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County Clerk Says He Has©
D:acovarcd No Tgnﬂpr‘rmg i

o ;n S!fi

£

BY DAYVE .‘-'\IITll

. Yimes Stal Writep

Noev nlencc of tampering has been -

" found mor have wnauthorized per-

-sons been permitied to handle key - -
oxhibits from the Sirhan Bishara

Sirhan muvder Grial, Los Angeles

T County Clerk William G, Shar p as--. "
" ~cl ted T tesday. :

Sharp made I

i3
reviewing strict security measures

ey
~he sam W me employed to protuf tri--
‘. ai mazlerial in cu~£ou\ of hig office.”

In a lelter to the Bosrd cu Super-

'x.llelOl'l with the district atlor-

s oflice in a probe of possibilities |
‘ﬂ:u evidence in the azzazsination of

' ch Robertl F. Wennedy-—ineluding

the fatal bullets, murder wespon zm
b <f“.1ufo"a mat—-mn ha\‘e besn

oL l{)D .

 Sharp conceded that the e hlb]t;
. "hn\t hzen viewed, but said he has

no evidence that anyone but aitor-

S neys connected with the case, or
theiv agents, have had the opportu-

“rnity to handle

~ . themzelves,

*them—the pr
1tz a guestionr whether they k ad ac-
“eese lo certain 'hard' exhibite.”

l’le.m\ ']mn ta. If"‘l’ 21, Inl 3

“It's. abgoluiely true the e\ivbi

‘& hoen 3.’\‘c1‘?‘h‘=’ * Sharp said,

,} ,ﬂ-p-n-'--)'-)(!'w Hard oz '.l""ll‘ fr 5‘39‘
nzwodv se,

3 f'-z"l

(.Ul‘C'LI\Iﬁl'lb affc“

visors, Sharp efferved his cmrlﬂe;.r.

- - Sharp _
. granted 2ccess as an agent .

the key exhibii.s :

it lfrom Thnd Pa"‘t,
A,ftel

He' bert V.
t "sealed” .y .a.court order.

“order. peiiitted "courisel

hlblta ‘
* Sharp said a list of per-
“sons ‘asking to ekamine
the exhibits has been kept

- by his office. He estimated :

tho.t several dozen names

“were'in therecords.

- Ameng. them; he said,

©were tho se of Luke \ICI&IR- :
"‘ sack, Sirhan's defense
automatic -

. counsel in his
appeal before the Suprenie

“Court, dnd Willlam Har-
. -per,'i:’rin'linalist and hallis-
.- tics expert who has con- .
tended that ballistics work
_in the original investiga-

diman mieemm ol e a e e aal T
€0l Was GOLS HIHpPIopeity.,

said Harper "was

of Mchmack

'Stuctest Sex_unh'

Shalp told the \upelv
_sors. g
"At the ouL.et of the'case

provide the strictest secur-
it¥ o Sirhan exhibils. and
.1 personally ingpected the
securlt;y measures uhzch
* were instituted.

“"Price to the tuel the'

exhibits werz helld in a
wall-in * vault to
-only exhibit clerks had ac-
_cess—and within a safe
within that vault to which
-only the chief, the assis-
tant chief and the supervi-
sor of exhibits
"During the cours e of

the trial the exhibits were

transferred to the cowrt-

room  where they were,
special security by .

. given-
'the courtroom  clerk., At

1h° CUT‘:CIUaIOﬂ of the trial |

wers
io Lbc

"ﬂr.\:l.

;\Cgm xty."

: the Sx han Arial
- concluded, Supcrxor Judge .

: Walker - or- "
dered cer tam Key exhibits .

--But, Sharp said, the court -

of* record" and. attomeys :
- for both.: the ‘prosecution
~and defense, as well as

agents ‘foir those atfornevs, .
access to the cmual e\-.

I instructéed the criminal
division" of ‘my- officé {0’

i R ceivabiyv
which.. ion conceivabi

had access. | !
I about

}Tircan}; I‘msxb!c
Sharp-admitted . that
special security could

“have been ‘breached in the-

- Sirhan evidence, but said |
he has no knowledge of it. .

- In normal cases, he said,

the public is entitled to
. view evidence in any case
wheLe no. court order for-
. bids it. But even then the”
\endcncn iz restricted to an

_ area kept under close, sur-

velllzm"e
- Dist. Atty Josnph P,
BLLCh Jr. revealed over

the weekend “that his of-

fice was- "terribly con-
cerned" over ev 1dence that
the fatal bullets and tha

gan’ in the Kennedy case
mwht have been r‘Phnmc- .

tely or madvellenﬂv tam-
pezed wik I

‘This possﬂnh») co{_ld

obscure an earlier 'm\ esti- |

.gation “into charges that
ballistics work in the Sii-

3

" han trial violated Q"lUlh-'
. fic procedure. 3l

" Those charges, hased o’
- Harper's private investi-

gation, were lodged by at-
iorney Barbara Warner

" Blehr in an effort to block

the appointment of police
. criminalist DeWayne Wol-
+ fer as-head of the Los An-
© geles Police Depa1 troent

« cvime lab.

Harper and: Mrs. Blehr
have questioped whether
there might have been &

- second gunman firing at

Kennedy in. addition to
_Sirhan—a question which
only ‘bailistics investiga-
y could
suppors,

-Sharp told the supervi-
-sors that his efrice has
nore than 160,000 coimip-
al exhibits on hand at any
given time and takes in

P

50,000 each yeer, l

eV



