
U. §. 18 QUESTIONED 
ON SECURITY POLICY 
F. B. 1. Inquiries Bar Hiring 
of Americans by the World 
Health Body, Parley Hears 

United States security. checks 
make it virtually impossible for the 
World Health Organization to em- 
ploy American health experts, it 
Was charged yesterday. 

The accusation wags made at the 
first annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Citizens- Committee for the 
World Health Organization by Dr. 
Frank W. Reynolds, former medi- 
cal officer of the world group, now 
medical director of the Saratoga 
Springs Commission, At a forum 
on “World Health and the Ameri- 
can People’ at the New Yorker 
‘Hotel, he asserted that the present 
inquiries by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation made employment of 
Americans by the World Health 
Organization “so difficult that in 
actual practice none has been re- 
cruited since the requirement went 
inte effect.” 

Moreover, he added, the inquiries 
“are costly; ‘they have proved to be 
unproductive; and they compromise 
the effectiveness of W. H. O, by 
denying the organization the serv- 
ices of competent American health 
experts,” 

In some of W. H. O. projects, he 
said, Americans appointed to the 
teams have not participated be- 
cause of the delays caused by the 
investigations. Clearance takes 
from three ‘to six months, and in 
some cases as long as eight 
months, he said. 
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Dr. Reynolds recalled that dur- 
ing the first World Health Assem-, 
bly.a@ proposal that all members of 
the Secretariat be cleared by their, 
respective governments before they; 
were accepted “was roundly de- 
nounced.” 

‘Despite this, he said, the United 
States requires a full field investi- 
gation of any prospective Ameri- 
can employes. It was “difficult to 
understand,” he said, “why this 
should be necessary.” | 

“One can and should question 
whether this requirement serves 
the best interest of our country 
since it compromises the efficiency 
of W. H. 0., an organization whose 
work is dedicated to world peace,” 
he said. 

Walter M. Kotschnig, of thei 
State Department, declared that 
the security checks were made as 
a means of assuring the American 
people that Americans appointed 
to world health work teams had: 
satisfactory backgrounds. ; 

Tle forum was held in connec- 
tion with the annual meeting this 
week of. the American Public 
Health Association and forty re- 
lated organizations at the Statler 
and New Yorker Hotels. 

Prof. Samuel Z Levine of the| 
New York Hospital-Cornell Medi- 
cal Center, Medical Consultant to 
the world health group, said the 
United States” could not “go it 
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