
Dear Mr. Stam, oo 2/15/74. 

Remember, please, that you have not walked a mile in fy moccassinse 

if this letter offends you, that is not my purpose. if it makes you a little ashamed. 
I will think more of you for it. 

You conclude a letter of factual error and questions the proper answer to which would 

be almost book-length by asking for extensive access to and permission to use my work = 

free ~ and conclude that “Any help you can give me will be very much appreciated." 

Would you ask me for my car or my home and say you would appreciate it, too? Or 
would you shame at this? ‘ 

What, pray, is ths distinction? 

That a minor industry of stealing ny work has gremE grown up does not make it proper, 

_ moral or ethical. and what if you were as genuine as your sanctimony pretends, you would 

also recognize, does not make it helpful to what we all supposedly want. 

Lou may not have intended arogance, but I can imagine no greater arrogance.s Or 

insensitivity. 

You people who long fow answers and have none, who long for accomplishment and can 
point to none, who have dene no original work and can t abide your failures; ‘you who have 

limited yourselves to the printed word available to afl, something thing you-have proper 

and proprietary rignts te everything on the subject. 

I have spent ten agonizing, poverty—ridden years in which I got no significant help 
or support of any kind from a single one of you developing what you either steal orblandi¢ 
ask for, for sll the world as though it is your right. Yr what is worse, for all the 

world as though you are capable of doing anything of real worth with it. 

_ So you have “begun a study of the controversy surrounding the autopsy." Big deal. 
‘44 hasn't been done, huh? 4nd what, pray, wikl you do with this "study" when you have 
completed.it? Circulate it without discrimination or. judgement to those who also lack the 
knowledge for the task and include among them those with the most blatant record of 
thievery and misuse of the stolen? Help them hurt more than they have? 

You may have confidence in your intelligence and ability to put it all together 
- but-what you lack is an understanding of your limitations:.with regard to fact. As an 

example I take your reference to what you say-you have "come accross." Indeed, you found 
@ xerox-of-my work lying on your Bronx sidewalk? "Come accross".indeed! Why do you fear 
telling me which of the crooks gave it to you? Do you think I know nothing about what 
happened? What Idon'’t know is what theese who got possession improperly did with it .-APTER 

I made clear that I°wanted no use or futther distribution and-why. There is no single 
~wefernmuce you make to this that is accurate. I will not take the time to persuade you 
‘Bat Ddo tell you. In any- context you are not accurate, beginning not only with how you 

-. got-it but hew I got ite It was NOT in the Archives, Nor was it merely "signed" *y 

. Burkley. : 5 

Getting this represnted more than five years of hard work. for me, “including the 

| fildng of a number of lawsuits for suppressed evidence, endeavors. in wich you and others 

like you, who in varying degrees were better able than I, were silent and without help 

of any kind. Not even spiritual support. 1t is part of a very large and extraordinarily 

definitive. book, by far the most definitive any of us has done, begun long before Sylvia's 
-and Lane's were even out “t is three bcoks written over the years, the first cOmpleted 

before Sylvia’. and Hark’ sg were ow erhaps this accounts for some of my problems” i 
was so far ahead and made cthers secretly envious, But can you begin te understand why 

I do not want any part of a major work tampered with, or any use, honest or other, out 

_ of context or other, todilute it? Can you understand that when those who are responsible 

_ for this theft from me and its subsequent distribution have read all or part of this book 
~ I have to have the most serious doubts about their intentions}. Tecognized by them or below 

the level of consciousness?



I have no intention of anyswering any of your questions nor have I of helping your 

"study". or of giving you further explanations in the future. I will try to give you an. 
understanding of how I feel and why I feel that way. And I assure you that I have anewered 
these questions in what I have written and that they are the greasy kidstuff of the subject. 
Qe are far past such points except for those of you with longings, those who have lived 

comfortably and well instead of going out and doing the work that needed doing. 

There is a side to all of this other than my resentment at being abused and exploited. 

It has meant that I have had to isolate myself and my work from those who were unworthy 
of trust and proved it, including several for whom I had had the warmest feeling and 

highest regard. Because I am not comforted by unimportant publication in insignificant 
journals and know it means nothing except to ego—trippers I do want this work to have 

context and meaning and impact that is impossible in publications like The Texas Observer. 

I look at all of this other thans as immoral and unethical, which I do in fact 

- COnsider it to be as much as if others were to take my typewriter or my wallet. “roperty 

and rights to property are not dibisible, undiminished by the character, whether it be 

literary or scholarly or any other. So, I do consider that I had a stolen property 
right and it was stolen first by one who accepted it in confidence, as a trust in the 

event so ething happened to me and who then, on at best childish whim gave it to others 
who had my wishes.before them in writing before they made further distribution. The latter 

category includes Sylvia and Jerry Policoff. Jerry. gave it to Sylvia after getting it from 
another, In an aside I also tell you that “erry took some of my. files.and then denied having: 
them, something we discovered only from his carelessness when there was later and urgent 

-. dn-eourt need for them.t don t know what or if he has anything else but I know much is 

- Missing, that he had unlimited access and did ix die about this in the past. 

There is no way in which my work can be profitable for me. I have done what others 
-have been unwilling or unable to de. "“thers" includes a large number of people whose 
personal situations range foom comfortable to great wealth. By “comfortable” such things 

' ag annual, two-month vacations. By "great wealth" + nean multimillionaires. Not only has 
‘Not one of these people done anything to help me, not one has even thought to repay me 
ny costs in getting documents for them when they knew 1 was without income and broke. I 

was actually deep in debt. (At it greatest, more than-$35,000 from this works )So, when a 

“fairly large number Imew of the work, when some had read it and raved. (Sylvia called the 

smallest part , remarkable tour de force of which no one else including herself could 

have been capable); and when for any the cost of getting the book printed was an insignificant 
cost, I find myself wondering about the great dedication all profess. Especially, of course, 
those of greatest wealth. +f everyone is so anxious for that whichyou have to be kmown,, 
why not have it in context, with 2D enormous amount more and the most painstaking docu- 
mentation?. A printing of 5,000 copies of the book of more than 6CO pages much more than 

a quarter of a million words) would when completed have cost about $10,006, 14 world now 

. be more. But for people of weslth is this 4 real fector? 

It is for people of secret jealousybut not for the ‘rich. 

But even their time some of these lordly one of self-proclaimed principle and dedi~ 

cation would rot give. I am aware of at least some of my shortcomings. I asked for help 

with editing. I identify none who refused, but i can recall five offhand. And the poorest 

had no problem going out and buying a new car. Three were millionaires or multimillionsires. 

I believe that what bothered them was not the money or the time editing would have 

_ taken. Rhey were galled by envy and would die rather than see someone else - not just me 
_ but. anyone doing what they hed been unable-to ~ get any kind of public €redit. 

' And what makes you think that this is the only area in which I have, in your unfelicitous | 

description, "uncovered a nugget?” De you really think that one stumbles on these things? 

' Have you any remote concept of what each requires, if only in time and effort? There are 
other areas of importance and I have gone far in them as I have with the medical evidence. 

Some of these people whose purposes they will tell you are pure and exalted know of some 
. of this work. They would steal it but they would not help bring it out.



I takd this time not seeking yeur sympathy but in the remote hope it will deter what 
I assume has the possibility of being counter-productive. Whether or not you believe me 
it is a futility, hopelessly dated and based on misconceotions.and inaccuracies whieh 
tell me how little you really know of what. there is to be-known. I also presume that 
you do not recognize this, However, your‘letter leaves no possibility of doubt about this. 

You don8t understand either Vyril cr Lattimer. You dismiss Lattimer's evaluation of this 
certificate as of little or no value. But if you make any use of it you will prepare 
the Lattimer's to prepare a case for public acceptance of it as of little or no valye. I 

have it in conext, with an enormous amount of new evidence. In conext it simply can t 
he dismissed thatway. 0 

You also do not understand Cyril's limitations. "ad I, my relationship with him 

would have been other than it WaSe But if you were not turend off by what he said after 
he saw the stuff you sinplg can't be turned off. I tell you this in addition, separately: 
he didn't understand what he saw and he knew mucb less after he saw it than I did without 

seeing it. 

I write this in haste, with emotion, and when I I really ought not be taking time 

for baby-stuff with all that others are not doing that can be done. How you will take 
it I can only imagine. But please dongt be using my work and please donTt be so self~ 
important as to ask the. kinds of questions you ask when decent answers to“ them would 
require an inordinate ampunt of time that could be used for what might have some Prospect 

of serving constructive purposes. 

You might want to try to udderstand some of the causes of this emotion, I alone of 

the so-called critics have been without income for a decade. Lf began broke and with 3 small 

debt. Our circumstabees are such that.regardless of the weather, when my wife is not ‘home 

‘the furnace does not run. Today, at noon, it is below freezing. I have moved my typewriter 

near the fireplace and I am using only twigs and branches for heat. The larger pieces are 

reserved for my wife's presence as long as I have the brush. Can you begin to understand 

the work required to trim and save this brush and then.to cart it into the house for use? . 

Or the feequency wit which i have to stop to refuel? There is no nignt, no matter how 

cold, when the furnace is not-entirely off. 1 get up ‘several .hours before my wife and 

have the shouse warm enough for her when 1 awaken hers. I work those pre-dawn hours. This 

is a way for.a man of 60 to live? You toy with this kid stuff. ‘of eae past but on a day 

when I sleep late I am working at 5 aeme I do not buy clothing and 1 am content to wear 

the castoffs of others, as 1 do. I do not tell you this seeking help and I want kone. In.” 

recent months I have coliected some of what I had been gypped out of. I have applied.it 

tc my debt instead of spending it on our needs “his was my.own ‘élection, I have never 

asked anyone for any help except in editing and then 1 was refused. 

Perhaps you may find this kind of living not cause for feeling strong emption when 

I am robbed of my work. r of resentment at what you undoubtedly did not recognize as a 

- gelf—impirtant, arroagant letter. You undoubtedly feel you have decent and pure purposese , 

What you do jot understand is the lack of kmowledge you suffer or the possibility of hurting 

rather than helping what you are inter ested in. We are far past the app pearance of the 

report and the political situation in which we now are is generally ignored. 

The timing of your letter is particularly unfortunate because it coincides with 

independent wffirts to steal other work for commercial gain. You are not regronsibie 3 for 

this, but it does make me a little more impatient with sanctimony, self-inprtance, in- 

sensitivity and plain ignorance, - 

I have made no effort to sugar—coat because I want you to think all of this and all 

the ramifications through. What you do and do not do is your own affair and there is no 

way in which I can control it. What I can do is warm you. If the past tells me that this: 

also is a futility, I have taken the time. I will not again. And I'm sorry that I can, it 

Justify the time it takes to corect my bad typing. Sincerely» 
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