
4, Jamuary 1972 

Dear Roge,. 
s 

i was genuinely serry te receive yeur sad news, Despite yeur 

cempesure, I knew fren experience hew intense and lingering grief can 
be under the calm which fellews the initial sheck. As yeu may net 
knew, I have. ‘Lest. every single member ef my immediate family, my father 

having died: feur- years age, this: month, and new I have enly my three 

nieces and ‘their ehildren.: “8 further blew was the death twe years 
age, at the. age: of enly 35; ‘ef the editer ef my beek, whe had become 

a very clese friend as a result, ef the unique intimacy that develeps 

in such a prefessienal relatlenship. Beb suecembed te leukemia, as 

I gather Howard alse did. But the werst ef all these blews, in seme 
ways, was the ‘dpath of. BY. beloved cat, Allegra, last dune, after she 

had been with me fer eleven years, eften as the greatest cemfert and 

distraction frem the’ grief. or” ‘ether lesses. 

Te: relieve ny feeling ef deselatien, I inmediately acquired a kitten, 

Mimi, who is beceming a delightful companien and abeve all spares me the | 

erdeal ef returning te an empty silent apartment. Unhappily, it is net 

g@ easy te replace a human partner as a heusepet, and ef course ens's 

parents and brether can never be replaced, nor dees the heartache ever 

really vanish - completely. 

| You have my sincerely sympathy, Rese, and all ny geed wishes fer 

the future. De write again when you have the impulse.


