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Committee Sees Probable Second Gunman in Killing 

of President — Reviews by Justice Dept. Sought 

By MARJORIE HUNTER 
Spectal to The New York Tirnes 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30 — President 
John F. Kennedy “twas probably assassi- 
nated as a result of a conspiracy,”’ the 
House Select Committee on Assassina~- 
tions concluded today. It said, however, 

that it was “unable to identify the other 
gunman or the extent of the conspiracy.”’ 

The committee said that, on the basis 
of circumstantial evidence, that ‘there is 
a likelihood” the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. also was assassinated ‘‘as a re- 
sult of a:‘conspiracy.” 

Acoustical Experts’ Testimony 

‘Those findings were issued by the com- 
mittee at the end of a $5.8 million, two- 
year inquiry, and the committee recom- 
mended that the Department of Justice 
review the findings to determine if fur- 
ther investigation should be made into 
the deaths of the two men. 
The committee seems to have based its 

conclusion of a conspiracy in the Kennedy 

, Agency. 

assassination on testimony of acoustical 
experts who testified that there was a 
high probability of gunfire from two loca- 

tions along the Dallas motorcade route. 
The conspiracy theory in the King case 
did not focus on the involvement of 
another gunman but on testimony sug- 
gesting that Mr. Ray was abetted and 
that he hoped to earn a bounty on Dr. 
King. 

While suggesting conspiracies in both 
deaths, the committee concluded, as 
other official groups have in the past, that 
Mr. Kennedy was killed by Lee Harvey 
Oswald and that Dr. King was slain by 
James Earl Ray. 

Further, in the Kennedy assassination, 

the committee ruled out any involvement 
by the Soviet Union, the Cuban govern- 
ment, anti-Castro Cuban groups, any na- 
tional syndicate of organized crime, the 
Secret Service, the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation and the Central Intelligence 

Criticism of Other Inquiries 

Since Mr. Kennedy’s death, on Nov. 22, 

1963, there have been repeated allega- 
tions that one or more of these groups 
were involved. 

The committee was critical of earlier 

investigations, including that of the War- 
ren Commission, headed by the late Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. 

While saying that the Warren Commis- 
sion conducted ‘ta thorough and profes- 
sional investigation into the responsibil- 
ity of Lee Harvey Oswald” in killing Mr. 
Kennedy, the committee stated, ‘‘The 

Continued From Page 1 

‘adequately the possibility of a conspiracy 
to assassinate the President.” 

Warren Unit ‘Too Definite’ 

The committee also said that the War- 
ren Commission ‘‘was too definite” in re. 
porting that Mr. Oswald was the lone as- 
Sassin. 

The performances of various Govern. 
ment agencies, including the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, the Department of 
Justice, the Secret Service and the Cen- 

' tral Intelligence Agency, also were criti- 
cized by the committee. 
The Secret Service was deficient in its 

duties, the committee declared, saying 
that the agency possessed information 
that was not properly analyzed, investi-. 
gated or used in connection with Mr. ; 
Kennedy's trip to Dallas and that its | jeden 2 the Kennedy: motorcade were 

ely pre to 
President froma sniper. Protect the 

A Failure Ascribed to F.B.I. 
Another committee conclusion w. 

that the F.B.I. failed to investigate ade. 
quately the possibility of a conspiracy in 
Mr. K "Ss assassination and failed to share fully with other agencies and de- 
partments the information it had. 

The Department of Justice, the com- 
mittee said, “failed to exercise initiative in Supervising and directing” the F.B.I. 
inquiry into the Kennedy death. 

The bureau and the Justice Depart- 
ment were severely criticized, too, in the King case. The Domestic Intelligence 
Division of the bureg “grossly abused 
and exceeded its legal authority” in con- 
ducting a campaign against Dr. King, _and the Justice Department “‘failed to su- 

Warren commission failed to investigate] 
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pervise adequately” that division, the 
panel concluded. 

Robert Havel, a spokesman for the De- 
| partment of Justice, said late today that 
Officials of the department have not yet 
seen the committtee’s report but that it 
would be reviewed in detail next week. 
He said that the department had worked 
closely with the committee staff in the in- 
vestigation and was aware of the new 
acoustical evidence pointing to a con- 

' Spiracy several weeks ago. 

C.LA. Held Deficient 

He also said that the department has no 
immediate plans to open a formal investi- 
gation but that he could not rule out such 
an investigation’s resulting from the re- 
view of the committee’s report. 
Committee criticism of the C.I.A. inthe 

Kennedy slaying was that it “was defi- 
cient in collecting and sharing its infor- 
mation both prior to and subsequent to 
the assassination.” 

The acoustical evidence supporting the 
committee’s conclusion a was brought. 
out in testimony yesterday by two ex- 

‘ perts, Mark Weiss and Ernest Aschkena- 
sy, professors at Queens College of the 

' City University of New York. 
The two men said that, based on their 

tests, there was a 95 percent chance, or 
better. that a shot was fired from a 



grassy knoll in Dallas as the Kennedy 
motorcade passed by. 

It was not this shot, however, that 
killed the President, the two men said 
and the committee agreed. The fatal shot 
was fired by Oswald as he stood at th 
window of the Texas School Book Deposi- 
tory, the committee said. 

The Findings on King 

- Inits findings on the death of Dr. King, 
the committee said that James Harl Ray 
fired one shot at the civil rights leader on 
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Jacqueline Kennedy aiding the President as he was wounded b i f , Dallason Nov. 22, 1963. Car is shown passing grassy knoll from which, accord: 

spiracy existed in Mr. Kennedy’s death based largely on that testimony. 
_April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tenn. : in hopes of receiving a The committee made no mention of any | ered ving & sum of money off- . | other gunman being involved in the King faeeme unidentified person for Dr. 

. death. Its suggestion of a “likelihood” of| Mr. Ray ‘pleaded guilty to killing D 
“forma apparently was based on in| King but has since said that he was Be an 

ation presented to the committee! to take the blame for the murder. He E y"| that other persons may have abetted Mr. i : fi A . 
.| Ray in the killing and that Mr. Ray acted| sea, © * life term in prison in Tennes- 


