Statement of Kerry Wendell Thornley Dated Septezber 28, 1967

Regarding the U-2 Alrplane at Atsugl,. Japane

1s My name 1s Kerry Wendell Thornley. 1 testified before Nre.
Jenner, on the staff of the Warren Comnmission. My published
testinony appears in Volume Eleven of the Warren Commission’®s
26 volunmes.

2.. The fanous %U=2 incident" ccoured when I wWas stationed with
MABS-11l, which was then on maneuvers in the Philippines, from

1ts "home"™ base at Atsugl,. Japan..

3.. While at Atsugl, before golng on maneuvers, Iy fTellow marines
and I frequently observed what later turned out to be the U-2
taking off and landing at Atsugi. AT the time I was there,.tals
was referred to , among the noncons, as the wplackbird® or “mystery
plane®, because 1t had no markings on it and was black in cclore
It alsc had a small body and large wingspah and seemed capable of
gregt speeds and high altitudes.

%w It was kept in a hangar which ,, rumor had it, was guérded Dby
civilians. At one time, when I was in the vicinity of this hangal,
I was asked politely to leave the area by such a clivilian.. Most
of us assumed, myself included, that this black airplane was soue -~
kind of experimental alrcraft.

<

5, We dld not realize its true fuhctian until the story broke
in the newspapers and hence that information was declassified.

i /’/ ~1 )

i } O. .

\"< (l LN A ;..Ai 3 ATy v ‘ ":“”‘ )w‘":;;;:’/;-/:
STATE OF CALIFORNIA » Kerry wendell Thornley

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 85

On September 28, 1967 before me, the undersigned,.
personally appeared :

KERRY WENDELL THORNLEY,,

known to me to be the person whose namc 1S subscribed to the
within instrument and acknowledged that ae¢ executed the sane,
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JAMES G. HADSELL
NOTARY PUBLIC- CALIFORNIA :

PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN  :
LOS ANGELES COUNTY

L L T P T PP TP CT P PROe:

Notary Public in and feor ssid County =nd State

A
// JAMES G. HADSELL, Notary Public

/ / My Commission Expires April 2, 1568
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