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OSWALD CASE AIDS 
ADOPTION REFORM 

Rule on Religious Pairing 

Is Eased by Convention | 

By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG 
Special io The New York Times 

ALBANY, Aug. 23—-The 

story of how Lee Harvey Os- 

wald’s religion prevented hit 

from being placed in a chil- 

dren’s home in New York State 

for psychiatric care was re- 

vealed here today as the Con- 

stitutional Convention voted ia 

diminish the importance of r2- 
Higion in the adoption and 

placing of children. 

The floor debate on the sen- 

sitive issue had been routine 
until John Carro, a Democratic 

delegate from the Bronx, began 

telling his colleagues about a 

“real-life confrontation with the 
problem” that he had had 15], ; - 
years ago. when he was a pro- | 
bation officer in Bronx Child-land our whole industry mightldelegate from Rochester, de- ren’s Court. have been changed.” clared during the debate that) # 

The case of a fatherless 12- [In Fort Worth, Tex., Mrs. ithe present law was “keeping | € 
[yearold truant living with an) Marguerite Oswald denied to |chitgren in institutions, deny- ineffectual” mother had bees! the Associated Press what ‘ing them good homes wher referred to him, Mr. Carro said, , + es 108 8g Ss where and he spent a year trying to| She called “Carro’s attempt jthey are ardently wanted.” place the boy in an institution| to make it seem that I fled | The pew provision, which 
where he could receive adult} with my son.” She said: “A ithe convention approved today]: “sympathy” and propet psy-| judge turned my son over to by a vote of 176 to 0, did 
Mn Carre, now a lawyer saiat and we stayed in New not remove the religious fac-|i 
he had tried institutions of all re ano ner -“— win ne tor from the adoption proceed. % faiths, but that the boy was re-| TUrtner cnarse or truancy ling. But it provides that, in- : jected by them either because] against Lee.”] stead of religion being the :dom-|® he was a putheran, or becalise _ The paw ee the last 36 years inant consideration, “the wel- they did not -have adequate psy-|is contained in a provision of fare of th : 
chiatric facilities: In most of the|the State Constitution known rimart aes eae ae rejections, he said, the boy’sjas “the religious protection|/P™!™aty concern,” and that religion was the only factor. |clause.” This clause specifies region Pair ing considerations ira: that “when practicable,” ajcannot be pursued if they are The Boy Wa Id . : ~ ° . ; y™ 5 Oswa child must be placed with an|“inconsistent with the welfare “Unfortunately,” Mr. Car-jinstitution or persons of “the of the child” : ro said, before I could do any-jsame religious persuasion as This lansuase- thing more about it, his mother|the child.” The courts have| =his anguage represented a took him out cf the state.”jinterpreted “when practicable” |COMpremise between. ‘outright _ The Bronx delegate pausedito mean “almost always,” andjrepeal and retention’ of the pres- jjust for an. instant and then|/thuys many. children have been/ent law. Some groups, includ- 
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hex jadded: “This young man turnedjrendered unadoptable. ing Jewish adoptivé:parents or-' out to be Lee Harvey Oswald.” ganizations, had sought re- The other delegates, startled| © How Couples Suffer peal, while others, including by this story concerning Presi-|. For example, childless Jew-|Rofaan Catholic organizations, dent Kennedy’s assassination, ish couples feel that the law/had sought ot keep the’ present! # voted ‘unanimously a few min-lHas worked against them be-|standard. z utes later to end the practicelcause relatively few Jewish However, on the convention of mandatory matching of re-ichildren are available for adop-|floor today, proponents: of all jligion in the adoption, guardi-|tion. “Moréover,: couples who/the varying _ groups ~ supported): ‘janship and custody of children.lare.:-atheists. or. agnostics orjthe compromise: and_ praised: “Had the law been different|couples where the husband|Bronx Borough President: Her-| then,” Mr. Carro said later ofjand wife are of different faiths|man  Badillo, .“Democratic| his experience with Oswald,/haye also suffered, because the delegate and chairman’ of the!! who was himself killed. by)law has, virtually. barred them|Health, Housing’ and Social Jack Ruby the day after the from adopting children. Services Committee’ in which): Kennedy assassination, “I would)" Supreme Court Justice Har-/the’ compromise had been la-|: have been able to get him. help|ry D. Goldman, a Republican‘boriously shaped. - - AE 
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