
CIA 
Officer 
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D
i
f
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D
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.
 

H
U
e
T
e
c
U
w
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L
L
U
S
 

Of Hill Pancl 
- 

By 
George 

Lardner 
Jr, 

W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
 

Post 
Start 

W
r
i
t
e
r
 

The 
Wouse 

Assassinations 
C
o
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

discovered 
Last 

suit 
| 

mer 
that 

its 
most 

sensitive 
files 

had 
heen 

riffed, 
and 

then 
traced 

fingerprints 
dn 

them 
to 

an 
afficey 

of. 
the 

CIA, 
accord- 

ing 
io 

informed 
sources, 

The 
incident 

involved 
surrep- 

titious 
entry 

of 
a 

combination 
éafe 

at 
the 

congressional 
com- 

mittee’s 
offices, 

the 
sources 

said. 
The 

safo 
was 

reserved 
for 

physical 
evidence 

of 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
'
s
 

assassination, 
jn- 

cluding 
the 

autopsy 
photos, 

X- 
rays 

and 
other 

articles, 
such 

as 
the 

so-called 
“magic 

bullet” 
that 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

both 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

and 
Texas 

Gov, 
John 

B, 
Con- 

‘nally, 
7 

A
p
p
a
r
e
n
t
l
y
 
nothing 

had 
been 

taken, 
but, 

the 
sourees 

said, 
there 

was 
no 

doubt 
that 

the 
files 

in 
the 

safe 
had 

beén 
tam- 

pered 
with, 

For 
instance, 

they 
sald, 

the 
autopsy 

photos 
of 

the 
head 

shot 
that 

killed 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

~ 
had 

been 
taken 

out 
of 

their 
slip 

cases 
and 

were 
left 

in 
disarray 

inside 
the 

t
h
r
e
e
-
d
r
a
w
e
r
 

safe. 
- 

"It 
looked 

as 
though 

s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

» 
had 

Just 
rin 

out" 
one 

sourde 
said, 

After 
several 

reporter 
ihis 

week, 
the 

CIA 
ac- 

k
n
o
w
l
e
d
z
e
d
 

that 
it 

has 
dis- 

missed 
the 

individual 
in 

ques- 
tion, 

but 
indicated 

that 
it 

plans 
no 

further 
action. 

“We're 
satisfied 

that 
it 

whs 
just 

a 
matter 

of 
curiosity 

[on 
the 

i
n
d
i
v
i
d
u
a
l
 

CTA 
officer's 

part].” 
,sald 

CIA 
s
p
o
k
e
s
m
a
n
 

Herbert 
Hetu. 

Asked 
whether 

it 
might 

have 

See 
E
N
T
R
Y
,
 

A6, 
Col. 

1 

inquiries 
by 

a 

AG 
FY 

Monday, 
June 

18, 
1979. 

t 

THE 
W
A
S
H
I
N
G
T
O
N
 

POST 

* { z 

4 
4 ifled 

. 
ENTRY, 

From 
Al 

been 
& 

matter 
of 

conselous 
CTA 

Spying 
on 

a 
congressional 

committee, 
Hetu 

replled, 
“
G
o
o
d
 

lord, 
no.” 

The 
unauthorized 

entry 
was 

discov. 
P
o
 

ere 
Se 

-tha 
s
a
a
 

S
r
 
e
t
 
e
e
 
T
o
r
r
 t
e
e
 
o
e
r
 ace P

e
e
 

2 
eed 

at 
work 

early 
one 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

last 
sum- 

mer, 
probably 

!n 
July, 

sources 
sald. 

“Blakey 
(the 

House 
committee's 

chief 
counsel, 

G, 
Robért 

Blakey) 
wag 

told 
right 

awdy,” 
one 

source. 
re- 

counted, 
“Only 

three 
or 

four 
peoyle 

were 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
hava 

access 
to 

that 
safe, 

And 
I 

understand 
that 

one 
of 

them 
said 

he’d 
locked 

it the 
nignt 

be- 
fore,” 

Fingerprint 
experts 

from 
the 

D.C, 
police 

department, 
where 

several 
com- 

mittee 
staffers 

had 
old 

friends, 
were 

called 
in. 

By 
then, 

s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

had 
thoughtlessly 

had 
the 

docutnents 
rear: 

one 
b 

neatly, 
so 

that. 
there 

were 
other 

prints 
on 

them 
and 

on 
the 

safe, 
But 

the 
security-consclous 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

reportedly 
had 

fingerprint 
records 

of 
everyone 

who 
worked 

there, 
both 

those 
with 

access 
to 

the 
safe 

and 
those 

who 
had 

no 
business 

being 
there, 

m
e
 

. 
Sources 

sald 
the 

only 
whatthorized 

set 
of 

prints 
the 

pollce 
found 

be- 
longed 

to 
Regis 

T. 
Blahut, 

a 
CIA 

Mal- 
son 

Officer 
who 

hdd 
been 

detailed 
to 

assist 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

with 
the 

CIA 
rec 

ords 
it 

needed 
for 

its 
investigations. 

“His 
fingerprints 

were 
all 

over 
tha 

place,” 
one 

source 
reported. 

"
O
n
 

the 
photos, 

inside 
the 

safe, 
and 

on 
all 

sorts 
of 

different 
packages.” 

’ 
Particularly 

telling, 
anothér 

source 
Indicated, 

was 
the 

fact 
that 

sone 
of 

the 
prints 

were 
found 

on 
autopsy 

pho- 
tos 

themselves 
rather 

than 
the 

plastic 

cased, 
: 

; 
The 

episodé 
reportedly 

p
r
o
d
u
c
e
d
 

a 
great 

wave 
of 

anxiety 
within 

the 
CIA, 

which 
has 

been 
claiming 

for 
several 

years 
that 

it 
has 

learned 
{ts 

lessons. 
and 

that 
fta 

domestic 
spying 

and 
mis-. 

deéds 
are 

a 
relic 

of 
the 

past. 
In 

any 
ease, 

the 
agency 

launched 
an 

inten- 
sive 

internal 
investigation, 

including 
polygraph 

examinations 
of 

Blahut 
and 

perhaps 
a 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
his 

superiors. 

In 
a 

brief 
telephone 

interview 
with 

The 
W
a
s
h
i
n
g
t
o
n
 

Post, 
Blahut 

denied 
any 

w
r
o
n
g
d
o
i
n
g
,
 

He 
a
c
k
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e
d
 

that 
his 

fingerprints 
bad 

been 
found 

on 
the 

d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
s
 

in 
question, 

but 
in- 

Sleeves 
in 

which 
they 

had 
been 

en-. ssassination 
Panel’s 

Files 
CIA 

Officer, Since Fired, 
— 

sisted 
that 

there 
wag 

an 
Innocent 

ex- 
planation. 

He 
refused, 

however, 
to 

say 
what 

that 
was. 

_
 

“There's 
other 

things 
that 

are 
in- 

volved 
that 

are 
detrimental 

to 
other 

things,” 
he 

sald. 
Asked 

what 
he 

meant 
Uy 

Uldl, 
We 

reLUsed 
Lo 

elaporate, 
"T 

signed 
an 

oath 
of 

secrecy 
(with 

the 
CIA),” 

he 
said. 

“I 
cannot 

discuss 
It 

any 
further,” 

: 
Sources 

quoted 
Blakey, 

who 
was 

kept 
informed 

of 
thé 

CIA's 
{n-house 

in- 
quiry, 

as 
having 

stated 
on 

several 
occa 

mittee’s 
final 

report 
in 

recent 
weeks, 

refused 
to 

‘comment. 
Sources 

sald 
hé 

seized 
on 

the 
incident 

last 
year 

and 
used 

it 
ag 

leverage 
to 

get 
tha 

CIA 
to 

cough 
up 

& 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
s
 

it 
had 

been 
holding 

back 
from 

the 
com- 

MULES. 
G
U
M
 

Ua 
te 

keCULUs 
Lepore 

edly 
pertained 

to 
‘Lea 

H
a
r
v
e
y
 

Oz 
wald's 

visit 
to 

M
e
x
i
c
o
 

City 
in 

Septem. 
ber 

1968, 
; 

“There 
was 

a 
m
a
r
k
e
d
 

improve- 
ment," 

one 
former 

staffer 
re. 

‘galled, 
“All 

of 
a 
sudden, 

they 
were 

gly- 

“His 
fingerprints 

were 
all over 

the 
place. 

On 
the 

photos, 
inside 

the 
safe, 

and 
on 

all 
sorts 

of 
different 

packages.” 
2 

: 
Fa 

f 

slona 
that 

Blahut 
had 

been 
given 

three 
polygraph 

e
x
a
m
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

in 
ali 

and 
that 

he 
had 

failed 
them 

in 
impor- 

tant 
respects. 

m 
‘Fie 

denied 
hé 

did 
ft; 

and 
he 

flunked 
that," 

one 
source 

sald. 
"They 

_ algo 
asked 

him 
w
h
e
t
h
e
r
 

anyone 
or: 

dered 
him 

to.do 
it, 

He 
sald 

no 
one, 

». 
and 

he 
flunked 

that.” 
2 

oe, 
Blahut, 

who 
said 

he 
workd 

for 
the 

| 
CIA 

office 
of 

security, 
insisted 

that 
ha 

had 
c
o
m
e
 

through 
the. 

tests 
with 

his 
credibility 

u
n
b
l
e
m
i
s
h
e
d
,
 

“l've 
already 

d
e
f
e
n
d
e
d
 

myself 
to 

my 
employers,” 

he 
sald 

w
h
e
n
 

asked 
about 

the 
incident. 

“As 
far 

as 
I’m 

concerned, 
that’s 

all 
cleared 

up.” 
C
o
 

Blakey, 
who 

has: 
been 

w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

now 
morlbund 

Assassination 
Com. 

ing 
us 

everything 
we 

wanted, 
Blakey 

| 
kept 

saying 
he 

w
a
n
t
e
d
 

to 
go 

slow, 
to 

let 
them 

[the 
CIA] 

conduct 
the 

tnves 
tigation 

..,, 
But 

I 
think 

he'd 
have 

to 
admit 

we 
w
a
n
t
e
d
 

better 
cooperation.” 

A
s
k
e
d
 

one 
question 

after 
another 

about 
the 

Incident, 
including 

the 
iden: 

tification 
of 

the 
CIA 

officer's 
firigers 

- 
prints, 

Blakey 
kept 

saying: 
“I 

won't 
discuss 

the 
matter.” 

Asked 
If 

he 
would 

deny 
it, 

he 
said, 

“No," 
Most 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

of 
the 

House 
com- 

mittee 
apparently 

were 
Kept 

in 
the 

dark. 
Even 

the 
c
h
a
l
r
m
a
n
 

of 
the 

sub- 
committee 

that 
investigated 

the 
Ken- 

nedy 
assassination, 

Rep. 
R
i
c
h
a
r
d
s
o
n
 

Preyer 
(D-N.C.}, 

s
a
i
d
:
 he 

was 
u
n
a
w
a
r
e
 

of 
it 

w
h
e
n
 

querled 
by 

a 
reporter, 

Later, 
after 

checking 
with 

C
h
a
i
r
m
a
n
,
 

Fy 

Louis 
S
t
o
k
e
é
 

(D-Ohio), 
Preyer 

de- 
clined 

to 
comment 

beyond 
saying. 

“Blakey 
and 

Lou 
[Stokes] 

wére 
han- 

dling 
the 

CIA 
stuff. 

I 
don't 

have 
my 

nose 
out 

of 
jolnt 

about 
it. 

Talk 
to 

Lou." 

Stokes 
declined 

to 
talk. 

“The 
matter 

‘was 
terminated,” 

he 
said. 

“There's 
no 

need 
for 

me 
to 

c
o
m
m
e
n
t
.
”
 

It 
was 

not 
clear 

what 
other 

CIA 
of. 

ficlals 
might 

have 
been 

given 
poly- 

graph’ 
tests 

before 
the 

inquiry 
was 

d
r
o
p
p
e
d
 

although 
sources 

said 
that 

one 
of 

Blahut's 
superiors, 

Scott 
Breck- 

inridge 
of 

the 
CIA 

Inspector 
general's 

office, 
had 

been 
expected 

to 
be 

given 
_ 
one, 

There 
were 

also 
reports 

that 
CIA 

D
e
p
u
t
y
 

Director 
Frank 

Carlucci 
had 

offered 
“In 

a 
m
a
g
n
a
n
i
m
o
u
s
 

way” 
to 

take.one, 
Breckinridge 

ja 
a 

veteran 
C
I
A
 

offi- 
elal 

who 
served 

as 
the 
a
g
e
n
c
y
'
s
 

chief 
—
—
_
_
 

‘liaison 
officer 

with 
the 

Senate 
Intelli- 

‘gence 
C
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 

during 
ita 

1978-76 
in- 

vestigations 
of 

the 
thtelligence 

com- 
munity, 

He 
also 

wrote 
the 

top-seeret 
CIA 

insnector 
general's 

report 
in 

1967 
‘On 

C
I
A
 

assassination 
plots 

against 
C
u
 

ban 
P
r
e
m
i
e
r
 

Fidel 
Castro. 

Breckinridge 
retired 

recently. 
He 

could 
not 

be 
reached 

for 
comment, 

CIA 
spokesman 

Hetu 
said 

his 
‘retire- 

‘ment 
had 

nothing 
to 

do 
with 

the 
rum- 

m
a
g
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

House 
committee's 

safe, 
As 

for 
Carlucc!, 

Hutu 
told 

a 
re- 

porter, 
“He 

doesn't 
r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

having 
said 

what 
you 

said 
he 

said,”


