April 30,197k

Dear Herold,

“Sorryv absut the delay imanswering vonr last let ter.’ I ves
swampecd by other correspondence. An old friend'in Los Ance-
les wanted to know my daughter's 1mpres s;ions of l'ao's China
where she had spent the beiter part of a month recently,

Another old friend who has a bookstore in San Fr9n01sco asked
vhther I had old radical books and pamphlets aﬂd documents I
went to sell. I replied I do not want to sell. If you do I¥1ll
send vou his name and address. You may rca‘wze‘ few dollars
that wav, A very good and old friend in Hew York sent me a
squib relating to a correspondence between Marx and Froudhon
which sent me to rereading parts of old classics and to wri-
tin~ a belated corment. And a newer friend in Ehicago who
doesn't give a damn about Burkley or Lattimer abjured me to ban-
ish interest in “he Fennedy assassination froi my mnind lest I
become a bedfellow of the 1uthors of the Protocols of the Z1d-
ers of Zion. That's as goor as your effusions of COHDl“PePt°
about my effort to discuss Eurkley with you. The forgers of

the Frotocols are dead, of course. Ts my friend's pleq aT

a varning I mayv be agkaqolnated° “hat dr vou think of ! tor1ca1
analogmes which consist of abstractions from time and place?

It's all chit chat but I hope it helps to divert yeu from your
pain. ‘'hy were you in the hooplual° thy could"t vou lie down?
Was it vour back? Are vou better? hau‘s the pro”n051s? Do
you trust cdoctors? odlco_ly, I mean; know apout Furkley

and Lattimer in relutlon to the Kennedy assarSWthloa. Yie

have 2 friend, now in The hospital, wio was tolH by her doctor
when she comnlalned o bad persis went pain, he ”vspectod an o-
varian cvst and recormended surgery. The ourwe‘n “ound no cyst;
but he did find and removed a badly diseased appendix. Eut
it!'s reasonably certain an ovarian cyst was not| your trouble;

if it hﬂd been it shoulda't have vrevented vou from lying dovwn.
Whau was the trouble? You can trust me with the information.

Cr does aQS"erlnw that cuestion involve a breach of the confi-

dentiality of the doctor- patient relationship?

T thought of you yesterday while reading a 010Duuch by Christ-
orher Tren in the New York Times. ¥ren warnled\ from Loscow,
"The dissident Soviet historian Rov A Fedvedev,! ‘ anthor of

"Let History Jugdge,”" a catalogue of Stalinist crimes, "In an
eight-page tvneWritten essay T circulating in uhe Soviet Un-
ion, noted, "iruth arises only in the clash of fideas and in de-
bate. Hence, it ig not for us who seek the truth to introduce
tself-censorship' intc our midst and forbid ourselves debate.™

Yedvedev's comment was addressed to the differences of view
among Sohlzhenytsin, 3akharov, himself, and otvhers, all of whom
together constitute what he calls the "democratic movenent in
~the-U.S.R." But it is ecually arplicable, don{L,vou ayrgc uO
you and me? Why do you rieet my wish to exca
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as an attempt to steal your treasure? Surely, wvou have ideas,

Tt cannot be that vour stream of invectives islintonded, whether
consciously or not, to conceal an ideational vacuum. It must

be to hide what you think. It is too bad. Ideas that do not
emerge into the maelstrom of life have no social value. Ideas
bind people together, W hen ideas penetrate masses, Farx observed,
they becomne forces. Isn't tlat what yvou want for vour ideas?

Let's discuss and debate our congruent and divergent views about
sassinations., If vou wont go beyond what vou have already had
published about the evidence in the Kennedy eoﬁaq51natlon, will
vou respond in kind to political anglysis of the event? Are you
1nterested in the Lincoln assassination and its bearing on the
murder of president kennedy? Uhat do you think of the assassi-
nation of Huey Long? Are vou familigr with Erowder's analy31
of it? Do vou see anv connection between the murders of ledgar
Evers and John F Fennedv?. Between the assassinations of Diem
in Vietnam and Lenney in the United States? Have you developed
eyidence and views about the killing 6f Ialcolm X? ‘hy were the
Tratskyists more interested in the latter tlan [in the assassi-
nation of president iennedy? If vyou could go Yo China would
vou want to look into the alleged attempt bV Lin Fiao on HFao's
life?

No you arproach an assassination exclusively or prlvarlly as a
problem of evidence? Is it your belief or conviction truth con-
sists of physical or statistical Ffact? OCr doeg ycur interest
encompass also the problem of moral and political motivation?

hat are vour views about motivation for the assassination of

a head of state? About hennedv in particular? | Above all, do

vou strive for elucidation by analysis which pllaces assassi-
nations in contemporary political context and defines tle ir impact
on history?
Finally, 1Lasnuch as vou wrote vou had no obhjection to myv po-
litical *Yconcepts,¥” can I conclude we can collabeorate in compre-
hendin~ the as 3a°31qqt10n of John T fennedy in [the light of the
materialist coneeption of higtory? Yould you like to berln or
shall I?

I3

Belaé;%ly,
[ vmal

Cbviously, my typings hasn't improved. But yours secms to be
better. You nust write more often,




