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WASHINGTON, Noy. 2I— 

Senator Frank Church said to- 

day that he believed the Senate 
would pass “before Easter’ 

legislation providing for strong 

Congressional oversight of the 
Intelligence agencies. 

In a telephone interview, 
Senator Church, the chairman 
of the Senate Select Committes 
on Intelligence, said he based 

his assessment on the way in 
which his colleagues received 

- the committee report on assas-. 
sination plots against foreign) 
feaders at a closed session of 
the Senate yesterday. | 

He said “the mood was: 
toward the affirmative” in sup- 
port of the need to correct 

abuses outlined in the 347-page 
report. The intelligence commit- 
tee found that United States of-, 
ficials had “instigated” plots 
tn. kill two foreign leaders and! 
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had known about or supportea: 
coups d'état that resulted in the: 
deaths of three others. It found 
no evidence, however, that the 

Central Intelligence Agency had 
carried out any assassinations. 

Possibility of Prosecution 

The intelligence committee 

has not responded to requests 
from the Department of Justice 

for access to evidence assem- 
Bled in the committee's investi- 
gation, according to a spokes- 
man for the Senate group. He 
said there was “a question” 
whether the files would ever be 
made available to Government 
prosecutors investigating possi- 

ble criminal activity by intelli- 
gence officials, [Page 17.] 

Senator Church said that his 
committee would submit after 

the Thanksgiving recess, which 
ends Dec. 1, a bill to outlaw 
assassination plots. He and 

other members of the commit- 

tee said they believed this leg- 
jstation would be virtually un- 
opposed in the Senate, 

Earlier today, in response to 

questions on President Ford’s 
reaction to the assassination 

report, Ron Nessen, Mr. Ford's 

press secretary, said the Presi~- 
dent “had made clear... he 
absolutely abhors Government 
officials’ being involved in con- 

sideration of those kinds of 
things.” 

Mr. Nessen declined, how- 

ever, to commit the President 
to support an antiassassination 

bill, noting that Mr. Ford was 
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stopped.” . 
The publication of the assas- 

sination report, some 120,006 
words based on a six-month in- 
vestigation. and. interviews with 
75 witnesses, marked the begin- 
ning of the end of the Senate's!’ 
unprecedented investigation of 
the intelligence agencies. 

The committee was expected 
to conduct further public hear- 
ings on Federal Bureau of In-|: 
vestigation activities, on covert 
operations in Chile and on pro- . 
posals™ for” “Tégislation. It was 
expected to end its active in- 
vestigation by Jan. 1 and begin 
preparing a final report. 

The centerpiece of the com- 
mittee’s’ legislative proposals 

the Congo, now Zaire: Fidel 
Castro, prime minister of Cuba; 

Hillo, the Dominican dictator: 

[general staff. 
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oversight plan similar to one. that now’ governs atomic energy, according to committee 
‘Spokesmen. It would. ‘impower 
Congress to demand account- 
ability from the ‘intelligence agencies and commit them-.to 
make regular reports to Con- 
gress on their activities, ~~ 

The committee was: also ex- 
pected: to offer a series . of 
specific bills dealing with :prob- 
lems of F.B.I domestic-security 
operations, the National Secur- 
ity Agency’s activities and the 
role of the Internal Revenue 
Service. A team headed by 
Wiliam Miller, the committee’s 
Staff director, has been work- 
ing for several months te draft 
such legislation. ce 

‘Mr.: -Church--said that -the 
Senate’s attitude ‘toward the 
assassination report. had:s-ded4 . 
him ‘to beliéve that strong 
oversight of the intelligence 
agencies would win early: -ap- 
proval. He and other members 
cf the committee have said that 
they believed many of ‘the 
abuses they discovered’ ‘ré- 
sulted from a lack of “account- 
ability” requirements for the 
intelhgence agencies. . 

The essassination report was 
released by the committee yes- 
lerday after the Senate spurned 
President’ Ford’s plea to with- 
hoid it. The document detailed 
plotting against Patrice Lu- 
mumba, the prime minister of 

General Rafael Leonidas Tru- 

Ngo Dinh Diem, president of 
South Vietnam and Gen. René 
Schneider, chief of the Chilean 

Four of the five men were 
killed, but the report said that 
there was no evidence the 
C.LA. had been directly re- 
sponsible for their deaths. It 
also found no clear evidence 
that a President of the United 
States. had- ordered an assassi: 
nation or even knew such plot- 
ting went on. But it traced 
complicity in such plots up| 
the line of government to the 
Director of Central Intelligence.’ 

will be a joint Congressional 


