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QB‘Jﬂnuary'iﬂéo
Washington, D.C.

An editgf 6f'é trade journal, whom T first met while on
. an intelligence assignmehtvin Latin Aherica, has urged me
for - some time"to“maké 'bublic' the facts deallng with my
~involvement ‘in @8 'cbnspiracy  to murder the ]ate Chief
Executive, John F. Kennedy, in i9634 and the c1rcumqtanceq
'surround1ng fy arrest and lmprlsonment in the Unxted Stateé

‘and Enst’ Germany.(. For reasons that are more personal than

" . advissble I can thlnk of little else that I would like to do

better. But with the copious amount of documentatlon and
background material on hand, that I feel should be adduced
to in any valid treatise of the subJect 1t.wou1d require
writing no 1ess than 8 tome, an undertaklng for which i am
.hardly.quallfiedf Then, too, there is a growing skepticism
on my patt concerning the kind of ‘feccption that a iopic of
this mort would elicit from n'ﬁocietyilong since inured to
" violence, Qofruption and injustice.  5till, nfter ovcr‘six
years -of relative .si]ence, I've decided that I must suy
"someihing ‘about all this, if only to answer the lies and
dlstortlona concocted about me in the preas. Thus,'»I have
compiled this small booklet, na throwaway, which may be
_easily discarded at the whimbof‘thé reader. In it I've
| téken the liberty to set forth a reproduction of nné of the
least’ uanltlzed references to my ceaae that has appeared in
the news media, an article printed last summer in the

OVERSEAS FAMILY, =» weekly”tabloid‘cntering‘to U.5. service-

men in Europe. I have utilized this‘pfrticular article as a
vehiclé' to tell a bit of my side of the story by wrltlng an

addendum to it.

- R. C. Nagell
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‘l want to find my children’

‘Ex-Army spock who fingéred Oswald claims Uncle Sam hides his family ! by Thomas €. Lucey

UNCLE SAM has given Richard Case

Nagelf three Purple Hearts . — one
eorned on Christmas Day — and @ medal
for heroism in combat. '

But what this ex-Army counterspy and
olleged CIA undercoverman wdnts is that
Uncle keep a promise to locate his wife
and two small children.

The 38-year-old former officer hasn't’

seen them since 1963.

Officials inside the Federal Govern-
ment — most likety FBI and CIA agents
— know where they are and deliberately
isolated him from his family, the tall, lean
chain-smoker claims.

Nagell became separated from his
Jopanese-born wife Mitsuko Takahashi
and their children, Teresa, now 9, and Ro-
bert, now B, wher he was arrested for
robbing on El Paso, Tex., bank in Sep-
tember 1943. .

He siaged the robbery and immedi-
ately surrendered to the police, Nagell
cloims, becouse he had refused to kil
Kennedy-assassin Lee Harvey Oswald and

was afraid he would be killed himself.
The ex-Army captain was convicted of
the crime onc( sent to Leavenworth, but
Mrs. Naogell wos never told where he was.
Since then Naf;cll has been written
about in national American magazines

- and hos worked his way inside a politi-

col prison in Communist East Germany
for the CIA. -

Two major magazines intimoted that
Naogell had been insone. :

ew Orleans district attorney Jim Gar-
rison allegedly interviewed Nagell three
times in his controversial probe of what
he called the plot to kill Kennedy.

However, despite all the publicity
about Nagell, no public mention has
been made of his charges that:

P FBf speacial agents who questioned
Mrs. Nogell about her husband while he
was in prison said they didn't krow
where he was; )

» The CIA used the promise of reunit-
ing Nagell with his fomily as part of the
incentive for him o undertake a one-man

CIA assignment inside East Germony..

Nagell came to Europe in February
1949 on a hunch that the path to his fam-
ily started in West Berlin. In Zurich-he was
armos? killed, he says. In Barcelona, he
was watched. And in West Berlin he was
aftocked in o side-street bar by two
strangers — one of whom had been fol-
lowing him for two days — and hit on
the top of his head so hard a molar
cracked in half.

Fearing that the next atadker might
murder. him ond reassured thot the Gov-
ernment would finally keep its promise
this time, Nagel! flew {nome to the United
States. o

Now he's back where hes starded in
1963 — when he lipped off the FBI that
Oswald was planning to assossinote Pres-
ident Kennedy. : ‘

Working through a source with access
to documents on the Nagell case, The
FAMILY hos been able to reconstruct this
incredible story of the spy who couldn't
come in from the cold. o

ICHARD (CASE
Napell first went
to work for the
ClA as an in-
formant in  Au-
rust 1962,

“Some publications have
identified him as a CIA ngent,”
‘the FAMILY source sald. “But
Nagell never claimed to be a
C1A agent. For the vear that
he worked off and on for the
CIA the first time, he was
never told what he was. But it
wius in the capacity of an in-
vestigator or informant,”
Nagell had a good back-
ground for investigative and
s undercover assipnments.
In the Army, he was a CIC
captain who worked in fleld of-
fires in the United States and

with the then super hush-hush -

“Field Operations Intelligence in
JLapan and Korea.

He had made captain with o
batileficld commission during
the Korean War ot the age of
20 e possibly the voungest man
1o earn that distinction, Nagell
served fwo volunteer combeg
tours 88 an infantryman in Ko-
rea, signing up for the second
as soon as he returned to the
Rtates from the fiest it was in
Korea that he won the Bronze
Star and three Purple Hearts.

Copyright 1869, Thomas .
Lucey. Reproducton in whole
or in part strictly prohibited
without the prior written per-
mission of the anthor,

During a subseguent tour in
the Far Kast with the CIC and
FOI, Nagell it and married
hig Tapanese wile in the spring
of 1958 Being marrled to a
foreign  national meant  an
antomate removal from intel-
lpencie work so Nagell decided
to leave the Army. - '

For two yenrs he was a Cal-
ifornia state special investiga-
tor, working on fraud cases and
liquor violations.

In the summer of 1962 he left
that job to work for the CIA.

His Iast assignment was to

penetrale the Fair Play for
Cuba Commiitee, where he met -

Oswald. Nagell also briefly in-
vestigated Oswald’s Russian-
born wife Murisa,

Nugell  considered  Oswald

. intelligent, “but some right-

wingers were using him by
fecding his ego. They made
him think he was a big man,
important. Oswald himself was
definifely a left-winger, lean-
ing towiard Mao or maybe even
Castro. He wasn't pro- Moscow.
He hinted the Russians.

“And when Oswald sald he
was poing to do something, you
knew he meant i1

In Seplember Oswald told
Nagell, "We witl kil him be-
fure the month is out.”

The "we,” according to Na-
rell, were Orwald and two Lat-
ins - possibly Cubans — who
belonged to anti-Castro organ-
izations in the United States.
“"Him" was President Kennedy.

Nagell reported the threat to
@ man known only as Bob, his
CEA contaet, According to The
FAMILY's source, "Nagell's In-
structtons were to take care of

Oswald. He told him he was an
intelligence man, not a killer,
and he couldn’t kil Oswald.

“Threats were- munle to Na-
gell which tndicated to him that
he had better do what he had
been Instructed to do.

“Instend, he wrvle about

. Oswald's assassination plans to

FRI director J. Edgar Hoover
in Washtngton. Hoover didn't
reply, but Nagell didn’t expect

be arrested. He expected to be
held brlefly for discharging a

fircurin on Federally insured

property. By thal time the as-
sassinstion would be over and
he'd be osate.

Apparently Nagell felt police
custody wouid keep him safe
from the CEA and from the
asgassins. He fenred the CIA
because he didn't “iake care
of" Oswald. He feared the

tentinrey,” the source smiled.
“AH you have to do is be
Lhere

The wource continued:

“In 1966 Nagell's sister
wrote that she had hnd a
letter  from  his  wife. She .

winted to know . where her
busband was and why hadn't
she heard from him, ’
“Here is the sticky part. In
Mrs . Nagell's -letter she said

Richard Nageoll: a self-deluded crank or

him to. He wanted that letter

as a matter of record.

“After Nagell's tip, the FBI
questioned  Oswald  and  re-
leased him as not being a
danger or a threat.”

o months later Nagell

heard the assassination news

bulletin on the radio. “The FRI
screwed  up!" he  explained.
TThat was Oswald!™ This was
before there was nny puhlic
mention of Oswald.

“After the assasstnation the
FRBI tried to elean thetr sKirts,”
The FAMILY woas (ol “FRI
ngents insisted to Nagell that
he hadn't told them this about
Oswald or that about Oswald.
But he had.”

By this time Nagell was in
Leavenworth penitentiary.

On Sept. 20, 1963, six days
before what Nugell thought
was fto be the assassination
date, he went o an £l faso
bank, shot one bullet into the
cetling and waited outside to

assassins because he might be
consideyed one of them.

But the pulice held Nogell
Ionger than six days.

He was tried twice, in May
1964 and September 1968, for
attemipted robbery with force
and ‘violence and sentenced to
the maximum of 10 years.

“1 was bum-rapped,” Nagell
complained.

“The court [nstrueted that
any attorneys retsined by his
relatives would have to come
under the supervision and
contrel  of  court-appointed
allorneys,” The FAMILY's
source said, “In effect, this de-
nied- him counsel of hig cholce
all during prison.”

As priscner A-83288-1. Na-
gell wan allowed to write to

“only his sister and s friend.

He ceuldn't get an explan-
ation why he wasn't allowed

" malt from or to hia wife and

children. “They don't explain
to you in Leavenworth peni-

the FBI had questibned her g

“{ew days bifore about her husg-

band's activities in the Army.
The FBI knew where Nagell
wis but didn't tell his wife "

The letler had been sent
fromm a Hallywoud post office
box and Nagell tried unsuc-
cessfully to trace’ it nfter he
#ot out of Leavenworth.

On April 29, 1068, after 4'x
¥Years in prison, Nagell was re-
teased after he had won an
acquittal on appeal and flew
to New York.

“"We pulled a lot of sirings
to get your freedom,” said a
man who met Nagell when he
landed at Kennedy Airport.
The man and his nonfalking
pariner gave Nagell $500 in
$20 bills. “More will come
where this comes from,” the
unidentificd man  promised.
“"We appreciate your cooper-
ation in prison.”

“To this day,” the source
told The FAMILY, “Nagell
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Paz

still bas not got the money
promised him for his im-
prisonmenl in the United
Statex.”

In New York Nageld kt‘pt an
appointent with a CIA offi-
cial he knew only as Buehel.
The CLA afficial told Nagell he
had heard that his wife had di-
vorezd him while he was in
Leavenworth, L

It might be true.” the soureé

Richurd Nogell

through East Germany and he
would be arrested.

“The main objective of his
imprisonment  was  twolold:
One concerned a US. naval
officer who had allegedly de-

fected and Nageli had v {ind -

out il he was there. But his
main purpose was ta get ss
mudch information as possible
on- techniques of interrogation
and methalds of treatment of

Yim Gartson

CAST OF CNARACYERS:

‘Richord Nagell was ques-

tioned by New Oreans
D.A. Jim Garrison because
Nagell claims he fingered
Kennedy assassin Lee Har-
vey Oswald whila working
for the CIA. Nagell also
says U.S. Government offi-
cials isclated him from his
two children after the as-
sassination.

were. talking about. Sg l!wy
took him off the (rain because
he didn't have s valid transit
VisA.

"They drove to Erfurt (an
East German cily), where Na-
gell was hield for three days in
a ‘safe house (a private home
used ax a cover for intetligence
¢} There some men in
clothes  questioned

fhe victim of dagger-in-the-back CIA tactics?

poted, “but wouldn'l it e niee
for Nagell to know for sure.
He dssumes

Nagell met Buchel o be
briefed foranother CTA assign-
ment.

Why id he go back te the
CIA?

“ft wis the only practical
thing for him (o do” the
source said, “beeause of his
financial situation.”

Almost & month 1o the day
after he arvived in New York
Nagell jetted to Zurich.-

“During his. Inst weerk of
discussions  with Buehel and
another man . New York,”
The FAMILY's source =aid,
“it was Nagell's understanding
that he was to have himselfl
arrested by East
suthorities. All he had to do
was buy » train ticket from
Zurich, Switzertand, to East
Berlin, “The train would go

his children are
stift’ with bis wife.”

German

the MIS (Fast German Ministry

" for State Security).”

Everything wenf a'cmldlng

ie the CIA's plan—up o a

point. .

In Zurich, Nagell reported to
his C1A coniact in the Ameri-
can Consulale General. About
the only thing the CIA agent
seems 1o have said (o Nageli
wis to ask him the train com-

‘partment humber on his reser-

vation, Nagell told him, No, 485,

Barly in the morning of
June 10, 1868, around 12:30
aan. to 1:30 am., Nagell's train
stopped after crossing the East
German border.

“He could henr peaple get
on the (rain and clomp gown

the aisle, direetly to hiz com--

partment,” the source said
“There wete two men In uni-
form and two men in ¢lvilion
clothes. They asked Nagell for
his passport--by name. Then
they ssked for his transit viss.
He didn't know . what

they’

“Next he was driven o an
East Berlin potitical prison for
extensive interrogation. They
aeeused him of espionage and
sald they were gorng {o try
him. .

“Nagell had been told that if
he was in East Germany for
over. three months, his release
would e effecied by Lthe agen-
¢y (CTA). but be was not told
haw. On bis own he started 1o
play  crazy Leeause be was
there over four and p hatf
nmwenths and he began to think
there was another reason for

his being there. He felt the
CIA had deserfed him  and
that, quite frankly, he had

been sent 1o Germany to get
him out of sight or to get rid
of him

“He was released on October
23, He didn't kaow he was go-
ing to be veleased until he was
taken out of prison and driven
to # Berhin checkpoint tdenti-

fied to
hroveke

Waiting lo ineet Nagell were,
accarding {0 the source: !

® Andor Klay, head of the
Enstern Affairs Section of the
LS. Mission in Berlip;

® wWolfgang Vogel, o well-
known Fasl Nerlin Howyer wha
participated  on’ thé Feb. 10,
152, exchenge of Soviet masier
=py Cnl Ruadoll Abel and A-
neerican U2 pilot Prancis Gary
Bowers and other sples and
acvusel spies:

® ey 5. Niew, a wenllhy
Washinglon lawyer, supposed-
ly "a reprisentative - not a
member-—of the CIA";

® Bruce A. Flatin, head of
the  US. Berlin  Mission's
publiv safely seetion, allegedly
“a lengtime CTA member. . and,
Flatin is nol his real name™,

® Dr. (Capt — now Maj
George 'Raymond Babineau, a
pychintrlst al the US. Army
bospital i Berlin, who ap
peared in civilian clothes, and

® An unidentificd man.

Nagel was driven Lo the
LS. Mission at 170 Clay Alles
and interviewed by Babineau
“That was probably because
Nageli nod played crazy with
the Easl Geninans,” ‘the sovree
snidd. .

Washmgion lswyer New was
adso present

“Somebody broughl Nagell
a cup «of coifee,” the source
vontinued. “Nobody else had
coffee. Nagell drank a small
portion of his coffse It was
black but it tasted more bitter
thas ordinary coffee. Approxi-
mately (tve minutes later he

him as Sandkrug-

T T TR

HLE Lt i

Bt

Oswald ond guards

Nagelt's children

began  feeling  sléepy  and
thought he was under the in-
fluence of a drug. He went to
the hathvool and looked  at
hes eyes in # mirror. They were
abmost pinpoints and be wius
feeling exceedingly sleepy.

“Back in the room he asked,
Did anybody put  semething
in my coffee?

“Lr. Tiabinean sald no; New
snid nothing, Nagell beg'm (5}
feel o sleepy he had to oe-
. mally stand up Lo siay a.-
Finally, e asked 1o Le
amined by i civillan pryolsi-
atust if there wags ahy ques-:
4ion of his sanity,

“'No,” the doctor sald, ‘as far
as I'm concerned you're free
to po,”

"New spoke to the doclor in
A eorner «- the doctar kepl
shaking. his Lead no -—— and
then New told Nagell, *'f think
you ought to jeave for.the
United  Slates  The German
newspapers are going to pick
ths fhing up any moment and
mizht want to talk 1o you. I
dont think yon should talk o
theymy

“Napeld makd he wanted ln £0
baek (o Yarich first to pldk up
it helmapings -« to be exact,
certain documents in a gafe de-
posit hox. Nagell keeps records,
Henty of them

When Nagell wag driven to
Tempelhof Afrport, New ne-
compamnied him and walted un-
il be boarded the plane. Some
time  duriag their talk  New
asked Nagell aboul his disabil-
ity --Nagell was getting a 60
pereent disability for serviee-

(Continned on Next Page)
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and
Biggest
Value at
Bad Aibling
Baden-Baden

The Nagell Affair . .. |
"You must gei out of Berlin!’

(Continued Fram Page. 13)

connected injuries - and New
promised him help in getting a
disability. retirement.

“But,” the source added. New
“also told Nagell: “Of course,
this (offer of help in getting a
disability retirement) is pred-

‘ur three days, Nagell had told
him he wanted the search for
Lis family 1o be ngreed upon
before he returned {o the
States. - .

Twice Nagell called New's
room at the Berlin Hilton. First
New was “unavailable,” then
he had checked out for the 1.8,

“another witness found in the
mml (of erank letters, pubhicity
seokers and bogus tips).:, an
inmate of- a Federal institution
for the criminally insane in
Springfield, Miss, . .. court
records indicated that Nagell
had suffered brain damage In
an airplane crash in 1957.*

bl (‘Uun

A week or lwo latm v the |

sturce eontinued, “they finally
ot confirmation from Washing -
ten that they had been unable
to locate Nagell's children so
far but were mnlimung llw'n
eftorts,

“So0 he finally agreed {o go
back to the States as lmg as
the State Department was con-
tinuing their efforts.”

Pointing out that he had
spent a great deal of his money
“running around,” Nage!l asked

icated on your slaying away (Later, back in Washington, Nageil's rebuttal:’ ) o Y
from ihe news media.’™ New aliegedly explained it had ® He was sent to the US, for Governimeént txl'ansgortatmn
Berlin On the afternoon flight to  been “unadvisable” ta goto Zu~  Medical . Center for Federal ~home and was refused. )
Stultgart Nagell fell asleep, rich because the Fast Germans  Prisoners in  Springfield to _ On April 19 or 20 Nagell real-
convincing him that he had  Might have tapped his phone  determine whelher he could. ized he was under surveillance.

ABi’tburg

been givenn 2 drug or a bar-
biturate. -

and ‘he didn't want them to
know Nageli was there. Nagell

stand trial and when he was
up for parole;

“Around 10:30 on the night
of April 22, Nagell was walk-

Because of fop he didn't pet G000 buy that} ) ® On cach uecasion he was m'x" down Klurf\imrsltcivlrgma:n
Darmstadt to Zurich until 4 aun. and "he . With New not showing up to found mentally competent; when he {"“‘ ""“,,,1,: Coe
was feellng extremely sick.” the  discuss the search for his famie ® In 1954 (not in 1957) he .“lv).l.l—n o c(jnlm;;p(, T p{ ju's
. . souiree saitk. “He rested for o 1. Nagell violaled his tnstrue-  was the only surviver ‘of a . lll.?.l|)yN'Fll('( . He dkdn't try to

He rzZo few hours and went fo the 5, tions and went o the consulate 152 censh al Ballimore's tose them. . L
- Consulate General, New had  forhelp Fricndship  Alrpord (not  In "Nagell lh(-q went, dowss g
told himcto stay away from the O hin fiest visit Nagell found  Cianmbodia, as reported in Ram- sidde deeel ond into a small res-
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constlitde  in Zurich  becmse

‘they will question you and
sorrd {E to Washington.” Nagell
couldn’t underslund New's rea-
soning. st he went {p the
consulate to get a doctor, not to
tetl them ahout Berlin, He was
drastically sick and wanled a
dactor. He thought he was dy-
ing."”

Relferred to.a civilian doclor,
Nagell was iokl “he Hnd been
given an overdose of Seconal,
a most potent sleeping drug.”

Nogell was sick for ‘lbuut six
days.

Menanwhile, he was also wait-
ing to hear from New, wha had
- promised 1o phone him in two

3

“they had a classificd file on
him and konew: he had been in
East Berlin the oucce con-
tinued, “But he refused 1o an-
swer (uestions nhotd his im-
prisonment mud told them about
New's promise.

“The next time, he told thc
consulate he was angry that he
bad not heard from New and
that if he didis't et help he was
going to the news moedin. This
is when he was offered State
Department help in locating his
family - predicnied on his
early return fo the United
States. Nagell agreed and flew
badk to New York."

In New York, Nagell waited
about two or three weeks to
hear from the State Depl. When
he didn't be contacled a State
Dept. agency in New York and
was nllegedly told that a lelter
would be rent to Washington.

“That was the laat time Na-
gell beard  from them,” the
source snid. “tle never recetved
a copy of the letter to Washing-
ton, as promised, and they were
always unavailable when he
caliedd.”

Meanwhile,
ing New

Nagell was sce-
in Washington and

patls magazine by former FIM
apent Willinm W Turner):

® After hospifalizalion  he
refurned to Army Intelligence
Schiool, received n top secret
cleiranceé and was aselgnod to
ihe CIC;

® A Fune 17,

repurt  from  the Springfield

Medicat Center .stated there.

was no “evidence or finding
suggestible of brain damage.”

All this
Washington convinced Nagell
thal no one in the States was
going to help
fumily, He decided to rcturn
10 E‘umpo

mmmﬂmlmﬁmm
In Xurich
someone
tried
to kill him

R T SRR

On Feb. 21 of this year he

10686, psychiatric

runaround in’

Laurang with a bar. .

“He ordered n beer and was
standing al the bar) talking Lo
a puy on his right, when he
raw the door’ open and two
mea came directly toward him. -

“Nagell was geiting ready to

“elt the men he didn't speah

Gierman when he saw one pidk
something out of bis pockel
and swing at him. Nagell
turned and was hit on lhg badk
of the head.™

Police took: Nagell to the

© Albrecht Achilles Hospiial
him {ind hts. -

When he told the Germans he
thought he had been hil by
the ('JA, “they called an
American from  the CID, a
British representative {(ap-
parently the side street was in
the British Sector) and a mem-
her of the Berlin political
police.”

Around midnight Nagell
went to the US. Mission and
asked for Hil in the passport
section. Instead, he got the
Army staff duly officer nnd a
CIC agent.

““He .gave his. bloody shirt
and T:shirt in o bag to the
CYC agent.” the. source snid,
“and told him to give it to Hill

called in person at the State  flew  from Mexico Cily to e . :
Dept. Zurich. But the vice~consul who Mt something happens o
“They told him that the  had promised State Dept. help ™2 - he told the agent, the

State Departinent didn't have
ihe facilities to scarch for the
¢hildren,” the source said, “but

last fall was no longer there.
Nagell asked for the man he

claimed 1o be the C1A station

responsibility is” going to be
pirmed because T'm going o
the papers.”

on account of the circumstances chief. He, too, was gone, "Back in his hotel, Nagell
surrounding the case and ‘be- Seni to the consilate’s politi- . Was worried that he was going
“Pacfectuna’ : cause one of our employes ap~ ¢l section, Nageil told them o be killed.”
g \":M ore parently made @ promise in Zu-  of the promises he'd  been In the morning he went to

More value ~ thonks to Scott’s newly dc\a!npod assembly
tzchniques. Printed circuit modules snap into the main chassis for

comn:uy mnr-il

lermine whether he
ried or divorced.

rich,” they would conduct s
search for his children and de-
was mar-

“He never heard from them

physical with "his clothes on”
according to the source. “Twy
hours later he was awarded a

and told him they wanted to
thg him (Nagell with n nervouas
condition {o destrov hils credi-

given and Lhreatened 1o go to
Swms.nc'\vxpnpers abort a
ClA apent in Bern, the Swiss
capitai.

“A member of the consulale

them why be had left Zurich
and wsked Lhat Zurich’s reply
from Washingtsm be sent 1o

izedd he was belng watched and
1eft to see an ex-Army intelli-

#enee officer at the Amcrican -

the Army hospital and then to
il in the consulate.

“Hill had the bloody cloth-
ing. "You must get out of
Berlin,' he told Nagell. ‘We

RTe— again. When he called they  asked Nagell to give them two  cannot give you protection
cannpctions were quote unavailable un-  weeks and lelexed Washing-  here. The German police think
stimunate quote.” ton,” the source szid. “But then  it's either mistrken identity or

solder sointed Through a liwyer tn News une night there wns an al-  the MIS*
Quarty Cryatat office, deseribed ns b luxurions  tempt on Nagell's e and he “*Last night I !hought some-
intrice flter sntte visited by Pentagon of-  Weft for Barcekma the next body wante! to kill me,’ Nagetl
"'L’;'s”;[:m:m-l ficers In civilian clothes, Nagell  day. replled. “vInw 1 mke it as (only)

. got an appointment ot the VA "There he contacted the V.S, a warning.” "
for “a-two-and-a-half-minute  Conzuiate Genernl  and  told (Latter, Hill told 'l‘he FAMILY

he considered Nagell merely
"a private American -citizen
traviling abroad.” He added:

New 1G 1n 106 percent disability allow- Barcetona. "Ninety-nine and a half per-
Mottiplex ance for a nervous condition. “Nagell was in Barcelona for  cent of his story Is fantasy.”
sacthoal “Nagell went back te New  two weeks. Bul then he renl- il confirmed that he had re-

ceived] Nagell's bloody clothing
and thal Nagell bad come to
him with a stitched-up head

instant servicing! hility.” Embassy in Madrid. woutud. But he would only
e iceuitry - f . ily distortion free listeni o For goud reason, Nagelt wor- TApain he stayed for two say  that the attack “is his
New F'C/O circuitry or virtually dislortion free listening, even riedt that a uervous conditon  weeks. The embasiy gave him  story, not that 1 have any
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might be used to tag him as a
nul avho Jidn'l kKnow what he
was tatking about.

In July 1968, while Nagell
was in the Communist prison,
Fdward Tay Epstein, author of
a hook on the Warren ¢om-
mission.  wrofe an ticle in

no satisfaction, not even telling
him  what  Washington  hud
spid So he déckded to go back
to Berlin where  this thing
started and made some prom-
ises o himsell - one of them
being that if he didi't find his
chitdren he weould go to the

other story about it.”)

But shortly after that Nagell
was pliced on orders as an
ambulatory patient and sent on
the Berlin duty train to Frank-
furt. His orders also put him
on a military flight back to the
States.

. . . the New Yorker Tine al- news nydia Y That's where he apparently
tacking New Orle Thstricl ‘He was referred o Andor IS5 mew, .
D f\nonn ¥ Jbim Garrison’s  in- Klay and Bruce Flatin, two of But he still doesn't know if

Scott International, Maynard, Mass. 01754
’—--—-—mnm-——--um'

;n\(m'\ of the Kennedy as-

Fistem described Magell as

the men who had met Nagell
when he come from East
Rerling and eventually to o

he’s marrted or divorced anid
the whereabouts of his chil-
dren.




In thie addendum to the OVERSEAS FAMILY article, I heve not sought to refute or
confirm each and every assertion made ty its author, Thomas C. Lucey. Mr. Lucey, despite
his citing a substantial number of inaccuracies, has nonetheless depicted a veast area of
what may be termed the fundamentel truth. With this in mind, I have tried to set the
record streight only insofar as it pertains to those inaccuracies -~ and omissions -
- which in my opinion reflect adversely on the whole. '

In order to view Mr. Lucey's account in & somewhat different perspectiﬁe, I shall
begin by advising that I first went to work. for the Central Intelligence Agency much
earlier than Aupust 1962. It was during the winter of 1955-56, while assigned as a Case
Review Officer with the Counter Intelligence Corps st Los Angelos, that I was initially
recruited into the CIA's farflung network of informants and agents,  one of u number, T
suprose, within the Defense Department's intelligence community who helped the Agency
keep an eye on its not always tame competitor. My recruitment wes hnndled by a Herbert
Leibacher, an agent of the ClA's Lor Anpeles office, and a Joe DaVanon, later identified
to me through photosraphs as en officinl  from CIA headquirters, then locnted on "EY
street in Washington, D.C. Motiveted by a degree of naivete und the Agency's subtle
reminders that I owed a frreater ‘duty to my country than to the military establishment, I
served as a non-paid, confidential informant off and on until my resipgnation from the
Army in October 1959. A complete description of the information I supplied to the Agency
during my military cereer would only add to what must perforce become s lengthy addendum;
may it suffice to say that it did not always seem germane to intelligence affairs, but
~when it did it consisted mainly of an assortment of data that for so-called discretionary
reasons was seldom passed on to the .Agency (or for that metter, to our own hifher
echelons) through reguler chennels. ‘

Mr. Lucey's statement, "Being merried to a foreign national meant aun sutomatic
removal from intelligence work so Nagell decided to leave the Army," is misleading and
incorrect in its entirety. The only military intelligence organizstion from which an
individual is normully removed rubsequenl to marrying a foreign national is the CIC ~

-primarily a security type orgen - and this rule doos not necessurily apply when the agent
1s an enlisted man or warrant officer. As a commissioned officer, I wus declered
ineligible for further duty with the CIC effective 14 Arril 1959, a full year sufter my
merriage io @& foreign nationel. I was not barred from assignment to other, even more
sensitive, MI orgsnizations such as Field Operations Intelligence, then the clendestine
espionage depsrtment of military intelligence. - As for the reasons I left the Army, they
were clearly if  euphemisticslly expleined in my secon! lelier of resipurtion, deted
31 August 1959, namely:: "I desire to tender my resignation because I wish to further my
civilian education. It 1is not possible for me to pursue the curriculum of which I am
desirous while on active duty. Also, compissionote reasons of n rersonal nature exist
for desiring to tender my resignetion at this time."

My pstronege under the CIA did not end with my dischurce from the Army and ensuing
employment in December 1959 as an investigator for the Gtate of Californiae; iIn fact,
henceforth I was offered remuneration for my services, however nominal it sometimes wes.
‘What my new tasks comprised is of no real pertinence to this nddendum or to later
developments, except rerhaps to mention that one of my contecls said he worked out of
"Domestic Intellijence,” possibly the forerunner of the present-day Domestic Operatlions
Division, which 1illegally keeps tabs on a wide ranre of American civilian orgnnizations .
and activities. I should nlso point out that I did not quiti my position with the State
;of California "to work for the CIA," as implied by Mr. Lucey. 1 was Aismissed, in June

1962, st my own option und in my opinion for doing my job. (The -following month T wes
shot through the right chest Aduring an altercation with a person whose identity I have
never disclosed . . . . not through the left chest by myself, my wife, an Alcoholic

Beverage Control inspector then under investigntion or by a Los Anpeles police officer
"because of communistic implications,” ns has been reported at verious times by various
sources).

For the next yesr, from approximately the middle of Aurunt 1002 until my urrest in



. Y B
Toxas on 20 Sapltembor 1062, T wnu employed by  the Apency  in a capreity which chn-;:\.
accurntely  described ns  that of . an epent, in every senue of the word. My nasignments
varied and pecensitated travel to thiree Latin American nnations and many stntes,  including
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. They wulro ~necess ‘itated. my taking on cover employment
for one week in New York and for about ten weeks in Los Angeles, though usually I posed
~as a tourist, an investigator for the Immigration & Naturalization Service or =8 a
researcher for a private firm, the appropriate credentials being furnished to me by the
CIa. To sum it up briefly, I operated in Mexico City at the onset of the Cuban Missile
‘Crisis in an effort aimed chiefly at the Soviet government; I conducted inquiries
reletive to "dissident™ ~members of several Cuban refugee groups based in the United
.States; I checked out an alleged connection between a Miami recident named Eladio Del
Valle sand New Orleans CIA informant Sergio Arcacha-Smith; I investigated an associate of
the now deceased right-wing extremist David W. Ferrie of New Orleans, as I did the
activities of left-wingers Vaughn L. Snipes and his wife, Priscills, near Venice,
Californin, and others; I conducted a surveillance on a man, said to have been an ex-CIA
employee, observed talking to MRP leader Manuel Artime and former Cuban senator/racketeer
" Rolando Masferrer; I inquired into an allegation that Marina Oswald intended to divorce
her husband sand return to the U.5.5.R. (although I never stated that I met her personally,
- as was rerorted by the FBI and Secret Service); and I performed courier duties and acted
as a cut-out, At the +time of my arrest I wns operating in an ‘undercover role,  having
“become 1involved in a domestic-inspired plot to mssssnssinate President Kennedy and,
leastwise ostenribly, other highly-placed government of ficials. : ’

_Mr. Lucey goes on to state that my last assirnment at the time "was to penetrate the
Fair Flay for Cuba Committee, where he met Oswald.® Such statement is also incorrect. I
was never a member, bona-fide or otherwise, of the FPCC. And my conversations with FPCC
functionaries 71ike Steve Roberts, an. official’ of the Socialist Workers Party at Los
‘Angeles, could hardly he construed as a penetration. Furthermore, I had been introduced
\:j Mr. Osweld 1ong before the FPCC came into exis ‘tence, albelt under an assumed namel“‘//

As to the allurion that I told "Bob™ I was an intelligence man, not a killer,
therefore I couldn't %ill Mr. Oswald, while the reference is true its connotation is
deceptive. I had killed before and I had participsted-in homicides under the auspices of
both MI and the CIA {one instance being the part I played in the February 1958 abduction=
interrogation-murder of an FOI agent, a U.S. soldier, MSGT Emmett E. Dugan, from Crafton,
Pa., suspected of having defected in place to the Chinese), under the guise that an
American varietion of the Soviet "wet affair"™ was the only alternative, that it was
‘either essential to some overall intelligence -effort or in the best interests of our
‘nationsl Becurity. And it was 8 similar-sounding argument, ultimertely reduced to a
threat, . thuat was advanced to me by Robert Graham as an incentive to diepose of Mr. Oswald
in September 1963. But my refusal to do so had absolutely no bearing on the reason for
effecting my arrest in the manner 1 chose, nor did it engender in me fear of reprisasl by
the CIA. '

Pertaining to my arrest and convictions at El - Paso, Texas, which the official
spokesmen and the press have so neatly labeled ss being for "bank robbery,” 1let one of
the goverument's own spurious records, the appelate court decision that finally yawned a
judgement of acquittal in my case, give its version: "The charge was then, and is now,
entering a federally insured bank with intent to rob." What the record aptly ignores is
the fact that two Jjuries, 1incensed by the prosecution’s innuendoes in and out of the
courtroom (and by the remifications of perjured testimony and a false Bureau of Prisons
report made available to the jury during 1its deliberations at the second trial - though -
never formally admitted into evidence) that I was a Communist, no doubt a very red spy,
twice convicted me of having "intended" to take by force and violence one hundred dollars
worth of Travelers Cheques from a bank teller.

I shall not herein attempt to 1list even generally the injusticqs to which I was
subjected by a corrupt judicial system, nor shall I bother to enumerate the cruelties




inflicted upon me while confined in sundry Texas jeils and at Leavenworth Penitentiary.
- Most of them are adequately - detailed in my 1967 Memorandum in Support of Petition for
Writ of Habeas Corpus, sworn to and subscribed before William R. Martin {a former member
of the CIA's Dirty Tricks Division, who by his own admission is still in "the reserves™),
But I shall opine that if President Kennedy had not met his demise when and where he did,
I would not have been brought to trial on charpes of commiting a felony.

While my return to the fold of the CTIA in May 1968 may have been the only "practical
. thing" for me to do, it definitely was not predicated on my financial situation, as a few
old bank account passbooks will substantiste (I am not quite the mercenary that Mr. Lucey
has portrayed). Nor was it becmuse of any peculiar allegience to those who had tossed me
on ‘the scrap heap for the sske of expediency 4} years earlier, love of country, masochis-
tic tendencies or wont of further intrigue. And while it remains axiomatic in my mind
that - the sole requisite for . one's use by the Agency is his quelification to fit into -
whatever mey heppen to be the scheme of things, even this did not apply in my
circumstance, not really. I agreed to go back out into the cold, so’ to speak, strictly
for personal. reasons end I think the explanation is wisely left at that for now. .

My mission inside East Germany - if indeed it wes a mission - was neither as well-
defined nor as elementary as Mr. Lucey has perceived. I am sure the CIA knows all it
needs to know about American' defectors in Berlin and the modus operandi of the MfS. 'In
 fact, the mission was not directed against East Germany, per se. Preparations bore the
trademaerks of an authentic, - even typical, Agency project targeted in the main to another
‘nation. - That I was unable to comprehend the German language, that I.had been a recent,
unwilling guest of the U.S. Attorney General, branded a Communiat in the public records,
~etc., merely served to strengthen an already plausible cover built up by chance rather
than by design. Paradoxically, the chinks in the armor were that the cover was not
wholly untrue, the MfS (unlike the FBI) not in the least irresponsible to the laws and .
‘'policies of its government. In the past 1 had engaged in certain covert intelligence

" -activities hositle to other socialist states, to which - as an integral part of my

cover - I freely confessed. 0ddly enough, however, my mentors from Langely had neglected
to tell me during the briefings that these previous activities constituted a violation of
the criminal statutes of the GIR, warranting a maximum penalty of death upon conviction.
By inadvertence or by plan I found myself in a not altogether unfamiliar predicament. If
I hed confessed to my real mission, assuming that it was genuine, without doubt I would
have been spared execution, probably even escaped long-term imprisonment. - Instead, I
selected what I considered to be m better alternative . . . . and gained my freedom. As
for my treatment by the MfS, from begining to end it was far more gentle than that
experienced beneath the cudgel of the U.S. Department of Justice. :

With regard to my marital status and my children, the foremost area that Mr. Lucey
appears. to have exploited, I have never claimed that “Uncle Sam hides my family" or
stated that FBI and CIA agents deliberately isolated me from my wife and children; nor
have I claimed that the Agency used the promise of reuniting me with my family as part of
the incentive for accepting the assignment in the GDR. My accusations in this respect
centered around my children end they were leveled at the State Department as the result
of a promise made to me shortly after my release from the GDR. Since returning to the
United States last epring a relisble source has informed me that my wife was granted a
final decree of divorce at some period during my imprisonment in the USA and although 1
have never been served with a copy of the decree or other notification of divorce (or
notice of a divorce hearing) I see no cause. to dispute the advisement.

Lastly, concerning the aspersions cast on my sanity, at this writing permit me to
say only that I heve never in my life been certified psychotic by any U.S. medical
authority or- adjudiceted mentally-incompetent in a court of law, notwithstanding the
conflicting legal and medical opinions as to my mental condition on the day of my arrest
in Texas, over six years ago.



