Rubble of Commune Yields a Tape
- Of Cultists Dying, Jones Exhorting

ByJOSEPH B. TREASTER
SpecialtoThe New York Times

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 7— A
tape recording of part of the final night of
madness at Jonestown has been found
among the ruins of the jungle commune,
American Government sources disclosed
today.

At the same time, a Guyanese Govern-
ment official said that $2.5 millioh in cash
had also been recovered at Jonestown.

Children's shrieks pervade the tape
recording, the Americans said, and gun-
shots can be heard clearly in the back-
ground. .y

A transcript was not available, but the
Americans said that the baritone voice of
the Rev. Jim Jones dominated the
recording, at several points urging moth=
erstocalm their young, N

*‘He kept telling them, *Mothers, you
must keep your children under control,” **

an American said, paraphrasing the
recording. *‘They must die with
dignity.' "

Another American said: “He kept tell-
ing them to shoot the poisan down the
backs of their throats, to get it way down
in there. | guess he meant with the sy-
ringes.”

The Americans said that the recording
appeared to have been started shortly
after Mr. Jones gave the order for the
“revolutionary suicide,” and the first 10
die, mothers and children, had begun 1o
drink from the vat of poisoned soft drink. -

Hundreds of Recordings Kept

The recording of the death ceremony
went on one of hundreds of reel-to-reel
tapes and cassettes that Eovernment
forces-and Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion agents have recovered from the com-
mung, along with numerous cartons of di-
rectives, memorandums, receipts, com-
mentaries, contracts, deeds and letters.

These are believed to detail the bistory
of a community of more than 900 men,
women and children who followed the
charismatic Mr. Jomes from zealous
Christianity to faratical Socialism and,
finally, to death.

“Jones was a freak about’ keeping
records of what he did,” one American
said. “He put everything on paper or
tape. He apparently didn't learn his les-
son from Nixon."

The recording of the night of Nov. 18 is
believed to have been discovered by
Guyanese forces in a machine on the
stage of the commune’s pavilion, near the
heavy wooden chair from which Mr.
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Jones presided. The Guyanese are be.
lieved to have turned over the recording,
or a copy of it, to United States authori-
ties.

The tape recording appears to confirm
in large part statements made earlier by

several Jonestown survivors, The para- -
phrases offered today were in some in-
stances almost verbatim reiterations of

statements made by some of the survi-
vors.

Just how complete a picture of Jones-
town can be pieced together is an open
question because there appears to have
been widespread looting.

Guyanese Tells of Discoveries

By the time a group of more than 40 for-
¢ign journalists reached Jonestown, a
week after the night of Nov. 18, when the
cult members died, they found the tin-
roofed houses ringed by papers, clothing
and furniture that had been tossed from
windows, as though in a hasty process of
sorting.

There still seemed to be plenty of inter-
esting material, though, and the journal-
ists helped themselves. )

Inan interview at pelice headquarters,
Lommissioner Lloyd A. Barker said that
the $2.5 million in United States and
Guyanese currency had been found in a
chicken pen and at several other loca-
tions within the commune. He said it in-
cluded more than $500,000 that three
members of the cult had tried to take with
them in a suitcase when they fled as the
others were dying.

F.B.L. Team Visits the Scene

Commissioner Barker said he did not
know how much more money the People’s
Temple might have in the bank accounts
that it reportedly keptin Georgetown, the
Guyanese capital. He said that his offi-
cers had also confiscated 19 rifles and
shotguns and 13 handguns. Another
source said that thousands of rounds of
ammunition had also been found.

Four agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, in jeans and sunglasses,
went to Jonestown yesterday. They
Stopped first at the airfield at Port
Kaituma where Representative Leo J,
Ryan, Democrat of California, and four
other Americans were shot to death. The
twin-engine de Havilland Otter that the
Congressman's party had attempted to
board remained disabled there, The

fgents examined the bullet-riddled fuse-
age.
Th

picked t'ltzeir way a;:_tr:‘fs the :‘i]rﬂeld. The

sweep, It was reported, netted them two

-22-caliber shells, the metal jackets of

two high- wered slugs, frapments of

shotgun shells, a’ broken pair of eye.

gnlnsses and several bits of human skull
nes. .




