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eriticize ine Warren Report so vigorously, and in many cases it 
seemed to me without reason, wh that I underto ck to keep an eye. 
out to see for myself tf thert was some truth in these sllesataons. 
And uh, uh, you know it was very upsetting. to have people accuse) 
this body of uh, of uh saving things + wnat were grossly untrue. And 
at just. SO happened that T had had ae of experience with ~."~- 
itary. ullet wounds uh during World War IT as an Army “1.toxr 
with the Third and Seventn Armies, and uh, it also happenéa that 
I.was invited to Dallas as a visiting professor in the matter of 
our cancer work shortly after the shooting of Président Kennedy, SO 
that I was abie to sit on the actual box in the actual window where 
Oswa a sat and see for myself uh that vh it ALDEared to be very 

whereas the critics were Sayin that It was un, you know, 
wel nigh impossible, uh that you ouldn't tire the gun that Past 
that the gun wasn’t that good and the amunition wasn't reli jable, 
and the fraocments of lead that were in the Prl.. uh Governor fon- 
nally’s A~reays were too many to be accountedtor by just the two 
grains of lead that were missing from the bullet, and all these pears 
And it immediately seemed to me that my medical research tecilitie 
uh, plus my army experience and my capability to procure some of | 
the actual rities n " used, and indeed, some of the 
actuai ammunition v sly like h [; and uh, on our tamily 
farm, my two sons, d ry and I se test system uh exactiy-— 
a mock-up you might say ef the Kennedy SHENINaTION:— and were able 
to Tire shots th, in... in practise. We CG Up about 500 rounds of 
this ammunition whereas the PBI had us about a hundred rounds. 
And in doing so, uh we demonstrated on me Lor sure, and that wes 
that the ammunition was perfectly reli and further, that meas 
rifle, un fired pertecotly satisfactort Un, teat With. eons 
erable practise, that we were able to to hit the target 1+} 
times in the uh,,, at the same distance Mr. Oswaid had sed. | 
that uh, uh the testing of the actual i material still avai 
to be tested ors’could still be tested age it very clear to 
that many of the, ot the ciritcisms unwarranted. i. say that J still had considerable ¢ do 
volved about such items as the el 
through President Kennedy's lai 
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I was permitted to see the actu 
un, I was very interested to obs 
eleanily, a. “wound qt entrance, un is er 
which is uh, resumed to be the wound o 

Nebel: um hmm. “ap eee ee 
Lattimer: And this settled immediate! 

I had as to the aécurscy of the s ent Ba the etits ts were 
traveling down hill from thé... from Oswald's perch up ae the. Sixth 
floor. So uh, I would say that was the immediate uh finding uh that 
I observed. Ana then uh, the other: thing that I looked fo1° uh to 
try and be sure that uh that uh what I presumed to be correct was 

Le he rear_hale, which is 

y this rather nagging fount that 
me 

indeed, correct was. uh any Sign _ that a bullet might have traveled 
through President Kennedy's body. ina transvers e SEEECi SoS in 
other words, a5 it. some body had been SSeS. ; im Fyrom the side. 
And uh I can say without any doubt, Sno s ef any wourid or 
any metal traces in the X-rays ot mats one or his. head uh to in- 
dicate that Ea bullet went +} Pom Ss 
So-calied grassy xnoiT that earbade taiks about, which was. off 
to the right side of the automobile. 

Nedel: Have you examined everything? 
Lattimer: Beg you pardon? 
Nebel: Have you examined all of the material in the archives. 
Lattimer: Yes. They let me examine everything I wanted to examine 

without any eee veCues And uh, as I aay, the_bullet fragments 
are all arranged in a direction as if the bullet entered from the 
fear and exited Tron the front of the body. And the one bullet i. ti Oc t, 
went through the neck, and the second one went through the right 
ide oi tne head, 

< 

Nebel: I would just leke to ask you this, Dr. Lattimer. Your specialty 
is urology. You're chair ae bf the Denartment of | Urology at Columbia 
Tor terayod te Cylilece aft renee elu e ENE UCU eee rater eee ~* wit VvVePoivy VLOLlLege O1 rnhysicians and surgeons. 

Lattimer: Right. 
Necel: Now, would yoy consider yourself to be an expert also in the 

_ field ot torensie pathology? 
Lattimer: Oh by_no means, uh_ by no means, I am, I am, my uh capabii-* 

ities here uh stem only trom the series of coincidences that I 

4 
fire the riiie wh 1%, yOu KNOW, was on the spot and that I'm able to 

demonstrations. Un but I do have available to me as the director 
ot & big research unit uh, experts in pathology, and experts in 
uh X-ray materials. Uh we have a big laboratory cies of ‘ail manner 
of equipment uh instantly available to me... - 

Nebel: um hnm 7 
Lattimer: So that I have a better capability than the ordinary cit- 

izen, let's say, pilus the fact tnat I fe ppen to own a lot of OS... 
ofthe exhibit material trom the Warren Commission Report, includ- 
ing the, the rifle scorebook of Mr. Oswald which demonstrates that 
he was a thoroughly competent morksman. Uh he was able to score 48, 
Ba of a, out or a possible 50 poles at LEIS the distance of uh the 
Kennedy shooting d Bo >, and with a much more 
difficult. rifle. nation of things uh 
that uh oykke me on. But let me sveak to 
this point about “ts. Un the three, three 
of the leading i the country nave exam-— 
ined this materi 
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medicine, and uh the Americ... the American pathologists groups. 
Uh, this is by no means just a statement of myself. My contrib- 
ution, as I say, stems trom these uh, this combination of circum- 
stances which un, as I say, make me able to add a little biit to the 
uh sum total of information. | 

Nebel: Well, doctor, let me ask you this question. Who were the for- 
ensic vatholliozists tuat Ramsey Clark appointed? ~ 

Lattimer: Well, I'm sorry IT do not have the uh list in front of me, 
but_I_can get it tor you : — ee 

Nebel: No, that would be unneces ary. The only... 
Lattimer: Daou can find this in the... in the... in the New York 

Times of uh 1968 and 69. i rn een 
Nebel: Um hmm. 
Lattimer : Uh... and as I said, this is a matter of record. But one of 

them was from Utah... the University of Utahz; one of em was from 
Keith's Western nose eves: Ghd one of them, 1 think the leading One s 
was the medical examiner of the State of Maryland. 

Nebel: Um hmm, | 7 
Lattimer: And uhm along with them was the wh, I think the chiet of X-ray, 

radiociogy trom uh John Hopk 7 
Nebel: Um hmm. 
Lattimer: And uh those ftevr men examined this material three or Your 

years ago and came to much the same conclusions I did. But in their 
report they stated it, and properly so, in very technical language. 
And as a conseauence uh, for instance wnen I reter to the tact that 
I was surprised and un interested to. see air in the tissues of 
President Kennedy's neck along the track oF the builet, uh what 
they stated was that there was subcuvan 1eous emphasema. Now, to ex~ 
perts, that's pertectly clear, but when your. you know, explaining 
TS Lease | due type Cf report, you've got to, ix you're... if you're 
Agee SEcd eee uees the uh lay rwader, you've got. to ‘explain 1 an 
vous gs 2e ai n tne tissues alongs the path of the bullet. As I say, 
as 1S, ite fact that T am not by any méayis “a forensic pathologist 
by trai: raining Ub, does not mean that the material has not been sub-" 
keoted - to their _beady—evye expert scrutiny. a 

Nebel: Well, let me ask you Sir. Ts there any possibility that 
he had Addison's Dise the material 

e 
t al that you feve seen? 
hat he....well, let me say that he 

ght thicxenine ot the tissues over the 
of people taking cortisone. 

Lattimer: Uh yes, I would j 
had a... a uh thickening 
Shoulders uh, which is typ: 

Nebel: Um hrom 
Lattimer: Uh, on the other han 

adrenal glands visible in 
who have Addison's Disease. 
uh scientific uh publication 
for some reason, @nd was ta 
Without much doubt. 

Nebel: Then you are satistied preseny m 
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deposited the bullet where it might be found. That... this is.just 
Yoolish to think easels s could be done. Theretore I think that 
tnere*s m9 deubl-atiall tnet -Oswa.d lees uh fired that bullet. Uh I 

4 guess that that's prett Ly conelusi to me. And plus the fact, you 
know that Oswald shot. a_policeman, “OFricer Tipp ett, uh without’ 
any doubt, And. ~aeein the (illeg S ulietst thas 

Oswald wen. they captured nim. knd these dh > thebe tht ngs all 
rit together without _ any doubt at, all 

Nebel: Well, Dr. Lattimer, nore other question that comes to my: mind. 
Isn't it “true that the pathologists that aliesSedly examined the body 
at the time of the assassination, that they were not torensic 
pathologists? 

Lattimer: That's correct 

Nebel: And isn't it rue that some ot the eviden 

Lattimer: Uh it, uh, I remembe 

tan 

Nebel: I ane nat e Ty if 
Lattimer: Well uh, ves I... I'm sure it was. $ a 

Nebel: Do you think there would be any value ¥ Bi 
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think that one of the pathologists, if my m ne correct— 
ly, destroyed his sketches? 

er reading something to that eftfert 
But uh, un I don't think... I... I have no idea whether that was 
un a preach of anything and,-or not. Bat it 2s omite- true that 

Sic pathologists was a the, one of the world's mest expert foren i . 
man named Rose, who was the forensic pathologist at the Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas, and who was... he just couldn't believe that 
they were going to take the body ee But I think probably there 
was such a, @ panic on, remember ng the precedence that we had with 
Lincoln where they did indeed — to kill the Viwe-President and 
the Secretary of State simultaneously with the President... 
el: Um hmm. 
timer: That un, for them to rush out uh. in this moment of norror 
was uh, was probably understandable. But I think it did lead to 
the fact that the Yorensic detaiis were indeed uh, uh obsvured, 
because, you know, if you take the body.thousands of miges away 
you don*t have immed jate contact even with the doctors who aid the 
resuscitation. And it did lead to the comes on over whether the 

of exit or entry because wound in the front of the neck 3 Was 2 1 wound 
the eee otomy uh hole they made to put the trache eotomy tube in 
at Bethesda--that was made, naturally rignt through the hole thet 
he already had, namely the bullet hole. And that did indeed uh, uh 
make it ditticult to interpret exactly what type of wound that had 
been. Now, as... as time went .n and in th... in this review of 
the... of the photographs, uh sort of by second sight, you wan see 
tee this uh Halo-like bruise around the wound of entry_o.! n the back, 
which clearly indicates that it's a wound ACHES “So that uh, uh, 
ae T think there were circumstances that en a 
little clearer uh™the forensic patholos the au- 
topsy right on the spot. as every... ail surgeons 
uh, expected hi 

one of the reasons why the eer LOReHSUC Cc 
uh, looked rather askance at us about this--uou io 
were a bit uh, dh, you know, less than sharp in th 
led this. ) 

Te hae cf Svea “e ro ee o "mecnyt or Dr. Nichols to come in? 
Lattimer: Oh, Milton Halpern is the w rid's finest forensic pathologist. 

1 a ‘ 1 cs ay Vy Of course, I say that with eftelial on 
that I learned what little I know 255 

Nebel: lm hmm. :
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Lattimer: And he would have been great. And as you imply, the... the 
forensic pathologists have a... an artistry all their own. And uh, 
uh it would have been wonderful if they... if either ot them had 
done it. 

Nebel: Well, thank you very much, Dr. Lattimer. I understand you're 
going to take a weél-earned vacation for a week or so. 

Lattimer: I wish it was. Tim uh, charman ot several committees, and I've 
got to work with them now, and uh, our research has to xeep on apace. 

Nebel: I'd like to have you on some night, if it's possible, to talk 
about urology. 

Lattimer: Veli, I'd bé delighted, because uh, you know, urological can- 
cer is the leading cause ot caneer deaths in men over 60.... 

Nebel: Thank you very much, Dr. Lattimer. 
Lattimer: Thank you. Bye. 
Nebel: Bye~bye, sir.


