
5 
Y ears. 

ater? 
: 

V
i
N
T
I
A
N
E
,
 
‘Laos—A 

bit 
more 

than’ 
five ‘years 

ago, 
President. 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 . took 

| @ 
m
a
j
o
r
 
Hamble, 

‘not 
without. 

‘Some 
reluctance. 

His 
first 

instinct; 
by: 

some 
now forgotten, bad 

been 
to meet 

with 
force 

the 
force- 

ful’ ‘Notth® ‘Vietnamese 
invasion 

of 
‘sleepy® 

little: Laos. 
Instead, 

for 
m
a
n
y
 

practical 
a
n
d
 
political 

reasons, 
the President’ 

décided 
to-séek’ a 

settlement: : Governor 
Averell ‘Hatrimatwas 

déeputed 
to’ undertake 

the 
task. 

Sirice 
the’S6viets 

also: 
w
a
n
t
e
d
 

a 
seeming. 

settlement, 
the-Geneva: 

agreement: 
of-1962 

was 
the 

x 
k 

* 
. THE 

LONG 
DISHONORED 

ternis 
of 

this “Geneva 
a
g
r
e
e
m
e
n
t
 

| ‘can 
be 

briefly 
s
u
m
m
a
r
i
z
e
d
,
 
L
a
d
s
’
 
w
a
s
 

‘to 
s
e
t
 

ae 

h
o
p
e
l
e
s
s
l
y
 

i
r
r
e
c
o
n
c
i
l
a
b
l
e
 

with 
t
h
e
 
t
w
o
 

others 
(
c
o
m
-
 

posed::of: 
Neutralists, 

N
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
i
s
t
s
 

a
n
d
 
C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
t
s
)
,
 

andthe: North 
Vietnamese 

invaders. 
were: 

to- Withdraw 
_ 
from: Laos: ‘entirely,. 

and. 
w
e
r
e
-
n
e
v
e
r
-
t
o
 

use 
Laos 

as-a 
corridor 

to supply. or: reinforce. tthe 
Viet 

Cong. 
in, South 

Viet 
N
a
m
.
 

On. paper, 
these 

were 
good 

terms, 
testifying a

m
p
l
y
 

to Averell 
Harriman’s. 

wiliness 
and 

stonewalling 
pow- 

ers 
as: negotiator. 

‘They 
were 

in 
fact 

c
r
a
m
m
e
d
 
down 

the 
yéluctant throat’ 

of 
the. 

North 
Vietnamese 

by So- 
viet 

‘tirging, 
‘But no 

one,. -least 
of 

all 
Presideht 

Ken- 
n
e
d
y
,
 
aid,-ofe’ 

presumes,’ 
A
m
b
a
s
s
a
d
o
r
 

‘Harriman, 
really 

expected 
the 

terms 
of 

this 
a
g
r
e
e
m
e
n
t
 

to’ 
be 

“observed 
° B
y
 
‘the 

North 
| V

i
e
t
n
a
m
e
s
e
:
 
Signatories: 

“
T
H
E
 
V
I
R
T
U
A
L
 
C
E
R
T
A
I
N
T
Y
 

t
h
a
t
t
h
e
:
 abvesnient 

w
o
u
l
d
 
be-honoréd 

‘only ‘iri‘the breach: 
‘Was 

-pointad‘out 
to 

President:: ‘Kennedy. 
not 

long 
after i

t
s
w
a
s
 
:trium- 

p
h
a
n
t
l
y
 

Signed. 
He 

r
e
m
a
r
k
e
d
,
 
w
i
t
h
 

a 
wry 

smile, 
that 

_ 
there 

w
e
r
e
 

‘
c
e
r
t
a
i
n
l
y
 
-ample 

f
o
u
n
d
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

for 
such. 

“3 

m
o
r
e
 

militarily’ ‘advantageous 
that 

a subiordinate: bir 

. 
m
e
n
t
 

has 
ever: 

been 
s
h
o
r
e
 
“flagrant. -or: 

m
o
r
e
 
‘prom 

ib 

we, 

r
o
e
 
Y
e
 

on n 
Geneva 

| 
at 

A
T
:
 
T
H
I
S
 
W
R
I
T
I
N
G
,
 

t
h
e
 
w
a
r
 

p
l
a
n
n
e
r
s
 

in. ‘
H
a
n
o
i
 

have, _ 
assigned 

to 
duty 

‘on 
the 

Ho 
Chi- 

‘Minh, 
trall 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 Southern. 

L
a
o
s
—
w
h
i
c
h
 

they 
gravely. p

r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

lever 
‘to 

‘use »
-
a
g
a
i
n
—
a
 
c
o
m
b
i
n
e
d
 
total 

of 
nearly: 36, 000 

w
a
r
 

ret 
e
o
t
e
 
1
 

e
r
?
 

o
f
 

M
A
T
T
E
R
 
or Facr” 

-
 
w
e
e
 

aby BY. 
we 

“JOSEPH 
A
L
S
O
P
"
 

: 
Of. this’ total, 

about 
20, 000 

are 
coolies 

and 
farmers. 

These 
are 

people 
who 

have 
been 

sent 
in to 

maintain 

foreed 
fo 

take 
refuge 

on-our 
side 

of 
the 

line. 
. 

« 
A 

‘North - V
i
e
t
n
a
m
e
s
e
 

division, 
to 

provide 
flank 

puard: 
for the 

trail, 
and. 

engineer 
battalions, 

to 
main- 

fain it; ‘
c
o
m
p
r
i
s
e
 

the 
b
a
l
a
n
c
e
 

of 
the 

m
e
n
 

on 
the 

trail. 
a
n
:
 

be 
‘seen, 

then, 
h
o
w
 

perfectly 
this 

part 
of 

the 
o
c
o
r
d
 

‘is: b
e
i
n
g
 
h
o
n
o
r
e
d
,
 

* 

o
n
e
-
c
o
u
l
d
 

never 
be 

sure 
about 

s
u
c
h
 
matters,. 

but 
that 

forecast. 
T
o
 

~ 
To 

this ‘he‘dddéd; 
speaking: much: 

more 
seriously, 

that 
if 

y
o
u
'
w
e
r
e
 

goliie’ tO 
m
a
k
e
-
a
 
stand-in 

Southeast: 

Asia, 
the 

right 
place 

to 
do 

so 
was 

in 
the 

main: 
theaté 

of 
action, 

especially 
if 

the 
m
a
i
n
 

t
h
e
a
t
e
r
 

w
a
s
 

m
i
c
]
 

“
A
S
 
F
o
R
 
T
H
E
 
O
T
H
E
R
 

part 
of 

the 
accord, 

“which 
WAS” ‘suppdsed. 

to:give 
this-small 

and 
pleasané. 

country 
he:right: to settle 

its 
o
w
n
 
affairs 

in 
its 

o
w
n
:
w
a
y
,
 

the 
r
y
 

is ‘exactly: 
the 

s
a
m
e
.
 

In 
North 

Laos, 
w
h
e
r
e
 
‘the 

Otian “Civil 
war 

centers, 
there 

are 
still 

a
b
o
u
t
 

13 ,000 
th. V

i
e
t
n
a
m
e
s
e
 

troops. 
W
h
e
y
 
aré 

either 
operating 

in 
independent: 

battal- 
| 

ONS-or. 
are 

brigaded 
in 

one 
way 

or 
another 

with 
the 

-
C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
t
 

Pathet 
Lao 

forces. 
‘And 

if 
these 

for- 
gn.troops 

were 
not 

here, 
the 

Laotians 
would 

indeed 
ve: 

settled 
their 

own 
affairs 

a
m
o
n
g
 

themselves, 
Outwardly, 

therefore, 
President 

Kenrledy’s gambie 
§ b

e
é
h
a
d
e
a
d
.
 
bust. 

.A second 
report. 

will 
show 

why 
fias.ridtietheless 

been 
a pood 

gamble—provided 
4 

e 
recent 

p
r
e
s
c
r
i
p
t
i
o
n
s
 

of 
ithe 

President's: 
b
r
o
t
h
e
r
 
are 

not. a
d
o
p
t
e
d
.
 

midrée 
e
a
r
l
y
-
t
h
r
é
a
t
e
n
é
d
 
t
h
e
a
t
e
r
.
 

9. 
..: 

N
a
e
 

“
T
h
e
 

key.-is 
South:-Viet. 

Nam,”. 
he. ‘sald, 

“
t
a
n
a
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
 

the 
other: 

s
i
d
e
 :
m
a
y
 
think. 

differently, 
w
e
.
 are 

not 
going: 

to 
b
e
 
beaten 

in 
S
o
u
t
h
 
V
i
e
t
.
N
a
m
.
”
 

©... 
_ 

+ 
A
l
t
h
o
u
g
h
 
-the 

worst. 
fears 

a
b
o
u
t
 

the 
unteliabilit 

of 
a
c
c
o
r
d
 

r
e
a
c
h
e
d
 

in 
1962, 

were. 
fully 

justified 
fron 

the 
very. 

outset, 
the. 

President's 
g
a
m
b
l
e
 
has 

also “‘beé 
; 

justified—at* least 
tentatively: 

“To 
begin 

with 
the 

first 
; 

poitit, 
no 

breath:-of 
d
h
y
 
‘Solemn “international ‘agree 

t
h
a
n
 
the 

b
r
e
a
c
h
 

of 
the 

last 
G
e
n
e
v
a
 
a
g
r
e
e
m
e
n
t
.
 b
y
c
e
h
e
 

; 
H
a
n
o
i
 
w
a
r
 
p
l
a
n
n
e
r
s
.
 

“one 
a H
A
N
 

rE 
py 

‘ 
sal 

: 
ft 

: 

: 
j 

. 
. 

. 
; 
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