the Los
Angeles City Council Thursday. -

Gates had been summoned before
the council as the result of a motion
by Councilman Zev Yarosiavsky ex-
‘pressing concern over reports that
several items ofewdencemthease '
were missing.

During a . discussion before the
council Thursday, . eroslavsky told
Gates: .-

"One would have thought Lhat after
all of the problems with the John F. -
" Kennedy assassination, the Police De-
partment would'be a little more sen-.
s:twe t.o the pmervatmn of emdence.

Yaroslavsky made specxfic refer-
- ence to the missing panels.and also -
wanted to know the whereabouts of
the X rays of the panels, spectrogra='
-phic tests on the bullets and the ieft
sleeve of Robert Kennedy's coat. © -
Gates. countered that these. items
were not technically evidence since..
none of them had been introduced.at .
the trial of SirhanB; erhamcomucb-
ed of the assassnatmn in 196§
. Diap Morrow, ,speexal counsel to the
! cxty?:iomeys affice on the Kennedy
" matter, told the councii that all.of
“the evidence introduced ‘at.the tral”
was in the possession of the Superior =
Court clerk, not the Police Depart-
mg—mm—wa T e [ e - =
There have been questions recently ™
about the posmbmty of a second gun .
being fired in the pantry the, qight |
the senator was fataily shot. - -



- nothing. 'I'hey did nothing so far as
- supporting” the investigation or sup-
~ porting the gmltormnocence ofany-
one."
.Gata_sawd X rays-of.the cexhng pa-
- nel had. beer made, » statement that
_contradicted Morrow's assertion
. Wednesday that the panel were not
X rayed. .
"The reeozds of the X rays and the
X rays themselves are not.in exis-
_tence.” Gates said_in_explaining the
--eeeming - discrepancy -between hig
' versionr and that of Morrow.
.™ Gates also said that repm'isthat no:
specf:ograpme tests ‘were made on
the builets pmbably are maccm-ate.,

e Refer:mg to.enmmahst DeWayne
Wolfer, -Gates ‘sid, -"His memory. is

Ordmanlyhe would riot havecon-
“ducted a spmgmphzc analysis but
because we _bemgsothorough.l
- thxnkhedld.‘;al;éé- i
Some crmcs It was exp at an earlier ses-
tion claim Mﬁ?ﬁfm ;'f; . sion of the councik that the left sleeve.-
of crutial importance - because the °;t0_Kennedy's coat_Had- disappeared-
number’ of bullet holes in the ceiling. ** prior to.Sirhan' 1968:trial and is be-
could detetmine whether more’shiots; - lieved: fo_have Beeniicut. off. by per:
“were’ fired’ than- could * have- comje - Sons. Wha.were: attemptmg.tqrmder

irhan Johnson®” - medical didto the semator.
e et L o related development Thursday,

_Asked about the valued the“‘cail- - the Police.Commission established a
ing panels as evidence, Gates replied: . ; procedure” for answering’ questions

"They;. have absolutely. ‘naivalue - pasaihymonsmterstedmtheas—
‘whatsoever. All'of the testing,:the ; Sassination investigation: .
'realunportanttaung,asfarasm_ Twoweeksagn,theeonnmmon
trajectory and the line of fireZnd the 'hadnmddownfem:alrequestsby
number “¢f bulles, holes, that wag CES and Paul Schrade to. make the
-dmemormtharrmmh(ﬁomtne& Police". 3 investigative-

g

filés quv the cade open to.the public.
ihcinding, 2. 10-volume smnmary u£
memvestzgnim .

<NNEDY MATERIAL

,ntimd frem Third Page -

‘navetakmeom'tactionmaneﬁort-

1o opent the Palice Department files..

Although they had vetoed the re- .
auest by' the television network and -
Schrade,

several commissioners feit
that 3 method should be developed
for inquiries-to be answered. -

The procedure announced Thurs.. -
day calls for the questions to be

posed in writing. They will be an-
wu'edmwnttenformbyacommt-

teecompnmdofl’olmeCommimoner
Marian Foelzer, Gates, two police inw

. vahgatamandareprenenﬁtweof

the city attorney's office. *

possible dccess to the material whiler

. doing everything in .our power to.

|it

eproced\mea!soallowsforthe

‘questioner ta meet with a representa- -
tive of this group if elaboration om.

the answer is sought..

Inannouncmgtheptocé&n-e Com-

m:sszonPraxdentSamuelWﬂhams' )
- rected to' the Pulics Commission in-

_saids
"We hope to pmwde the fullest. .

" - protect thanghtsofpnvacy of ln«»
. ‘nocent- mdmdua!sand the integrity

of the Pohce Department‘s mvesuga-
“tive pm _

Williams expmsed dxsmay that
Yaroslavsky took the matter up be-
fore the full council and asked that
future inquiries by councilmen be di-

stead,




