
I believe that primal attitudes toward life and death 

_ Piolence in which we all live, 9: | 
’ — Sen. Claiborne Pell 

Ds Four years ago, ata dinner party given by the sen- 
ior senator from Rhode Island, the guests got into a 

_ discussion on whether consciousness survives our 
: death. The subject proved so intriguing, with so many 

g different facets, that all the guests agreed it would 
nake a most exciting sympositm. 

Aud ‘unlike most great. dinner-table ideas, this one 
was bi lied and sweated into reality. This past week- 

ogsetousness and Survival,” sponsored by the 
i of Noetic Sciences and the’ ubiquitous Smith- 

sw well over 500 people to the Georgetown 
ampus f fora acres of talks by. internation- 

set the ethicgl environment and range of peace and 

‘Taylor at symposium on the hereafter. - 

_« Pell outlined four broad points of view on ‘thie sul 

Br 

to feel it was a landmark in the growing general tec- 
ognition that life after death is worth serious siento , 
and scientific study. . 

gtesd ToT 

ject: “the possibility of reincarnation, where the soul — 
remains,. with or without memory”;. the idea of. the. 
Great One “that the soul and its accompanying i . 
ory joins”; simple oblivion; and “the idea that the’ 
dividual soul with its accompanying memory lines OEY 
eternally.” 

He also listed a fifth approach: that “what will 
pen is what you believe will happen.” 

The audience had come from all over the No . 
to hear about such increasingly popular subject 

See LIFE, 84,063 ie
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From 
B1 near-death 

experi- 
out-of-body 

‘experiences, 

ences, 
memories 

of 
“past 

lives,” 
parapsychology 

and 
assorted 

ways 
of 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
i
n
g
 

with 
the 

ab- 

sent 
and 

the 
dead. 

What 
they 

got 
was 

a 
deadly 

serious, 
scholarly 

examination 
of 

how 
. main- 

stream 
science 

is 
responding 

to 
the 

mounting 
| 

p
i
l
e
 of evidence 

and 
speculation 

on 
these 

things. 

In 
the 

Saturday 
sessions, 

various 
positions 

on 

the 
question 

were 
outlined, 

Antony 
Flew, 

an 
Ox- 

ford 
educator 

now 
with 

the 
Social 

Philosophy 

Center 
in 

Bowling 
Green, 

Ohio, 
led 

off 
with 

a 

frontal 
attack 

on 
the 

notion 
that 

mind 
and 

brain 
are 

‘separate 
entities. 

He 
questioned 

the 
very 

idea 
that 

a 
mind 

or 
soul 

could-be 
considered 

an 

“entity” 
or 

substance 
while 

remaining 
incorpo- 

rea S
o
m
e
 
scientists 

and 
philosophers, 

he 
said, 

tend 
to 

be 
confused 

among 
“the 

words 
‘minds’ 

or 
_|-. 

‘souls’ 
or 

‘selves’ 
construed 

as 
referring 

to 
a 

pe- 
culiar 

kind 
of 

substance, 
and 

the 
same 

words 
in- 

t
e
r
p
r
e
t
e
d
 as 

referring 
to 

aspects 
or 

capacities 
or 

dispositions 
of 

quite 
ordinary 

people. 

“We 
are 

by 
this 

got 
into 

Wonderland, 
where 

grins 
are 

said 
to 

survive 
the 

disappearance 
of 

the 

faces 
of 

which 
they 

are 
a 

sort 
of 

configuration,” 

said 
Flew. 

Charles 
Tart 

of 
the 

University 
of 

California 
at 

Davis 
discussed 

altered 
states 

of 
consciousness 

from 
emotional 

peaks 
and 

troughs 
to 

dreams 
and 

beyond, 
to 

telepathy, 
‘clairvoyance 

and 
precog-' 

nition. 
Stanislav 

Grof, 
a 

Czech 
‘scholar 

‘now. at 

»-Esalen ‘Institute in Big 
Sur, 

Calif., 
-into 

-various. 
transpersonal 

S
e
r
e
 

no 
al 

perceptions.” 
t
a
h
 

Ace 
B
e
 f, 

‘on his 
30,5 e

a
r
s
 of résearch 

into: 
wn 

“states 
‘of 

conscigi usness, 
‘he 

said, he. 
perceived 

categories: “al bility. to : identity 
prol oundly 

pit 

ile 

ugusuial 

delved 
further. 

experiences 
that. 

‘ 

‘ ideas, 
as 

C6. 

-gsearched, 
and 

John 
Hick 

of 
Clarémont 

Graduate 
_. 

School 
in California 

cited 
the 

work 
of spiritualists 

; 

'. and 
mediums 

from 
the, 19th 

century 
on, 

... “At 
bodily 

death,” 

i 
‘of 

the 
thillions 

who 
ess 

of 
life’s 

vagaries, 
seem 

fitted 
for 

eternal 

mait 
e 

Cambridge-educated 
Ti- 

betan 
scholar, Sogyal 

Rinpoche, 
to 

caution 
those 

preoccupied 
with 

life after 
death 

that 
“the 

dain 
point 

of 
life 

and 
death is 

how 
we 

live 
now. 

What 

‘you 
will 

b
e
 is 

what 
your do 

now, 
The 

next 
minute 

is 
a reincarnation 

of 
this 

minute.” 
Laughing 

heartily 
at 

the 
notion 

of 
reducing 

the 

teachings 
of 

the 
East 

to 
a 
40-minute 

talk, 
he 

re- 

minded 
the 

audience 
of 

Buddha’s 
teaching 

that 
the 

point of life is 
the 

understanding 
of 

ourselves 
- 

- 
and 

that 
we 

should 
try 

to 
view 

life 
and 

death 
as 

a 

~ 
complete 

whole. 
Surely the 

most 
original 

contribution 
was 

from 

: 
fF 

Rupert 
Sheldrake, 

the British 
botanist 

whose 
hy- 
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F postr 

Symposium 
spoaker 

Charles 
Tart. 

dence 
of 

linear 
time: 

an 
experience 

of 
the 

cos- 

mos 
itself: 

and 
finally 

a 
perception 

of 
archetypal 

Jung 
has 

suggested. 

Paul 
Davies 

of 
the 

University 
of 

N
e
w
c
a
s
t
l
e
 in 

England 
showed 

how 
the 

uncertainty 
principle 

of 
|. 

quantum 
physics 

could 
lead 

scientists 
to 

the 
con- 

. 

cept 
of 

two 
or 

more 
worlds 

superimposed 
oft 

each 
other, 

and 
Candace 

Pert 
of 

the 
National 

In- 

“stitute 
of 

Mental 
Health 

related 
the 

ambiguities 
— 

in 
D
N
A
 

research 
to 

the 
new 

ways 
of 

seeing 
the 

“bodymind.” 
Kenneth 

Ring 
of 

the 
University 

‘of. 

- 
Connecticut 

discussed 
the 

significance 
of the 

in- 
- 

numerable 
near-death 

accounts 
he 

-has” 
rer 

he said, 
“the 

empirical b
e
 

with 
its 

culture-bound 
personality 

and: tite... 

-,.botind 
memories, 

begins 
gradually. to.fadé away, 

Entered 
int th

e
 

consciousness, 
becoming 

* clntere 
ars 

a is a 
a
 

.. 
pothesis 

of 
formative 

causation—the 
notion 

that 

the 
sheer 

repetition 
of 

phenomena 
makes 

them 
easier 

to 
learn, 

that.all 
experiences 

are 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

“transmitted 
throughout 

the 
world—creatéd 

a 

sensation 
in 

the 
scientific 

establishment 
a. ‘few 

_years 
ago. 

Sheldrake qu éstioned 
the 

assumption 
‘that 

i
a
 

_memoriés 
are’ sto} edn 

the 
brain. 

They 
could, he 

C
i
g
 

et 
- 

a.sort 
of 

force 
field 

ardund 
in 

acting 
like 

a 
television 

e
a
t
 

experiments 
can 

tell 
us, :he.s 

* 
abother, 

for 
instance, the 

com- 
‘ mon 

“feeling. e
e
 

watched” is a real 
phenom- 

enon. He
 

as si
n
e
 Fe 

testing 
of the apparent. res- 

ath 
t 
we 

examine 
prayer, 

od a 
belie 

that 
¢ one 

cah 
in- 

H
a
e
s
e
 
s
o
e
)
 

e
s
t
i
’
 g. 5 perdecty fea- 

‘questions. 
are. com-. 

pte 


