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Colby 
Tells 

Publishers 
That 

C.I.A. 
Is 

Jeopardized 
by 

Sensational 
Headlines’ 

By 
M
A
R
T
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R
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Special 
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h
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York 
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William 
E. 

Colby, 
the 

Director 
of 

Central 
Intelligence, 

said 
today 

that 
the 

Central 
Intel- 

ligence 
A
g
e
n
c
y
 

was 
being 

jeop- 
ardized 

by 
sensational 

and 
un- 

justified 
headlines, 

He 
told 

a 
group 

of 
American 

newspaper 
publishers 

that 
his 

agency 
and 

its 
service 

to 
the 

country 
were 

being 
endangered 

“by 
its 

status 
ag 

the 
nation’s 

No. 
1 

sensational 
lead” 

in 
newspaper 

articles. 
In 

his 
view, 

he 
indicated, 

the 
C.LA. 

is 
too 

often 
used 

to 
give 

sensation 
to 

the 
lead, 

or 
opening, 

of 
a 

news 
article 

even 
when 

the 
agency 

is 
not 

a 
major 

part 
of 

the 
article. 

Mr. 
Colby, 

who 
spoké 

at 
an 

Associated 
Press 

luncheon 
at 

the 
annual 

convention 
of 

the 
American 

N
e
w
s
a
p
e
r
 

Publishers 
Association, 

also 
answered 

questions. 
Intelligence 

directors 
before 

Mr. 
Colby 

appeared 
rarely 

at 
public 

meetings 
and 

almost 
never 

submitted 
to 

questions 
on 

the 
record, 

Since 
the 

recent 
published 

allegations 
of 

C.LA. 
involve- 

ment 
in 

domestic 
operations 

in 
this 

country, 
however, 

Mr, 
Col- 

by 
has. 

appeared 
before 

a 
num-| 

ber 
of 

news-gathering. 
organi- 

zations 
for 

discussions 
both 

oft} 
and 

off 
the 

record, 
a 

No 
Cases 

Discussed 
Mr, 

Colby, 
in 

his 
warning 

on 
what 

the 
saw 

as 
American 

in- 
telligence-gathering 

apparatus, 

lar 
case, 

But 
he 

said 
that 

though]: 

open 
society 

,.. 
we 

also 
be- 

lieve 
that 

this 
open 

society 
must 

be 
protected, 

and 
that 

in- 
telligence, 

and 
even 

secret 
in- 

telligence, 
must 

play 
@ 

part 
in 

that 
protection.” 

Because 
the 

agency 
has 

be. 
come 

‘the 
nations 

No, 
1 

sensa- 
tional 

lead,” 
he 

said, 
other 

in- 
télligence 

agencies 
are 

‘‘ques- 
tioning 

our 
ability 

to 
keep 

their 
work 

for 
us 

secret,” 
and 

Ameri- 
can 

business 
concerns 

that 
have 

helped 
the 

C.1LA, 
are 

afraid 
that 

their 
“businesses 

abroad 
[will 

be]. 
destroyed 

by 
a 

revelation 
of their 

patrietic 
assistance 

to 
‘lhe CLA” 
“Foreign 

officials 
from 

friend- 
ly 

governments 
area 

also 
wor- 

declined 
to 

discuss 
any 

particu-(that.:the 
military 

attaché 
from 

oreign 
country 

“which 
our 

the 
C.LA. 

was 
“proud 

of 
our 

intelligence 
service 

must 
run 

rea 
- 

i the 
risk 

of 
life 

and 
death 

and 
spend 

hundreds 
of 

millions 
of 

dollars 
to 

obtain 
about 

his 
country.” 

“Sometimes 
the 

journalists 
assume 

the 
story 

can 
do 

no 
harm 

when, 
in 

reality, 
there 

are 
unreveale 

dfacts 
about 

it 
which 

would 
change 

the 
jour- 

nalists’ 
mind,” 

he 
said. 

Protection 
of 

Sources 
Mr, 

Colby, 
who 

appeared 
to 

be 
well 

received 
by 

the 
1,300 

publishers 
and 

their 
wives, 

sai¢ 
that 

he 
was 

not 
asking 

that 
“
b
a
d
 

secrets’ 
be 

supressed, 
and 

I 
also 

believe 
that 

‘non- 
secrets’ 

should 
be 

exposed.” 
“But 

I 
do 

m
a
k
e
 

a 
plea 

thatf 
‘good 

secrets’ 
be 

respected,” 
he 

added. 
‘ 

we 
Americans 

protect 
our 

na- 
tion’s 

sources 
in 

the 
same 

w
a
y
 

the 
journalist 

protects 
his,” 

In 
the 

queéstion-and-answer 
period, 

Mr. 
Colby 

defined 
“good 

secrets” 
as, 

for 
instance, 

the 
names 

appearing 
in 

a 
book 

written 
about 

the 
CLA. 

by 
Philip 

F. 
B. 

Agee, 
a 

former 
agent. 

The 
book, 

“Inside 
the 

Company/C.LA.Diary,” 
has 

been 
published 

in 
England 

and 
can 

now 
be 

purchased 
in 

this 
country, 

Mr. 
Colby 

denied 
in 

reply 
to 

a 
question 

that 
the 

C.LA. 
had 

taken 
part 

in 
the 

overthrow 
of 

the 
G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

of 
President 

Salvadore 
Allende 

Gossens 
in 

At 
another 

session 
on 

the 
opening 

day 
of 

the 
publishers’ 

_‘I 
only 

ask,” 
he 

said, 
“that 

convention, 
William 

E. 
Simon, 

Secretary 
of 

the 
Treasury, 

was 
critical 

of 
some 

of 
the 

economic 
reporting 

in 
American 

n
e
w
s
 

papers. 
He 

said, 
“Your 

reporters 
and 

editorial 
writers 

must 
necessar- 

ily 
jump 

from 
crisis 

to 
crisis, 

from 
one 

complex 
Subject 

to 
the 

next 
with 

little 
time 

or 
space 

for 
deep 

analysis, 
and 

often 
with 

little 
prior 

knowl. 
edge 

of 
the 

subject.” 
He 

said 
that 

there 
had 

“beez 
marked 

i
m
p
r
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

in 
the 

past 
year” 

in 
the 

reporting 
of 

economic 
news, 

but 
still 

as. 
serted 

that 
his 

“greatest 
con- 

cern 
about 

the 
press 

today 
is 

they 
have 

failed 
to 

convey 
a 

better 
sense 

of 
perspective 

for 
the 

American 
people 

about 
the 

[economic] 
choices 

we 
face.” 


