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Washington: 
The 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
-
 

Hoover 
Controversy 

By 
J
A
M
E
S
 
R
E
S
T
O
N
 

W
A
S
H
I
N
G
T
O
N
,
 

Dec. 
13-—The 

c
h
a
i
r
m
a
n
 

of 
the 

H
o
u
s
e
 

Judici- 

ary 
C
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
,
 

E
m
a
n
u
e
l
 

Celler 

of 
N
e
w
 

York, 
said 

this 
w
e
e
k
 

that 
official 

w
i
r
e
t
a
p
p
i
n
g
 

w
a
s
 

so 
W
i
d
e
s
p
r
e
a
d
 

that 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 

in 

W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
 

could 
be 

sure 
his 

t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

private, 

This 
is 

true, 
but 

it 
gives 

a 

false 
i
m
p
r
e
s
s
i
o
n
.
 

The 
F.B.I. 

is 

u
n
d
e
r
 

strict 
orders 

n
o
w
 

to 
tap 

t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
s
 

and 
use 

other 
listen- 

ing 
devices 

only 
in 

cases 
‘‘in- 

volving 
national 

security,” 
but 

the 
definition 

of 
‘national 

secu- 

rity” 
is 

so 
v
a
g
u
e
 

that 
the 

F.B.1. 

has 
been 

able 
to 

interpret 
the 

t
e
r
m
 

about 
as 

it 
liked. 

For 
e
x
a
m
p
l
e
,
 

the 
F.B.I. 

has 

been 
b
u
g
g
i
n
g
 

the 
t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
s
 

of 

foreign 
e
m
b
a
s
s
i
e
s
,
 

not 
m
e
r
e
l
y
 

to 
gather 

military 
information 

that 
could 

be 
vital 

during’ 
a 

m
a
j
o
r
 

crisis, 
but 

to 
get 

diplo- 

m
a
t
i
c
 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

that 
m
i
g
h
t
 

be 
useful 

in 
some 

a
w
k
w
a
r
d
 

d
i
p
l
o
m
a
t
i
c
 

situation. 

The 
King 

Incident 

Also, 
the 

Government, 
begin- 

ning 
with 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

A
d
m
i
n
-
 

istration, 
is 

r
e
p
o
r
t
e
d
 

to 
have 

M
s
t
e
n
e
d
 

in 
on 

the 
t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
 

con- 

v
e
r
s
a
t
i
o
n
g
 

of 
M
a
r
t
i
n
 

L
u
t
h
e
r
 

King, 
the 

N
e
g
r
o
 

leader, 
during 

the 
racial 

disorders, 
for 

r
e
a
s
o
n
s
 

best 
k
n
o
w
n
 

to 
itself, 

W
a
s
 

this 

done 
for 

reasong 
of 

national 

security? 
W
h
o
 

a
u
t
h
o
r
i
z
e
d
 

the 
taps? 

W
e
 

do 
not 

k
n
o
w
,
 

W
h
a
t
 

we 
do 

k
n
o
w
 

is 
that 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

g
a
t
h
e
r
e
d
 

in 
this 

m
a
n
n
e
r
 

was 
discussed 

with 
n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
 

reporters 
by 

high 
officials 

of 
this 

G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
.
 

The 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
 

is 
not 

that 
the 

F
B
,
 

is 
r
u
n
n
i
n
g
 
a
r
o
u
n
d
 

tapping’ 
the 

p
h
o
n
e
s
 

of 
n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
m
e
n
,
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
 

that 
has 

u
n
d
o
u
b
t
e
d
l
y
 

been 
done 

too 
in 

an 
effort 

to 
discover 

the 
sources 

of 
p
u
b
l
i
s
h
e
d
 

security 
i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

The 
prob- 

lem 
is 

that 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 

s
e
e
m
s
 

to 
k
n
o
w
 

w
h
a
t
 

the 
F.BI, 

has 
been 

doing 
in 

the 
past, 

and 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 

can 
be 

sure 
that 

his 
c
o
n
v
e
r
s
a
-
 

tions 
are 

not 
being 

r
e
c
o
r
d
e
d
 

w
h
e
n
 

he 
t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
s
 

an 
e
m
b
a
s
s
y
 

.or 
even 

a 
G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

depart- 

ment. 

S
e
n
a
t
o
r
 

R
o
b
e
r
t
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

of 

N
e
w
 

York, 
for 

e
x
a
m
p
l
e
,
 

says 

that 
he 

was 
not 

aware 
of 

all 
the 

F.BI.’s 
e
a
v
e
s
d
r
o
p
p
i
n
g
 

activities 

when 
he 

was 
Attorney 

General. 
J. 

E
d
g
a
r
 

H
o
o
v
e
r
,
 

Director 
of 

the 
F.B.I., 

says 
this 

is 
‘“abso- 

lutely 
inconceivable,” 

and 
it 

is 
at 

least 
a 

little 
odd. 

J.F.K. 
on 

the 
F.B.L 

For 
if 

Mr. 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

didn’t 

k
n
o
w
,
 

either 
he 

wasn't 
doing 

his 
job 

or 
H
o
o
v
e
r
 

w
a
s
 

going 

b
e
y
o
n
d
 

his 
instructions, 

A
n
d
 

if 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

did 
k
n
o
w
,
 

he 
w
a
s
 
c
o
n
 

doninge 
w
h
a
t
 

he 
n
o
w
 

c
o
n
d
e
m
n
s
,
 

The 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

t
e
s
t
i
m
o
n
y
 

n
o
w
 

certainly 
does 

not 
jibe 

with 
w
h
a
t
 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

s
a
y
i
n
g
 

at 
the 

beginning 
of 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

A
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

John 
F. 

K
e
n
-
 

nedy’s 
first 

two 
a
p
p
o
i
n
t
m
e
n
t
s
 

w
h
e
n
 

he 
entered 

the 
W
h
i
t
e
 

H
o
u
s
e
 

were 
J, 

E
d
g
a
r
 

H
o
o
v
e
r
 

at 
the 

F,B.I. 
and 

Allen 
Dulles 

at 
the 

Central 
Intelligence 

A
g
e
n
c
y
.
 

Ai 
that 

time 
P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

K
e
n
-
 

nedy 
explained 

privately 
that 

Mr, 
H
o
o
v
e
r
 

w
o
u
l
d
 

be 
f
o
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

m
u
c
h
 

stricter 
orders 

in 
the 

n
e
w
 

A
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

than 
he 

had 

under 
P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

E
i
s
e
n
h
o
w
e
r
.
 

A
n
d
 

the 
Justice 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
:
a
t
 

that 
time 

explained 
that 

hence- 

forth 
A
t
t
o
r
n
e
y
 

.General 
K
e
n
-
 

n
e
d
y
 

w
o
u
l
d
 

supervise 
the 

ac- 

tivities 
of 

the 
F.B.I, 

and 
w
o
u
l
d
 

be 
the 

p
e
r
s
o
n
a
l
 

liaison 
on 

F.B.I, 

matterg 
with 

the 
President. 

D
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
E
i
s
e
n
h
o
w
e
r
 

A
d
m
i
n
-
 

istration, 
and 

again 
in 

the 
J
o
h
n
-
 

son 
A
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

Mr. 
H
o
o
v
e
r
 

had 
direct 

access 
to 

the 
Presi- 

dent, 
rather 

than 
w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
A
t
t
o
r
n
e
y
 

General. 

P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

J
o
h
n
s
o
n
 

is 
staying 

out 
of 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
-
H
o
o
v
e
r
 

con- 
troversy. 

He 
is 

m
a
n
a
g
i
n
g
 

to 
restrain 

his 
grief 

over 
seeing 

the 
S
e
n
a
t
o
r
 

in 
an 

e
m
b
a
r
r
a
s
s
i
n
g
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
'
s
 

situation 
with 

Mr. 
W
e
f
o
u
n
c
d
 

f
o
u
n
d
 

liberal 

The 
attitude 

at 

Hotise 
is 

that, 
w
h
a
t
e
v
e
r
 

wags 
w
r
o
n
g
 

or 
slack 

about 
wire- 

t
a
p
p
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

past, 
all 

is 
well 

n
o
w
 

and 
n
o
b
o
d
y
 

need 
fear 

the 
¥.B.1, 

unless 
he 

is 
e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 

in 
crime 

or 
plotting 

the 
o
v
e
r
t
h
r
o
w
 

of 
the 

Republic, 

The 
L
o
n
g
 

Inquiry 
T
h
e
 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
,
 

h
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

c
a
i
 

scarcely 
be 

left 
there, 

S
e
n
a
t
o
r
 

E
d
w
a
r
d
 

V. 
Long, 

head 
of 

the 
s
u
b
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

investigating 
w
i
r
e
t
a
p
p
i
n
g
,
 

has 
p
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

to 
invite 

Mr. 
H
o
o
v
e
r
 

and 
S
e
n
a
t
o
r
 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

to 
testify 

at 
a 

publie 
h
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

on 
w
h
a
t
 

did 
go 

on 
at 

the 
Justice 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
 

.
w
h
e
n
 

these 
two 

m
e
n
 

w
e
r
e
 

partners 
in 

anti-crime. 
This 

is 
not 

likely 
to 

get 
very 

far. 
The 

subject 
is 

too 
delicate 

to 
be 

discussed 
in 

specific 
de- 

tail 
at 

a 
public 

hearing, 
Mr. 

H
o
o
v
e
r
 

obviously 
c
a
n
n
o
t
 

put 
all 

the 
papers 

on 
the 

table, 
as 

Sen- 
ator 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 
knows 

very 
well. 

But 
the 

P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

could 
deal 

with 
the 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
 

personally. 
H
e
 

could 
define 

the 
limits 

of 
legitimate 

w
i
r
e
t
a
p
p
i
n
g
 

m
o
r
e
 

strictly. 
He 

could 
seek 

n
e
w
 

leg 
islation 

to 
deal 

with 
it. 

But 
un- 

less 
he 

does, 
the 

doubts 
about 

W
i
r
e
t
a
p
p
i
n
g
 

will 
continue, 

and 
add 

to 
the 

Ccredibility 
gap,” 

‘es 
p
a
l
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

5S 
P
O
i
a
v
i
o
n
s


