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‘ Newsweek Issues a Report 
: on Manchester’s Work 

’ By ROBERT E. DALLOS 
« Newsweek magazine ‘says it 
» has learned that President John- 
“son is unhappy with some of 
+ the accounts of events following 
4 the assassination of President 
} Kennedy as they are said to 
“appear in William Manchester's 
_.'forthcoming book, “The Death yee 

of a President.” 
5 The magazine, in its issue 

that will reach newsstands to- 

telling “intimates” that his own 
recollections of a number of 
events differ from descriptions 
that are reported to be in the 
book. 

4 she Manchester book, ex- 
\Gefpts of which are scheduled 
ee ¢ published in Look maga- 
ate beginning with the issue on 

s§le Jan. 10, is said to picture 
* Johnson as being insensi- 

wtive to Mrs. John F, Kennedy's 
“feelings in the hours immedi- 

1 ately after the shooting. 

<-"Now,” says Newsweek, “‘in- 
_timates say, he is ‘as puzzled 
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“JOHNSON TERMED | 
UNHAPPY ON BOOK 

day, quotes the President as|’ 

t 

@S anyone’ about the flap. Un- 
y Pappy about the evolving por- 
¥ trait of himself in the stories 
about the Manchester book, he 
understands at the same time 
“i the Kennedy set would 

ave resented anyone who suc- 
etded John Kennedy.” | 

3ut Newsweek says that Mr. 
t Manchester's account “is not 

early so anti-Johnson as some 
§ lea, etm 4 2? in the press suggest. 

“The Kennedy staff's animus 
. tiitewards Johnson was. directed 
only in part at the new Presi- 
Naent personally,” says the 
magazine. “It was a function as} 
‘swell of their sense of loss and| 

peeir almost inevitable hostility! 
-anyone taking JFK's place.” 

vl 

White House Comment 

hm According to Newsweek, for 
example, the President has been| 
yoted as saying that the Senret 

Ser wanted him to board 
he os he SS 

air Force One, with its “supe- 
* yi6F fomimunications ” while 
¢ 7 ne il 
im fie Kennedy coffin was to re-! 
? tur to Was sAligton in the Vice- 
* Presidential plane, Air Force! 
wT O 

a «But Mr. Johnson, according to: 
athe magazine, ordered the body. 
@ Placed on the Presidential jet. | 
+ *“T wasn’t going to let Mrs.| 
" Kennedy fly back alone with his. 
« bddy,” Mr. Johnson is quoted by 
¢ Newsweek as telling intimates.. 
tet. White House spokesman 
seid last night that the maga- 

tihe,in its report had apparently 
matched past comments made 
by Mr. Johnson to what is re- 
ported to be detailed in the book 
Scheduled for publication in 
April 

—zy."Fhe President has not given 
: Shy interviews,” said the spokes- 
. Tan. “In fact he has not spoken 
‘ im any way to the issue of the 
’ Manchester book.” 

Qriginally, Newsweek said: 
Ss 

distributed to spa 
With advanced copies of the 

“agazine that if had phased its 
afucie on an “exclusive inter- 

view” With Mr. . 
‘be, te Said la en 4iNo interview with the President, 
qaand. that the original reports “Wad Geen the Grroe of The nen 

“KOIL-Writing the release, 
noi yehe Magazine would not re- 
uiMeal-the "sources Tor its article 
‘but said they were fri and 
ic titnates of the Johnsons. 

eli. Manchester Letter 

va;-Meanwhile, in a letter pub- 
{ished on the editorial page of 
J otay’s New York Times, Mr. 

{ : Manchester mentions the Ken-{ 
‘ dedy family's request that he; 

| write the book. 
‘+. “Y vividly recall that after 
the. telephone call from Wash- 

' ington asking me to undertake 
this project,” he says, “I turned 

to my secretary and said, ‘How 
’ Can'T say no to Mrs. Kennedy?’ 

_bdok form would violate a 

=~ Mr. Manchester c be 
Téached for comment last night. 

“She replied, ‘You can't.’ 

“Nor could I One did not, I 
felf,, bargain over a national 
tragedy.” 
‘Mré. Kennedy filed a suit; 

against Harper & Row, Pub-: 
lishers, Inc., and Look contend-. 
ing that publication of the 
Taanuscript in either serial or 

memorandum that Mr. Man- 
chester and Senator Robert F, 
Kennedy, the late President's 

: brother, signed in March, 1964. 
: The memorandum specified 
“that the book would not be 
published before Nov. 22, 1968, 
five years after the assassina- 

“tion, and that it must be 
“approved by both Mrs. Kennedy 
“and the Senator. 

‘In her suit, Mrs. Kennedy 
“said the approval had never 
«been given. 
2!Mr. Manchester said that he; 
shad signed ho contract with! 
, Mrs. Kennedy but did sign an! 
agreement with “another mem- 

“ber of the family who was rep- 
resenting her.” He said that 
-when he completed the manu- 
script in the spring of 1966, “we} 3 
looked toward publication in 
Tate 1966 or carly 1967." 
‘He said a team of men. each} 
:of whom had been close to the 
late President, had been dosig- 
nated by the family to read the. 
text. At the end of four months, | 
the team, according to Mr. Man- 
chester, assured the family that 

‘the manuscript was “satisfac- 
tory.” 

—
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Mrs. Kennedy's suit against 
‘Look was settled after the; 
Magazine agreed to make cer-| 
“tain changes in the 60,000-word, | 
‘four-part serialization. ; 
2 Negotiations with Harper &' 
Row.,and Mr. Manchester are! 
Still ‘under way. Simon H. Rif-: 
Kind, Mrs. Kennedy's attorney, 



said last night no negotiations 
had taken place yesterday. 

“No one: is talking: to any- 
one,” he said. “But I will be 
available on Monday.” ; 
Newsweek alsa reports that 

Mr. Johnson has a version of 
the circumstances under which 
he took the oath of office bee 
fore returning ‘to the ‘capita 
that is different’ from the 
version that is said to be ik 
the book. oe 
According to the President’s 

memory, Newsweek says 
ert._-/Kennedy who was Ahen, 
A General, was --tlont 
committal “aboie “when -. My:| 
Johnson was to take thedath 
of office. orl are 

Phone Call Detailed: | 
Mr. Johnson is quoted as’ say- 

ing that he telephoned.:Mr. 
‘Kennedy, the slain President's: 
brother, in Washington, “says! 
‘ing “I hate to bother you ati a time like this, but...’ and 
then asking for a_ ruling. 

_ Mro Johnson sai ording 
ito Newsweek, that Mr. Ken- 
inedy told him that he tnought 
the “Swearing-in should take 
place in Dallas, but. that Mr. 
Kennedy would” check and. calt 
him back.* 4 

Mr. Johnson, according to 
this version, said: the return 
calli came from Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach, then the Deputy 
Attorney General, who advised 
Mr. Jonnson-to tike-the Pres. 
dential oath at_once and then 
dictated ifs wording to a _sec- 
retary. 

i: Reached at his home in 
Washington last night, Mr. 
Katzenbach, now an Under: 
Secretary of State, said that he} 
recalled being telephoned from. 
the” an the oath 
from Constitution. .to: a 
secrefary, poe 

Aecording to. the magazine, 
Mr. Johnson's recollections: of 
the assassination ‘have a touch- 
ing quality all their own.” 
TEE faced Uhrough: his; 

mind whem~he learned the 
Presitent was dead,” the maga-: 
zine says, “was no personal! 
thrust for power but rather the 
meniory of the day~ Harry 
Truman St y inhérited. the 
Presidency from Franklin D.} 
Roosevelt more than 18 years} 
before.” 

‘Small Misundorstandings’ 
Mr. Truman took thé Presi-} 

dential oath, Newsweek Says, 
as soon as his wife, Mrs, Bess 

a se House, Ve DF 

without spelling it -out,” ‘Says 
the magazine, “was that no one 
at the time suggested that Tru- 
iman had shown unseemly: haste 
iin promptly taking the Presi- 
‘dential oath.” . 7 

Newsweek says that there are 
‘Many examples in the Manches- 
ter hook of small misunder- 
Standings, “mostly innocent. 
that caused friction” between| 

Truman, and their daughter,} 
Margaret, arrived af the. White} 

“The moral Mr. | Johnson! 
seemed to be drawing last week, |! 

the Kennedy: and Johnson fac- 
tions before and during the 
journey to Washington, 
;LB J. is reported to have 
repeatedly called Mrs. Kennedy 
‘hopey’—a well intended gesture 
that she faund grating,” says 
the magazine. 

In the Newsweek account, Mr, 
Johnson is reported to have ad-| 
mitted” probaply calling Mrs. 
Kennedy “honey.” 

. 4 

Another misunderstanding re-! 
lated in the Manchester mann-' 
Script, according to Newsweek, 
concerns Mrs. Johnson's recol- 
lection “that, in an effort to 
onsole Jackie, she had men- 
‘tioned ~ter__sorrawthat, the 
tragedy took place in Texas— and then immediately realized 
Whatan unfortunate thing that 
Was to “Say” @ circum- 
stances... "> 
Some accounts immediately 

following the assassination.sig- gested, Newsweek ‘says. Mr. 
Johnson had | “all but dra- 
s00ned’ Mrs. Kenfledy into josition for “the photograph of| the swearing-in ceremony. - 
“But Newsweek says that “ac- tually Mr. Manchester’s version 

i that Mrs. Kennedy recog- 
nized the Historical imperative 
of s itp-atTBIs sid® as a 
Symbol_of the continuity of the 
Presidency and took her place 
by choice’ 
Newsweek says Mr.- Johnson 
admitted at least one Thstane 
in ‘which he had x is new -authomny fight sae ss 

| aSsassination—— when President 
[Kennedy's Air Force aide, Brig. 
jGen. .Godfrey. McHugh, went 
iforward in Air Force One to tel] 
ithe . pilo if plane off) 
‘the -ground. i 

Newsweek says that accord- i 
‘ing. to its correspondent,|: 
Charles Roberts,. whe was on 
the plans, General McHugh got 
his cue for thé order from ‘Ken- 
neth O° Dotivelly a Kennedy aide, 
after thé Coffin had been placed 
on the plane-~---—--—-—_ 
Newsweek says that “LBJ 

remembers intercepting the 
generalt—and teltine—ttim he 
rwoild tell the pilot when to| 
itake Off.” 
: “I did tell him off." News- 
week “quoted hi “Johinson as 
Saying In reference to General 
McHugh. ~ . 

_ A State of Shock 

General Actus has retired 
and is reported to hive in Paris.!- 
He cauid not be reached for 

comment last night 
But Malcolm Kilduff, whe was 

serving as Presidéntial press 
secretary on the day of the 
assassination, Nov. 22, 1963, 
said in a telephone interview 

yesterday that everyone was in 
such a state of siock—at the 
timé ‘that the senerat-was not 
aware-of Mr. Jontison’'s presence 
on the plane. ~  ——— 

Cif there was any exchange 
of harsh words between LBJ 
and Géneral” McHugh," Mr. 
Kilduff said, “I was not a wit- 
ness to them.’ 
Although Mrs. Kerinedy had 

aucnorized Mr. Manchester to 
write the book, she filed suit 

“ae 

against Look and Harper 
& Row, Publishers, Inc., main- 
taining that ‘the author had 
violated her rights by planning 

ito publish the book without 
jprior approval of the Kennedy 
family. 

Mrs. Kennedy later reached: 
agreement with Look after the: 
magazine agreed to make cer- 
fain changes she had requested. 
Negotiations with Harper & 
Row are stil] under way. 

Kennedy’s Son in Hospital! 
SUN VALLEY, Idaho, Dec. 

25 (AP)—Joseph Kennedy will 
stay-in. a Sun Valley hospital 
“for a couple of days longer at 
least,” a nurse said today. The 
14-year-old son of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy broke his leg skiing 
at this Idaho winter resort Fri- 
day. 


