DUANE BRADLEY SANBORN
' OLD WARNER ROAD .
HENNIKER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03242

PHONE: 428-7740

February 23, 1968

Miss 8ylvia Meaghsar
e¢/o The Babbs-Merrill Cempany
New Yerk, N Y

Dear Miss Meagaer:

Even theugh I have net g Tinished reading yeur AGCESSORIES
AFTER THE FAGT, I ean't wait te pass on te you twe notions af

my ewn whieh I have met seen mentiened in print, nAer yet dis-
egvered in your Besk. Reading akout the assassinatien is enly
an imterest ef mine, I have met read everything availakle agbout
it, and I am withsut any speeial knswledge, so these points may
net be serreei sr even interesting te a sehelar such as yeurself,
but I present them, anyway.

In 2m article in the Saturday Evening Pest published early in
December after the assassinatimn, Dr. Maleslm Perry gives his
stary af his part in the eare ef President Kennedy. My copy of
the magezine is stered-in the attis with ether material I have
aceumulated, so I eannst guate exactly, but sertainly to the
peint, 5iﬁEB gne statement wade a defimite impressisn. Dr.
Perry, making the peint that he felt it was neeessary te bBe sure
that every detail ef the event must be reperted aceurately, sinee
it was of histerisal impertanee, saild that it was neeessary te
da the trashestsmy bBelow the neek weund, in order net ts change
its appearanee. This weuld indicate that this partisular wound
had net been "@wliterated” whén viewed at the efficial autepsy.

The other item that seems mpst pesuliar te me is the varisus
statements made by Dr. Humes that he made and then destrsyed

his eriginel nestes en the autopsy. While this is in itself an
ineredible astien, it alsc indicates & situation whieh I cannot
believe is lsgieal. I have never attended an autepsy and so de
naet knew exaetly how ene is performed, but my daughter assisted

at part of ene during her service in the WAC. Her rele was to
nate the fimdings of the decter. For this purpese, a printed

ferm was supplied with spaees in whieh speeific findings in every
area of the bedy were to be noted. A doecter performing an autspsy
obvipusly cannet make notes at the same time - it seems anly
reasenable that he weuld annesunee what he saw te someone whe weould
githe? write it deswn sr enter the infermation an such a form.

The idea sf Dr. Humes doing the autepsy and then geing hame to

jet dewn netes absut what he saw stretehes the imagénatien en-
tirely tes far. Did he, then, destroy the sfficial autepsy
repart?
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I have net read all of the Warren Commissien Repert, in spite of my
interest in the affair, and I deubt very mueh if mere than a hapdful

af pesple have, unless they sre dedicated students. I am a prefessismal
writer, and a great deal af my werk is based on intensive researeh which
I tramslate inte language understandable te the men-expert im the par-
tisular field. Frem this viewpsint, I find the Repert ene ef the werst
Jjaks ef this type I have ever attempted to read. It is muddled, esn-
fusing, diserganized, and delibarately dull. 1 taekle it eecasienally
and always deside these whe compiled it were either terribly inept and
Sstupid, er intended te disesurage the reader.

I have, hewsver, read almaest all af the tmenty six velumes sf Hearings
and Exhibits, nnd s far as I know am the emly ene in New Hamphire te
have dane =8 -~ at least I am the snlyd one te have barrewed them frem
sur State Library. VYeur brief description of their sentents in your
intreduetion seems remarkably kind te me. In the eepies I read, the
hearings were net in ehronelegieal erder, many of the repsrts af FBI
interviews were printaa mare than enee, nnd some of them were primted
ealy in part - that is, a repert of an interview weuld step at the end
ef a page, but net at the snd ef the interview. It was alse interesting
ts me that mueh ef the material was reproduced se pasrly thiét it was
praetieally impessibkle ta TB:&,»IF it sensisted af mafﬁg, 87 impessibkle
ts understand, if it was phetographie material.

During my research for my mest recent besk, whieh ecemserned the Ameriean
Revalutien, 1 came to the eonelusien that sre sf the mest impertant
differenees between a demperatic gevernment and any sther kind was the
deeisisn as of the farmer that BVery eitizen was entitled ts knew
everything absut his gavernment sinee in a demoeraey the sitizen is
the geverament. What really werries me absut the assgsgination is
that we, as a peeple, will not eare eneugh absutwhat really happened
te demand the truth. I foumd the New Yerk Times review sf ACCESSUORIES
AFTER THE FACT partiesularly irritating, beeause of this very thimg. |
(Mr. Braham"s statement that the Beek is a bere reminded me of a high
schasl studemt whe snee teld me she didn't like histery, beeasuse it
had nathing to de with her.) VYeur immediate reaction that a Cemmunist
weuld be blsmed does not seem ss muchemstiohRal te me as reasoned, and
net snly because I had the same theught myself. Neither af these mat-
ters has any particular plaee in the review ef a beek sueh as yours,
and the fast that the eontent and purpemse of the beek are praetieally
ignered is rather terrifying. If there is any reasonable deubt at all
aBout the aeguraey of the Barren Report, few things ean be se impsrtant
ta eur ceuntry as to remove this doubt at once. Otherwise we must
assume that we are not a democraey, but @ eaptive peaeple ruled by a
greup which deeides for itself and by itself what it is prepsr for

us t8 knouw.

Thank you very mueh for AGCCESSORIES AFTER THE FACT, and all of work

it entailed for the sake of America.
DA

Bradley Sanborn



