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From: David Lifton 

ie: The lack of a "Helmstedt" stamp in Oswald's passport 

oynopsis 

The claim has been made (see Ansonts book, p.170) that the 
lack of a Helmstedt stamp in Osweld's passport, contrasted with the presence of such a stamp in Marina's, is anamoulous, and perhaps 
indicates that the be~w er of Oswald's passport was given some type of 
special treatment as he and Marina exited from behind the iron 
curtain on their journey back to the United States. 

This is not the case, 

flarina's passport is stamped for entry into West Germany (at 
Helmstedt) becruse She, being a Russian, needed a visa to travel 
through West Germany. As a result, the page of her passport 
containing the West German transit visa bears the stamp for 
"Heimstedt", the entry point used into West Germany. Oswald, being 
an American, needed no visa to travel tir ough West Germany. | Therefore, he would just display his American passport and be waved on. 

KEE 

lL, The following passage appears on p.170 of Anson's book: 
"The Oswalds supposedly crossed the iron curtain at the 
railray station at Helmstedt, the tensest, most security 
conscious checkpoint along the border between East ang 
Hest Berlin. Yet there is no stamp on Lee's passport---as 
there is on Marina's---showing that he made the crossing, 

a First , a minor error, Helmstedt is a city on the border between East and West Germany (not between East and West Berlin), Its 
relationship to Berlin. is that it is the entry point to the protected 
corridor which runs through East Germany’ to the cit, of Berlin. 

The Kast German city cpposite Helmstedt, on the East German/ 
Nest German border is Marienborn, East Germany. 

3. In August, 1961, shortly after the Berlin Wall went up, 'I 
traveled to Berlin by car. I thus passed through Heimstedt twice: once on my way in to East Germany, once on way out, 

My passport, however, shows no Helmstedt stamp. 
It does, however, show two stamps for Marienborn, the City 

opposite Helmstedt on the East German side of the border: one, dated 8/30/61 was for my entry into East Germany; the other, dated 8/31/61, 
was for my exit from East Germany. 

(See attachment 1 to this memo for xerox of p.9 of my passpord) 
4, Today, I called the German consulate in Los Angeles and 
asked Why my passport showed no Helmstedt stamp, despite the fact that I went through that city both to enter and then leave 
West Germany.
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passpory reveals that on neither occassion was Ing = Dassport marked for entry into Yest Germany, thus confirming the information I was told by the West German consvlate here in L.A., and making it clear that an American entering West Germany at any point does not have his passport stamped. 

5. Based upon this information, here is a recons 
happened 
Oswald's 

~ a 
ab 

uction of what 

the pages in 

tr 

e) 
the East-West crossing (referenced ¢ 

and Marinats passports). 

Osvald and Marina are on the train comin & te Mari enborn, Rast Germany, from Frankfort (where they entered Eest Germany from Polakd). Both needed East German transit visas to make this leg of the journey, and both had such visas. (See p.143, vol. 16, for page containing the Marina Oswald East German transit visa: see 
pel68, vol 18, for page of Oswald's passport containing his 
East German twinsit visa~+s-attachments 2? & 3 of this memo) 
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S Oswald's now move on a few yards to Helmstedt, West Germant aly » 

6. Having just passed throus Marienborn,. Eest Germany, the oS ey 
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Oswald, an American, needs no visa for “est Germany at Helmsted He simply shows his American passport and is waved on, (If PDSts theory is correct, perhaps the officials there winked at him) 

Marina, a Russian, :does neeg a West German transit visa, 
That visa is shown on the left page of her passport reproduced on page 144 of volume 16 (attachment 4 of this memo), As the translator notes (but it is very difficult to see), it is stamped: "Federal Republic of Germany Entry June 3, 1962 Helmstedt Bhf,20" 

Te. The above explains why Oswald's Passport bemrs no Helmstedt stamp, while Marina's does, One last thing-»s-not only wasn't my pesspo: Stamped at Helmstedt-~-the wall had just gone up and, while in Berlin, tl exercised my right as an American to cross into Esst Berlin, in my volkswagon, at Checkpoint Charlie. I dig that, and spent several hours there driving around in that section of the city gsnevertheless; -no «Stamp av Helmstedt vpor retarning, via. East Germany, to West.Germany. (No, damn it, I am not an agent. Ask Weisverg---he'll vouch for me), 

8, Attachments oO ayn i. p.9 of Lifton passport ¢&f6él) : * Cand Wa rt é. page of Marina passport containing East German transit visa(lé H- 3. page of LHO passport containing East German transit visa(iS H 16: 4. page of Marina passport gontaining Vest German transit VISA fpend, 2 
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