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Letters 

Death In Dallas 

Dear Sir: 

I wish to commend the Post for its 
continuing exploration of the evi- 
dence relating to the assassination of 
President Kennedy. The article THE 
Cross FirE THat Ki_tep Presi- 
DENT KENNEDY by Josiah Thompson 
[December 2] represents, I feet, a log- 
ical interpretation of the facts sur- 
rounding that dark day in Dallas 

four years ago. JAMES THORNTON 

St. Ann, Mo. 

Dear Sir: 
As a confirmed critic of all pre- 

viously published material on the 
Kennedy assassination, the Keystone 
Kops’ comedy of errors surround- 
ing the investigations, and the in- 
creasing number of amateur sleuths 
and opportunists who seek to exploit 
the tragedy, may I compliment the 
Post on Josiah Thompson’s article. 
Up to this point I was among the 
many who said ho-hum and was will- 
ing to accept the bungling official ver- 
dict that the case was closed. That's 
impossible now, thanks to Thompson 
and the Post for presenting meticu- 
lous medical data and eyewitness re- 
ports that clearly validate the re- 
opening of the case. 

J. DAVID COLOMBO 

Detroit. Mich. 

Dear Sir: 
Cheers for your courageous edito- 

rial THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION: 
SomETHING RotTeEn .. . [December 2] 
calling for a new investigation. How 
long can our indignation be ignored? 

CHARLES E, HURLBURT 
North Chelmsford, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 
’ Dr. Thompson preys on the Amer- 
ican public’s natural desire to find 
some sort of meaning in President 
Kennedy’s death. How much more 
satisfying had Mr. Kennedy been 
killed by a band of conspirators 
rather than by a weaselly psycho- 
pathic jerk! The effort serves to pad 
the author's wallet and, in this case, 
to fill the coffers of the Pest. Beyond 
this, it is difficult to see any reason 
for publishing such trash, and there 
is certainly no excuse for supporting 

it editorially. ne CHARLES K. 2UG I 
Bethlehem. Pa. 

Dear Sirs 
You may be criticized for printing 

portions of Mr. Thompson’s book. It 
is indeed unfortunate that many 
Americans, including some top gov- 
emment agencies, would rather anes- 

thetize their intellects than search 
for the truth. Though Mr. Thomp- 
son’s article is not tke answer, it does 
shed light on facts that should not be 

ignored. MILES C, ZIMMERMAN 
Lawrence, Kans. 

Dear Sir: : 
The lack of footnotes in my article 

. Tay have given readers the mistaken 

impression that two important dis- 
coveries were my own, when in fact 
they were made by other researchers. 
It was not I, but nayand paces of 
Los Angeles. Who first notic e 
buckle of the governor’s shoulder at 
Zapruder frame 238. This collapse. 
one of three indices of a bullet hit at 
this point, was first spotted by Mr. 
Marcus in the spring of 1965 and is 
noted in his monograph 7hke Bastard 
Builel. Another important fact— 
namely, that all the Secret Service 
agents accompanied the motorcade 
to the hospital—was first. discovered 
by Sylvia Meaahes af New York City 
and 3s mentioned in her book, Acces- 
sorties After the Fact. 

JOSIAH THOMPSON 
OTa, Fa. 

Sir: 
Josiah Thompson states: “To 

{Abraham Zapruder’s] left, 200 feet 
away, stood the Texas School Book 
Depository building, To his right 
there was a triple underpass... etc.” 
it seems to me that if your pictures 
of that day in Dallas (on pages 28 and 
29) are printed correctly, someone is 
mixed up; for the Book Depository 
would be to Zapruder’s right and the 
underpass to his left—just the oppo- 

_ site of what your pictures show—un- 
less Zapruder was standing on his 
head while taking pictures. 

A. L. BRAY 

Oreland, Pa, 

Abraham Zapruder wasn’t the only 
person who broughl a camera ta photo- 
graph tke presidential motorcade that 
day, Besides the much publicized Zap- 
ruder movie film, the FBI has on file 
other amateur photographs of the con- 
fusion in Dealey Plaza; and the four 
pictures published by the Post were 
taken by three other byslanders—who 
were watching on the side of Elm Street 
opposite Mr. Zapruder.—Ed. 

Dear Sir: 

Tre Cross FirE THAT KILLED 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY seems to have 

a cross fire of its own. If the presi- 
dential limousine was at the spot in- 
dicated by your picture and diagram 

on page 27 when the first shots were 

fired, then the picture on the left of 
page 28—“Just before the firing be- 
gan. ...”” —must be incorrectly cap- 
tioned. HENRY HORRES JR. 

Charleston, S.C. 

Josiak Thompson also observes thal the 

caption may be misleading. “The pic- 

ture was laken not ‘jusi before ihe firing 
began,’” he says, “but just before the 
President was struck in the head bv ihe 
jinal bullets.” --Ed. 

Gentlemen: 
Mr. Kennedy has been dead four 

years. Can't you let him alone? Per- 
sonailly I have a bit more faith in the 
Warren Commission than you do. 

MRS. ARTHUR MAZUR 
Tueson, Ariz. 

Dear Sirs: 
In the aftermath of that tragic day, 

it is understandable that the Warren 
Commission was extremely hesitant 
to conclude that more than one as- 
sassin shot Kennedy. At that time. 
such 2 finding would have had a dras- 
tic effect upon the nation, Now, how- 
ever, the possibility of the truth of 
that conclusion must be squarely 
faced. 

Hopefulty the members of the com- 
mission were as deeply disturbed by 
Josiah Thompson's analysis as I was. 
Painful as it may be, the country de- 
serves answers to the questions which 
have been raised, 

NEILL H. HOLLENSHEAD 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Romney marches on 

Dear Editor: 

I have just read your article 
GEORGE ROMNEY: BATTERED BUT 
UNBOWED in the December 2 issue. I 

was very much impressed by Jules 
Witcover’s style of writing—it made 
excellent reading, 

Even though Romney has been 
counted out by politicians, pollsters 
and press, he brushes aside the doom- 
sayers and plunges on to the ap- 
proaching primaries. Only the future 
will tell—it wil! be interesting to see 

the results. KAREN GILBERTSON 
Minot, N. Dak. 

Dear Editor: 

A friend of the late President Ken- 
nedy quotes him as saying that he 
would hate to have to rum against 
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George Romney. Think of how much 
greater a menace Romney must be to 

LBJ.t T. J. BURGESS 

Great Falls, Va. 

Dear Sir: 
Already Romney is beginning to 

whine a familiar complaint about in- 
adequate reporting. Perhaps. gov- 
ernor, you might see if Barry Gold- 

water has a shoulder to cry on. 

BILLY E, WHITE 
Pontiac, Mich. 

Sticks in a fix 

Sirs: 
Amen to your Speaking Out con- 

tributor Franklin H. Ornstein for his 
article Loca, GovERNMENr Is A 
FArcE [December 2}. The only trou- 
ble is that Mr. Ornstein didn’t go far 
enough—you could have devoted 

pages to spelling out the ills of local 
government in America and have had 
plenty of copy to spare, 

If we don’t change the direction of 
local government fast, urban rot will 
pollute the nation. Mr. Ornstein’'s 
suggestion for the formation of a 
Local Government Improvement Cor- 

poration is a very useful one and 
should be pursued. 

JOHN PRESTON CREER 

Former Couniy Commissioner, 

Sait Lake City, Utak 

Editor: 
As an observer of and even a par- 

ticipant in both focal and state gov- 
ernment for many years, I can certify 
to the truth of every word Mr. Orn- 
stein says. I quite agree that as long 
as state and federal governments 
lend a helping hand by contributing 
large sums of money, the necessary 
steps to stop duplication and waste 
will not be taken; and without such 
action, our wasted money will go on 

to grease the pockets of the petty 
politicians, and the inattentive and 
apathetic taxpayers will continue to 
bear the heavy burden they now 

carry. REUBEN A. LAZARUS 
New York, NVY. 

The Rainmaker 

Gentlemen: 
Let me express my thanks to you 

for printing the best and funniest 
short story I have read all year. 
William Humphrey’s THE RaA!n- 

MAKER in the December 2 issue is 

terrific. * MICHAEL MURPHY 
Big Sandy, Tex. 

Dreamy research 

Dear Editor: 
Ged bless you, Post, and author 

- Max Gunther [Way Do You Dream? 
December 2]! Now instead of blast- 
ing myself as an idiot when I wake up 
in the middle of the night for no ap- 
parent reason, I can lightheartedly 

return to sleep. blaming it all on my 
ox, =. Ped 

Temming. SHARON M. CARBERRY 
Rhinebeck. N.Y. 

Dear Sir: 
If one of those “cheerful voices” in 

Max Gunther’s article telephoned 

and woke me up in the middle of the 

night with ‘‘anything going through 

your mind?” I think Pd give him a 

piece of it! ANNE 10RIZZ0 
Scarsdale, N.Y.
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Gover 2.) By Ollie Atkins and Duce Altie 

From the Editor 
We have just been through a warm and resonant season that puts a lot of emphasis on 

- the home—I would like to deal briefly with the matter of getting there. “Rolling on home” 
is a lucky facility that most of us have in abundance. Next to loving one’s home, getting 
there is the most important thing. And hundreds of millions of people on this earth roll 
on home at the end of every working day and are not at all surprised when they arrive, 

Even animals have an amazing endowment of the homing instinct. You've seen movies 
about red setters who team up with badgers and tomcats and beat their way thousands of 
miles home, By and large, critters have a mysterious directional system that science is just 
now learning about. Migratory birds, like rich folks, have winter and summer homes, so 
homecoming for them is seasonal and more complex. 

Now some people get home late, and some few don’t get there at all. They fail for rea~ 
sons that range from just plain carelessness to being swallowed by pythons, But it is evident 
that fortime gives special dispensation to the homeward bound. Drunks obviously have 
the assistance of divine providence. They sometimes seem to be taking several different 
routes at once in a sort of rolling merger that leads miraculously into one definite line 
pointing home. In New York City, which is unforgiving in the main, I have seen men who . 
could barely stand, fording traffic and successfully launching themselves on complicated 
three-stage trips to the suburbs. I followed one knee-walking gentleman, lurehing and 
fading, who made his way to Larchmont, all the while balaneing a Lady Baltimore cake 
that he had doubtless procured to propitiate a judgment that lay-in wait for him. 

And home need not be elaborate, just firmly fixed. I remember the story of the bum in 
England who slept in a field in a suitcase. A dismayed onlooker saw his legs dangling out 
and summoned the constabulary, who swnmarily roped the area off and cautiously ap- 
proached the body. Then they discovered that the bum was quite aliveand congenial, and was 
in fact a rare case of a man who was slightly larger than the home to which he was devoted. 

In the mind’s eye there is the vision of home as a place whe one is rested, healed, 
refreshed and somehow rewound for the rigors of life. Un- 

til the nature of life itself changes, we can use all of the yZ WA Saws D0 
help that nature can muster to keep us rolling on home. q


