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WASHINGTON: The House Select Committee 
on Assassinations has released this 
composite drawing in hope that citizen 
recognition might shed additional light 
on the assassinations of Pres. John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Sketch shows a man who reportedly 
represented himself as a member of the 
U.S. intelligence community in the 

1960's and who on occasion used the name 
Maurice Bishop. 
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By Dick Russell 
Early last week, the House Select Committee on As- 

sassinations released photographs of four men, one a 
man named “Maurice Bishop.” The committee, which 
is about to begin open hearings into the possibility that 
President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, 
Jr., were victims of conspiracies, asked if anyone could . 
idenufy either Bishop or the other three mystery 
figures it sought for questioning in the probe. I do not 
know Maurice Bishop, but I know someone who does. 

Though the committee gave no public details about 
its interest in these men, sources close to the investiga- 
tion reveal the following: 

' @ The photo of a man identified as “Ralph” originat- 
ed with an Atlanta resident named Claude Powell. Po- 
well and his brother have reportedly claimed that 
“Ralph” met them in a bar in 1967 and offered them 
$25,000 to kill King. When Powell refused to provide 
additional details, the House committee cited him for 
contempt. 

¢ Two photographs of a young man with blond hair, 
allegedly taken in Mexico City in 1963, have been 
identified to the committee as being the same fellow 
who entered the Cuban embassy that fall, claiming to 
be Lee Harvey Oswald. Eusebio Azcue, the former 
Cuban consul in Mexico City, is said to have provided 
this startling information last spring in Havana to a 
team of visiting investigators (Continued on page 22)
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Washington, 
B.C,, 

20515. 

- House 
Assassination Investigation 

- 
By 

Dick 
Russell 

Continued 
from 

paged 
that 

included 
Congressman 

 Richard- 
son 

Preyer 
and 

Carl 
Stokes. 

There 
has 

long 
been 

speculation 
that 

someone 
pretending 

to 
be 

Oswald 
may 

have 
called 

at the 
Cuban 

and 
Soviet 

embassies, 
blazing a 

false 
trail. 

@ 
The 

photograph 
of 

a man 
on 

the 
curb 

in- 
Dealey 

Plaza 
is 

known 
among 

assassination 

researchers 
as 

“the 
umbrella 

man.” 
In 

films 
taken 

as 
the 

president 
was 

shot, 
the 

same 
man 

is depicted 
raising 

and 
then 

lowering 
a 

black 
umbrella 

as 
JFK’s 

limousine 
passes. 

Some 
researchers 

have 
speculated 

that 
the 

umbrella 
might 

actually 
have 

been 
an 

exotic 
weapon 

that 
fired 

the 
fatal 

shot. 
na, Maurice 

Bishop 
is 

a 
more 

proved 
story. 

My 
knowledge 

of 
him 

began 
in 

the 
summer 

of 
1976 

when, 
book 

on 
the 

assassir’ 
Miarmi’s 

Cuban 
exi’ 

men 
I hoped 

to interview 
was 

Antonio 
Vecia-— 

a 
founder 

of 
an 

anti-Castro 
group 

called. 

Alpha 
66. 

In 
the 

early 
1960s—-before 

the 
Kennedys 

curtailed 
commando 

raids 
against 

Cuba—-Veciana 
had 

helped 
raise 

$100,000 
to 

support 
such 

paramilitary 
attacks. 

Reported- 
ly, 

he 
had 

also 
been 

involved 
in 

at 
least 

one 
assassination 

plot 
against 

Fidel 
Castro. 

But 
when 

I 
mentioned 

Veciana’s 
name 

to 
a 

Mi- 
ami 

investigator 
for 

Senator 
Richard 

Schweiker’s 
JFK 

subcommittee, 
I 

was 
im- 

mediately 
discouraged. 

The 
man 

did 
live 

in 
Miami, 

I was 
told, 

but 
had 

recently 
been 

re- 
leased 

from 
prison 

on 
a narcotics 

charge 
and 

in 
the 

course 
of 

researching 
a 

tion, 
I 
spent 

a 
week 

in 
community. 

One 
of 

the 



wouldn’t talk to me. 
Nonetheless, I found” Véciana’s name in 

the telephone book and called him. He spoke 
halting Engtish but agreed to meet me down- 
town across from the Trailways bus station. 
He was a stocky Cuban, abour six feet tall, 
and he looked to be about 40. After an hour 
of small talk in a nearby grill, we drove to one 
of the big hotels along Miami Beach and 
found an isolated corner in the lobby. There, 
T learned that Schweiker’s staff was protect- 
ing him as its key witness. There, I learned 
toc about Maurice Bishop. 

Veciana had been president of a Havana 
accounting firm when Castro took over Cuba. 
Embittered by Castro’s turn toward Commu- 
nism, he began to secretly raise funds for an 
anti-Castro uprising. Shortly thereafter, in 
1960, he received a visit from the gentleman 
who called himself Maurice Bishop. Tt was to 
be the first of more than 100 meetings, in a 
relationship that would last 12 years. 

Bishop, who stood about 6 Zand appeared 
about 45, dressed expensively and had sun- 
spots below his eyes. He told Veciana he was 
part of an American intelligence service, but 
instructed him not to ask which one. He 
wanted to train Veciana to lead a group of an- 
ti-Castro Cubans in sabotage and psychologi- 
cal warfare inside Cuba. Another American, 
whom Veciana knew only as “Melton,” as- 
sisted with his instruction. 

The initial strategy was to spread false ru- 
mors among the population about the eco- 
nomic instability of Castro’s regime—a CLA 
tactic later used against Salvador Allende in 
Chile. When this failed to create a stir, Bish- 
op used Veciana to coordinate an ass4ssina- 
rion attempt. The first was scheduled as Cas- 
wo prepared to introduce the Soviet cos- 
monaut Yuri Gagarin, but was cancelled 
when Bishop feared a violent Soviet reaction. 

The next was planned for October 1961 
during a Castro speech, using a bazooka fired 
from a nearby rooftop. But Castro got wind 
of the plot and Veciana was forced to flee 
Cuba by boat. Bishop, who spoke Freach 
and possessed a fake passport from Belgium, 
stayed on undetected. 

A month later in Miami, Bishop contacted 
Veciana again. Together they laid plans to 
form the group Alpha 66. Veciana traveled to 
New York, where he worked on another plan 
to eliminate Castro should he come to speak 
at the United Nations. Then, after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Veciana says that Bishop or- 
ganized a series of commando attacks on 
Russian merchant ships in Cuban harbors. 
Bishop’s plan, he adds, was to force another 
confrontation. 

“Bishop kept saying Kennedy would have’ 
to be ferced to make a decision,” he remem- 
bers. “The only way was to put him up |! 
against the wall. Three ships were attacked in 
different ports of Cuba. The first one was a 
mistake in identity; it was a British ship. The |: 
other two were Russian. To further make 
Kennedy reach a point, we heid a press con- 
ference in Washington to let him know about 
the commando groups. That was when Ken- 
nedy ordered that I be confined to Dade 
County, Florida.” 

Ta response to the terrorist raids, the Jus- 
‘tice Department restricted a number of Cu- 
ban exiles to Dade County in the spring of 
1963. But that summer, Veciana’s meetings 
with Bishop resumed. In August, Bishop had 
him fly to Dallas. 

“When I arrived there,” says Veciana, 
“Bishop had given me the address to a build- 
ing, a bank or insurance company. Bishop 

was waiting there with a young guy, an 
American, and the three of us walked to a ca-|/: 
feteria. The young guy did not say one word. 
He was very quiet, very strange. When I take 
a cup of coffee, Bishop says to him: ‘Til meet 
you in two or three hours.’ Bishop and I then 
talked about the movement and our plans, 
but not when this guy was there. This was 

- [didn’t know until November 
when I saw his Picture. But this means Os- 
wald was working with Bishop. 

“After the Kennedy assassination,” Vecia- 
na continues, “the FBI contacted me to ask 
several questions. At first I was worried but 
the agent who interviewed me said that it was 
a matter of routine, nothing important. I 
didn’t tell the agent anything, because I 
thought it would harm the movement.” 

After the assassination, Veciana says he 
waited a year before going back to Dallas. “I 
never asked Bishop about Oswald,” he says, 
“because Bishop always told me that in this 
type of work, you just do things, you don’t 
ask.” Then, early in 1964, Bishop himself 
raised the subject. Veciana’s cousin was then 
a leading official in Castro’s intelligence serv- 
ice. Many times, Bishop had. beseeched Ve- 
ciana to try to glean information from the 
cousin. 

“Now Bishop asked me if I thought that 
by getting my cousin a considerableamount 
of money, would he say he'd talked to‘Os- 
wald to make it appear that Oswald was 
working for Castro? Because of this, I asked 
Bishop if it was true that Oswald had been 
talking with Castro agents. Bishop said it did 
not matter if it was true, what was important 

Continued on next page 
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Antonio Veciana, associate of Maurice Bishop and leader of Alpha 66. 
the extremist Cuban exile group dedicated to the overthrow of the. Castro j 
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SALE 
25% — 40% Off 

ORIGINAL PRICES 
In order to make way for 

early deliveries of our new 
fall line, Swing Low is hav- 

ing a spectacular sale. Ail 
summer merchandise, in- 
cluding many transitional 

items. now 25% to 40% off. 

On sale are: Witli Wear 
pants, shirts and vests, 
straight feg draw string! 
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WOR RADIO 

wants you to win 

/-day 
Bermuda picnic 
for your family! 

And more! 

There’s nothing to buy — 
and winners every weekday for 
8 weeks in the WASH 'N DRI 
“Perfect End to a Perfect Pic- 
nic” Sweepstakes. 

You can win a lavish Bear 
Mountain picnic for a family of 
four. And Broadway show tickets. 
Awarded every weekday till 
contest deadline, August 18th. 
Grand Prize drawing August 7 for 
the 7-day Bermuda picnic for a 
family of four including air 
travel, and luxury Elbow Beach 
accommodations, modified 
American Plan. 

It’s easy to be a winner. For 
each entry, simply attach name, 
address and phone number to an 
empty WASH ’N DAI moist 
towelette packet or write the 
words WASH 'N DRI on a post- 

card. Send it off to WOR Radio, . 
1440 Broadway, NYC 10018. The 

+» more you send in, the better 
your chances. 
Stay tuned to WOR - 710 on your dial - 
for more details. 

Washi Dri 

Be a big winner in the 
WASH 'N DRI “PERFECT END TO A 
PERFECT, PICNIC” SWEEPSTAKES! 

Winners will be drawn at 
and notified by mail. Employees of RKC General and 

Colgate-Paimolive are not eligible. 

BL
6t
 
Fi
 
LS
ND
Ii
¥ 

BO
IO

A 
bs
 

YOU MAY NEVER 
WEAR BLUE JEANS 
AGAIN... 

after you see the 
beautiful ail-cotton 
draw string pants* 

at GOVINDA. 

GOVINDA 
‘the anti-plastic, all natural 

clothing store 
. 340 West sth 1 Street, NYC | 
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Continued from preceding page 
3 1° Was to get my cousin to make that statement. 

“T always thought that getting Cuban 
agents to say Oswald was working for them 
was a cover for Bishop himself,” adds Veciz- 
na. “I always believed Bishop was working 
with Oswald during the assassination. About 
five months later, I brought up the topic 
about giving money to my cousin. Bishop 
said there was no need to talk about that plan 
any longer. He never brought up the topic 
again, and I never asked.” 

Over a year passed. With Kennedy’s 
death, the anti-Castro commando raids began 
to wind down too. Veciana worked to slowly 
infiltrate some of his people into Cuba and set 
up internal guerrilla warfare. He was in Los 
Angeles when Bishop asked for a rendezvous 
in Las Vegas. ; 
_Veciana then moved to Puerto Rico where, 

using the cover of a sports promoter, he 
worked for Bishop training people to infli- 
trate the local Communist movement. In 
1968, he went on to Bolivia as a $36,000-a-" 
year banking specialist for the State Depart- 
ment. His other job was to destroy the image 
of the recently murdered Cuban leader Che 
Guevara. According to Veciana, three Cuban 
CIA agents had been involved in Guevara’s 
murder. 

While in Bolivia, Veciana also sought to 
undermine the Leftist govenrment of Juan 
Torres. “I secretly started a campaign to in- 
form the public that the coirs would be deva- 
lued. There turned out to be a military coup 
(Aug 21, 1971). Torres fled to Argentina 
and was killed.”” Veciana also maintains that 
Bishop twice tried to kill Bolivia’s Minister of 
the Interior, a Communist, but the man fled 
to Cuba. 

Veciana’s next project centered around 
Castro’s 1971 visit to the Marxist Allende 
government in Chile. “Once Allende was 
voted in, we knew Castro would go to Chile. 
A lot of the officer’ xf the Chilean Army were 
very cooperative th me and Bishop. They 

| knew everything, when Castro would arrive 
and where he was going to-be, The plan was 
to have TV cameras with machine guns in- 

men. All this was planned directly by Bish- 
op. 

side them, We had two agents ID'd as press- - 

“Perhaps: it was. i to the Ken- 
nedy assassination. meat the person that 
Bishop assigned to kill Castro was Boing to 
get planted with papers to make it appear 
that he was a Moscow Castro agent and then 
he would himself be killed. So he would have 
been seen to be a traitor to Castro. 

“Te never got off the ground. One of the 
agents had an appendicitis attack, and had to 
be rushed to a hospital. The other said he 
wouldn't do it alone. We had all gone to 
Chile as diplomats, by car through Peru.” 

After this, says Veciana, “A lot of differ- 
ences began to come up. I was tired of wait- 
ing so long._So many lives being lost, and 
Castro still alive. On July 24, 1973, the DEA 
(Drug Enforcement Administration) arrested 
me and accused me of trafficking in cocaine. 
Two days after the accusation, Iwas given my ~ 
money. At the end of 15 years, they paid me. 
All Bishop had ever paid was traveling ex- 
penses; he said this was cumulative salary. 
Before I went to the Atlanta prison, I told 
Bishop what my family needed. After that. 
Bishop never contacted me again. I do not 
know where he is now. But I am sure the trial 
was a set-up because of my. previous activi- 
ties. I was sentenced to seven years, paroled 
in 17 months—out very, very quickly. Then 
the Senate started its investigating.” 

A few months after our meeting, Schweik- 
er’s people brought Vecianz to Washington. 
He was taken secretly to a monthly meeting 
of the CIA’s Association of Retired Intelli- 
gence Officers, where it was hoped he might 
provide a positive identification of Maurice 
Biskop.. Apparently, the House has now 
ruled out that possibility. Curiously, sources 
close to the committee say that Veciana is not 
expected to be called to testify when the JFK. 
hearings begin on September 6. It is rumored 
that, despite the committee’s show of ear- 
hestness, its intent to once again depict Os- 
collusion on the planning. 

At last report, Antonio Veciana still lives 
in Miami. Although I originally agreed not to 
use his name, he has since appeared on a TV 
documentary with a portion of his story. If 
Maurice Bishop can be found, perhaps the 
tangled web that still surrounds the Kennedy 
assassination and related events of the 60s 
may yet find its way into the history books. 

E 

By Terry Curtis Fox . 
Consider: a group of executives—all highly 

paid, just ender tep-management level— 
come down en masse to Astor Place and enter 
a basement theatre. There, for several hours 
every week, a bunch of underpaid actors 
teach them how to act like an ensemble. The 
executives get to do trust exercises; they are 
taught how to properly project their voices. 
In exchange for these lessons, the executives 
pay fees which are high enough to keep the 
actors happily performing for very,litte in a 
theatre which loses money night after night. 
Not only are the actors suddenly employed, 
middle-class professionals, but their director, 
his father, and his business associates are all 
reaping profits while the director’s nonprofit 
venture (the theatre} presents socially critical 

Vernon—-home base, as it happens, of the 
{| program which they attend—and tell their 

wives how they have learned to communi- 
cate, how they have managed to act Just like 
businessmen should. 

This thoroughly opiatic scenario is unfold- 
ing at the Colonnades Theatre Lab, where 
Michael Lessac, under the guise of Lessac 
Developments, has put art in the service of 
capital. As artistic. director of the Colon- 
nades, Lessac—son of vocal coach Arthur 
Lessac—was faced with the constant finan- 
cial crises which accompanies running a 
nonprofit theatre. He’d managed to keep a 
core of followers tied to the Colonnades de- 
spite short seasons and dismal reviews until spl 

“W Grie' of the Colorinadés* productions, an adap- 
‘q tation of Bulgakovy’s Moliere in Spite of Him- 

plays. The executives go home to Mount! 

CTL Goes Inc. 
self, gained gallons of praise from Richard 
Eder in The New York Times. (Our own 
Michael Feingold was less enthused, for good 
reason? the Colonnades actors are among the 
worst in town.) Still, with a 75-seat house 
(stunningly designed by Lessac’s old friend, 
Robert U. Taylor, one of the country’s lead- 
ing set designers}, Lessac couldn’: pay his 
cast a living wage. He didn’t want te lose 
either his theatre or his foyal band of follow~ 
ers just when they were finally about to be an 
established success. 

Voile—Lessac Developments, a pilot pro- 
gram, Was instituted fast spring with the ad- 
vertising/direct-mail firm of Wunderman, 
Ricotta, and Klein. After watching the Co- 
lonnades actors do an improvisation, Lester 
Wunderman wrote to Donald Wilson, Lessac 
Developments’ chief businessman, that he 
had seen the “model of the corporate struc- 
ture of the furure.”” 

“Ensemble groups, acting as intellectual 
commandos, will . . . begin to replace the 
heirarchical structure,” Wunderman gushed, 
as he envisioned “spontaneous creative com- 
bustion as a way of problem solving.” 

“Anything to keep the doors open,” as one 
arts funder, appraised of the project, replied. 
“I's certainly an innovative approach,” he 
added, with more than a slightly ironic edge. 
Perhaps he was thinking of the day when, as 
@ quid-pro-quo partner in American busi- 
ness, Michael Lessac would no longer need 
the public aid he currently receives from the 
New York State Council’ and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. a


