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d\.,EZHH_»z@H%TP bit more than five years ago,
Y. President, Kennedy took a major gamble, : not
without; some feluctance. His first Instinct; by: some
now forgotien, hiad been to meet with force th oree-
‘Vietnamese invasion of sleepy littlé- Laos.
Instead, for many practical and political reasons,
the President decided to'seék’ a settlement: - GoVernor
Averell ‘Hatrimah 'was députed to'undertake the task.
Strice the Soviéts also' wantéd a seeming. settlement,
the‘Geneva agreement of 1962 was the result, - .- ..
. THE LONG DISHONORED terms of this eneva

agreéement ‘tati be briefly summarized. Lads' was to

hopelessly irreconecilable with the two others (com-
posed:of -Neutralists, Nationalists and Communists},
and-the-North Vietnamese invaders. were. to. withdraw
from-Laos:entirely,: and. were never-to use Laos as a

b

- corridor to supply- or:reinforce.the Viet Cong.in.South

Viet Nam.

-~ On.paper, these were good terms, @m.mﬁmﬁﬁm‘.mBuq
to Ayerell Harriman’s wiliness and stonewaliing pow-
ers as negotiator. . They were in fact crammied down

‘the jeluctant throat of the North Vietnamese by So-
_Viet urging, 'But no one, least of all Presideht Ken~

nedy, afd,-ofie’ presumes,” Ambassador ‘Harriman,
really expected the terms of this agreement to' be

~observed *by ‘the North Vietnamese signatories;

- "THE*VIRTUAL TERTAINTY that-thie¢ agreenient
wouldbe:hivniored ‘only iri-the breadh was pointed:outb
to President-Kennedy. not long after it:was trium-
bhantly signed. He remarked, with s, wry smile, that

H,,&m. at’ uﬁmﬂm___ﬁmg. hl

-there were ‘certainly -ample foundations for such.a -

- more milltarily ‘advantageous thad & subordinate b
nitré early<threatenéd theater. - v .o .

. ment has ever:been sthore flagrant -or: more ‘promp

act

© AT THIS WRITING, the war planners in Hanof
iave’ assigned to duty on the Ho Chi-Mirh . trail
hrough Southern Laos—which they gravély promised
ever:to-use again—a combined total of nearly:35,000

. - Of this'total, about 20,000 are coolies and farmers.
hese are people who have been sent In t6 msintain
he trail’s network of main and subsidiary roads and
1s0"to .plant rice in the. fields abandoned by the
yretehed Loatians whom the North Vietnamese have
orced to take refuge on.our side of the line. .

- & -North - Vietnamese division, to provide flank
uard-for the trail, and engineer battalions, to main-
ain if, .comprise the balance of the men on the trail.
t can:-be seen, then, how peifectly this part of the
ceord s being honored. - & _
A8 FOR THE OTHER patt of the accord, which
a5 suppdsed. to: give this small and pleasant. country
he:right to settle its own affairs in its own:way, the
{5 :exactly the same. In North Laos, where the
Q0tIaN Civil war centers, there are still ‘about. 13,000
orth Vietnamese troops. =~ iuec
They are either opérating in independent battal-
or are brigaded in one way or another with the
to-Communist Pathet Lao forces. ‘And if these for-

n'troops were not here, the Laotians would indeed
mem.mmﬁﬁmm thelr own affairs among themselves,

Outwardly, therefore, President Kenredy’s gamble
S.been a dead. bust. .A second report. will show why
5.:hag Honetheless been a-good gambleprovided
1e recent prescriptions of the President’s brother are

‘adopted, : : : ‘ .

one-could never be’ stire about such .Emgmum_.. but g&...

forecast. , o ST :

' To’ this"he'dddéd; speaking much: more serfously,
that if you Were goifig 't inake' & stand in Southess
Asia, the right place to do 50 was in the main-theate:
of moﬂob..mmvwoﬁzw.ﬁ dwmﬁ main theater was much

. *“The key.1s South-Viet. Nam,” he. sajd, “and:al
though the other side may think differently, w
not going: to be beaten in South Viet Nam.”
. - -Although -the worst. fears about the unreliabilit
of accord reached in 1962, were fully justified fr
the very outset, the President’s gamble has also ‘beén
justified—at Teast tentatively. “To begin with the first
poitit, no bredch”of: dny ‘Solemn tinternational agreg«

than the breach of the last Geneva agreement.byithe
Hanol war planners. -
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