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(. By HOWELL WECHSLER 
f- Staff Writer §.  * 

The House Select Com-. | 
mittee on Assassinations . 
has had to overcome some’ 

c | extraordinary obstacles in: 
& its search for the truth be-: 
: hind the murder of John Fe". ‘investigation of the assassi 

Ba Kennedy I5 years agotoday. ‘nation lacked widespread 
= It managed to-survive 4-congressional - ‘support until 
B Continuous fiscal pressure’ ‘ithe mid-1970s when it was 
from congressional critics '=Jearned' that: the FBI and 
Sand an internal squabble-’ glk: witheld important in- 
% that Jed to the departure of #¥ formation from the commis- 
the committee chairman, <ySion.. ae . 
* and chief counsel: anny Se + 4 

But now the committee* FITHIAN ‘himself origi- 
ia faces ifs greatest challenge 7 
' — getting its findings: aie 

. cepted by the Ameri¢an’ 
_ public. * 

Only two years: ago, an 

tion with preconceived no- 
_ tions, mishandled witnesses 
and lacked the insight or 

* courage to perform an ade- 
3 quate probe. 

‘The critics’ calls fora new 

investigation. ‘I accepted it 
.(Warren Commission re- 

‘felt that.historically every 
a * Gallup poll showed that. 80.- -; generation comes along and . 

.-wants to inquire into what- ; percent of the Ametican ° : 
.. people believed that a con--. 
F spiracy was behind the as: 
2 $a ssination. 
EF: In a few weeks, the com- 
ro mittee (HSCA will release a - 
report that will probably tell . 

_ those people that they were. 
. wrong, that the evidence 
» proves that Lee Harvey Os- 

- Wald killed the President on 
his own. 

“ever sensational political 
* assassination occurred,” 
‘ the former Purdue history 

: professor said. . 

He said he changed his 
mind after Purdue students 

: began asking him solid, re- 
_ Sponsible questions about 

. the case ~— questions Fithian 
- could not answer even after 
digging for the facts. Final- 
ly, 13 years after the assas- 

is COMMITTEE ‘member. 
= and Indiana Second District. . 

Rep. Floyd Fithian said the 
* committee conducted a su-- 
Bs pcrb, thorough investigation King. The committee is ex- 

‘that should set reasonable . -pected to complete the final 
Re minds at rest. “+ © report on its $5 million study 
° ~=That does not satisfy the: ‘s ‘by. the end of the year. 
Ri, critics of the Warren Com-. 
Be mission, President John; 
br SON’S panel to investigate « 
Be th: assassination, who have ; 
es Jong argued the case for a’: 
me Conspiracy and coverup. 

fy They tharge that the com- 

+. gate the murders of John 
Kennedy and Martin Luther 

5 FITHIAN joined the 
‘panel in early 1977 to replace 
a member who had retired. 

+.“7 think I was selected pri- 
marily because I had pro- 

‘ fessional training as an his- 

"mittee entered its investiga- es 

nally was opposed to a new 

oe \;port) as the whole story. I. 

; Sination, the HSCA was - 
created in 1976 to investi- - 

torian. ‘They. probably 
weren’t looking for another 
lawyer, *-he said. 
At the time, the commit- 

_tee probably needed a refer- 
ee more .than an historian. 
Chairman Henry Gonzalez 
(D-Tex) and chief counsel 

' Richard Sprague began a 
bitter clash of egos that 
eventually led to Gonzalez’s 
forced resignation. ‘Mr. 
Gonzalez’s actions were just 
destroying the credibility of 
the committee. And becom- 
ing irrational,” Fithian said. 

SPRAGUE, an unpopular’ 
figure in the House because 
of his abrasive personality 
and demands for a large 
budget, was fired two 
months later because, Fith- 
ian said, “We could not: win 
funding and keep Sprague.”’ 

With a new chairman and 
chief counsel, the commit- 
tee began making progress 
under a spirit of non-parti- 
sanship which Fithian said 
is unparalleled in his con- 
sressional experience. 

_ FLOYD FITHIAN 
"Can we afford 

that cancer?" 

wt 

‘ . ~ 

_Seme Warren Commis- 
sion critics say the con- 
gressmen clearly were unit- 
ed from the start — united in 
wanting to prove that Os- 
wald alone killed thé Presi- 
dent, no matter what the 
evidence proved. 

“From the very begin- 
ning, they knew where they. 
were going. Anyone who | 
Says elsewise is either a 
naive jackass or a malicious 
liar,” says Dr. Cyril Wecht, 
coroner for Pennsylvania’s 
Allegheny County and lone 
dissenter on the commit- 
tee’s nine-member panel of 
medical experts. 

FITHIAN said only Gon- 
zalez might have had pre- 
conceived notions on the 
Kennedy case. ‘‘Our goal 
was to get at the historical 
truth and to explore it to its 
ultimate depth,” he said. 

Another complaint 
against the HSCA, as well as 
against the Warren Com- 
mission, is that it didn’t



JOUFnAT ang Courier, — Intl., Well, Nov. 22, 1978 

still need ‘ 
“ 

allow anyone to present Os- 
wald’s case.. * . 

“(The) caae: against Os- 
wald looks as good as it does: 
primarily because. no one - 
with equal staff, budget and: 
time. has had the opportuni-+ 
ty to... show the world what” 
it is really made of,” states’. 
the Assassination Informa-'” 
tion Bureau, a non-profit: 
group devoted to research:, 
and public education on: ; 
what it considers to be the’; 
deliberate suppression of, 
the truth behind America’ s 
recent political murders: 

FITHIAN replied that the 
committee raised questions : 
and pushed hard for an- 
swers that might have indi- 
cated Oswald’s innocence. 
But the public must under- 
stand that congressional 
committee hearings are not 
trials, he said. 
tion of a congressional com- 
mittee is to bring out the 
facts on something, not. to 
convict anyone.” 
Anyway, Fithian added, 

there would be no practical 
way to organize hearings 
with an Oswald advocate 
participating. 

For Fithian, some of his 
work with the committee 
will stand out clearer than 
the rest in retrospect. One of 
the most unforgettable tasks 
he had to perform was look- 
ing at autopsy pictures of 
the President’s body. . 

‘I don’t have a very 
strong stomach,” Fithian 
said. ‘‘The first time I saw 
them I could barely finish 
looking at the last three 
pilates. Some people say 
these pictures should be put 
on the screens so Americans 
could look at them. What 4 
terrible request. No way. 
Ev C rw es canna fone 

“The func. 

FITHIAN said. he expects. 
all-the documents and testi- 

i 

goal i is to set out the story for 
the American public.” ” 

mony that came before the - | 
committee will be available 
.to the public, with only a few 
“exceptions for national se- 
‘curity purposes. 

"The critics say they can’t 
r “comment on the comniit- .. 
‘tee’s.work until its réport 

: comes out, but they’re- not 
convinced by v what they’ ve 

* seen So far. 

"The committee ° does not ; - worth every penny it spent... to-clarify this: 
” expéct to change the critics’: 

BUT WILL the American 
public. buy what the ~com- 
mittee is offering? Fithian... 

- said that depends on how the - 
‘media reports’ the. commits’ 
tee’s findings; © 0.4). 

On the-other side, “there ! 

‘belief’ - 
lieve they he had the full story’ 
on the Kennedy and King 

. assassinations. A sizable 
. chunk believed in the com- 
plicity: of the FBI and the 
number was growing. Can 
we afford that cancer?’’ ~.. 
Fithian asked. a : 

““Tfit turns out some FBI“ 
guy. ‘was conspiring, you~ 

are those who: say the. com-! “tum it-over to the Justicet +” at 
“mittee’s work was a waste, ‘Department and put the guy”! *, 

in the clink. But it’s of. crus2**- 4 -of money. ‘Fithian’ argues - 
‘that:the committee was: 

. “Eighty percent of the ° 

“cial importance. that you trys 

“Is $5 million too much fore. “ 
“2 ‘minds, Fithian’ said. “Our? “American people didn’t be-" ' that?’ No way? res 

al Caan


