’Author Expects $500,000 Net for ‘3 Years’ Agony’

Willlam Manchester says in
an interview in the current is-
sue of Newsweek that the con-
troversy over his book, “The
Death of a President,” did not
begin until Look magazine
agreed to pay $665,000 for the 3
serialization rights.

In the interview, Mr, Man- §
chester recalled that he had §
been told in his first meeting §
with Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy, “I don't want anyone 4o J
make & killlng out of my §
brother's deazh.”

The author sald that his own
response to this had heen, “You
dictate the terms.” :

He said that until the Look
offer ‘“staggered everybody”
there had been no indication
that an extrzordinary amount
of money would be made from
the book./He sald that accord-
ing to current estimates, the
Kennedy © Library stands fo |
make $5-milllon from the book.

He also sald that his agent i
predicted that his own share
might be "in the area of $1.5-
miltion.”

After taxes and legal ex-
penses, Mr. Manchester said, )
may come out with something
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porters and photographers out-
side—*"and that's how the
stories that the book made her
cry got started.”

Asked about the extent of the
editing in both the magazine
and book versions, Mr. Manches-
ter said that 1,600 words had
been deleted from the serialized
edition and 2.000 more had been
trimmed from the book.

“That's 3,600 words out of
360,000—1 per cent,” he de-
clared, “Changes were made in
about 250 places. A word here,
a phrase there—-some of Jack-
ie’s changes were baffling—but
not a single incident is omit-
ted.”

Asked about his feelings at
first and then later about Pres-
ident Johnson, Mr, Manchester
said that, despite his efforts, he
had not been able to obtain an
interview,

“I believe it was impossible

i{for him to do it,” he =aid.

Denying that the bnok was
“pathologically anti-LBJ,” Mr.
Manchester said:

“I think Johnson acted In
incredibly  difficult  circum-
stances. I think he behaved
well. I am distressed that there
have been so many anti-John-
son Stories attributed to the
book. They are not {rue and not
in the book at all.”

The lesson of the whole epi-
sode, he said, is that anvone
writing contemporary history
“has to anticipate problems.”

“In this case” he said, "I
found myself pitted against a
dozen people who had been good
friends. I learned something
about the political animal, peo-
ple who are betting their fu-
tures on another Kennedy Ad-
ministration, who are willing to
do anything.”



