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_ -°» WASHINGTON” (AP) -— Chairman: . 
Henry B. Gonzalez of the House assassi-* 

- ations committee fired the panel’s’ 
chief -connsel yesterday, but the- coun - 
sel, Richard A.Sprague, said Gonzalez’ ; 
order had been countermanded by other _ 
committee members, 3 Mee NS 
~” Gonzalez told Sprague ‘to get ‘ont of *” 
the committee's office by 5 p.m. EST, 
but Sprague refused toleave.. 3. -’ 

|. Earlier in the day, Gonzalez had - - 
e@alled-Sprague a:“prima donna”. and ae 

. &said:the committee had to make a— 
 wehoice: between preserving itself or _ 

+Keeping Sprague on the payroll. ©. 0-2 
i*-Eater, Gonzalez sent a letter-to 
+Sprague, saying: “Your employment is 
sferminated as of this date... ~ 

.., 22"¥obr personal possessions are to be - 
< - Swetfiovéd by 5 o’clock today,” Gonzalez’ “, $letter“said. “You are to deliver your ; : =Keys-to the- office. superintendent’ and |’: 
+ Clear the building by 5 o'clock today.” =~" | 
so y-1- But Sprague responded with a state-> 

" siment that he had been “directed by the: 
“committee to disregard the order “by” 

' Chairman Gonzalez on the basis of a. 
determination that he does not haye the. . 
power to unilaterally discharge Mr: - 

_ Sprague.” TSE 
The committee staff spokesman dis-.:. 

tributing the statement said he did not, 
now how many committee members. 

” had-countermanded Gonzalez’ order. 2.’ 
~*~A~Republican. committee member, - 
» Rep: Stweart McKinney of Connecticut, - ; 
; Said as far as he is concerned, Sprague 
~can-be fired only by all House Demo- . 
».états in caucus and by the full assassi-- - 
cations committee. oe, 
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