
“ ~ "Of all the books 
. Written on the 

_- Kennedy assas- 

~ comes closest to 

‘on the subject.” 

“/“Itis a massive, 
- thorough and 

“not previously 

explored.” 

and: ereed aboard | the 

—Léo Sauvage 

y —MarkL ane 

: 4b 
, Hal 

HOCKING EXrosE: of the A: 
ON: THE BOUNTY, TWO TeanS. BEFORE THE, ‘MAST, and: the’ 
-MEMOIRE of CASANOVA rolled inte one: action-packed novel |; 
Tesonnting to the rnakish realism of our times. Tner¢edible revelation 
Of mural decay, Iieit love, S tdcin ina breakdown, unbridted passion 

_-. sination.... this one 

“being the reference 

accurate work and 
- it contains material - 

at all bookstores $8.50 

ravers 

- Aecessories After the Fact: 
The Warren Commission, The Authorities & The Report 

by SYLVIA MEAGHER 
introduction by Léo Sauvage 

continue to appear.” 

oho 

ato ao 
This povlatore rice, § PEGE is a LIMITED TIME offer. 

. DORSET PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. NYT, P.O. Box 246, Rancocas, N. J. 08073 

-® freighter -flymge the ND, 
ov 

c.:$4.95 (postpaid) 

Like io laff? 
Make a others laff? 

Written by top 
showbiz gagmen. 

= ‘Seed $1 for coment issue of bowls. LAUGHS 
~ DRLIMITED, 105° W. 45th St, NLY.C. 10036 

32 ~ 

Gags for Wags!/ 

Funny Newsletter 
The latest original jokes. 

SWINGING. VIRGINS 
SWAP gray doys dnd dirty shush gy 
for warm beaches, beautiful seas, 
trade winds and bargain juxuries. 

Read obovt it. T yeor, 32 issues, $5.50 

“,.. an extremely thorough analysis, providing 
a most formidable reinforcement for the view | 
that the investigation must be reopened... I 
doubt if anyone—even the members of the War- 
ren Commission—Inows the ... . hearings as 

_ Sylvia Meagher does.” 
— Conor CRUISE O'BRIEN - 

.I imagine it will continue to be the book 
of major reference after all the new volumes 

— Masxwe.. Grisman 

“,.. the most exhaustive-and objective evalu- 
ation of the Warren Report yet ..:more than - 
a Inere compendium of errors; it is a definitive 
analysis . .. Other books have attempted to cat- 
alog errors... but they cannot compare with 
Mrs, Meagher’s... In-a sense it completes the 

~ Warren Report by supplying the contradictory _ 
. evidence the Commission ignored or missed.” . 

—Epwarp J. Epstem, Book World . 
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sponsiveness are models of the 
use of that freedom which Mr. 

Hall correctly but clumsily de- 
fends as everyone's prerogative. 

’ JEFFREY WILLIAMS, 
Wilton, Conn. 

The Chelsea 
To THE Epitor: 

REGRET to inform you that 

Tam not biologically adapted 
for the role of “prostitute” and 
“whore” ascribed to the owner 
of the modestly famous dog 
Regret by Richard R. Lingeman 

in his article on the Chelsea 
Hotel (Dec. 24). I resided for 
many years at the Chelsea and 
was the owner of the smali 
animal Mr. Lingeman describes~ 

. as “a mangy little dog named 
Regret”: belonging to a “pros- 
titute” and as “a whore’s dog 
named Regret.” Regret, who 
lived for 15 healthy and joyous 
years. and never suffered a case 
of mange, was named for the 

only filly who ever won the 
Kentucky Derby. 

As the author of 21 books 
and some 5,000 newspaper and 
Magazine articles, I have been 
called many things, not all of 
them complimentary,: but it re- 

mained for Mr. Lingeman and 
The Times to print the unfit 
news that appeared in his 
article. I have been told by 
The Times that Mr. Lingeman 
resided at the Chelsea for a 
week while collecting material 

for his article. It is fortunate 
he did not stay longer, since 
he managed to acquire such an 
amazing amount of .misinfer- 
mation in so short‘a.period. 

; Davip ALEXANDER. 
New York City. ~. 

review. Chinua Achebe’s’ ‘novel 

“Arrow of God,” since it is ob- 
~vious that he understood noth- 

ing about the novel. In every 

paragraph of his review, Mr. 
Christ shows his ignorance of 
the contemporary African 

novel. ., 

“Mr. Christ appears to be par- 

ticularly disturbed that “Ar- 
row of God” won the Jock 
Campbell New Statesman 

Award for African writing. (At 
least he keeps returning to this 
fact in his review.) So what 
‘does he do? After quoting one 
of Achebe’s proverbs, Mr. 
Christ goes on to condemn 

24h 

- saying 
Achebe’s writing “abilitiés by © 

“No American or Eng-- 

lish novelist could have writ- 
ten such sentences.” I thought 
that critic Christ. realized that 
Achebe is not an American. 
Nor an Englishman. Indeed, 
Achebe is a very poor Ameri- 
can or English novelist. My 

guess is that Mr, Christ would 
also be a very poor Nigerian 
novelist. 

Mr. Christ is also disturbed. 
by what he considers to be the 
novel's slight plot line. One 
would assume that Mr. Christ 
had never read a plotiess novel 
before. Wasn’t that a com- 
plaint about the novel 30 or 40 

years ago? But the most starti- 
ing revelation in his review is 
his statement about culture 
and <Achebe’s use. of what 
Mr. Christ thinks is local color. 
Christ pushes, this aside by tell- 
ing us that this would best be 
left to “the anthropologists 
[who] are now doing the job 
so much better.” This is indeed 
news to be heralded through- - 
out. the world. Ask any 
African anthropologist about 

Achebe, and he will inform you 

that no one will ever get closer 
to the Ibo than Achebe has 
done, 

CHARLES R. LARSON. 
Bloomington, ‘Ind. 

Mr. Christ replies: 

A rabbit (as Konrad Lorenz 
tells us) will suddenly rise on 
its hind feet and box furiously, 
and a wolf may bare its teeth 
and snap viciously; an acade- 
mician can grow cranky and 
shout “Incompetence!” The 
very bad manners, in-each case, 
come from that imperative im- 

’. pulse “to - protect: ‘a. stakéd-out - 

ognize: that; it: dées’ not“try 
“cbe “plotless,” but would “have - 
“been far better if it. had,. for. 
what Mr. Achebe is able to. pro- 
‘vide is a pattern of culture; not 
an imagined fiction. Perhaps it 
is true that no one will ever 
get closer to the Jbo than 
Chinua Achebe—I admit P’m 
not so prescient as “any” Afri- 
can anthropologist apparently - 
is—but, hopefully, someone will 
write a better novel about the 
Ibo. So far, however, anthro- 
pologists and students of cur- 
rent affairs have not found a 

way: of telling us who writes 
the best novels; and as it 
stands, Mr, Larson's letter fails 

to offer a single defense of | 
Achebe’s book as a novel. 
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