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Statenent of Kerry Wendell Thornley Dated September 28,, 1967/

Regarding His Warren Commission Deposition
1. ¥y naze 1s Kerry Wendell Thoranley.. I testifled before Mre

<y

enner, on the staff of the Warren Commission. My published

ct

estinony appears in Volume Eleven of the Warren Commlissican®s

26 volumes., After the conclusion of ny deposition before Mr.

)

coby of the manuscript of ny book, "The Idle Warrisrs®™, was

being photoduplicated for the records of the Commisslon,and the

naterial that I gave them to copy was not going to be avallable

for & short while.. I was invited by Mr. Jenner, in the meantizme,,

to have lunch with him in the Supreme Court cafeveriz..

2.. On regching the cafeteria, we stood in line and zot ouxr

food. Having bought our food, and having put our trays down at

a table, Mr. Jenner said, "Just 2 minute, I°d like to introduce

you to some people over here.® He took me over to another ta

and in%roduced me to a group of men, four or five of them as

I recall. One of them was Mr. Tom Wicker of the New York Tinmes..

I renember fr. Wicker asking Mr. Jenner when the Report would be
released and expressing Jjecular skepticisz at Mr. Jenner's

answer, Which was tec the effect of “JuancH,. or “July¥,, or "aext
month%,. I don't recall which of these it was,., AT scae time
during the lunch hour,. I alse was intreduced te MNrs.. Jenner, wWhom
we saw while at the cafeteria.. Mr. Jeaner and I cutT clone
together. I remember thaet Mr.. Jenncry :@ntione;‘tha: Mrs, Jenner

hzd written a novel based upon & reilative of thelrs, one who

"near my home town of Whittier, Caliisrnic, and who I belleve was

§=d
~
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Wr. Jenner sone questions about old Marine Corps buddles in ny
unit, MACS 9, I asked him if he had spcken to ILawscn. He sald ye
He nentioned also that he had spoken to Powers, and te De
L One of the things I asked hin was: "Who the hell was it
that used to speak Russian in the ranks with Oswald in the xornings,.
at morning muster?" This subject had been discussed previousliy

that morning while I was under oath, testifying before Mr. Jennere.

-

t

:S'

2lso been discussed when I was interviewed by two Secret

Service agents, shortly after the assassination.

5e. Here,, as briefly as pessible,. is some of the detailed background

relevant to understanding why I asked Mr.. Jenner this guestion at
lunch that day, with the emphasis on the word "was@. On
Saturday night, November 23, 1963, the day after the assassination
of President Kennedy, I was waiti

known New Orlezans restaurant in the French Quarter).. The head
walter cane up to me, and told me that There were two men who

wanted to see ne. The two men were from the United States Secret

Service., Cne of them was naned Mr. Rice. I do not remember the

nane of the other man. They wanted To question me,, and I
recollect that 1t was Mr. Rice who did the questiocning. This
took place near midnight of the 23rd,. the midnight beiween the

3rd and the 24th of November, 1963.) By this time, one aaj}

N

after the assassination, it was common knowledge anmong many accunlintar

of m=ine in the French Quarter that I had known Lee Oswald whilc
I was in the Marine Corps.. 1 was, therefore, not supriccd that
the authorities involved mnight want to eventually speck To ne

although I was somewhat suprised at the rapidity wiih which they

~

nad come to see me,



1

2. During the course of the guestioning by these two Sceret
Service agents, there were two lines of inquiry that were p
more than once, One was: "Do you own & gun?? {I answered "No¥..

I was then asked: "Are you sure?® And I answered, "Yes%.)

6b. The other question asked me more than once by the two Secreb
Service agents at this time was: ‘Do you 2ll having heard the
nonze Alex J. Hidell?® '

7. During my depositlon for the Warren Commission, Mr. Jenner aléo
had asked me: "Did you hear of anybody in the Marine Corps, whose

last name was Hidell?" (See page 111 of Velume XI)

8 Wnen the Secret Service agents asked me the gquestion, near
nidnight of November 23rd, I had the recollection of Oswald speaking
Russlan with some other Marine, in the zornings,, at moraing muster.

(Muster is & roll eall,) For scue reason, I mode a nmental asscciation
between the name "Hidell® and tThis person with whorr Cswald would

speak Russlan. I told this toc the

p e o Y T 2 ya s ey < A Y
92, These Russian-speaking incidents invoiving Cswald and this

i AT 5 " - SN [ - I 3 Py ~
other Marine at morning muster again came to mind when, during
™y d:v‘-ﬂoit’; o~y Ram Jelﬂ ey in "'j_""/.:v‘? At et oSty AT SO S oEIn et e A
ny jotels] L0y MTe nner lagulired &LOUT any CLosL Lcguainsances

Oswald may have had while in the Marines, about which I

¥y published testimony reads as follows:

¥r.. Jenner. I take it that Osws
friends at least t“n’

Mr, Thorniey. That is corr
- closest frie
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