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By the way, I meant to ask you a facetious question in may preceding letter byt forgot to include it. What significance would Al Newnan for 
Garrison, for that satter) read into the strange fact that your atreet number is "4640" while Mery Ferrell's is "4406"? I shudder to think! 

I think, Fred, thet you may have misunderstood ay question about why 
the lawyers did nothing when they became aware of Lifton's “find.” Your 
analysis is directed at the reasons why the lawyers and/or the Commligsion 
did nothing, before or after Lifton's find, to expose what does indeed seem 
to have been a coup d'etat, by the pelace guard or the next in succession. 
Gn that score, I generally agree with your reasoning. But what I really 
wae questioning is why, given the stakes (protecting the institutions of 
government or the government as the national institution, and also protecting 
individual careers, reputations, and places in histery), nothing Was done to 
thwart disclosure by Lifton of his find-—-by compromising the evidence itself, if it could be done, or by destroying it (a fortuitous fire or explosion), or 
by destroying Lifton or all possibility of his future eredibility. fven, it 
oecurs to me, by beating him to the punch and disclosing the find, with suitable 
“explanation” which would disarm the weapon and render it innoctious, 

What does puzzle me is thet they should sit around year after year, 
wondering if and when this explosive information will be made public, as if 
resigned to take their medicine like little gentlemen if need be. 

You say that you de not know what you would have done had you been in 
the shoes of the Commiasion memberscor lawyers who understood the situation and 
beexed off. Perhaps in the context of 1963-1964 it did pose & reslly painful dilemma (although, far myself, I believe that I would not have hesitated for one 
moment, then, later, or now, to disclose and let come what may). But with the 
hindsight that we now enjoy, it seems apparent that it wae the suppression that 
set inte motion « chain of disastrous eyents which have moved the country to the 
brink of disintegration and civil war. Can any of us believe that the cover-up, 
and the railroading of an innocent pawn, “saved” the country from any fate worse 
than we now seem to face? 

i will of course gladiy read with interest your presentation of the nature 
ana the level of the plot, es you heve reasoned it out. But you should not belittle 
your own abilities as a writer. Your letters are sufficient to jienonstrate a distinct 
gift for organizing and expressing ideas and for communicating information, as well as 

_ tor formulating cogent arguments in support of a particular position. I do enjoy 
your letters, as I alec enjoy Mary's, for style as well as content. 

I would love te spend some time with you and Mariynn and Mary but from here to 
July i971 I am riveted here, by a heavy program of work at my office. Ferhaps next 
sumner....but it is far tec early even to be tentative about. uch affection,
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