
a
r
r
e
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~—A 

Cali- 
POPKIN’S 

fornia. 
educator 

charged 
yes-| 

that 
a 

m
a
n
 

w
h
o
 

looked 
like 

terday 
that 

an 
analysis 

of 
O
s
w
a
l
d
 

and 
often 

posed 
as 

; 
the 

entire 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

- | O
s
w
a
l
d
 

was 
the 

actual 
assas- 

ston 
report 

and 
two 

n
e
w
 
books 

-sin, 
while 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

was 
used 

off 
tite"Kennedy 

assassination 
{to 

create 
the 

illusion 
that 

a 
provide 

“compelling” 
substan- 

‘lonely, 
alienated 

m
a
n
 

with 
‘tiation 

of 
the 

theory 
that 

Lee 
pro-Castro 

leanings 
was 

the 
H
a
r
v
e
y
 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

was 
part 

of 
a 

‘conspiracy, 
— 

. 
_ 

Writing 
in 

the 
New 

York: 
R
e
v
i
e
w
 

of 
Books, 

Prof. 
Rich-: 

- 
ard 

H, 
Popkin 

contended 
the 

_ 
commission’s 

conclusion 
that} 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

was 
a 

loner 
is 

not 
; 

consistent 
with 

much 
of 

the: 
The 

educator 
used 

a 
review 

material 
in 

its 
26-volume 

r
e
 

of 
E
d
w
a
r
d
 

J. 
Epstein’s 

“In- 

port 
on 

President 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

- 
quest” 

and 
Harold 

Weisberg’s 
assassination 

in 
Dales, 

e
k
 

| 
“
W
h
i
t
e
w
a
s
h
,
”
 

both 
of 

which 

on 
Nov, 

22, 
1963. 

The 
c 
a
n
 

take 
issue 

with 
the 

Warren 

rant at te 
eee ceny SPRAtt Report, as @ forum for his 

fornia, 
San 

Diego, 
d
e
m
a
n
d
e
d
 

o
w
n
 
speculation, 

based 
on 

two 

that 
the 

investigation 
be 

re- 
ae Noe

s
 

‘Dallas 
plus 

one 
or 

two 
other 

conspirators 
w
h
o
 

drove 
get- 

away 
cars, 

port, 
material 

he 
says 

was 
| overlooked 

by 
the 

commis- 
'sion, 

and 
what 

he 
describes 

o
w
n
 

theory 
is. 

sole 
perpetrator 

of 
the 

crime.. 

He 
also 

marshals 
evidence ; 

purporting 
to 

indicate 
another 

| 
} assassin 

was 
on 

the 
scene 

in| 

readings 
ofthe 

v
o
l
u
m
i
n
o
u
s
 

re- 
| the 

“official” 
theory 

was 
m
a
n
y
 

ways 
implausible 

from 

as 
new 

evidence 
gathered 

by 
independent 

investigators. 

“
W
h
a
t
e
v
e
r
 

i
n
f
o
r
 

mation 
might 

emerge 
from 

a 
r
e
n
e
w
e
d
 

investigation, 
a 

reading 
of 

the 
26 

volumes 
forces. 

one 
to 

the 
conclusion 

that 
the 

commission 
did 

a 
poor 

job,” 
he 

said. 

“It 
served 

the 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

and 
the 

world 
public 

badly 
... 

We 
cannot 

hide 
from 

the 
fact 

that 
some 

of 
our 

most 
serious 

and 
well-meaning: 

citizens 
have 

catered 
to 

our 
childish 

needs 
for 

security,” 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
s
 

have 
been 

lulled 
by 

the 
commission’s 

confirma- 
tion 

that 
a 

“lonely 
nut” 

killed 
their 

President, 
w
h
e
n
 

in 
fact 
cee in 

the 
beginning,” 

Popkin 
says. 

F
O
R
 
O
N
E
 

thing, 
he 

claimed, 
O
s
w
a
l
d
 

was 
k
n
o
w
n
 

to 
be 

a 
‘poor 

shot 
and 

his 
rifle 

was 
in- 

accurate, 
whereas 

the 
assassin 

was 
“extraordinarily 

accurate” 
if 

he 
m
a
d
e
 

three 
hits 

in 
three 

shots 
at 

a 
m
o
v
i
n
g
 

target 
in 

a 
space 

of 
time 

that 
could 

not 
be 

duplicated 
by 

FBI 
ex- 

perts. 

Furthermore, 
Popkin 

said, 
too 

m
a
n
y
 

witnesses 
reported 

a 
shot 

from 
a 

knoll 
overlook- 

ing 
the 

assassination 
scene 

for 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

to 
have 

con- 
cluded 

that 
all 

the 
shots 

came 
from 

the 
depository 

building 
where 

Oswald 
worked. 

He 
theorizes 

that 
an 

assas- 
sin 

on 
the 

knoll 
got 

into 
the 

trunk 
of 

a 
station 

w
a
g
o
n
 

and 
was 

driven 
from 

the 
scene, 

on 
the 

basis 
ot 

a 
recently 

dis- 
closed 

eye 
witriess 

account. 

. Popkin 
presents 

m
u
c
h
 

ma- 
terial 

in 
an 

effort 
to 

bolster 
his 

belief 
that 

bullet 
399, 

which 
was 

found 
at 

Parkland 
Hospital, 

never’ 
p
a
s
s
e
d
 

7-18-66 

(
M
o
d
a
 

Jee 
3 S

T
W
 

through 
the 

bodies 
of 

either 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

or 
G
o
v
e
r
n
o
r
 

M
a
r
k
 

Connally 
and 

was 
a 

plant 
to 

link 
O
s
w
a
l
d
 

to 
the 

slaying. 

The 
bullet 

had 
been 

in 
the 

gun 
found 

in 
the 

depository 
at 

some 
time 

but 
no 

evidence 
was 

presented 
in 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

Re- 
port 

that 
the 

gun 
was 

fired 
on 

Nov. 
22 

or 
even 

handled 
by 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

that 
day, 

he 
says, 

The 
professor 

claims 
that 

all 
evidence 

points 
to 

the 
pres- 

ence 
of 

both 
Oswald 

and 
his 

look-alike 
in 

the 
depository 

and 
quotes 

eyewitnesses 
who 

saw 
both 

leave 
the 

building. 

Scores 
of 

witnesses 
gave 

the 
c
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

evidence 
on 

the 
“other” 

Oswald, 
w
h
o
m
 

Pop- 
kin 

maintains 
was 

a 
good 

shot 
and 

drove 
a 
c
a
r
 

— 
which 

the 
real 

O
s
w
a
i
d
 

did 
not, 

but 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

wrote 
this 

off 
to 

mistaken 
identity, 

Report’s 
1-Assassin 

Theory 
Rapped 

“ONE 
GETS: 

the 
impression 

that 
the 

h
a
r
d
-
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

staff 
found 

it 
convenient 

to 
ascribe 

ali 
the 

incidents 
to 

tricks 
of 

m
e
m
o
r
y
 

and 
other 

aberra- 
tions, 

notwithstanding 
the 

fact 
that 

m
a
n
y
 

witnesses 
were 

ap- 
parently 

reliable 
and 

disinter- 
ested 

people 
whose 

testimony 
was 

confirmed 
by 

others,” 
said 

Popkin. 

He 
charged 

that 
the 

commis- 
mission 

never 
really 

estab- 
lished 

where 
the 

first 
bullet 

struck 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

or 
what 

h
a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 

to 
it, 

never 
ex- 

amined 
the 

photos 
or 

X-rays 
of 

the 
hospital, 

never 
pursued 

Oswald’s 
(or 

his 
look 

alike’s) 
alleged 

association 
with 

Mrs. 
Sylvia 

Odio, 
a 

C
u
b
a
n
 

refugee 
leader 

in 
Dallas, 

and 
never 

ex- 
plained 

logically 
the 

discrep- : 
ancies 

in 
descriptions 

of 
the 

| 
paper 

bag 
in 

which 
Oswad 

al- ; 
legedly 

carried 
his 

gun. 


