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M inatemén_’s Leader Is Senieﬁéed tg Four Years

DePugh and Two Top Aides|:

Jailed on Arms Charge

By DONALD JANSON
Special to The New York Times

KANSAS CITY, Mo, Jan. 17
— Robert Bolivar DePugh, na-
tional coordinator of the right-
wing sinutemen orgamzation,
and two of his top leutenants
were sentenced to prison today
on charges of violating the Fed-
eral Firearms Act.

United States Distriet Judge
Elmo B. Hunter sentenced the
43-year-old leader of the under-
ground group to a term of four
years to be followed by five
years' probation.

Troy Houghton, 33, of San
Diego, the West Coast coordin-
ator, was senfenced to three
years in prison. Walter P. Pey-
son, 24, who lives with DePugh

at Norborne, Mo., received twol

years in jail and three on pro-
bation.

All were convicted hefe on|
Nov. 14 of conspiracy to violate ]

the firearms act after a cache
of machine guns was seized in

rural Missouri. DePugh, amanu- | §
facturer of veterinary medicine

in Norhorne, and Peyson also
were convicted of possession of

unregistered automatic weapons; }
or silencers and failure to pay ;

Federal taxes.on them.-
Tax Is Required

The act was passed 30 years|:
ago to control the sale of such

weapons. It reguires payment
of a registration and ownership
transfer tax. ’

The Minutemen is an eight-

year-old super patriotic para-
military group organized in
small bands throughout the
country to oppose Communism.
Memberships are secret.

The group’s literature asserts
that a Communist takeover of
the United States can be ex-
pected soon. The  Minutemen
train with small arms to resist
it and to fight rear-guard
actions with guerrilla taectics
after it occurs.

DePugh acknowledged in the
most recent Minutemen monthly
‘bulletin last month that 16 men
‘indicted in New York on Dee.
14 were Minutemen. They were
accused of a plot to burn and

. blow. up.three camps-the-group
considered leftist-oriented.

In that case, authorities said
they had confiscated more than
‘a ton of machine guns, rifles,
:mortars, grenade launchers._and!

{ammunition in raids Oct. 30.

j | Conv fe_d After Seizare of
Cache of Machine Guns

headsfthe new Patriotic party,
politigal arm of the Minutemen.
Judfe Himter said before
| |[prodofincing sentence that ‘mo
one ¥us on tri-l because of any
politiéal philesophy er per-
sonali or economic- bebefs; no
: |one '.?h;as-'contended it is unlaw-
1ful %  Witng to be either a
: y, ative or a liberal”
he sole question,” he said,
“wag; did these men by their
| | persprial conduct violate specific
validFederal criminal statutes
‘1as charged.”

Ko

llen said the trio had
lacouited “a variety of deadly
armaments . . . designed for one
.| purpose — to murder human-

batioh, Judge Hunter ordered,
th onvicted Minutemen may
| belong to no organization using
ns illegally. Should they
ong to any military type of|

.| theY/must tell their probation
| officer about it and provide him
with?the names of its officers,
The? Judge did not say whether
he :was alluding to membership

ed States Attorney Rus- |
ing their period. of pro-|
;| organization at all, .he said,)

- in @%‘:& Minutemen organization|
itselt:

United Press International, Tg!é‘pi;oto
Robert Bolivar DePugh' as
he' left the courthouse.

The bulletin called the camps,
in Connecticut, New Jersey and
New York, Communist and
pacifist training grounds,
Fifteen pleaded not guilty and
their cases were continued to
Feb, 6. .

Conspiracy Charged

After the sentencing today,
DePugh said the trial was the
result of “a massive effort by
Government agents who were
politically inspired to convict|
us by any means necessary.” |

He said a “liberal-Communist- |
Socialist” -conspiracy controlled
the United States Government
today, prompting “the unfair
and unconstitutional investiga-
tive procedures that brought
this teo -eourt) —DePugh, a
founder of the Minutemen, also




