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House Assassinations 
By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The urbane ex-director of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency seemed a bit 
peeved. 

Richard M. Helms had just spent a 
long morning with the House Assassi- 
nations subcommittee investigating 
the murder of President Kennedy, 
and “they asked me all sorts of ques- 
tions about things in the past.’ The 
former CIA director spoke with a 
trace of exasperation, as though 
everyone must know that it is much 
too late to call back such stale ghosts. 
Surely the subcommittee had been 

refreshing his recollection? a reporter 
asked. , 
“Not very successfully,” Helms re- 

plied with a smile. 

.The House Assassinations Commit- 
tee is likely to run into that problem 
repeatedly as it begins this week the 
first of two unprecedented sets of 
public hearings into the murders of 
President Kennedy and the Rev. Mar- 

tin Luther King Jr. There will be 
trials that aren’t reaily trials, with 
defendants who arent defendants, 
hashing over dusty files and forgotten 
facts in an effort to resolve disputes 
that will never be settled. 

‘The committee hopes the exercise 
will be cathartic. Skeptics expect a 
eircus. 

:“One of the reasons for the linger- 
ing doubts and suspicions in both 
these cases is that there has never 
been a trial in either one,” says a com- 
mittee spokesman. “That means the 
American people never vicariously ex- 
perienced what happened in those two 
prosecutions. A great deal of the frus- 
tration in these two cases probably 
stems from that fact and that fact 
alone.” 

“A congressional -committee, how- 

ever, is rarely an impartial tribunal. It 

usually has a point to make, an ax to 
grind. 

The theories of the “prosecution” 

that are about to unfold appear to be 
radically different from what the 
backers of the committee had in mind 
two years ago when the House author- 
ized the inquiries. The self-appointed 
revisionists of the King and Kennedy 
murders, such as the controversial 
Mark Lane who led the lobbying ef- 
fort to create the committee, were 
counting on it to exonerate James 
Earl Ray, King’s convieted killer, and 
Lee Harvey Oswald, Kennedy’s pre- 
sumed assassin. The critics were 
elated at the prospect of convicting, 
instead, the CIA for somehow engi- 
neering Kennedy’s murder and the 
FBI for somehow arranging King’s. 

That is no longer likely. The demo- 
nology has changed again. The old an- 
swers are making a comeback, albeit 
with new trimmings. 

“We're going to nail James Earl Ray 
to the cross,” one committee member 
was quoted as saying of the hearings 
that begin tomorrow. As for Oswald, 
the committee reportedly has uncov- 
ered new information about his trav- 
els and contacts in Soviet Russia and 
in Mexico suggestive of ties with the 
Soviet KGB rather than with the CIA. 

The hearings this week will begin 
with King’s slaying in Memphis in 
1968, 

“They're going to try to ruin 
James,” predicts his brother, Jerry 
Ray. “They’re going to try to destroy 
him. . .To us, it’s a crooked commit- 
tee, an FBI-CIA committee.” 

The fireworks are likely to come 
Wednesday when Ray, serving a 99- 
year term at Tennessee’s Brushy 
Mountain State Prison, is scheduled 

JAMES EARL RAY 
...to testify Wednesday 

to testify in the company of his law- 
yer, the ubiquitous Mark Lane. 

At Brushy Mountain last month 
committee members and lawyers “told 
him they’d give him an hour to make 
an opening statement,” Jerry Ray said 

in a telephone interview. “He’s work- 
ing on it now. He’s going to tell how 
he escaped from Missouri State 
Prison (in 1967), where he went after 
he escaped, up to the present day. 

“Then he’s going to throw it open 



ings: Circus or Catharsis? — 
and let them ask what they want. He’s 

‘ going to stick to the facts and let 

them try to tear him up. Mark thinks - 

he’ll hold up pretty good.” 

There is, however, no firm wunder- 
standing between the committee and: 

Lane over how long Ray can speak 
and how closely he must hew to chief 

counsel G. Robert Blakey’s tightly 
“structured” plan to keep the first , 
week focused on what happened, in 
Memphis. Once here under subpoena, 
Ray might testify for three days. Or 
Committee Chairman Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohio) may cut him off the first morn- 
ing. In that case, what Ray has told 
the committee in thus far unpublished 
interviews at Brushy Mountain may 
come tumbling unbidden into the pub- 
lic domain. 

“James Earl Ray has taiked to us 
for over 28 hours on tape,” a commit- 
tee “spokesman” told reporters at a 
background briefing (the “spokesman” 
had previously been identified pub- 
licly as Blakey). “We have those tran- 
scripts on tape. In one sense, we have 
his body by virtue of the writ. We 

have his voice by virtue of his previ- 
‘ous conversations with us.” 

Tomorrow's leadoff witness will be 
the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, another 
civil rights leader who Was with King 
the day of the assassination. The cur- 

tain raiser will be devoted to outlining 
what King represented in American 
life, how he came to Memphis, and fi- 
nally his death at the Lorraine Motel 
on April 4, 1968. 

Abernathy has told reporters in 
Memphis he also wants to recount his 
belief that the FBI and Memphis po- 
lice helped “conspirators” spirit Ray 
from Memphis after the shooting, an 
issue that the committee apparently 

doesn’t intend to deal with until a fi- 

nal round of hearings on the murder 

in November. 

Tuesday’s session will produce a 

clinical examination of how and why 

King died, with testimony from a for- 
ensic pathologist whose name will be 
announced that morning. 

The hearings will usually run from 
9am. to noon, hurried along by nar- 

ratives from committee staffers and 

succinct questioning of most witnesses 
without any opening statements from 

them. There are likely to be only a 

few seats for the public. Admission 
for Ray’s testimony Wednesday will 
be by ticket only. Security will be 

tight. Even Ray’s lawyer, Lane, has 

had to sign a secrecy agreement not 
to divulge where Ray will be staying 

in Washington. 

“There will be no chance taken that 
he does not get back fo Tennessee,” 

the committee spokesman said. “One 

thing we don’t want is to have a repe- 
tition of what happened in Dalias” 
when Oswald was gunned down by 
Jack Ruby. 

The murders in Dallas in November 
1963, first of Kennedy and then of Os- 
wald, will be explored at public hear- 
ings next month. But former CIA Di- 
rector Helms, for one, is skeptical 
about what that might establish. 

“Nobody knows today what Oswald 
represents,” he said the other day out- 
side the JFK assassination subcommit- 
tee’s hearing room. “He’s dead. His 

wife isn’t telling the truth.” On top of 
that, the former CIA director de- 
clared, “there’s a whole unexplained 
period” concerning Oswald’s life in 
Russia. 

“This is. the whole question, the 
whole thing,” Helms said of what mo- 
tivated Oswald. “It’s never been re- 

chief replied. 

solved and it’s cbviously not going to 
be.” ‘ 

Whether Oswald had any ties with 
the KGB would never be known, 
Helms said, “unless the KGB tells you 
that.” 

“Or the CIA tells you” of CIA ties, 
a reporter asked. 

“Oh, that’s silly,” the former CIA 

Mayor Vetoes Ban 

On Small Model Cars 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Mayer 

Ernest Morial says it may be un- 
constitutional to stop miniature 
models of antique cars from touring 

the French Quarter, so he has vetoed 
a law that would have created such a 
an. 

Fhe City Council voted 6 to 0 to 
prohibit the gadabout automobiles, 
which entrepreneur Ray Fletcher has 

been renting to tourists as “horseless 
carriages” for sightseeing. 

Morial said the law would have per- 
mitted miniature models of modern 
cars . while banning the antique 
models. 

Argentine Cost of Living Up 
BUENOS AIRES (AP)}—The Argen- 

tine cost of living was up 6.6 percent 
in July and has risen 80.7 percent 

since Jan. 1, the Economy Ministry 
announced. July’s consumer price in- 

dex, based on a 1974 figure of 100, is 
ealeulated to be 11,195.5, up 186.7 per- 
cent from a year ago, the ministry 
said Friday. Contributing to the latest 
rise were increases in rents, electricity 
and gasoline., 


