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The Warren Commission published (as Commission Exhibits 1362 and 1363) 
these stories from Dallas newspapers which included references to the 
fact that the November 22 motorcade would make the fateful detour from 
Main onto Houston and Eim.Streets. In this issue Cwiek reviews other 
evidence that no such advance routing information was available to news. 
media, and asks us to consider the possibility that these may have been 
“Fake® copies of the relevant news items.



THE THIRD DECADE 

THE MOTORCADE ROUTE STORIES THAT NEVER WERE | by 

Timothy Cwiek* 

It is generally recognized in the critical research community that many 
photographs associated with the JFK murder are not authentic: most notably the 
backyard photograph of Lee Cswald and his paraphernalia. In the September 1986 
issue of this Journal, this researcher attempted to cast doubt on the authenticity 
of the Pulitzer. prize winning photo of Oswald being shot, which is perhaps the 
Single most memorable photograph of that weekend in Dallas. 

In this article, I would like to direct the attention of the research 
community to a realm which has hitherto gone unexplored: the concept that many 
news articles we accept as evidence also may be fake. In particular, I want to 
examine the three articles supposedly appearing in the Dallas papers shortly 
before the assassination, publicizing the motorcade's double detour onto Houston, 
then Elm Streets. 

_ The Warren Report cited two articles of November 19, 1963, from the Dallas 
Times Herald and the Dallas Morning News, as evidence that Oswald could easily 
have known the motorcade would come right below his warehouse window. The 
articles, which purportedly mentioned the zigzag turn, were quietly entered into 
evidence as Exhibits 1362 and 1363;° (see the back cover illustration, this issue) 
there was no public testimony about these articles in the records of the 
Commission. 

The third article I wish to examine is actually a front page diagram of the 
route which supposedly appeared in the final edition of the Times Herald on 
November 21, 1963. This article is mentioned nowhere in the Warren Commission 
volumes, but it can be seen in microfilm records of that newspaper. 

The major reason to question the legitimacy of these articles is the fact 
that no original clippings or intact newspapers carrying them exists, to this 
researcher's knowledge. The National Archives boasts that it has a 10-feet high 
stack of press clippings and intact Dallas newspapers in its Warren Commission 
files.~ But a search by curator Marion Johnson revealed that this collection does 
not include any original newspapers or clippings predicting the double detour onto 
Houston, then Elm. Even fxhibits 1362 and, 1363 are “electrostatic copies of 
clippings," Johnson wrote to this researcher. 

In addition, none of the many witnesses who testified to the Commission or 
its attorneys ever mentioned seeing such news articles in the papers before the 
event. Indeed, Governor Jchn Connally, who had more than a passing interest ip 
the matter, claimed he never was informed about the exact route of the motorcade! 

On November 19, according to researcher Joachim Joesten, the local paper 
speculated on the route of the motorcade, but the dog-leg turn was not mentioned. 
Dallas police chief Jesse Curry was warned not to release any details of the 
motorcade route to the papers. This was a departure from Fort Worth, whose police 
chief released that city’s motorcade. route to the press. But Curry was mindful 
that right-wing extremists had almost assaulted Adlai Stevenson in Dallas a few 
weeks earlier, and he followed orders: "(Secret Service agent Winston) Lawson 
informed me that since the route had not been finalized, no statement was to be 
made by my department as to the motorcade route" Curry revealed in his memoirs. 

But if Commission Exhibits 1362 and 1363 are authentic, we must believe that 
some unidentified person notified the Dallas papers four days before the visit of 
the exact route, including the dogleg turn. Just who would have leaked such | 
privileged information has. never been answered, nor evidently was it even 
questioned by the Warren Commission. It would have been a fundamental question 
for the. publishers of the newspapers: “Look, guys, who leaked the motorcade 
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route?" An answer to this question also may have helped the Commission conclude 
just who decided the motorcade would take the strange dogleg; a matter about which 
the Commissioners never arrived at any satisfactory conclusion. 

The Times Herald article stated that a "White House representative" released 
the information, but no Kennedy associate has ever. come forward to sav he did. 
The Times Herald article also claimed that the paper scooped a press conference 
supposedly to be held in Washington at 4 p.m. November 19, announcing details of 

- the Dallas trip. . 
An obvious question: Why would a press conference be planned for Washington 

to give details that presumably only local visitors would be interested in? There 
were no. such Washington press conferences for the other cities on the Texas 
itinerary. Jerry Bruno, the advance man for the Texas trip, was in Washington 
that day, but in his memoirs he makes no mention of such a press conference to 
release the motorcade route. Bruno was not questioned by the Warren Commission, 

_ but in his book he says nothing about a "White House representative” releasing the 
double detour to the press. - | 

Another question: If the papers did obtain scoops on the motorcade route 
after much speculation, why did the hot information not merit its own story? 
Instead, the information was supposedly included at the tail end of a Page | 
Morning News article about who would sit where at the luncheon; in. the Times 
Herald on November 19 it was published on page 13 at the end of a similar story. 
Would this downplaying satisfy the Commissioners as to why no one testified that 
he read such information in the papers? _ 

Another reason to doubt that the exact route would have been released is the 
- Warren Commission testimony of Secret Service agent Lawson. In the Warren Report, 

Lawson is quoted as saying the route was planned along main thoroughfares because 
"it afforded us a chance to have alternative routes if something happened along 
the motorcade route."~ The route never was etched in stone after all. So just 
who would release the treacherous double detour as if it were a matter of course, 
practically committing the President to a route that was supposed to stay loose 
and easy? The fact is that the motorcade easily could have reached the Trade Mart 
by staying on Main and using Industrial to the Mart; it did not have to use the 
double detour. I accept the argument that Stemmons Freeway would be a more 
attractive ride to the Mart, thereby necessitating the dogleg turn onto Elm. But 
if it was decided that things would be more attractive and convenient with the 

- slowdown and detour, who would blast such a sensitive decision to the papers 
_ Governor Connally, writing in Life magazine, blamed it on JFK's "advance men.” 
But, aS already stated, Jerry Bruno, the key advance man, mentions nothing about 
such a release to the local press. And Kenneth O'Donnell, the President's chief 
appointment scheduler, testified to the Commissioq, that he thought Governor 
Connally's office handled such releases to the press! | 

This researcher took it upon himself to do something that should have been 
done 22 years ago and asked the publisher of the Morning News who might have 
provided them with the scoop. But a response from Managing Editor Bill Evans 
explained that "No one recalls the agency that released information on the 
motorcade." Evans also stated that "We cannot determine if the Nov. 19 story. 

appeared in ail editions of this newspaper," a question with which the Commission 

also never grappled. ‘What I neglected to ask Mr. Evans (because I was not aware 

of the discrepancy at that time) was why the very same reporter (Carl Freund) who 
supposedly reported the Houston/Eim detour in the News story of November 19 would 
file a story for November 20 publicatipn in which he describes the motorcade route 
but omits reference to the detour. Didn't Carl Freund even read his own 
dispatches? 
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‘Joachim Joesten, the noted writer, travelled to Dallas immediately after the 
assassination to cover the story for a European publication. One of the first 
things he noticed was the fact that no Dallas newspapers warned of the dangerously 
slow turn through Dealey Plaza before the assassination. He spotlighted this 
situation in the first chapyer of his book, to cast doubt on the preparations 
supposedly mace by Oswald. Joesten wrote that he visited the offices of .the 
Times Herald and Morning News but could find no articles predicting the double 
detour, although he found the November 19 articles giving the basic route down 

‘Main Street. Puzzled, he wrote to Earl] Warren on December 11, 1963, that Oswald 
could not possibly have known about the hairpin ‘turn. We know that the Warren 

Commission must have been concerned by Joesten's telegram. At a January 27 top 
secret executive session, Commissioner John J. McCloy pacified doubts by Senator 
Russel] (of Oswald's capabilities by noting that the Nov. 21 diagram appeared in a 
Dallas paper. But why was this paper (presumably the Times Herald) with its 
front page diagram never entered as evidence in the Commission files? Perhaps al] 
the issues were sold out that day; but I think it's safe to assume that the Warren 
Commission would have at its disposal resources to secure at least one copy for 
the files. Also, why could doesten not locate any such paper, and why did nobody 
in the news offices inform him of such a front-page diagram, if it truly existed? 
Why have we never seen such a paper in a collection or repository of Dallas 
material? — . | . 

Dr. John Lattimer, in his book on the Lincoln and Kennedy assassinations, 
featured a photograph of a microfilm copy of this diagram, but he noted that it 
did not appear in every edition of the paper, only in the “later editions." The 
author wrote to Dr. Lattimer for clarification on the editions, but was told "J 
have moved on to other researches and can't readily find the answers about the 
newspaper edition." ) 

Front page changes usually are made to accommodate late-breaking news. Why 
would the newspapers change a front page to include information they supposedly 
had three days earlier? Letters to the Times Herald for edification on this 
matter have gone unanswered. | 

Another reason to doubt this diagram's existence is an article in the 
November 22 Times Herald Final Edition, published immediately after the 
assassination, stating that President. Kennedy was supposed to have travelled on 
Industrial to reach the Trade Mart. If this diagram, which clearly shows 
Stemmons Freeway as the route to the Trade Mart, appeared before November 22, why 

-would the reporter say that Industrial was to have been used? . 
One edition of a newspaper that clearly does exist in several collections jis 

the Dallas Morning News of November 22, 1963, featuring the upcoming visit and a 
front page diagram of the motorcade route. This paper, which many people saved 
for obvious reasons after the assassination, does not show the detour onto Elm 
Street! If the Morning News received their scoop and published it on November 19, 
why wasn't it figured into the diagram of November 22? Evidently it was never 
mentioned again. Why would the News allow its competitor, the Times Herald, to 
get away with a more detailed and accurate diagram, informing readers of this 
birdseve view as the motorcade would. have to slow down for the detour? It simply 
doesn't make sense. (I might also add here that the Commission knew about this 
Morning News: diagram, but when it reproduced that particular front page in the 
Exhibits, it conveniently excised the diagram from the rest of the page.) 

I hope that the questions I have raised in this brief article have made 
researchers aware of the possibility that newspaper articles we have been using to 
study events surrounding the assassination have been the objects of tampering. As 
a former reporter for a daily newspaper. I know how easy it would be to create a 
mock article and headline, place it on the top of an original article, and 
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photograph it for microfilm purposes. The process is not that involved... 
Regrettably, this is one more area in .which we must exercise caution. while 
studying President Kennedy's assassination. 

*1725 Fernon Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19145 
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NEWS BRIEFS FROM DALLAS 
compiled by Larry Ray Harris 

Trial run: Staff and crew members from England’ s London Weekend Television (LWT) 
— spent 2. weeks in Dallas in May laying groundwork for 'ON. TRIAL: LEE HARVEY 
QSWALD.' The LWT staff sought guidance from several members of the Texas research 

- ‘community in evaluating and locating potential witnesses for the project, the ~ 
results of which were seen in the U.S. on cable TV on Nov. 21 and 22. The LWT
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crew returned in October to film additional exterior scenes and to stage a 
promotional press conference which featured rival attorneys Gerry Spence and-Vince 
Bugliosi sparring at the 6th floor window allegedly used by the accused...JIM 
MARRS, veteran Fort Worth newsman and JFK assassination course instructor, is 
putting the finishing touches on a manuscript dealing with the case and is 
exploring several possible avenues for publication. Marrs’ work is said to‘be an 
overview which will focus on "the big picture" and may include a companion 
videocassette. HENRY HURT'S Reasonable Doubt, meanwhile, was virtually ignored by 
the Dallas media, with neither daily newspaper offering even a capsule review.. 
Death: JENNY "LIL" BRANTLEY (CE 2994) on May 15 at age 55; cause of death not 
disclosed. She was co-owner of Ray's Hardware & Sporting Goods (where JACK RUBY 
bought the pistol used to kill Oswald and ordered other handguns on behalf of 
LEWIS J. McWILLIE) and wife of RAY BRANTLEY (CE 2993)... Death: GORDON McLENDON 
(IX HSCA 1108), 65, of cancer on Sept. 14. Acquaintances of the broadcast pioneer 

. and former Navy Intelligence officer ranged from JACK RUBY to J. EDGAR HOOVER; the 
former phoned McLendon's residence on the night of Nov. -22, 1963, and the latter 
(according to Dallas newspaper colunist Dick Hitt) was a weekend houseguest of 
McLendon on regular occasions... Death: D. HAROLD BYRD, 86, on Sept. 14 after a 
brief illness. The conservative Byrd, one of Texas' most successful oi] men, was 

a co-founder of the Civil Air Patrol (whose members included a young LEE OSWALD: 
and DAVID FERRIE) and owned the Texas School Book Depository at the time of the 
assassination... Death: LARRY FERRELL, son of BUCK & MARY FERRELL, was a recent 
Dallas homicide victim...British attorney and author MICHAEL EDDOWES and MARINA 

_QSWALD PORTER reached an out-of-court settlement in August with two men hired by 
Mrs. Porter to videotape and photograph the 1981 exhumation/autopsy of the body of 
her former husband. The agreement called for Eddowes and Porter to pay the men 
$750 in return for possession of the tapes and photos. The deal, however, had not 

been transacted as of Nov. 22 and was said to be held up by a dispute between 
Eddowes and Porter... FOIA decision: Ruling on a claims left over from several 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) lawsuits filed by Texas researcher GARY SHAW, a 
District of Columbia judge recently ruled in favor of the FBI. After reviewing 
documents concerning four French mercenaries whom Shaw believes may have been 
involved in the Dallas assassinaion, the court agreed with the Bureau's contention 
that "the public interest in the disclosure of the materials is substantially 
outweighed by the privacy interests of the individuals involved." In an earlier 
ruling the judge had ordered the FBI to search its files under the names of the 
mercenaries after the agency had said there was no need to search files other than 
those officially designated as part of the FBI's JFK assassination documents; the 
judge disagreed with the Bureau. He noted that such an assumption "does not take. 
account of the possibility that documents exist in the agency's archives which are 
filed under other headings---documents, that is, that do not fit the FBI's theory 
of the Kennedy assassination but are nevertheless relevant to that subject." (J. 
Gary Shaw v. FBI, Civil Action No., 82-2109, U.S. District Court for the District 
of Columbia)... 23rd Anniversary: An informal banquet of critics and local buffs 
on the evening of Nov. 22 was the scene of a rare reunion of Texas researchers. 
MARY FERRELL, GARY SHAW, LARRY HARRIS, GARY MACK and JIM MARRS. The group viewed. 
videotapes, including some relating te the ROBERT EASTERLING tale, and. discussed 
Reasonable Doubt. Also seen were excerpts from home movies taken by GEORGE & 
JEANNE BE MOHRENSCHILDT during their walking tour through Central America. PENN 
JONES, JR. declined an invitation to the banquet, but was the center of attention 
in Dealey Plaza earlier in the day..."Lyndon (Johnson) always called me ‘Hank',“ 
recalled District Attorney HENRY WADE (5H213-254) in an inteview with Dallas Times 
Herald writer Brian Woolley (author of the novel Nov.22). Stepping down after 36 
years aS Dallas DA, the one-time FBI agent was hailed as "an authentic American 
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hero" by. Attorney General Ed Meese at-a testimonial dinner where right-wing oilman 
and Dallas Cowboys owner H.R. "BUM" BRIGHT (CE 1883) was among those honoring the 
longtime prosecutor..."It's not an easy project to sell te Dallas people. The 
Dallas people who were living here when this happened still maintain so many hurts 
and scars and pain from the event that its not something they really want to 

. commemorate in any way." So said a spokesperson for the Dallas County Historical 
_ Commission,- commenting on.the- lack of success in raising funds to establish a 

- permanent exhibit/museum devoted to the JFK assassination. Cost of the proposed 
project, to be located on the 6th floor of the former TSBD, is $3 million; target 
date for completion is the 25th anniversary in 1988. According to the 
spokesperson, the exhibit will "be in-gocd taste” and "won't be a monument to Lee 
Harvey Oswald"... 

CONCERNING DAVID LIFTON AND “BEST EVIDENCE" 

by 
Harrison Edward Livingstone* 

David Lifton advances the thesis that President Kennedy's body was removed 
from its coffin on Air Force One shortly after its arrival, "in a body bag seemed - 
the only remaining possibility. Disguised as luggage, it might have been put in 
the baggage hold, or in the forward galley area." (David Lifton, Best Evidence, 
New. York: Macmillan, 1980, p. 680---references to this source cited hereafter in 
the format: L, p. 680.) "The critical period was 2:18 to 2:32. It appeared, from 
the public record, that the coffin was then unattended." (L, p. 677) 

The "record" as developed in William Manchester's Death of a President (New 
York: Harper and Row, 1967) is quite otherwise. While the total accuracy of the 
Manchester account has been questioned by some, Lifton himself relies heavily on 
this account. Dave Powers, President .Kennedy's close friend, wrote that the 
coffin was put aboard AF 1 at 2:20. (Manchester, p. 309---references to this 
source cited hereafter in format: M, p. 309) "The pallbearers were unaware of 
another passenger across the aisle. In one of the two light plaid seats on the 
Starboard side Mrs. Kennedy sat alone, watching intently. She had slipped in 
right behind them.. (M, p. 309); moments later, "the stewards locked 26000's 
rear door, Jacqueline Kennedy quietly rose..." (M, p. 310) and went to the bedroom 

‘a few feet away, close to the coffin, but "reclining in the bed was Lyndon 
Johnson...Mrs. Kennedy returned to the tail cabin [where the body was]...Mrs. 
Kennedy had resumed her seat across from the coffin, and the new 
President...entered the bedroom's powder room to change his shirt and comb his 
hair." (M, p. 312) For quite some time Mac Kilduff searched for Johnson, and vit 
never occurred to him that Johnson might be behind the closed powder room door.. 
(M, p. 314) Mrs. Kennedy and numerous others were in attendance at the coffin up 
to this point, a good part of the 14 minutes Lifton allows for the theft of the 

. body. The body was certainly not taken during this time. 
_ Then Mrs. Kennedy was provided with the bedroom and m and Mrs. Johnson came 

jin and sat with her on the bed, one on each side. (M, p. 316) The plane was 
crowded with people, now including two presidential narties, the Secret Service 
detail, secretaries and assistants of President Johnson, who were in the forward 
part of. the plane along with newspaper reporters, flight attendants and crew, 
military- aides and others. The tail compartment contained at all times much or 
most: of President Kennedy's staff and Secret Service men, except for brief moments 
when one or another moved to another part of the plane, including a moment when 
Ken O'Donnell and Larry O'Brien entered the bedroom with Mrs. Kennedy and the 
Johnsons. (M, p. 319) 



THE THIRD DECADE 

‘Moments later Judge Sarah Hughes arrived and the scene was set to Swear . - dohnson in as President in the presidential stateroom next to the bedroom. Johnson was sworn in at 2:38 CST. Lifton admits that the coffin was attended during the previous six minutes; he claims that it was unattended from the moment. it was.put on board for the next 12 to 14 minutes. As we have seen, this was untrue. It is unlikely that the coffin was ever without being attended by someone 
who. had been very close to President Kennedy. General McHugh, although making 
several trips forward to try to order the plane to take off, was present, atong with Mac Kilduff part of the time and also Larry O'Brien, Ken O'Donnell and Dave Powers. In addition, several of President Kennedy's Secret Service men were present and, unless they all conspired together, cr unless one of them removed the 
body and the others knew about it and did not tel] this story, the body could not 
have been removed by any stranger. oo . | 

_ ..During the swearing in, Kennedy's aides remained in the rear, with General 
' McHugh on guard at the casket, "standing rigidly at attention." (M, p. 321). "Ken O'Donnell withdrew to the corridor" (M, p. 321) which was only a few feet from the coffin, in full view, and paced up and down. (M, p. 325) Any untoward incident at that time such as the removal of a body bag or a large (very large) piece of 
luggage from the plane, or from the coffin, would have been observed by him. But 
Lifton does not imply that anything was done during those minutes. A lot of 
pecple on the ground woutd have seen and noted such an event. . . 
_. There was a closet across from the coffin but this served the galley there, 
and it is highly unlikely that there was any space in which to put a body. . Even 
if, there was space somewhere to hide a body, it could not have been moved forward 
at any time during the flight without being seen, even if disguised as a very 
large. piece of luggage. There is no evidence that any such "luggage" ever moved 
through the plane. Since the rear door had been locked immediately after the 
coffin arrived, the body could not have exited that way, to enter the baggage 
compartments before takeoff... In addition, it would have taken time to open the 
coffin, put the body in a body bag, remove it, then close up the coffin again and 
hide the body. The amount.of time needed to do this is inconceivable during the 
few (if any) possible seconds the coffin might not have been observed. Certainly 
one man alone could not have put the body into a body-bag and removed it during 
that time. Also, had the body been removed from the coffin after it was put on 
board, it would have weighed 1/3 less when removed from the plane, and the Kennedy 
aides who. helped remove it from the plane would have noticed the difference. 

_ After a flight of little more than two hours, Air Force One landed at Andrews 
at 6:05 P.M, (Manchester, inside front cover) (Lifton, perhaps to.allow a little 
extra time for the DC-~area shenanigans with the body that he postulates, estimates 

_ the Janding time a little earlier: between 5:58 and 6:02 P.M.---L, p. 702.) _ 
Lifton writes: "I established that the chopper took off within ninety seconds of 
the arrival of Air Force One..." and Lifton quotes from NBC: "The Presidential jet 
is seen arriving, along with an Army helicopter." (L, p. 683) In fact, there were 
many helicopters arriving and departing during that tragic period. But Lifton 
does not see this or any helicopter take off 90 seconds later. He hears it on a 
tape:..."thundering in the background, could be heard the turning rotor of a 
helicopter, accelerating, growing louder. There was nothing ambiguous about the 

_ sound. A chopper took off from very near Air Force One.."(L, p. 683) Lifton 
completely overlooks . the many other helicopters arriving and departing from 
Andrews with persons connected to the tragedy, described in Manchester: "It was 

noisy with the incessant flap.of the olive-drab rotors..." (M, p. 384) "They — 
couldn't even hear it any more, because the Colonel had switched off three of his
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Force One] were followed...a ramp was also put on’ the starboard side at the front 

Lt (actually Lt: Cmdr.) William Pitzer. Nowhere does Lifton mention what. the 

‘article is about, but instead he picks up on what David might have seen, and from 

this begins to weave his elaborate hypothesis. "Dennis David replied that: he 

about? Why does he direct attention to something else? The article implies that. 

the photographer knew too much and was killed because of it: If what he knew 

“supported Lifton's thesis, Lifton would have commented on this. .Lifton believes 

that the body was altered, in order to make the autopsy pictures (and presumably 

X-rays) show what the conspirators wanted to show. He dismisses out of hand 

evidence for the forgery of the autopsy photos and x-rays. (Robert Groden told the 

House Select Committee on Assasassinations---Hearings, vol. 6, p. 299---"My visual 

inspection of the autopsy photographs and X-rays reveals evidence of forgery in 

four of the photographs...") Was it, in fact, Pitzer's involvement with handling 

the X-rays and/or photographs that may have led to his demise? en , 

| * How did this “two ambulance” puzzle ever develop? Manchester: writes (p. 

399): "General Wehle had stationed himself beyond the cornerstone in.a staff car, 

with Lieutenant Bird and his body bearers right behind him in a truck. They- had 

obsérved’ Mré.' Kennedy's arrival, but the darkness, the great blocks of silent 

people, and the many moving vehicles distracted them. It had confused two naval. 

physicians, too... When an ambulance drew away from the curb. [in front of ‘the 

hospital] they called: ‘That's it---we'll guide you to the morgue.' At the morgue, 

Wehle, Bird and the six enlisted men debarked and inspected each cther's uniforms 

“while awaiting some movement from the ambulance. ‘It was still as still. The 

Lieutenant crept up and peered inside. It was empty..." This was behind Bethesda.
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In other, words, this might not be the same ambulance that was in front. 
Lifton describes their attempt to-chase the ambulance they saw pull away, but they lost it. At this point they noticed that the casket was sitting on the loading dock, guarded by General McHugh. (M, p. 399) Lifton writes (p. 572) that "the 
casket entry he [David] described didn't sound like the casket team's..." _ Manchester writes that the ambulance entered through the main gate, “even the casket team there was by-passed.” (M, p. 398) 

But the team did locate the casket on the loading dock and put it on a 
gurney. They only moved it a bit, as Manchester tells us on p. 399. "Lieutenant 
Bird decided that he wasn't an authorized person. After his men had lowered the 
casket to a wheeled gurney he shepherded them into the corridor and mounted 
guard." Lifton is right in that this is as far as the team went. "Dennis David 
said he had called ‘seven or eight’ sailors' to help unload the casket. He stood there watching the unloading." (L, p: 572) We must now look at the flaw in 
Lifton's way of thinking, the way his mind works. Because two groups of men were 
used to move the casket, Lifton has two "lenses" to observe this, and begins jin 
his mind to imagine things. "You're saying they carried in an empty casket?" (L, 
p. 572) "Dennis David repeated quite matter-of-factly that there were two caskets, 
that the second one was empty." (L, p. 573) "I was told by the doctor that the 
body was in the first casket." (L, p. 573) "Oh, I see, I said, trying to be 
mellow..." 

While Lifton jis being mellow, I spotted a flaw in his thinking. He is 
confused by the fact that after the ambulance with President Kennedy's body. 
arrived at the front entrance through the main gate, it dropped off Mrs. Kennedy 
and others there. It then went around back to the morgue, where the casket was 
unloaded. . . 

Lifton is in quite some shock to hear that there were two caskets. It is 
true that shock badly distorts the perception and memory of the victim. Mrs. 
Kennedy, for instance, has no memory of her crawling out onto the trunk of the 
limousine as it sped away after the murder. Mrs. Johnson repeatedly recalled 
climbing stairs at Parkland to see Mrs. Connally, when this was impossible. 
Manchester comments on the shock effect on witnesses. oo Of course there were two coffins in the anteroom (cold room) of the morgue, 
but Lifton never understood the reason for this. Dave Powers, Ken O'Donnell, 
Larry O'Brien and Muggsy O'Leary went to a funeral home and bought another coffin 
to replace the damaged casket, which they described as "plain." .(M, p. 431) This 

_arrived in a black Cadillac hearse belonging to Gawler's Funeral Home. This 
hearse causes Lifton enormous problems. Lifton, hearing that there were two 
ambulances, a hearse, two caskets, begins to weave his elaborate fantasy. | 

But first of all Lifton hasn't got the time of these events pinned down. He 
ignores completely the arrival of the ambulance.and casket from Gawler's. Dave 
Powers (M, p. 431) describes the Irish mafia visit to Gawler's as "around 
midnight." But Manchester does say (p. 432) that "the two caskets, O'Neal's and 
Gawler's, lay side by side for a while in the morgue anteroom,." , 

Lifton uses Dennis David's recollections to time the arrival of the black 
Cadillac hearse at 6:40 P.M. (L, p. 580), which means that the conspirators had 
only 35 minutes (or 38 to 42 if you use Lifton's more generous estimate of the 
arrival at Andrews) to steal the body from. the plane, take it to Walter Reed, 
remove it from its wrappings, examine it, remove the brain, forge wounds on the 
bedy, bag it and move it to Bethesda. I think this is impossible, even-with the
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use of a helicopter. Further, would it make sense for the conspirators to 
transport the. "altered body" in a black Cadillac hearse through thousands of 

- Spectators, or“would they use a less conspicuous means of transportation? 
Nevertheless, Lifton begins to indicate that the body came in via the black 

hearse. Quoting David again, "I couldn't say definitely that Kennedy's body was 
in the black ambulance...[but] he also assured me that the casket he saw being 

brought in didn't appear to be empty." (L, pp. 581-2) David describes the casket 
as being very heavy. If it was the casket from Gawler's it was heavy, as it was a 
Marsellus #710, made from 500 year ald solid mahogany. (M, p. 432) 

. To deal with the severe time problems associated with "body alteration" 
between Andrews and Bethesda, Lifton uses the "recollections" of another Naval 
corpsman, Paul Kelley O'Connor, to introduce into the scenario the use of a 
helicopter in the transport of the body to Bethesda. "O'Connor was under the 
‘impression that the shipping casket in which he said the body arrived was brought 
to Bethesda by helicopter...I heard the helicopter for cone thing...then they — 
rushed the body in...0'Connor explained that the heliport at Bethesda was at the 
front of the hospital, and that he would not have heard a helicopter landing there 
because the morgue was at the rear of the hospital." (L, p. 605) This leads 
Lifton to "speculate" that a helicopter carrying the altered body landed at the. 
rear of the hospital and was transferred into the black hearse whose arrival at 
the morgue with the body was supposedly witnessed by David. 

Actually, it was considerably more likely that O'Connor heard (circling the 
hospital) the helicopter bearing the casket team that landed at the front heliport 
just as the body arrived at the hospital. (M, p. 390) Other helicopters probably 
‘brought others who needed to be there, as well. Since the casket team's 
helicopter was on the landing pad in front, additional helicopters carrying 
General Wehle and other dignitaries had to land somewhere, and behind the hospital 
was the most logical place. . | 

Much of Lifton's hypothesis is based on O'Connor's recollection that the body. 
only came at 8 P.M. and it came in a "body bag" inside of a shipping casket and 

that the "cranium was empty." (L, p. 602) Lifton says that O'Connor saw this 

through the lens of actual events. I think that these recollections are not 

credible. They are so totally in conflict with the fact that many people were 

‘present from the time the body officially came in, that it could not have 

happened. O'Connor may have imagined things due to the shock of events he did not 

witness. He says, for instance, that they filled the cranium with plaster of paris 

after the autopsy, “and they took and combed his hair. And his hair just happened 

to be combed in that direction. He had a Tot of hair, and they just---they were 

able to hide the wound." (L, p. 603) The alleged autopsy photographs clearly show 

the scalp, and also clearly show a hole in the head with no scalp. Since all . 

medical witnesses describe a large hole in the back of the head with no scalp or 

hair, merely combing hair over this area does not account for scalp visible in the 
-alleged photos. , 

Again Lifton makes much of the statement by a witness that the President was 
‘wrapped in clothing. (L, p. 595) The use of the word clothing, in this instance, 

can safely be assumed to be a poor choice of words to describe what Admiral 

Osborne saw. People often misspeak themselves, especially under ‘stress. It is of 

course ridiculous to suppose that the body had been dressed on the way over to 

Bethesda, as Lifton implies, having its sheets and plastic removed. The sheets, 

plastic and mattress cover in which the President was wrapped could also very 

likely be what O'Connor describes as a "body bag." (L, p. 595) I have no doubt 
that O'Conncr knows what a body bag is, but he is simply not persuasive that this 

is what he saw. oo 
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In support ‘of O'Connor's assertior that the President's brain was missing 
when the body arrived, Lifton makes quite something out of the fact that, just . 
after the casket team brought in the body, "two Navy corpsmen passed, rolling a. 
litter. Nothing appeared to be on it except a small lump wrapped in sheeting" (L, 
p. 644). On Manchester's (p. 399) account of this incident, it was’ witnessed by 
Lt. Sam Bird, who asked one of the corpsmen "What's that?" and to which he got a 
mumbled response, “Baby. Born dead." It hardly makes sense that the brain, as 
Lifton implies, would be entrusted to Naval corpsmen and transported on a gurney. - 
A brain, especially with half its mass missing, is far smaller than a still born 
baby large enough to be moved on a gurney. Lifton tells us (p. 644) that official. 
records at Bethesda show that "no baby was stillborn at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 
November 22, 1963." This proves nothing. A morgue is a place where bodies may be 
kept for weeks until their disposition is decided. Stillborn babies are often 
kept for study. The baby did not have to be stillborn at Bethesda at all, but 
there for autopsy, as was the President. 

| Lifton writes on p. 526: "In short, I was beginning to suspect that what I 
called ‘Lens 3'---the photographic and X-ray record---was created sometime after 
midnight on November 22, 1963." 139 pages later he finally gets round to telling. 
us that his original "suspicion" was wrong: “that no one saw any photography 
taking place after midnight, during the period the funeral director was doing his 

"work. "By a process of elimination, I concluded: that the pictures, assuming they 
were in fact made in the Bethesda morgue, must have been made before the autopsy" 
(L, p. 664) He then claims that there was "reconstruction" of the head for X-rays 
and photographs. This is after the body has arrived, altered and without a brain, 
according to Lifton. | 

I showed these pictures to several morticians and cosmeticians working for 
funeral homes. They stated that it would take days, perhaps a week, to recreate — 
what we see in the photographs. As we have seen, by the time it is firmly 
established that the body had arrived at the hospital, there would not have been 
time to reconstruct the head for the photos we now see. How does Lifton propose 
that this reconstructive work was done: by whom and when did it happen, given the 
fact that the body was probably never left alone by the principals in the event? - 
Was there even a spare minute in which this work could be done, let alone the 
hours it would have taken to reconstruct the head? ~ 

In conclusion I would say that Lifton's theory that the body was removed from 
the coffin on the plane and altered somewhere before going to Bethesda is 
unnecessary to an understanding of this case and, as a theory, cannot hold water, 
The recollections ef those cn whom he relies would never stand up as best evidence 
in any court of law, and certainly.can be explained in terms of error and shock at 
the time. In his zeal to develop his view of the body itself as a “medical 
forgery," Lifton ignores a more plausible explanation of discrepancies in the 
medical evidence: that the "best evidence" as preserved in photographs and X-rays 
is a product of the infinitely more believable process of forgery of these 
materials. | - 

‘*Box 7149 Baltimore, Maryland 21218 
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DEAD SUSPECTS PART II 

by 
~ Scott Van Wynsberghe* 

3. Jack Leon Ruby 

As Jacob Rubenstein, Jack Ruby was born in Chicago in 1911.1 He was no 
_ stranger to the dubious environment of that city in those days: as a child, he ran 
errands for Al Capone.” He continued to swim in the underworld milieu during his 
early adult years, and became involved in violent labor-union activity. 
Specifically, he fell in with Local 20467 of the Scrap Iron and Junk Handlers 
Union. In December 1939, the financial secretary of the local, Leon Cooke, was 
fatally wounded with a pistol; Ruby, who was still going under the namg 
Rubenstein, was one of the people questioned by police about the shooting. 
Thereafter, Ruby infrequently used the middle name "Leon," in memory of Cooke. 
As will be discussed later, that name is not without significance in JFK research. 

- The period 1943-46 found Ruby in the ranks of the U.S. Air Force, as a 
draftee. Most of this time was spent at USAF bases in the South---Kessler Field, 
Mississippi, Seymour Jackson Field, North Carolina---with the resultant training 
qualifyipg him as both an aircraft mechanic and a "sharpshooter" with the M-1 
carbine.” Although it would be reckless to make too much of such facts, one 
cannot help feeling a slight tingle when aircraft, the American South, and rifle 
marksmanship come up in connection with the death of President Kennedy. David 
Ferrie and Lee Harvey Oswald are also known to inspire talk along those lines. In 
any event, Ruby's release from military service appears to have marked a turning 
point in his life. By 1947, he had moved to Dallas, had changed his name to Jack 
L. Ruby, and was running night clubs. 

Ruby's Dallas days stretch without much interruption from 1947 to the events 
of 1963, so his many affiliations and acquaintances take on an added weight during 
this time. It has been argued that he, was not an outright "member" of any 
particular section of organized crime, but this judgment seems to be a 
technicality, at best. Ruby allegedly knew at least two Chicago contract killers, 
Lenny Patrick and Dave Yaras, the second of whom was close to two people who 
figure on the list of dead suspects, Chicago mob boss Sam Giancana and Teamsters 
President Jimmy Hoffa. This is merely the first bit of glue that connects 
Giancana and Hoffa to the night club owner in Dallas. | 

) In the case of Hoffa, the glue is very strong igdeed. Going back to the 
1930s, Ruby's union experiences involved Paul Dorfman. Dorfman was crucial in 
convincing the Mafia that it should assist Hoffa's rise during the 1950s; in. 
return, Hoffa put the man's stepson, Allen, in charge of various Teamsters 
funds. In the month leading up to the assassination of President Kennedy, 
Ruby---who was then having labor-union difficulties at his Carousel Club---phoned 
Irwin Weiner, a bondsman linked to the Teamsters, and two Hoffa lieutenants, 
Robert "Barney" Baker and Murray "Dusty" Miller. According to one Teamsters 
official, Leopoldo Ramos Duclos, Ruby also knew a third lieutenant, Frank Chavez, 
who was notorious for violence. As a matter of fact Ramos Duclos is not the 
nicest individual himself. On behalf of the Teamsters, he assumed control of a 
culinary-workers union in Puerto Rico in the wake of a February 1962 
firebombing. As well, the Warren Commission at one ,goint sought a "Leopoldo 
Ramos Ducos" (the Commission's usual spelling trouble?). In any event, the name 
“Leopoldo” should cause as much interest as the name “Leon,” and it is perhaps at 
this point that the Sylvia Odio incident merits treatment. 

le.
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* The basic tale is fairly well known, and requires no great detail. 1 Sylvia 
Odio was a Cuban’exile whose parents had’ been arrested in her. homeland in 1961 for 

- Involvement with an anti-Castro group, Manolo Ray's MRP (which apparently evolved 
into JURE). By 1963, she was living with a sister in DalTas. In -late September 
of that year---while’ Lee Harvey ‘Oswald was stiT] doing strange things’ in. 
Mexico---three ‘men called’ at her apartment: Two of them were Latins, and 
“introduced themselves as "Leopoldo" and “Argelo" {or may "Anget"), while the third | 
“was a non-Latin, and was” introduced as “Leon Oswald." "Leopoldo" asked Odio to 
help’ them soticit funds for anti-Castro activities. Odio remained wary, and the 

‘trio left.” A day or two later, "Leopoldo" telephoned her, but now seemed more 
interested in talking about "Leon: Oswald," whom he described as an ex-Marine, a 
crack’ shot, vkind of loco," and given to ‘proclaiming that President Kennedy should 
“be assassinated: That was the Tast she heard of any of ‘the three until November 
22, when she saw Lee Harvey Oswald on television and recognized him as "Leon 
Oswald." 

~ In dealing with the Odio incident, the FBI traced three anti-Castro soldiers. 
of fortune, Loran Hall, Lawrence. Howard : and William Seymour. The Warren 
Commission ruled that the three had been fund-raising in’ Dallas at the time of the 
incident, and that Odio had simply made too much of Seymour ' S supposed resemblance 
to Oswald; All three, however, eventually denied seeing Odio, and Odio---on the 
basis of photographs - shown her by the FBI---said they were not the. same men 
anyway. 

‘There area couple’ of intriguing "coincidences" suggesting the possibility of 
“a Ruby and/or Hoffa. tie to the Odio affair. Qne is the fact that Sylvia Odio was 
living in’ Puerto. Rico in 1962, when Jimmy Hoffa's Leopoldo showed up there. 

Another is the fact, appearing in Sylvia Qdio'’s Warren Commission téstimony, that 
she originally suspected that her. strange ‘visitors were sent by one Antonio 
Alentado Leon, with whom she frequently ppoke and who was described as a leading 
local Figure in Ray’s JURE organization. The coincidence arises from the -fact 
that ‘Ruby's: notebook and list of Carousel Club courtesy card holders include one 
Jack ‘T., Furlong, employed: by Colombo's Italian Pizza Bakery on Haskell Stréet, 

“Dallas. In Mary Ferrell's compilation of. information about various persons 
(published in-an insert to THE CONTINUING INQUIRY for September 1976) Alentado 
Leon is described as a "certified public accountant" working for this same 

_ Colombo's Bakery; again the "small world" of Jack Ruby. 
- Those researchers who have wagered an opinion about the Odio incident tend to 
see jn it’ an attempt by persons unknown to smear Oswald in preparation for his 
| 'patsy" role in the assassination. As such, its importance is beyond 
exaggeration. To implicate people like Ruby and Ramos Duclos would be a 
breakthrough, but, alas, the available evidence does not go beyond the 
circumstantial crumbs offered here. 

As for Ruby's ties with the ‘organization of Sam Giancana, these, gtoo, were 
considerable. In fact, it is claimed that Ruby knew Giancana himself. Whether 
or not this was the case, Ruby has: still been linked to Dave Yaras, as noted 
above. He may also have known one of Giancana's main deputies, John Roselli; U.S. 
‘Army intelligence and Justice Department sources have been cited as indicating 
that. Ruby, and: Roselli met in Miami during the’ two months before the. death of 
Kennedy.“" “Two cther important Chicago gangsters’ familiar to Ruby were Jimmy 
Weinberg and Paul "Needle Nose" Labriola. Although they were not around for 
ong---both. were found dead in 1954, garroted and stuffed into a car trunk---the. 

‘two gained: significance, by appearing in Dallas at an early point to introduce Ruby 
to’ Paul Roland Jones. A murderer and narcotics trafficker who represented the 
Chicago mob-in Dallas, Jones had gained notoriety in 1946 by attempting - to bribe 

“the local sheriff's office. The proximity of this event to Ruby's arrival in the 
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city inevitably leads to speculation that Ruby was much more than just a night 
club owner; for his own part, he frequently gave the impression iy both private . 
and public that his move had been ordered by the Chicago syndicate.“~ — 

_ such was’ the scope of Ruby's seedy soctalizing that the Hoffa and Giancana. 
crowds hardly begin to exhaust his store of contacts. ‘Another set of underworld. 
Figures he knew included a gambler, Lewis McWillie (with whom he was very close), | 
a "notorious hoodlum" named Russell Matthews, and a certain Jack Todd. Each one. 
of these men was assgciated in some fashion with Santos Trafficante, the foremost 
mafioso of Florida.“~ (As of this. writing, he is a suspect, but not yet dead.) 
Trafficante's history is an eventful one, as he had numerous interests in Cuba 
prior to the 1959 overthrow of Batista. Arrested by Castro's people on June 9, 
1959, he was,held in a camp at Trescornia until August 18, and was expelled soon - 
after that.” Ruby---who is thought to have been a courier for Cuban gambling. 
circles ‘in 1959---may. have tried to get Trafficante out of Trescornia, and appears 

to have met him there. Whatever the case, Trafficante went on to participate in. 
the CIA-Mafia plots to kill Castro in the early 1960s. The most-relevant aspect 
of his career, however, did not occur until September 1962. In conversation with 
a Cuban exile, Jose Aleman, Jr., Trafficante revealed that President Kennedy was. - 
"going to be. hit." As Aleman related it,. the remark was made in specific . 
reference to the. plight of Jimmy Hoffa, who was then enduring much official 
wrath. - a re . 7 ae oo 

Ruby's final set of associations with top crime figures leads to New Orleans. | 
Here again, one finds an acquaintance who acts as.a bridge between one set of. 
persons and another, the man. in question being James Henry Dolan. Not. only did — 
Dolan have ties with Santos. Trafficante, he also knew the capo of New Orleans, 
Carlos Marcello. (As with Trafficante, Marcello is a crucial suspect, but does 
not yet: apppear to be dead.) Among other pertinent points, Marcello. ran an | 
organization that was familiar with the Oswald clan:. Oswald's uncle, Charles 
"Dutz" Murret, was a gambler actively involved with it, oyhile Oswald's mother, 
Marguerite, fraternized with individuals on its fringe. Just as important, 
Marcello himself. was directly linked to the conspiracy candidates of 544 Camp - 
Street. He had David Ferrie fly. him back from Guatemala (whence he had been 
deported) by June 1961, and received legal help From Poth Ferrie and Guy Banister 
in the ensuing court battle with federal authorities. on - 

All the more disturbing was.an anti-Kennedy threat reportedly uttered by | 
Marcello in September 1962---in other words, at about the same point in the year 
when Santos Trafficante was making his own grim comments. As the story goes, a 
gathering of mafiosi at an estate north of New Orleans featured Marcello blurting 
out with a.classic (and deadly) Sicilian oath with respect to President Kennedy: - 
"Livarsi na petra di la scarpa!”. ("Take the stone out of my shoq!") In the same | 
tirade, he spoke of using a "nut" to carry out an assassination. Because of the 
excellent security of the Marcello gang, the FBI (we are told) was unable to 
conduct: much electronic. surveillance against it at this time, -hence there is no 
confirmasion that the gangster chief followed up his threat. in even a modest. 
manner. . | | : 7 

Whatever the significance of the Marcello threat, there can be no doubt about. 
Ruby's connections in New Orleans. In the month leading up to the assassination, — . 
he telephoned Nofio J. Pecora, a Marcello lieutenant~~ (supposedly to speak to his 
night club owner friend Harold Tannenbaum, a resident of a trailer court operated 
by Pecora). Then there is the tale told to the FBI by William Gaudet,. the CIA man 
who. applied for a visa to Mexico just before Oswald did. If Gaudet can be 
believed, Ruby turned up in New Orleans in August 1959---at roughly the time he 
may have, been trying to get Trafficante out of Trescornia---while on his way to 
Havana. He bought’ some paintings and, since the seller of the paintings was 
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Lorenzo Borenstein---supposedly a relative of Leon Tratsky---it has been suggested 
that this bit of gossip was pushed mainty as a clumsy effort tc portray Ruby as 
some sort,,of fellow-traveller. (Borenstein, for the record, confirmed the 
purchase).°° ° a : | 

If Ruby's relationship with James Henry Dolan can lead researchers to two 
suspects who. are still alive today (Trafficante and Marcello), it can also lead to 
a third one, albeit of lesser standing. As far back as 1951, Dolan had been seen 
in Phoenix, Arizona in the company of a man who was then calling himself “James 
Bradley Lee." The man's actual name was Eugene Hale Bracing. Although 
apparentiy net noted for murder, Brading had done just about everything else, 
including robbery, gambling, and black-market activities: possibly because of his 
reputation, he, had adopted the name “Jim Braden" in the last months prior to the 
assassination. On November 21, 1963, he and an individual going under the name - 
of "Mowgan Brown" checked into the Cabana Motel, just off Dealey Plaza in 
Dallas. Jack Ruby is known to have appeared at that place on the night af 
November 21, having been invited over by Lawrence Meyers, an old Chicago friend of 
his who was in town. Unless Meyers has given out false information, however, this 
encounter did ngs last very long, and Ruby continued to haunt the Cabana for 
unknown reasons. ) ) oS | . . 

Qn November 22, moments after the assassination, Brading was detained by 
police just as he was leaving the Dal-Tex Building at Dealey Plaza. While he was 
questioned about his presence in the hyilding, "Morgan Brown" left the Cabana 
Motel, and has never since been traced."~ Be that as it may, Brading insisted he 
was in Dallas on oil business, had been walking by Dealey Plaza when he heard the 
President was shot, and dashed inside the Dal-Tex Building to find a telephone, 
The "oil business" that he was pursuing involved such people as Lamar Hunt, a 
son of the eccentric right-wing billionaire H.L. Hunt---who may be regarded as one 

more dead.suspect. Brown as well as a "friend" thought to be Brading had indeed 
been spotted, at the commercial headquarters of H.L. Hunt on the afternoon of 
November 21. ~ Ruby likewise appeared there at abouf, the same time of day, having 
driven over a job-hunting friend, Connie Trammel. Ruby took Trammel to the 

office of Lamar Hunt, put reportedly did not go into the office with her, and 
instead waited outside. ” 

There is even more to the Hunt angle. Authorities would later come across 
the name of Lamar Hupt in Ruby's notebook, while H.L. Hunt literature would turn 
up in his apartment. His car yielded a transcript of a June 19, 1963 broadcast 
of H.L. Hunt’s radio show, entitled "Heroism." Indeed, there is a chance that 
Ruby and H.L. Hunt actually met, as existing evidence indicates that Ruby joined 
one Harry Hall (alias "Harry Sinclair, Jr") in a gambling fraud aimed at fleecing 
such wealthy, Pallas figures as the elder Hunt. Hunt did lose money because of 
this scheme, - | 

A final aspect of the ramifications produced by Eugene Hale Brading is that . 
they extend to two cities and one man whose names have already recurred too many 
times in this narrative: Chicago, New Orleans and David Ferrie. Two months before _ 
the assassination, Ferrie telephoned a Chicago apartment building then housing a 
certain Jean West. On the night of November 21, West was part of the dubious cast . 
of characters ay gthe Cabana Motel, having appeared in Dallas in the company of 
Lawrence Meyers. As well, the personal address that Brading provided police was 
a room in the Pere Marquette Building in Ney Orleans, and this room was on the 
same Tloor as one then being used by Ferrie. oo 

No accounting of the friends of Jack Ruby would be complete without touching 
on his gunrunning operations aimed at Cuba. He is said to have provided Castro's 

_ guerillas with arms as early as 1957, as part. of a Mafia bid to make an ally out 
of the rebel commander.~~ Ruby kept up his Castro link following the January 1959 
fall of Batista, and may have attempted to send military equipment to the new 
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regime (and obtain freedom for several unidentified persons) threugh a gunrunner 
' named Robert Ray McKeown at some point in 1959. If true, this could tie in with 

the incarceration of Santos Trafficante at Trescornia. Prior to the fall of 
Batista, McKeown had participated with Dr. €arlos Pr to, Ssocarras in an effort to 
arm the fidelista insurgents. Both men were arrested. Note that one version of 
the Ruby-McKeown episode places it in early 1959, and has Maurice Brooks Gatlin, 
Sr.---an associate of Guy Banister---telling Ruby to desist from arming Castro. 

_ While Castro's government was still in favor ampng Americans, Ruby -possibly 
contacted a second gunrunner, Thomas Eli Davis III. This is important because 

‘ Davis is regarded by, Some as an Oswald look-alike, which could have a bearing en 
the Qdio incident. For the record, however, Davis spoke fluent Spanish,° 
whereas Sylvia Od}0 had the impression that “Leon Oswald" did not understand the 
language at all. Even without the Odio incident, Davis cannot be regarded as 
free from JFK-related suspicions, since a "T.E. Davis" was recorded as Stayigg at 

_ a New Orleans hotel in August 1963, while Oswald was still in the same city. In 
the preceeding May, Davis, himself was in California, trying to recruit mercenaries 
for an invasion of Haiti. ~ What is intriguing here is that May was the same month | 
in which George de Mohrenschildt, Oswald's mentor (or Svengali) from Dallas, was 
trying to convince the Pepyagon that toppling the regime of Francois "Papa Doc" 
Duvalier was a good thing. | : : 

. _ Whatever the connections, Davis was out of the country when Kennedy died, 
having left for Morocco on November 2, 1963. By November 22, he had been arrested 
in Algeria for (what else?) selling arms, but was allegedly freed. through the 
interveng3on of "QJ/WIN," a primary agent of the CIA's "ZR/RIFLE" assassination 
program. This, of course, begs the question of whose authority (if anybody's) 
QU/WIN was acting on. ZR/RIFLE---fixst known as "Executive Action'"---was 
concocted by one William Harvey in 1961.°~ Late in that year, Harvey took control 
of "Task Force W," which oversaw CIA efforts to unseat Castro. - In April 1962, 
he became involved with Giancana deputy John Roselli in a plot to kill the Cuban 
leader, ~ but this ended with his removal from Task Force W around the following 
October, which pretty much finished his career.-- However these things worked 
out, Davis was again arrested for arms offenses in December 1963, this time by 
Moroccan authorities. He is said to have had in his possession at that point a 
Tetter in his own handwriting that referred to ¢Qswald and the assassination, but 
this document has never turned up since then. In 1973, Thomas Eli Davis III 
died in a rock quarry in Wise County, Texas, at the age of 37. The police version 
of events portrayed Davis as attempting to steal some copper wiring, and 
accidentally cutting into a power line.~~ : 

Although of considerable interest, the pro-Castro activities of Jack Ruby 
came to an end by 1961-62, according to a former employee of his. Nancy Perrin 

‘Rich, who worked in Ruby's Carousel Club during July and August of 1961, was 
present with her husband, Robert Perrin, for four meetings in Dallas that brought 
together various anti-Castro conspirators over the course of late 1961 and. part of 
1962. Jack Ruby appeared, at three of the four meetings. The veracity of Perrin 
Rich is open to doubt, but there is no disputing that she frequented shadowy 
circles. On August 29, 1962, her husband died in New Orleans (that place again) 
from a dose of arsenic. Some accounts regard the, death as a Straight suicide, but 
others insist it has never been fully explained. The mere fact that it followed 
the Dallas meetings by just a few months is cause for concern. 

When he was not running guns, Ruby seems to have been running drugs. At the 
very least, the FBI had this impression of him by. 1956.°° (indeed, the Bureau took 
him on as a “potential criminal informant” during the period March-October 1959, 
but supposedly dropped him for lack of worth---even though this period covered © 
Santos Trafficante's time at Trescornia.’~) Narcotics figured at other points in 
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Ruby's career, as demonstrated by the background cf Paul Roland Jones, the man at 
the center of that 1946 bribery attempt. As well, the Warren Commission heard a 
rumor that J.D..Tippit, the Dallas policeman shot down. under mysterioys 
_circumstances soon after the ambush in Dealey Plaza, was involved in that trade. 

. The mere mention of Tippit, of course, opens an entirely new can of worms. | 
Althcugh there is no definitive evidence of a tight connection between him and: 
Ruby, one cannot help pondering such odd details as Tippit's moonlighting, which 
invelving guarding a restaurant owned by Austin Cook, whose >gwn connections: led 
all the way to one of Ruby's closest associates, Ralph Paul. Even if Ruby and 
Tippit were not even locsely linked, surprisingly few Dallas policemen could say 
the same about themselves. Estimates of the number of officers who knew Ruby 
range from dozens to hundreds. Favors appear to have gone both ways, with Ruby — 
keeping the Tawmen happy at his various clubs in return for tolerance when legal. 
infractions occurred. Considering Ruby's disquieting ability to zero in on Lee 
Harvey Oswaid at a precise time and place, the possibility of police collusion is 
hard to ignore. | | | , 

Having so far. touched on cops and robbers, it might be wise to bring in 
lawyers, since the weird little man from Chicago does not fail us there, either. 
The crucial figure is Pete White, whose contacts with Ruby went back to at least 
1954, when, she succeeded in having some charges against the night club owner 
dismissed. According to White's own Statements, she met with Ruby mere days 
before the assassination, on November 20, 1963. For some reason, Ruby 
‘considered White so important thet the lawyer's name, address and telephone numbey 
were all listed in his notebook.’~ Plainly, White had some interesting clients, 
but some of his colleagues were also unique. For one thing, his partners included 
Ivan Irwin, Sr., who had come from a Taw Firg, identified by none other than Paul 
Roland Jones as a conduit for Mafia bribes. Likewise to be found in White's 
offices was William McKenzie, who had previously been a law partner with Bedford 
Wynne, a member of the Wynne family that was closely associated with the oil-rich 
Murchison clan of Texas. Beyond that distinction, McKenzie was destined to serve | 
as an attorney for Oswald's widow, Marina. ~ . : 

Given the breathtaking extent of Ruby's circle of acquaintances, all sorts of 
details from his last days of liberty seem to take on riew méaning. There was, to. 
cite one case, the way financial problems that had been dogging him since the 
start of 1963 appeared to vanish by November, allowing him to strut around with 
thousands of dollars in his pocket and his tax lawyer to inform the IRS of the 
imminent settlement of his lonastanding income tax delinquency. After the 
actual shoot}, g of JFK, Ruby was seen at Parkland Memorial Hospital by reporter -- 
Seth Kantor. Later on November 22, he turned up at the headquarters of the 
Dallas Police Department, just when District Attorney Henry Wade was speaking to 
journalists. In his recital of details, Wade said Oswald was tied to the Free 
Cuba Committee, which was a shock, since that group---more properly known as the 
Crusade to Free Cuba Committee---was an anti-Castro front founded by a New Orleans 
advertising man, Robert Caire. It included such people as. David Ferrie and Sergio 
Arcacha Smith, both of whom were linked to Guy Banister. Ruby promptly. 
“corrected, him, pointing out that he must have meant the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee. Another funny coincidence featuring Ferrie occurred on the evening - 
of November 23, when Ruby phoned a. friend in Galveston, Breck Wall. It took 
several attempts to get through to Wall, as the latter was just arriving from 

_Dallas for a visit with his family. By the time the two finally did tatk, 
however, Ferrie was also in Galveston, having just driven in from New Orleans on a 
trip of questionable intent. 

On the morning of November 24, a pistol-wielding Ruby somehow got into the 
basement of the headquarters of the Dallas Police Department, and fatally wounded 
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Oswald while the latter was being transferred to the county jail. . 
Almog$ four months later, on March 14, 1964, Oswald’s murderer was sentenced 

to death. His defense was that. the killing had been committed while he was ina 
_ state of insanity brought on by "psychomotor epilepsy." In a taped interview just 
after the trial, Buby proclaimed: "The world will never know the true facts of 
what occurred..." On June 7. of that year, he went before the Warren Commission 
which, amazingly, had allowed over four months of witness testimony to pass before 
getting around to hg . His testimony was given in the interrogation room of the 
Dallas County jail. Ruby soon began requesting that he be moved to Washington, 
informing the Commission that "unless you get me to Washington, you can't get of 
fair shake out of me..."; another claim: "Gentlemen, my life is in danger here." 
This -was ignored. 

On, March 19, 1965, Ruby again emerged from his cell, this time to appear in 
court with the reauests that counsel be changed and the case shifted to federal 
jurisdiction. (Both were denied.) Sylvia Meagher, watching the televised coverage 
of Ruby on his way to court, heard aim talk about a "complete conspiracy...if you - 
knew the facts you would be amazed." During July 12-15, 1965, Ruby was examingg 
in prison by a psychiatrist, to whom he stated: "I was oframed to kill Oswald." 
On June 13, 1966, a Texas state court, upheld his sanity. , 

Events speeded up in late 1966. On October 5, the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals overturned Ruby's conviction, and ordered a retrial. Also in the autumn 
of that year, Ruby began to suffer from nausea and fever; although he was even 
spitting out blood, prison officials refused him medical attention, maintaining 
that it was all just a show. On December 7, another legal decision came down, 
this one designating Wichita. Falls as the site of the retrial. The key point of 
that decision was that Wichita Falls lay outside the jurisdiction of the Dailas 
Police Department. Some people believed that Ruby stood an excellent chance of 
being convicted of "murder without malice," sentenced to time served, and then set 
free. Qn December 9, however, he was tranferred to Parkland Memorial Hospital 
with a diagnosis of pneumonia. At this point, Ruby started to exhibit much 
paranoia, and went as far as to contend that he had been deliberately poisoned by 
mustard gas. When further tests revealed terminal cancer, he insisted someone had 
injected him with cancer cells, but prison authorities emphasized that there had 
been no mistreatment of their prisoner. In the second half of December, the dying 
man allegedly made a tape recording in which he reverted to the defense line of 
-the original trial, characterizing the slaying of Oswald as the work of a lone man 
not responsible for his actions. He succumbed on January 3, 1967, technically 
because of a blood clot, although an autopsy confirmed a widespread malignancy. 

*87 Cornell Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3T 3C2 
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the ‘Friday luncheon conferred 
in an attempt to decide whether | 
to invite the senator to sit at 
the head table, 
“The tentative seating arrange- 

“ment for the head table did not 
list Yarborough. Presumably, if 
the sénator attended the non- 

" partisan’ luncheon in the Trade 
Mart. he would sit with con- 
gressmen at the No. 2 table. - 

This brought protests from 
Yarborough. supporters. They 
argued that, as a- senator, he 
rated a seat at the head gable. | 
And thev charged that Sponsors | 

luncheon were. “snub-_' the 

VNEDY LUNCHEON 

hispolitical views. 

ASKED IF Yarborough hed 
' been deliberately relegated to a 

lesser table, a spokesman for 
the sponsoring groups toid The 
Dalias News. Friday, “We have . 
not been informed officially that 
he will be here.” 

There was speculation in polit- 
ical circles Monday that Yar- 
borough would protest privately 
to President Kennedy if not in- 
vited to sit at the head table 
here or fo attend an Austin re- 
ception. . oe 

(There is no problem involv-. 
ing Sen. John Tower, a Repub- 
lican. He has stated he does not 
plan to attend the tuncheon.} 

President Raymond Buck of 

~~ Bing”. Yarborough because of 

a Friday breakfast for ‘Presi- 
dent. Kennedy, said Sen: Yar- 
borough has been invited to sit 
at its head table. 

Cato Hightower of Fort Worth 
announced the route the Presi- 
dent's motorcade will follow. 
from the breakfast at Hotel 
Texas t Carswell Air Force 
Base on the city’s west edge. 

_ Hightower said the motorcade 
would move north on Main, 
swing around the Tarrant Coun- 
ty Courthouse, and then go west 
on Belknap. It will proceed over: 
Jacksboro Highway and River 
Ozks Boulevard to the Carswell 
south gate, the chief said. 
The route will take the Presi-- 

dent through areas with a heavy 

| Democratic vote. 

MEANWHILE, Police Chief 

do 
Commission: Exusit No. 1363 

ill board a jef airliner at Cars-_ can avoid “incidents” du: 
the Fort. Worth Chamber of President and’ Mrs. Kennedy | cers ine, -essing bopes‘'t 
Commerce, which is: sponsoring - 

well for a short fight to Dalles _ the Kennedy visit. 
Love Field. Ie will arrive here ~~, 

te about 1:30'am.° 

DEMOCRATIC leaders say 

will “make a few imprompte 
remarks” outside’. the Fort 
Worth hotel after the breakfast 
there and at Love Field upon 
arriving here. Se 

Hightower said he anticipates 
_ “there may be some pickets” 

in Fort Worth during the Presi- 
dent's visit. The chief said state 
laws give citizens the right to 
picket. peacefully and officers 
-will not interfere as long as 
they do so. - . 

Hightower joined Dallas offi- 
—— 

they are hopeful the President. 

day evening “hat the presi 

miles ww the Trade Mart u: 

From Love Field to Moc! 
bird Lane, aloog Mocking! 
Lane to Lemmoc. then Lem: 
to Turtle Creek, Tertle. Ci 

‘to Cedar So- ngs, Cedar Spri 
fo Harec-. Harxood: to M 
Main. ts souston, Houston 
Elm, Elm. under the Triple: 
derpass to S:emrpons Expr 
way acd on to the Trade M 
‘The recom mp will be or 

direct: Semooms to Hi 
‘ Hines. Rarry Hines to Mr 

inghird and on to Love Fie 
_ te distznce of 42 miles. 


