
8/13/68 

Dear Syivia, - 

Vince was here a week ago. He told ma whst i hed heard and 

then forgotten, that you had made a $100 contribution to the so-calaed 

“Thornley Defense Fund" or, as it has also ceen described, "Fair Play 

For Thsrniey". I was busy when Vince left end it slipped my mind until todsy, 

when I was sent a clipping from Open City, in which Thormley mentions 

you in whet he intends ss s flettering way. ‘ 

You do what your conscience tells you to, and please do not 

misinterpret this letter as an effort to deter you. I have heard rumors that 

-poth Thornley and Lifton plan suits sgsinst me, and I assure you the day cannot 

. tome to-soon. However, because of the relationship that hes existed between us, 

_ i feel { aust suggsst that you think as perhaps you have not about this. 

It is be€ause of the position you have taken only that I cannot share with you 

that evidence I have that is relevant. 

From the tire he Was working on the Ramparts "“story™ on the 

assassination, whem tiv viace/long phone calls to me, + have had the deepest. 

wisgivings sbout Cave. His maz own work, when I saw it, magnified these. His 

abuse of Maggie, well, you know how i fesi about this and her. His intrusion 

on Liebeler s behsif, which he lies about, when a debate between Liebeler and 

hed been agreed upon, found me wondering even more about hin, really whether. 

ig entirely without psychistric problems. 

- 
B 

& 

"Wheat you know about Thornley, 1 presume, you ow from Dave.. what 

Dave wmows sbout Thornley, again *.must presums, comes only from the same 

and not dispsssionate sources. Why not, in your ow interest, begin with the 

presumption that I cannot share, that everything you heave been told about 

Thomley is true, that Dsve has every reason to believe he is really su fine 

end persecuted guy. Is this enough? Asssume, if you'd like, that Garrigsn, Yor 

reasons of his ow, is out to “get™ Thoraley, and again i would not agres. Is 

this, still, etough? Is it possible that there are things about him, things in 

his writings, things in his beliefs, you ceunot associate yourself with? Is it 

possible thet he ms done, said and written things you would find intolerable 

and could not associate yourself with? 

Parheps, were you to decide this is the cése, you ro 

impelled to do whet you can to help him, thinking even toat it is 

. By all means do, I have no desire to intrude into what your conscience demands of 

you. Howsver, because we ere ali sometimes motivated by emotions rether thm 

logic end reason, 1 also sugeest that you ask yourself whether in what you hevée 

done you Were really fighting Garrison (also your right) and not, by iatent, 

affirmatively associating yourself with Thornley. 

I do not mince words, so! give you my opinion. 1 tell you my opinion 

of Thomnisy coms from original msteriels, not conversations with his enemies, 

none of wnom 1 have ever sought out or spoken to (end I mow who some are). He is 

@ lier, a men of violence not 4 flower boy {and believe me, my documentation here 

is solid and both original and unpublished) but @ woman beater, with political 

peliefy ka misrepresents thet in actuality border on fascist (ha seem to be an 

Ayn Rander), end he reglarly misrepresents, bota himself’ and others. By now 

you should be in a position to know thet even if what he seid in pretended response 

+o my ansvers to upen City were truthfulm which they were not, they are not 

enswors. He is and was part of the frame on Uswald, and + have his ovn repetitive 

writings, aside froaa Ris téstimony. He mde major and substantive chenges in his 

testimony when he printed in ia his "book" {and here he deliderately and grossly



misrepresents what I said of its size, in en unoriginel way indicative of 
earlier, similar comment, end before his Open City writing had acknowledged this 

publicly, on radio, and I have the tape and the transcription, so there is no 

possibility of accidental error), and these are not merely editorial. They 
inelude liberties with Jenner's questions and the elimination of subjects in their 

entirety, up 80 perhaps two pages at a Dunk. 

ry G@
 

He entirely misrepresents his own relationship with Barbara Reid, 
who hed been his trusted friend and defender. So extreme was her defense of hin, 
thet then Clint Bolton was telling me just how much Thornley hated Kennedy sh 
wes signalling over his back that it wasn'y true. Afterward, when we left, she 
assured me Bolton could not be right. He trusted Bsrbara very much, liked her, 

borrowed from her, and wrote her. A yesr ago + had one of the letters he wrote, 

and it is entirely inconsistent with his present statements, yet + do not beileve 

he hes seen here since, She was his defender until he left her no alternative. 

tH. end Lifton entirel¥ misrepresent my interest in *hornley, what I did 

(snd didn't) do, whet its purpose, what result, etc. I cannot here give you cetail, 

put I give you assurances that everything I did, without exception, was motivated 

by anything but an effort to frame hime 1 did not know where he lived, I did not 

know anyone who did, and 1 wasn t+ about to go to a lot of tr uble to Pind out 

ahen I could speak to Bolton. You Will nowtBat despite his nastiness, Bolton 

joined in whet he represented of what + hea suggested. J had nothing at 311 to do with 

Kerry's “arrest”, and 1 am not aware on any arrest that didn ¢ follow a grend- 

jury indictment, with which 1 had nothing to do, not having been even & witness 
on it. Theses is, in fact, nothing thet comes to mind of all they have wihtten | 

in Upen City end ssid that has come back to me thst is a really honest representa-- 

tion of whet 1 have done and said. “rom this I take comfort, for it would seem to 

eliminate the possibility .1 made accidentsl orror. oe 

ae 1 pave never so seid, but 1 would not be hard put to present whet i 

think @ cours would accept as admissable evidance that he might have beeh a. 

"False Uswald". What might not be admissible is interesting, and it, too, exists. 

fell, Itve got other things to do, and 1 do not want to take your 

time, You need not answer, for I ask nothing of you, no change in your peliefs 

or actions. 1 do not} claim omméscience or infallibility. I do tell you that from 

co. mhet 1 know that 1 jave every reason to believe is entirely suthentic end beyond 

any possibility of refutation you may have made for yourself essociations that 

are other than you believe them to ba. 

Despite the threats, i think it highly unlikely thet there will be any 

xind of suit. Thomnley may be able to con Lifton, maybe he'll be able to gis 

one side to a AAwyer and deceive him into en action, but unless he is insane 

€h ought kmow better than do this. Amd the magnitude of this operation, too, 

maces one Wonder of the resources at Dav¥ and Kerry's disposal. They seem to 

include, from the boasting, those who would not be interested in wheat you and 

I believe to be essential truth. 

Sorry I have to be indirect, but I thi k the need is obvious. Wastewr 

you do, personally,mazes no difference to me, KERR I don’t care how much 

financial help you elect to give them. "hile 1 esn think of uses with thich we 

coulda all agree to which this money could be put {like buying 50OQ copies of 

documents in the Archives), I do not think it will be used in any Way shat will 

really hurt me. Unless it wes already used to finance the dissemination.of a 

rother large crop of lies, misrepresentations and defametions. This seems to have 

happened. I have ignored it. If this is the way your mousy. was used, I.am sorry 

for you, for 1 think it is not what you woule heve wanted. 



1G August 19638 

nc. Heroid Yolsberg 

Route 7 
Frederick, Md. 21701 

wear Harold, 

Upoa returning from a week's absence, I found your letter waiting. I appreciate 
its tone and spirit, although I am all the more regretful that we remain in fundamental 
aisagreenent on the basic issue of the Garrison caxpaign and its offspring questions. 

As regards Lifton: Ue is not my sole source of infornation on Thornley. i agree 
that he nay not be entirely free from psychiatric problems, but perhaps none of us are, 
living as we do in a negative, frustrating, and sometimes mutilating environment. Sone 

time has gone by, and perhaps you have understandably forgotten that I took a very 
uncoupromising stand on Lifton's fraternization with Liebeler as well as on his renorted 
acuse of our colleague. Indeed, I terminated contact with Lifton in the summer of 1966 

on that very question, for which I carned y.tn noleasant revroaches——not onias ¢ 
Lifton out nleo from Vince, ino when defended Dave quite verge bane En ny from 

way changed my aind about fraternagation with Liebeler; but this does not mean that 
i automatically reject any information that comes from Lifton—the more so when he 
can and does document it. 

As regards Thornley: my assistance to him was for the limited and specific purpose 

of obtaining legal assistance in defending himself egainst a ne n : 
reason to consider cynical, unfounded, and porsecutory, on th 

3 

18 

a source other than Lifton and quite independent of hin. Even if I believed tha ornley 
micht be guilty of perjury as charged——which I do not believe-—~—I would still regard him 

as entitled to tha best possibie legal representation, in the same way as any otner 
accused porson is so entitled. ff cannot ever forget that Lea Uswald was deprived of 

legal counsel and that many people were ready, on the basis of the aonarently damning 

"evidence" to sed him executed without a hearing and to applaud the crime. 

cr
 

3 wo
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Let me emphasize that in assisting Thornley, or anyone else in his nosition, I do not 
in any way “associate” myself with his beliefs, writings, or activities, and that I am rather 
surprised that such an assumption should be made. fhe more I dislike his political views, 

the more I am impelled as a matter of conscientse to extend support for the explicit and 
circumscribed purpose of legal representation against a charge which may or may not be 

warranted bed which I have reason to regard as false, knowinsly false, sand based on the 

very fact that Thorniey lecks funds to secure an able lesal counsel. And, Harold, there 
is no need for inference on your pert, or self-~scrutiny on my part, to determine that 

"in what I have done I was really fighting Garrison": I am an avowed critic and adversary 
of Garrison, which I have openly declared in conversation and in writing and in print for 

over a year. ‘There is nothing subtle, secret, subconscious, or Freudian in that--and I have 
eaiso made it clear that I am fighting Garrison for the very same reasons that I am fighting 

the Warren Cormission, and regard him with verhaps greater loathing for his unctuous pretense 
to ba on the side of the critics. Incidentally, since you suggest that Thornley's sin 

incinds his being an Ayn Rander, I think you should know that Garrison, too, is an ardent 

Zander, according to a number of Garrison's supporters and admirers wno took note of this 
when they visited his office and/or home. Thornley may be all the unpleasant things you 
suggzest (Oswald was supposedly a wife-beater), but he is still entitled to legal defense, 

and I absolutely refuse to entertain the notion that in assisting him to secure a lawyer 

i am thereby an advecate of woman~beating or of Ayn Rand or any other Thornley proclivity. 

I sam frankly surprised by your discussion of how my money might better huve been used 

and appalled by the innuendo that it may have been used to injure you. It never occurred to 
me that I required approval from anyone on how to dissose of my own money--which is sufficient, 



fortunately, to provide for research tools ag wall as for yarposes of conscience. 
Sven less did it occur to me that my unsolicited contribution to Thornley rer his 
iegal defense might be utilized for any other purpose whatscever, I made this 
denation in sood faith and unless I find any substantial evidence to the contrary 
will take it for granted that it was received and used in good faith. 

iowill say again, in order to be as clear and definite as humanly possible 
and to eliminate any risk of misunderstanding, that the more I may dislike the 
Shans, Bradleys, Thornleys, etc., the nore I feel obliged as a matter of plain 
decency to lean over backward to be fair and if necessary to provide support 
when such an individusl, largely because of his unpopular or repulsive ideas 
and activities, becomes the victim of manufactured and unconscionable charges, 
it is tragic that this country of robotic anti-Communists did not have the 
fairness and decency to insist all the more on the physical and legal protection 
of ice Harvey Oswald, because his alleged political coloration was offensive, and 
still permits the dirty fraud of the Warren Report to sit as "history," in large 
part because of prejudice against the falsely accused Oswald. 

{ have no intention of becoming the mirror-image of such a school of ethics 
and morals, and no intention of depriving any rignht-winger of a single lota of the 
legal rights or the presumption of innocence which Oswald should have received and 
woich I myself would wish to receive if ever the subject of an accusation. 
And I have no intention of accepting or supporting any "investigation," however much 
it may parallel ny own conclusions about the nature of the conspiracy that engineered 
the events of Dallas, which resorts to methods as bad as those of the Warren Commission 
or worse. 

#bile I am no less alert than you to signs of insanity and to indications of the 
fascist mentality, I see the site of these dangers as New Orleans primarily, in the 
context of your letter, and it remains incomprehensible to me that any critic of the 
#acrren Report can endow an unscrupulous charlatan like Garrison, clumsy and transparent 
as he is, with the attributes of heroian and sanctity. 

This letter, too, desands no reply. As you say, we are both occupied with other 
things, and should not belabor this question if it is to be of no avail. ian sending 
this reply, despite your thoughtful stipulation that it was not necessary, because some 
of your assumptions were unfounded and a clarification seemed essential lest those 
assunptions should seen, by default, to be valid, 

#ith personal regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
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