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Report on King 
. " Special to The New York ‘Times . 

. WASHINGTON, Feb, 21—The report by. 

ae 

Justice Department investigators that re- 
viewed the Federal Bureau. ef Investiga- 
tion’s inquiry into the murder of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. should damp- 
en_.but is not likely:to ‘end, suspicions 
‘that’ James Earl Ray the convicted mur- 

+ 

"The investigators never set out to prove 
oz. disprove. all the-: various . conspiracy 
theories ‘that have sprung.up in the nine 
}years since Dr. King’s death. Justice De- 
partment officials have stressed, but only 
to..establish whether..the burean. might 

| somehow have béen-implicated in-the kill-| 
\ing, and whether its investigation of the 
murder had been “thorough’and honest.” 
 =£fter an eight-month ‘investigation that} 
‘took ‘it to more than a dozen Cities.- in-| 
-cluded a review of more than -.200,000 
*documents, and involved interviews with 
about 40. persons (but not Mr. Ray him- 

self, because he refused to be inter- 
viewed), the investigators concluded that 

4 the bureau’s investigation:had been thor- 
‘ough and professional; and‘that the best 

= Mr. Ray had acted 

‘Investigators Suspicions Reported. 
The conclusions were considered par- 
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‘others besides Mr. Ray- : 

pto- 

} ticularly -significant within the depart- 
rment because, according to Justice De- 
partment. sources, most if not all of the, 
‘Investigators had’ begun. their investiga~ 

But even before the report was released" 
“the public, Attorney. -General . Griffin 

B. Bell warned that it would not answer 
Pall the questions about the murder, and 
that although it concluded that there was 

| no credible evidence of‘a: conspiracy, a 
( reader-“‘‘could still wonder if there hap- 
Fpened to be a conspiracy.” c27 0-7 1 # 
e.Two reasons for this are rooted in a 
Major question not answered by the bu-l. 
freau’s investigation, and”in the lack 6f 

+ government. 

‘erer, was‘only' one member of a larger _ 

{for only $664.34 in earned income during 

‘tion: with a belief that it was:likely that) p 
¢there had been a conspiracy:that involved} 

Inquiry Unlikele to'End Suspiciong 
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-* The- major question is just where and 
| how _ Ray obtained the money he 
needed .to travel extensively and make 
expensive purchases in the time between 
his escape from prison in April 1967 and 
his arrest at London Airport on June 8, 
1968,, two months. after the shooting of 

_ + “Ray Traveled and Spent - 
:: Mr. Ray is Known to have visited Aca- 
pulco, Mexico; Birmingliam; Ala. Los ‘An- 
geles; Montreal: Chicago; New Orleans, 
and_ Atlanta during’ this period, and to 
have -purchased 4 car, expensive camera 
equipment and several hundred dollars’ 
worth of daricing lessons. 
«The bureau’ has been able to account 

7 

this: period, all of it-from money earned 
‘as a.dishwasher ‘and cook’s helper at the 
LIndian, Trail Restaurant in Winnetka; IH. 
|= The bureau has theorized that Mr. Ra: 
most hkely support imself by rob. 
beries or burglaries: The Justice Depart- 
ment “InVeSUBaTiOn concedes that “Ray’s 
background does. lend credence to this’ 
theory,” but also concludes that the 
sources of funds remains a mystery. 

| «This, plus the fact that Mr. Ray was 
an uneducated, unskilled, military reject 
with few if any’ known friends, has 
caused some -F.B.I. agents to argue pri- 
vately that it is likely he had’ some help. 
“He moved too far, too fast” 

of them said recently.-Such opinions wil! ‘probably help keep-the conspiracy theory 
Ve. de Se . a 

oun ng Expr presses Skepticism 
__ The second' reason that the theory is 

likely: to,-survive, the-skepticism that 

J in the after-; 
math of the Shooting of Dr. King, one: 

many Américans. have-in this post-Water- 
gate climate, was articulated last Friday 
by Andrew Young; the United States’s 
chief delegate to the. United Nations and 
aman who, as an aidé to Dr. King, was 
himself the subject of extensive Federal 
surveillance in the 1960's. °° 

Mr. Young-Said that he hoped the House 
‘of Representatives would proceed with 
its own investigation because he doubted ‘trust that many Americans now have in 

aed ‘| that the public would fully-accept the! 
| 
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conclusions of.a Justice Department “in- < -. 
vestigation of one of-its‘own agencies. i+ = 
vAnd already one charge of cover-up 4 

Mas been made. Mr. Ray’s lawyer, Robert, 
Ll Livingston of Memphis, was quoted : 
‘Gver -the weekend as charging that thé > 
Rustice Depariment was attempting to} _ 
whitewash the matter, in. order to head <- 
aff the planned investigation of the assas+a 
Sination by the House committee.” 3 

i The report was assembled by.a group‘ 
Of. lawyer-investigators headed by Mi-? 
chael E. Shaheen Jr. The lawyers were, 
selected, Justice Department. officials in- ~ 
Sist, ‘because they were considered indé= 
pendent and because they had not had’ 
@ close working relationship with the bu> 
reau in the past. - eee 
.."We acknowledge,” “the ‘report’ said; 
“that. proof \of. the negative;-ie:, proof 
that ‘others: were not involved; is here’ 
as éhusive and difficult as it has univer= 
sally been in criminal law. But the sutit.’ 
of all the evidence of Ray’s guilt points’ 
to him so exclusively that it most effect 
tively makes the point that no one else - 
was’ involved.” . het 
f. How readily the publie accepts this: 
ronclusion will not be known for some 
fime: The House committee was sched-' 
wed to meet today to debate the future 
of Hs own investigation into Dr, King’s 
death, but the session was postponed be-~. 
cause of the reported illness of ‘its chair-. 
man, Representative Henry B. Gonzalez, 
Democrat of Texas. neue 
:, Because of a growing opposition in the 
Fiouse to the need for such an inquiry, 

vetoes 

the Justice Department conclusions. ‘are 
pertain to be a part of that debate, when- 
jt resumes. ~~~ “ Slat


