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By: PHILIP SHABECOFF | : 
- Special to The New York. Times 

| WASHINGTON; Feb. ae 

; post. 

political considerations. 

firmed at a. press briefing 

The White House press sec-|is 
retary, Ronald L. Ziegler, con-|within the Secret Service.” 

Mr. Ziegler said that reports 
today that Robert H. Taylor,|that Mr. Taylor was leaving be- 
chief of the White House detaillcause of a dispute with Mr. 
for the last four years, had|Haldeman were “unfair to a 
been moved out of the White professional Secret: Service of- 
House. and had been offered aificer” and “simply untrue.” 

ijob at: ‘Secret Service head- 
quarters. , 

“Mr. Ziegler denied published 
‘White | House disclosed today reports: that Mr. ‘Taylor ‘had 
ithat the head of . President|been- transferred’ because. of a 
jNixon’s Secret ‘Service detail] “rift” with:H. R. Haldeman; the 
had been removed from his| White House chief of staff. _ 

‘In av telephone conversation 
The disclosure came amid later, in. the day, Mr.’ _ Ziegler 

reports from -sources close tolinsisted that. any reports that 
the Secret Service that some|Mr. Taylor had been removed 
agents assigned to. the. White|for punitive reasons were ““abso-|F 
House to.protect the Presidentilutely incorrect.” Mr. Taylor, 
and his family feared their mis-jhe said, is being promoted to 
sion-was being compromised byja higher post within the: Secret 

Service and the shift in:jobs 
“based upon discussions 

However, sources ‘athaately 
{acquainted with the-inner work- 
ings of the Seeret Service ‘in! 
sisted. later-in the day’ ‘that Mr. 
Taylor had. been: removed be-: 
cause of.a clash he had. ‘with! 
Mr. Haldeman Jast Nov. 3 at 
the time of the national election 
campaign. ; 

The clash reportedly occurrec 
when Mr. Haldeman’ sought tc 
elax security measures durin; 

2 campaign stop by Presiden: 
Nixon in Providence, R.I. 

According to the sources, M: 
Haldeman wanted to drop rope: 
holding back the crowd at th 
Providence airport after Mr 
Nixon’s plane landed there si 

Continued on Page 12, Column 3 spread of reports about a rift. 

Continued From Page 1, Col. 7 

that the President’s supporters 
would be able to rush across 

‘the tarmac for a “spontameous” 
demonstration. 

But Mr. Taylor reportedly re- 
fused to allow it and, according 

to one source in a position 

to know what went .on, he 

threatened to arrest Mr. Halde- 

man if the Presidential aide 
went ahead and ordered the 
ropes lowered. 

After that incident, the 
sources said, Mr. Haldeman 

sought to have Mr. Taylor re- 

moved as head of the White 
House Secret Service detail. 

Mr. Ziegler said that he was 
a friend of Mr. Taylor and, in 

the telephone conversation, re- 

iterated his concern about the 

“Never at any time did Taylor 
threaten to arrest Haldeman,” 
he said. 

He said that Mr. Haldeman 
had been in charge of the Pres-): 

ident’s travel arrangements and 
had had with Mr. Taylor “a 
number of discussions about 
how to do things,” but that 
there had been “no rift.” 

“Haldeman continues to have 
personal respect and regard for 
Bob Taylor,” Mr. Ziegler said. 

William L. Duncan, second in 

command of the White House 
security force, is also leaving 

his post, John Warner, public 

information officer for the Se- 

cret Service, confirmed in re- 
sponse to a question. He said 

that Mr. Duncan had asked to 

be transferred to a field post. 
At least one reason Mr. Dun- 

can is leaving the White House, 
the sources said, is his strong 
support for the position taken 

by Mr. Taylor toward Mr. 

Haldeman. 
They added that James J. 

Rowley, director of the Secret 

Service, had bowed to. Mr. 
Haldeman’s demand, supported 

by other White House staff 
members, that Mr. Taylor be 
removed. 

Mr. Taylor has been offered: 
the post of special agent in: 
charge of the Foreign Digni-: 
taries Protective Division and 

has decided to accept it, Mr.; 
Warner said. 

Meanwhile, Richard EE. | 
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Robert H. Taylor, who has been removed as head of the 
White House detail of the Secret Service, with President 

Nixon at a recent ceremony. 

Keiser, a member of the White 
House Secret Service detail, has 
been named acting chief of the 
detail, Mr. Warner said. He 
added that no decision had been 
made on a permanent replace- 
ment for Mr. Taylor. 

The Secret Service men at 
the White House were said to 
be deeply demoralized by, the 
circumstances under which Mr. 
Taylor departed, according to 
sources close to them. - 

Agents Held Worried 

Some agents assigned to pro- 
tect the President were de- 
scribed as being concerned that 
they would have difficulty in 
concentrating on their job be- 
cause now they must “worry” 
about the consequences of how 
they perform their task. 

| Mr. Warner said that the 
whereabouts of special agents 
were never disclosed and that 
‘he could. not confirm that Mr. 
Taylor had been in Providence 
last Nov. 3. He said that there 

would be no comment about 
morale problems in the Secret 
Service. 
“In a telephone conversation 

this evening, Mr. Ziegler in- 
sisted that, because the story 
of a rift between Mr. Taylor 
and Mr. Haldeman was untrue, 
the alleged incident at the 
Providence. airport must there- 
fore be untrue as well. 

Mr, Ziegler also declared 
that Mr. Duncan’s departure 
from the White House detail 
had nothing to do with. Mr. 
Taylor. Mr. Duncan was leaving 
at his own request to further 
his career interests by taking 
a field post, the White House 
press secretary asserted. 

Mr. Ziegler said he was con- 
cerned that “the story is get- 
ting out of hand.” 

Mr. Warner, the Secret Serv- 
ice spokesman, said that both 
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Duncan 
were on sick leave. Neither 
could immediately be reached 
for comment. 


