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PIKE TO REQUEST. 
CONTENPT ACTION 

IN CLA. INQUIRY 
Challenges Administration’s 

Right to Keep Classified 

Material From Congress 

By DAVID BINDER 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 25 — 
Representative Otis G. Pike 
said today that in his opinion 

the executive branch was in 
“contempt of Congress,” and 

that he would ask the House 
of Representatives to take 
action next week. 

In making his assertion, the 
Suffolk County Democrat, who 
is chairman of the House Se- 
lect Committee on, Intelligence, 
challenged the Ford Administra- 
tion’s right to withhold classi- 
fied information from Congress. 

He said that if the House 
backed him, he would name 
an official he wanted found in 
contempt—possibly President 
Ford, but more likely somebody 
like William E. Colby, the 
Director of Central Intelligence. 

Optimistic on. Citation 

Mr. Pike indicated this after- 
noon that he felt the committee 
would support his request for, 
a contempt resolution and that 
the House would muster suf- 
ficient votes to pass it because 
of widespread sentiment that 
the Administration had af- 
fronted Congress. 

A White House spokesman 
also indicated a major con- 
frontation was in the making, 
saying that an attempt by Re- 
publican members of the Pike 
committee to obtain White 
House approval of a compro- 
mise had “fallen by the. way- 
side.” 

The dispute between the two 
branches of Government began 
Sept. 11, when the House com- 

mittee votedito declassify some 
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United 
States 

intelligence 
data 

on 
the 

1973 
Middle 

East 
War. 

A 
day 

later, 
President 

Ford 
issued 

an 
Executive 

order 
bar- 

ring 
disclosure 

to 
the 

commit- 
tee 

of 
further 

secret 
information 

until 
an.agreement 

on 
classifi- 

cation 
authority 

had 
been 

reached. 
: 

Robert 
McClory, 

the 
ranking 

Republican 
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

of-the 
com: 

mittee, 
in 

attempting 
to 

reach 
a 

c
o
m
p
r
o
m
i
s
e
 

with 
President 

Ford 
on 

the 
classification-de- 

classification 
issue, 

asked 
Mr. 

Ford 
y
e
s
t
e
r
d
a
y
 

to 
accept 

the 
committee’s 

u
n
a
n
i
m
o
u
s
 
d
e
m
a
n
d
 

that 
it 

be 
accorded 

the 
right 

to 
notify 

the 
executive 

branch 
that 

it 
wished 

to 
declassify 

a 
secret 

and 
then 

invite 
c
o
m
m
e
n
t
 

in 
closed 

session, 
if 

necessary, 
from 

Administration 
officials. 

According 
to 

the 
Illinois 

Rep- 
resentative, 

Mr. 
Ford 

promised 
to 

reply 
to 

t
h
e
:
d
e
m
a
n
d
 

“in 
a 

day 
or 

so.” 
. 

With 
this 

in 
mind, 

Mr. 
Mc- 

Clory 
a
s
k
e
d
 

Mr. 
Pike 

n
o
t
 

to 
go 

a
h
e
a
d
 

with 
his 

plan 
to 

place 
the 

contempt 
question 

before 
the 

full 
house 

this 
afternoon 

but 
to” 

wait 
until 

Monday, 
Al- 

t
h
o
u
g
h
 

he 
e
x
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

raserva- 

tions, 
Mr. 

Pike 
a
g
r
e
e
d
 

to 
the 

postponement. 
This 

development 
followed 

a 
hearing 

this 
morning 

at 
which 

|there 
were 

sharp 
exchanges 

be- 
tween 

committee 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

and 
Lawrence 

S, 
Eagleburger, 

Dep- 
uty 

Under 
Secretary 

of 
State 

for 
m
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
,
 

The 
committee, 

was 
unanimous 

in 
criticizing 

the 
Administration, 

Mr. 
Pike 

guided 
the 

hearing 
to 

a 
crescendo 

this 
noon 

by 
cutting 

off 
the 

testimony 
on 

the 
State 

Department 
and 

de- 
claring: 

“It 
is 

time 
we 

moved 
on 

to 
something 

e
l
s
e
—
h
o
w
 

we 
shall 

treat 
the 

refusal 
of 

the 
e
x
e
c
u
t
i
v
e
 

branch, 
it's 

so-called 
order, 

which 
no 

one 
has 

ap- 
parently 

seen 
“It 

is 
time 

that 
this 

commit- 
tee 

went 
back 

to 
the 

full 
House 

of 
Representatives 

to 
either 

give 
us 

a 
vote 

of 
confidence 

or 
tell 

us 
we 

have 
gone 

toa 
Hypothetically, 

the 
House 

Congressional 
i
n
t
e
r
r
o
g
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
of 

California, 
sald 

that 
under 

far. 
It 

is 
my 

feeling 
ernat 

the 
Sergeant 

at 
Arms 

would 
be 

em- 
lower-rank 

officials 
on 

policy 
Mr. 

Eagleburger's 
guidelines, 

executive 
branch 

is 
in 

contempt 
powered 

to 
arrest 

the 
official 

questions 
because 

“we 
must 

‘we 
can’t, 

do 
a 

d
a
m
n
e
d
 

thing.’ 
of 

Congress, 
It 

is 
my 

feeling 
and 

confine 
him 

in 
the 

Capitol 
preserve 

the 
confidentiality 

of 
He 

said 
“heads 

would 
roll” 

if 
that 

we 
should 

move 
more 

basement. 
But 

such 
a 

matter 
the 

decision-making 
process.” 

the 
committee 

could 
get 

at 
the 

carefully, 
more 

deliberately, 
but 

would 
almost 

certainly 
be 

set. 
He 

said 
the 

principles 
were 

facts 
of 

inteligence 
fallures 

or 
steadily 

to 
determine 

that 
tled 

in 
court, 

House 
aides 

said. 
that 

until 
ordered 

otherwise, 
policy. 

. 
issue.” 

The 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
'
s
 

d
e
m
a
n
d
 

to 
State 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
 

w
i
t
n
e
s
s
e
s
 

Also 
d
i
s
c
u
s
s
e
d
 
t
o
d
a
y
 

w
as
 

At 
a 

n
e
w
s
 

c
o
n
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 

Mr. 
interrogate 

m
i
d
d
l
e
-
r
a
n
k
 

State 
w
e
r
e
 

to 
decline 

to 
discuss 

clas- 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
'
s
 

‘unsuccessful 
Pike 

said, 
“we 

got 
all 

kinds 
of 

Department 
‘officials 

on 
pur- 

sified 
material, 

that 
lower-rank 

attempt 
last 

Tuesday 
to 

extract 
c
a
n
d
i
d
a
t
e
s
”
 

for 
a 

c
o
n
t
e
m
p
t
-
o
f
-
 

ported 
A
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

failures 
officers 

w
o
u
l
d
 

discyss 
facts, 

policy 
i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

from 
T
h
o
m
:
 

Congress 
citation. 

on 
intelligence 

and 
policy 

In- 
but 

not 
policy 

options, 
and 

that 
as 

D. 
Boyatt, 

formerly 
the 

Cy. 
If 

he 
succeeds 

in 
obtaining 

volving 
Cyprus, 

Portugal, 
the 

they 
must 

have 
legal 

counsel 
prus 

desk 
director 

of 
the 

State 
House 

support 
for 

a 
resolution 

Middle 
East 

and 
Indochina 

was 
during 

testimony. 
Department, 

about 
the 

Cyprus 
holding 

that 
the 

Administration 
met 

partly 
today 

in 
testimony“... 

: 
d 

to 
crisis 

Inst 
year. 

i 
Bing 

back 
inf 

ion 
by 

Mr. 
Eagleburger 

and 
other 

His 
presentation 

appeare 
¥ 

ta 
as 

is 
keeping 

back 
information 

‘ 
enrage 

several 
members 

of 
tha 

Mr. 
Eagleburger 

said 
“it 

was 
ti 

ommittze 
to 

Witnesses 
from 

the 
State 

De- 
e 

‘ 
t
a
r
y
 
o
t
 

its 
constitutional 

partment, 
William 

G. 
Hyland, 

committee. 
“You 

remind 
me 

of 
a 

mistake’ 
to 

have 
let 

Mr, 
obligations, 

Mr. 
Pike 

said, 
“I 

director 
of 

the 
Byreau 

of 
In-g 

sideshow 
magician,” 

said 
Boyatt 

testify 
without 

making 
would 

then 
ask 

for 
the 

Housa 
telligence 

and 
Research, 

and 
\organ 

F. 
Murphy, 

Democrat 
clear 

to 
him 

that 
he 

could 
in. 

cf 
Representatives 

to 
state 

that 
Monroe 

Leigh, 
the 

legal 
adviser, 

of 
Illinois. 

“You 
won't 

give 
us 

deed 
talk 

about 
various 

aspects 
somebody 

was 
in 

contempt. 
However, 

in 
a 

statement 
© 

policy 
or 

the 
facts, 

It’s 
this 

of 
the 

Cyprus 
crisis 

without 
is 

committee 
three 

principles, 
Mr. 

Eagleburg- 
mse 

‘i 
‘i 

i 
would 

then 
‘select 

the 
official 

er 
sald 

that 
the 

State 
Depart- 

mumbo 
jumbo 

you're 
giving 

us.” 
violating 

his 
departmental 

in- 
to 

be 
found 

in 
cantempt. 

ment 
would 

decline 
to 

allow 
Ronald 

V. 
Dellums, 

D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
 

structions. 

He 
then 

explained 
the 

dis- 
tinctions 

in 
State 

Department! 
practice 

between 
intelligence! 

analysis 
and 

policy 
formation. 

—
w
h
i
c
h
 

are 
separate 

functions 
—
a
n
d
 

between 
senior 

officials 
e
m
p
o
w
e
r
e
d
 

to 
discuss 

and 
m
a
k
e
 

policy 
and 

lower-ranking 
offi- 

cers 
w
h
o
 

merely 
draft 

policy 
options. 

His 
explanation 

seemed 
to 

mollify 
some 

of 
the 

committee 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
.
 

David 
C. 

Treen, 
Re- 

publican 
of 

Louisiana, 
said 

that 
he 

felt 
“our 

investigation” 
could 

proceed 
satisfactorily 

under 
Mr, 

Eagleburger’s 
guidelines 

for 
querying 

junior 
officers. 

However, 
others 

still 
protest- 

ed 
Robert 

W. 
Kasten 

Jr., 
Re- 

Publican 
of 

Wisconsin, 
said, 

“You 
have 

the 
ability 

to 
classify 

officials.”


