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(O the Warren Report)

Liebeler
L ]

There are some thiugs aboubt the Warrea Report, with all due respect,
that are pretty sioppy toe.

(Ou the single-missile theory, vs. an esrlier shot duriug the trees,
wheu asked "where did that bullet end up?h)

Whers did that bullet end wp? Well, that was the bullet—~that was
the bullet that came iuto the Presideut's back, and thei——aud theii,
came out his throat. (Pause) Well, that raises a problem, doesu't it?
ﬁ 83 yes; so thatts why I thl&aug%teg)a miuube, Jjust a miumbe,..hiud
that is why, Hr. Popkiu, I tbluk it DID go through the Presideit J§ first
timmemb aid hit the Goverior...

Griffin

It seems to me that the world is mot all black aud all white——the
FBI cai: make mistakes, and it can do some things right, and it did a
lot of thiugs right.

Liebeler

I agree 'm_th you on tha'b, there's no questiou about it., The fact

vhat the report says that all the evidence supports the one~bullet theory

is simply NOT eerrect——The Report is WROWG i. that respect, amxd there is
NO doubt about it. (Meagher: That's quite an addissioii.) That's guite

O

au admission?...When you fiud a statement like this iu the Report, aud I'm

goiug to trace this through eveuwtuslly and fiud oubt now it got iuto the
dreft and how it got iumto the Report » you're goiug to have to go back,
aad I'm in bhe process of writiug a book about ita...



(O the accuracy of the FBI reports) @
Griffia
SRR

We found so many mistakes iu the FBI report that if we had
published the report you people would really have had a field day.

Liebeler

(The Sibert-0'NWeill report) is simply a0t au accurate reflection

of the fiual couclusious that the autopsy surgeons arrived at because

they arrived af the conelusions after the FBT ag iad lefh, the FBI

had not received the autopsy report at the time they issned their

December 18th report (sic)s and it is a fact that FBI aud a very large
mumber of people, including most of the Commission staff, thought for
a loug time that three bullets™ were %irg.g.;.r.uﬁnd%c%ggu,t wubil Bm eee
mnpiyntmned the Zapruder film was brokeu dovm, frezme by frame, aud each
frame was examiued aud goue over with a fine tooth comb by magaifying
glass, the Commigsioi: learued that the FBI had HOT doue this, aud it
probably would uever have been don€e..this was sometime, I would say,
in February or March...You certaiuly cau't tax us with what the FBT
did on December 18th. Griffiu and I didu't even get to Washingbon

uutil the latter part of Jamuary.

(About the statemeut i the Forward to the WR that the FBI 5-volume
report was of priucipal importasce) You kuow why they put that in there

—-because they waubted to be iice to the FBT.
kb
M_“__’

Griflin
The FBI thought they would be helpful to us, aid they gave us these
sumaries, We immediately realized we'd be utber fools to write a report
W

basged ou those smmarles.

Iiebeler

The origiual FBI Summary Report is a thig=—iu fact, most of it is
in the back of this book (i.e., Tuguest). I read through it ouce, when
we Cirst came dowu here, put it aside, uever looked at it agalily and I
kiow that's what the other lawyers did too...Maybe it souuds as though

we lack humility to sit here aud say the FBI had dowe a VErYy PoOTr jobe.

They didu't have very much time to do 1t, you kuow, after all, but the

fact of the matter is that it was a preotty sloppy piece of work.

M S S

\
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AS a matter of fact it is not essential to the Goammission's conclusions
that the ome-bullet theory be ¥alid, This is very glibly assumed by most
people who disciss this question, bub it's really uot, for this reasou.

As a matter of fact, this Vtheory is more cousisteut with Goversor
Commally's testimomy. Goverior Commally testified that he heard a shot
before he was hit; aud it is possible...that the first shot was fired
before most people thick that it was. There's an oak tree there that sort
of obscures the view, but the first shot could have been Fired prior to the

Licbeler
TN

time—-while the limousise was partly obscured from the window by the tree,
because if you look at pictures that were taken from the sixth floor wWiudow
duriung the reenactment..,there are several times wheu the limousine appears
quite clearly through the tree, aud if you recall the fsct that the mai is
sitbinug up theré tryiug to track this limousiie térough a telescepic sight
-—Whe.: the car comes iuto view, he doesu't kuow...wheu he sees the car, he
fires. Tt's perfectly possible that he fired at a poiut wheu he saw through
the tree, before the poiut at which the Commission coscluded he did, The |
Commission cosciuded it was possible that this was doue; but if this was
dowe, then the Presideut might have. beer hit, if he had a delayed reactiow
—=if iideed he did, there is the problem of reactiosn time——but thew it is
possible for Oswald to have beew the lose assassiu, even if the siungle-
bullet theory is oot valid, aud I suggest that there isu't auy evidence

that mbfmmeilm valid  to iudicate that the siugle-bullet theory is uot valid.



&

Iiebeler

There's uo question about it--there is a couflict on the record, sgbout
whether bulle‘ij?? could have doue this—but I suggest there is_gothing ou
the record which PRECILUDES the possibility that 399 could have doue 'bh:.s.

tow the Commission doesn't conelude that 399 went through the Pres gnd wbhe
i i at all. It does s0

Tiis pessibility's been raised—that the bullet's been planted. now,
there's uo way——there!s 0 evideuce that the Commission was able to develop,

there's uothiug that we cas say here to;agm;, +e preciude the possxb:x_.f.z.‘by
that those bullets were planted--there's uo qaestmou about it.

e Asnaaamaail

(0ir the couciusion that Oswald was
present zt the window wheu the shobs

were fired.)
Liebeler

The eyewituess 1aeptu icatioi of Oswa._d at the wiudow is aot very

sbmug, a«ul bhe Comsm.oh is perfrectly forthrlg)nt in iadicatiug that

it is w0t very stroug, aud furthermore it says iu so mauy words that it

does uot rely ou Breuuau's testimouy, « vRommnss

«seThere really isilt
a great deal of eyemtuess testimomny putting Oswald iu the *vzndcw, ot
very much that Itd be williug 0 Tely Ofisee '

Griffia

The critical question was, was Oswald the assassia, aid the evidence
that the Commission relied oir in this respect——ad it was uob ¥Mr. Bre:uau
—~-was the fact that he owned and had possessiou of the weapos: which was
used to fire bullet uc. 399; the fact that the rifle was fouud in bhe
buildiug on the sixth floor immedistely aiter the shooting; the fact that
there were Fiugerpriuts and nembewns palmpricts oun the cartons that were
gtacked up iu the window aid on the paper bag; the fact that he killed
patrolman Tippit (ILAUGHTER); The fact that—%ell, uow, the poiit iS...T



say it for this reason——%tthat what Mr Sauvage has doue here -and what

. seems t0 be the fashiou these days is to lay the straw ma: about Hr.
Srenusan, whom t he Cemmission did uot rely oui, and then to ask a iet
of questious as if that Pears upou the issue of why the Cpmmission
eoucluded that Oswald was the assasslii.

Iiebeler

There's 1o questiou—-there!s uo question but that the evidence
iudicatiug that Oswald was actually at thabt-—the direct evidence ou
this question is probably, wheu you look at the whole thiug, the oue
Ou Which there is the least direct evideuce at all, because there isal't
aiy eyewitness that you can pug your Piuger oy that Hitbm I'd be » or that
the Compisgion was Williug t0yely ow to piace Oswald in: bhe Window,
+oolt was possible for Oswald to have been abt the wiidow at that mpotmb

time, becsuse he was uobt placed in aiuy other vosition, he was ia the
) _ , b 2

building...it was possible for him to be at the wiudow aund there is some
evideuce suggestiﬁg that he Was—-—itl!s ot stroug, bub it's cousistent

with tke other evidence, and wheu you take the whole thiug together, the

circumstaitial evidewuce :‘mdicates that he was vexy likely at the wiudow

e

at the bime of the assassiuabioi...the fach bhat Oswald's fiugerpriuts

were ou the cartous have no probative value =

im whatsoever
e ———

g s

0:i: the issue of whether he was in the window or not, because he worked

Mepesitom, e could have pub his priats there at any time.
— -

—————

Griffi

I am wot sayiug positively (that Oswald was at the wiudow).
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(Ou the statemeut iu the WR that the ammudtios was receub
and is curreutly mauwufactured)

Iicbeler

It is quite true that one of thke sectious s @i appeudix, deals with
speculations and rumors, and oue of the ~speculations and rumors was that
the ammuaitiou was faulby or defective...old aud unreliable? all right——

old aud uureliable. The...gppeudix erroneously states that the ammuuitios
is beiug mauufactured cu:c‘renm*&he.persou who wrote the rumors and
speculations section just dida't read carefully that material referred to
in ancbher appediX.. .1t was g mishake in the Report, there!s no question
about it...Now, what's the POINT...if the ammumitiou has wob beeu

- manufactured siuce World War IT if iu fact a5 you well kuow there wasu't

a siugle misfire iu the eutire series of tests thait were coudicted...

Meagher The poiab is that you canmot rely upon assertions in the Report

~-that is the poiit.

Liebeler You're goiug to hang the whole Report becanse of this mis'taiie?

Meagher There are mauy others.

Liebeler There are mauny other mistakes like this iu the Report, thab! s
correchs .. (Lavghter) (Garbled aud overlap) ... You haveu't reglly got
golug yet—I can go to the Béport and find all kiuds of mistakes like bhat

eoobub I do';ft doublt for oue secoiid..sbut I dou't think i‘or one mimbe—-T

persoually dou't have auy doubt that the basic couclusions in the Revort,
that the Commissicu reached, are correct, iu spite of the fact that there
are peripheral errors like this, there's uwo questioun but what there are...



- (Oun the autopsy photographs)
Griffia

I did wot say that these were uot important, and frankly, if I had
been couducting the iuvesbigation, I would have produced them, I would
have show: them to the Commission...it would have been é%ﬁ better for
the Commissiou to have brought these eut, to have showu them to the
staff staff who were iavestigabing this who would have used them iu their
examination of thed doctors...but the fact is that we did not have those
aud so what we are left with is the autopsy surgeoans, aud I kuow of
wothiog that would indicate that these avtopsy surgeouss were iluaccurate
Oile s Jmeasurement and what they saw, or thalb they were iuvolved iu some
Iigd of couspiracy to couceal evideuce.

Iiebeler

For some reason or ovher, I thiik it was the Chief Justice, coucluded

" that he dide't waut evidence before the Conmission that he could not make

available to the public...iow, T'm uob tryiug to justify or excuse what

was doue iu this seuse, because I'm with Mr. Griffiu—if it had been my
decision whether ot look at the pié’cures or wuob, I haven!lt auy questiou
What I would have done—-I would have looked at them. - Aud the Commissioun
should have looked-‘;ﬁhém, _};};nt'tizey didu't,..because for some reason or

other, the Chief Justice didu't waub to see them—-whether it was because
e, 3 " W
of a matter of taste.

Irviug Howe

EVPHAAeRRAENE T waub 10 address this guestiou to Mr. I.iebelef and
¥r, Griffiu: I thiok you are iu a very special situatioa here, which is
- sharply differeut from that of the people ou the obher side of the room.
They can be inept, or irrespousible, aud T thiuk some of them were at the
very least tounlght inept, and it deoesu!'t make auy differeice—— it makes wo
differeuce whatsoever, because they are speaking as private iﬁéividuais;
aud if they're iuept, someoue else will be skillful in the presentation of



&
their poiut of view. But T must say, listeuiug touight, I fouud myselif
shocked, Just about five mimutes ago I thought you were doing a pretity
deceit job ow behalf of your poiut of view wheu Jou admit that there is
very importaunt hard evidence which is not pub.b.cly ewarz_lable, and It1l te.Ll
yw~ Because all uight loag youtve been Sayiigs vwe"fl,
wi cau't be sure about Poiut A, bubt theu there's point ABCDZYZ, Poiut 2
is circumstautial, Poiut C is probabile s> Poiut B is a questmu, Poiut D we'tre
40t snre.of, Now here is somethz_ug that appare.itly is concrebe aud specific

and ot availsble, S

Iiebeler

What T am doiuge..at this poiut is that I'm goiug through the 26
volumes and all of the evideuce, aid I'm iu the process of writing a book,
describiug what the Commissiowu did, how it worked, and to seb forth, to
bale the basic propositious that are imvolved o the guestion of Oswaldts
guilt or iunoceuse, aud to set hB forth all bhe evideice ou both sides of
this questious iu the book, and this is somethiug, frawkly, that t?m
Report should have doge. It didu't. There's 1o gquestion but whab ‘bhe
Commission reached a.conclusioux after cousideration, it didu't come: in

to the iluvestigabion with the comzmsaou aJ_readJ formed, but durlug the
course of the iuves

1a.<,10a these coucliusious were reached, and masy pdrts
of the Reporb were written in a mauser that, that, they ouldy set forth
the evz.dedce that supports these conclus.mus. How, T vhiuk it is 1mpossible

'for auy huma_u beiopg at this peiut, and T meau aiy human beiug, 1o matter hew
familiar he is with the details, to sit dowii and make awy iibelligent
debermiuation about whatls really goilug ou here, becausé arguments are beiug
made ou both sides aud facts are being misrepreseunted ard distorted aud in bthe
heat of argument I prabably doui't set forth all the facts that I would on calm
deliberatiou., Aud whewn Ifve doue’ th::.s work, and I hope it will be dcme by
spriug, I11l certaiuly be iu a bebter positiou to make a determiuation about
this. But I thiuk it is wufair to suggest that T haveu't thought sbout it or

somehow to suggest that the people who were iuvolved inu this—maybe Wheu you

kiow some of the faets about the way the Com:.ss:.o“ operated, you cau better

""*""‘““"‘*M,_~~—~“

appreciate the positio:n The staff was iu, wder the circumstaneces, aud after

you thought what you, 3ir, would have dome iu the same or similar circiumstauces.
T

I'm wot askiug to be absolved of any respousibility for anything L had
anythiig to do with~~Itm uot asp_:u._w it nwow aund I'm not go:.ug to .ask for it—-Itm

Just goiug to asxk you to cousider both sides of the qiESulOil i’a}rly and the:



@

make up your owu miud about Whefher the basic couclusions of the Report are
correct or uob.

(Ou the Iiebeler Memoraidum)

The criticism I was making was directed at the w v theReport was
written, mh not at the iuvestigation itself. The Report should have
been written to set forth the evidence on all sides 5 on both sides of
the question. Tt wasu't...okay, that's the way it goes...

Robert Lowell  If the Dallas Police ghmrm or the FRI foerged evideuce,
would you be able to deteect it?

Griffin I (pause) I think that (pause) aud bhis is bakiag back 40 a
suggestion I made earlier here (pause)lthixk it would be a very, very
difficult thing (pause} to {pause) if—%be*'e were falsification——well just
m from my own experience——I... am satisfied from my
iuvestigation that we did uot rely (pause) very much that auy Police

officer iu Dallas told us about vhat particular iype of activity. iow,
ccu.Ld we prove clearly iu what way they were Iyiug or nisrepreseunbiug,

WY@H waut to use about it (pause) it would be very, very
difficult..,let me carry this a 1ittle further, Mr., Lowell. I think we
T A . -

iuterests which, if thev were falsifyiug aud if we probed, they would

be inclined to cover up, Aud to zet back to what I was suggesting
before, I thiuk we ueed a careful examitation by law professors, aud by
people who are experienceé in iwvestigatious, to sharpeu éur tools of
luvestigabionsss I am not at all sure that itts humanly possible to
solve this problem.



(Ou the position of the back wouud)

TIiebeler
w

I thick what we'lre deali.g with all the way through here is
possibilities...What is really the likely possibility--that these
three physicians were mistakeu, or that the FBI agents who overheard

some couversations of autopsy surgeons were mistaken, or that the
guys who reepacted this thing were mistakei.

Heagher
SR

This was reeuacted under the supervision of Mr. Rankiu aud
Mr. Specter.

griffin
s

Well, they're .ot GOD.



