Sevmteenyears nﬂm-)oiml-‘. Kennetly - was
sunneddownmnnllas,h:smmdersﬁllhasnm
beensolved.'lheaccusedml.eeﬂarvey

| ambush behind a grassy knoll. -

fired the mysterious fourth bullet? Did he later

sel of the House Select Committee on Assassi-
the Mafia’s most sinister godfathers, Carlos

the plot to kill America’s 35th President.
Roselli had agreed to knock off Cubzn Pre-

Agency in hope that a grateful U.S. govern-
lwouldoverbnkhlsoemsimnl!ranaglu-

in the mob, Sam Giancana, and recruited the
killers from Santo Trafficante’s organization.”

lonsaﬂentfalled,andmypumtufthem
" led me to Roselli. In time, be cime to trust me
and to confide in me. He suggested that Traf-
ficante’s assassins had been captured by
Castro, who had turned them around under
torture and had directed them to kill John F.

theheﬂdml(ﬁed,mof'l‘mﬂimteshmd
triggermen fired the fatal shot from behind the'
grassy knoll. After Oswald was arrested, he

Roselli’s version ut the Kennedy hllmg,
which I made public, intrigued the House As-

mcwcmdtodehmkn]lihewnspnacy

_ cumstantial, case for the mob-did-it theory.

the assassination scene as acoustical evidence
of a fourth smoking gun. Who else fired that
mhcalfourﬂxsbohf!twam’tahttmanfm-&e

mob? The ewiencexsfarlessmdusxvnofa
conspu'acy by any other possible plotters. And
there 'is the haunting testimony of Roselli.
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calaxpertshavedﬁtectedafouﬂhﬁm.ﬁred,
ﬂ:eybeheve,bymtbnramﬂantmﬂmgm .

Did the late mobster John Roselli know who

confide the terrible secret tome before hisown ~ |
" violent death? G. Robert Blakey—Chief Conn- | ~us—the FBI
. but also 't

nations—believes so. He suspecis that two of
- Marcello and Santo Trafficante, were behind . .

) “mier Fide! Castro for the Central Intelligence
swns.ﬂedearedﬂxepm]eclmﬂ:hssupmnr.

1léarned about this Mission Impossible not -

‘xennedy Roselli- indicated that the plotters
- had recruited~Oswald; a sharpshoeter who
.conldn’t be traced to them. But to make sire -

bad to be eliminated to keep him from jmphi-
 cating:the mob. This confract was giventoa
localpunk,]ackknhy,whohadhﬂsto'l‘mf- .
ﬁcante C

~—a veteran of underworld investigations and
a'recognized expert on organized crime—bad - |

theories, but the. deeper he dug, the more he
» - hecame-convinced: that-glements of the mob
i o JishadiplottediKennedy’s/death. ; g
wf’”‘maknysﬁook,&wﬁtlen”wﬂhkichn‘rdmﬂm "
“and"‘éxcerjitéd: bere; makes  a:strong, if cir-.

" "The authors depend hedvily upon recorded
gtmﬂmpmkeduphyanopenpnlmemlkeat o

. —JACK ANDERSON

Ia’ mso

l'he Plot 'l'o I(ill the Pres

by G. Roborl: Blakey :
) "and Rlchard H. B!!IIngs

n our investigation, we had an abundance of
information to evaluate. There was the
evudence gathered by our Comrmttee and by
g govemment bodtes that had ‘gone_before

the Warren Commission pnncnpal!y
Kefauver Committee, the McClellan
Commlttee and the Church-Committee, to name only
_‘'some of them, We also assessed the assassination
" Tterature four bibliography consisted of 1021 titles).
But the known facts needed the mucilage of a theory;

"they had to Be held together by a coherent view of
Lyvhathappenedeallas

" How sound was our conclusion that orgamzed

‘V'cm'ne was responsnble for the assassmatton of
.l‘hePrestdent? T

- While the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald by }ack

E ‘Ruby had all of the eannarks,of a'gangland slaying{a

key witness shot down by a shadowy figure at close
range in‘public), that was not the case in the assas-

“'sination of the President. Nevertheless, the classic
" pattern might be altered when it was necessaiy to

hldethetruenamreofﬂiemurder as in the assassi-
nation of a highJevel govemment official. Someone

“with, notraceablebestoi:hemobwould beselected
‘to make the hit. Heprobablywouldnutbeaprofa—

sionalkiller, and he would not be told enough ﬂ\athe
could tie'the mob to the murder in the event hewas
caught:’ Usually, the assassin himself would bBemur-
dered shortly after the hif.

" Generally speakmg, ofhceholders who have been

 victims of organized crime violence served at a rela-
tlvely low level of govemment, and they have been

in close contact wnth the'underworld. There was al-

-ways. a motwe for the killing— either the official was
| .inhot pursmt ‘of the underworld flguresm/hoordered

his killing, or he had somehow beén compromised by
them. Obwously, President Kennedy was not a low-

“level public Sfficial. His Administration was, how-

ever, in dogged pursurt of underworld figures, as the
anticrimé program of ‘Attomney General Robert F.
Kennedy with the' full backing of the President,
marked asharpdeparhx re from’ the past. 'lhatthe

i fi

; vmobhad*ﬂne otV sedmedt beyondsenousquemm :

: ,_ateforwhansdone in'the line of duty. On the other

*hand, itis just agwell understood by prosecutors and
police that there is a line that misst not be crossed.

- You are ali right, it is said, 1ust as long as you do not

“sleep wuth theni”—~that is, you do not take favors,
either money or sex. For the prosecutor or cop or

1 -other government ‘offi cial who does cross the line
and then takes actlon agamst them retahat:on S

awalts
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Rumshadcnrculatedforyearsofacm:ecm;n
between-loc.phl'.l(.nnodg the President's

“'father, and organized crime. Not long before he died

" in1973, mobster Frank Costello told author Peter

Maasthathehadbeenmﬂ)ehquorbusmessmﬂl

:. Kennedy in the 1930s— before the repeal of Prohibi-

. tion, which would have made it illegal. Costello had,

: he said, “helped Kennedy become wealthy.” There

."

5
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had been a falling-out since then, apd Costello was
*" deeply angered over the 1 way Kennedy had snubbed

,”. ‘him. As expected, the Kennedy fam:ly maintained

that there was nothing in the elder Kennedy’s busi-

: ness records to show a relationship with Costello or
3 'thathewasmvolvedmrllega!lyunpocﬁnghquor'”'

It is doubtful that a relationship between- ‘Joseph
Kennedyandﬂ\eundemorid,evemhthadmswd,

wwldhavedmemeﬂmancoiorattmdmhoward 1
the President. Standing alone, it would hardly be.
i~ enough to make assassination thinkable. 1

In November 1959, Judith c-mpboll—a

25-year-old, dark-haired divorcae who, though pret- -
: tyenoughtobeastaﬂetandundevconbactm

WarnetBroﬂmep MGM, and Universal, had never
. made it in the’movies—met Frank Sinatra and

.. began an affair with him. Sinatra was at the time

leaderofﬁte"RatPad:,"afast—Imng bunch of actors

. andentertametswlnseescapadsatb'actedanum-

- ber of hangers-on, including John Roselli, a LasVegas
flgune who represented the interests of the Cl'ncago

- _mobmﬁneDesertlnnaﬁdd:eSmrdust.

On Sunday evening, Feb. 7, 1960, ashewassﬂtmg

' at Sinatra’s table in the Sands Lounge in Las Vegas,

* John Kennedy was introduced by Sinatra to Judith

" Campbell, and a refationship began. They miet again '

- Beach, and at the White House. ﬂieywetealsom

on March 7 at the Plaza Hotel in New York City,
.which was the first contact involving intimacy, ac-

i cording to Campbell. During the affair, which con-

- tinued until March 22, 1962, there were repeated
“liaisons in Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Chicago, Palm

regular contact by telephone.

- At'the same timie, Campbell wasm contactwrﬂu
number of shady individuals—with Paul “Skinny"
- 'D’Amato, a New Jersey underworld figure who re-
portedly represented Sam Giancana's interests at the
Cal-Neva Lodge in Lake Tahoe, Nevada; with john
Roselli; and with Giancana hlmself Itwas an investi-
- gation of Roselli thatbrwghtCamphll tothe atten-
tion of the FBI. -

OnMarch22 1962, J. Edgarl'loovorlunched

- with the President. White House records showed that

3‘: last contact with Campbell occurred later that
Y.

Campbell had been introduced to Sam' Gtancana .

by Frank Sinatra at the Fontainebleau Hotel in Mlarm
Beach on March 28, 1960. She claimed she was not_

* intimate with Giancana for fnore than a vearand a

half, butshe acknowledged meeting with him several

- times while she was “dating” the President. Onmore -

than one occasion, she saw Giancana lrnmedlately

o e oontmued.

beforeorafterbemgw‘ﬂ"(m

Kemedy’s relationship with Camphell was qmte

>“poss|b|yof51gmfwcancemﬂ1respecttotheassa&
:smnmCampbellcmrcededmherbod(ﬂiatper-
1 “haps she had beéen ised [by Gidncanal almost from

the begirining”:As mobster Mickey Cohen put it to

-} his biographer: Frank [Sinatra] g6tz::{Kennedy] afl the
‘ “broads he could ever have used. And these girls were

not unknowns. They were all starlets....” From the
" mob’s point of view, Kemledyhadbeencompro-

* | mised. He had crossed the line. -

Our eonclusion that efements of orgamzed crime

. | participated in- the plot to assassinate President
| Kennedy was independently confirmed by informa-

tion that Johin Rosefll, the mob figure, secretly pro-:

) vided to Jack Anderson; the sydicatei colum-
| nist, between early 1967 and-Aug. 7; 1976, when Ro-

sellf's body was found in an oil-drum floating in Dum-

i | foundling Bay near North Miami Beach, Florida,

-In May 1966 the FBI threatened to deport Roselli

" |ounless he cooperated in its investigation of Mafia

activities, Roselli contacted Sheffield Edwards, who
as director of the CIA’s Office of Security had been
“one of the planners-of the Castro assassination plots.
Edwards notified the FB! that Roselli wanted to

T F"keepsquareWMtl'ieBureau"buthewasafrmdhe

would be killed for “talking” . , .
Itwasdm'mgthspermd{MardlmnﬁntDrew

‘| Pearson arid Jack Anderson published a report that

Fidel Castro had ordered the assassination of

"1 President Kennedy in retaliation for the CIA-Mafia

plots. The information had apparently come from
Edward P. Morgan, a lawyer for Robert Maheu, the
- CIA-Mafia go-between. Roselh, tlruughMaheu had

1 ‘also.contacted Morgan.

B 4 Roselhandfwrassoc:a!awetecawmdon

pe

‘Pec. 2, 1968; of organizing a scheme to cheat in card

" | ‘games at the exclusive Friars Club in Beverly Hills.

‘Hewas sentenced tofive'years.in thefederal peniten-
tiary at McNeil Island, Washington. ~ -
"~ Following his release from McNeil Island in 1973,

‘| Roselli was in diréct touch-with-Anderson. Bit by bit

" over the next two years, Roselli, according to Ander-
son, confided to'fim what he knew about the Ken-
nédy assassination, on the condmon that Anderson
_not reveal his identity. The details that Roselli sup-

7 plied in their face-to-face meetings, according to

Anderson, linked the Mafia directly‘to the assassina-
tion. It was the work of Cubans connected to Santo
“rafficants, according . to Roselli, and Lee
MHarvey Oswald had been recruited asa decoy.
Oswald may have fired at the President, but the fatal
shot was fired from close range. Once Oswald was
captured, the mob amanged to have him killed by
Jack Ruby, who, Roselli told Anderson, had not
been in on thé assassination-itself. (Anderson told us
that Roselli had characterized Ruby- as just a

T “punk ™) Rosellisaid it was also his théory that Castro

"was behind the assassination. Hé said he kniew that a

tured and tortured;. and he believed that Castro
:might have formed analliance with Trafﬁcante tokill
Kennedy

"% In making a- credlblhty assessment, we were

impressed by the fact that certain aspects of Roselli's
account came tellingly close to what we knew to be
1 the truth.” An important aspect ~of Roselli's
statements to Anderson—the fact that the fatal shot

.

- team that had been sent to kill Castro had been cap- -
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knoll unless he had inside information. .

- Welean'nedfromﬂieanalysvsofﬁeam.lsh(sew-

denceﬂlatﬂieshctfmmﬂlegrassyknoll,ﬁredsome
* 111 feet from the limousine, preceded the'fatal head

’ shot, which was fired by Oswald from the Texas
‘SchoolBookDeposrtcuybylessﬂmnsevenﬁvﬁnsofi

a second. The gunman behind the picket fence on

* ‘the knoll could not have heard the report_of '

Oswald's rifle due to the neéar-simultaneous sound of
" his own weapon. He had watched as Qswald fired

*- the first two shots—missing completely on the first -

rand just wounding the President on the . second.
"‘ﬂlen,ashésqueezedﬂlemgger the President’s head
exploded, so he must have believed—and have told
.he men who sent him.to Dealey Plaza—that it was

4"hxsshotthatkntledﬂrePrwdentRoselh’sreportﬂlat .
* heard the news from Dallas. Latethataﬂemoon.he
.was_with Edwin Guthman, his press assistant. “1 -
.ﬁ\oughtﬁmeymlghtgetoneofm he said, “but Jack, |
'afterallhe’dbeenﬂ'lrwgh.neverwomedaboutn. -

" 1 thought it waild be me.” -t

. Kennedy was killed by a close-range ambush there-

forehadthenngofms&demformahontoﬂ,mfor :
. mation that could. only- have originated wrth the
. ; gunman himself. -

E 'I'hesamewastmeofRosell(s:mmﬁ\atCubans
. were Oswald's co-conspirators, since Oswald did, in
fact,haveammberofassocxabonsmﬁCumehe

" efforts of the Warren Commission to dismiss these .

associations seemext to us to be strained and artifi-

cial. Takentogeﬂlerm&:ﬂ)efactofﬂxeseca‘idmi

* man and the Roselli account of how Oswald was re-
. cmﬁedbyCubanamtsofSantoTrafﬁcantgﬁley

.. formed a pattern, we believed, that could be stitched
-mtnafapeshydeplctmgtheuuemmmofﬂ'ep!ot )

Roselrmadetwoappea:amsbefmeﬂlechxrdl .

. _Committee. On June 24, 1975, hetoldmdelal!ofhls”
- part in the CIA-Mafia plots, and 10 months later, on
. April 23,1976, he was grilled about his Castr6 retalia-

tion theory. HetoldﬂleGmrchCmmutteednthe

hadnoevndencetomppomtltwasfollwmgkosel- B
I's appearance on June 24, 1975, that a contract for .

h:smurderwasapprouﬁbythenahonalorgamzed

crime commission, accord’ngtoNncholasGageof -
The New York Ttms who said his information came °

) ﬁmnaMaflaﬁgmewl‘nwasmaposIhontokw
" If Roselli was killed for what he knew about the

assassination, and if the killing was. relztedtnihe,

ClA-Mafia plms what about the murder of Sam

Glanwn,umohadcometoMnamuonSeptZ&

. 1960, toplottheassassmat»onof(lastrowrﬁkoseﬁr

" and Trafficante? Like Roselli, Giancana was being -

.. pursued by the authorities in the permdfollowmgﬂ\e
ClA-Mafia plots.

1n 1974, Giancana appeared before the grand !U"V :

_ on four occasions and met with federal investigators
- three other'times, but according to Peter Vaira, the
chief of the Department of Justice Strike Force in

", Chicago in 1974, he was evasweanduncoopembve
Privately, -Giancana told friends - he would do

anything to keep from “rotting in jail,” butheassured
mob leaders that he was not cooperating.”

OnThursday, ]u!y19 1975, staffrepresentatlvesof,

“the Church Committee arrived in Chicago to arrange
for Giancana’s appearance in Washington to testify
about the CIA-Mafia assassination plots. That eve-
ning Giancana was in his basement with someone he

”apparentlyknewandmxsted_Aswrﬂ\ﬂ)ePreﬂdem,m_

3 hadbeenflredflmnclosel'an@—wasnotslwwnto'_
" ife. ButC:ancanawasshatalsomthenns&land
Ineck—sevenhrnsmall '

nfil our investigation in 1978. Roselli could not, in-. "

slmt,havebeenawareofdiefactofashtfmﬁ!e '

wasah:lletmthebackofd\eheadﬂn&adadhts

David Shippers, diegmmunentlawyenﬂntad
pursued Giancana, thought he.had been silenced.

. "Whenﬁ\eresahrthkeﬂmsme—sh)tsm&eface

‘and throat,” Shippers .observed, “it is typical of a
‘Mafioso k:llmg—mthethuattoshowyodvebwn
mhngmﬂxnﬂanshmymwuftm&my
‘more.” Yet it was unclear what Giancana might have
been talking about—mob activities in Chicago, the
ClA-Mafia plots, the assassination of President Ken-.
‘nedy? Members of Giancana's family thought they
knew. One of his daughters, Antoinette, insisted that
her father had been killed “bythesamepeople
-esponsxbleforknlhngﬂ\el(enmdy& o

On Nov. 22, 1963, Attomey General Robert F.
Kennedy presided -over an organized-aime ,

) meehngattendedbyi(ennedv’ssemorstaff andUS.

attomeysfromarwndmecount:y He was at
Hickory Hilt, his Virginia estate, for lunch, when he

'l'hosewhoknewkobertl(ennedybentalkedof

- the depths of his suffering during this.period. Many f

‘also'speculated that there was more to it than merely
the loss of his brother. A.r&mMSchlwngerjt..for
example, reported a conversation with Xennedy on

"Dec. 9, 1963, when he said that there could be -
.msenousdwbtﬁlatOswaldwasmvolved,butﬁlere b

wasstlllargzmlentashowhe&erhehaddoneitbv
lnmseiforaspartofalargerpbt“wheﬂlerorgan—

'lzedbyCashoorbvgangsters. Kennedy knew -

abouttheClA-Mahaplots.Couldﬁneyhaveledto

‘rehllabon? |

On Sept. 28, 1978 asoufpubhc hearmgswete B
drawing to a close, the final witness before our Com- -
'mltteewasmm'.crﬂnn,whomm -

was one of two Warren Commiission attoreys re-
spomlbleforﬂxekubyaspectofthe investigation.
judgecnfﬁnputhssﬁngeronacruoalfact,one

often overlooked in analyses of the President’s .
death: the great problem of obtammg “oroof of
conspiracy” in a free society. He directed our Com-

mittee’s attention to the “reality that under the
Amencansystemofcml liberties and the require-
ment[foracnmmlconwchon]ofproofbeyonda

, }easonable doubt ... itis virtually impossible to pros-

ecute or uncover a well-conceived and well-
executed conspiracy.”. Almost prophetically, Judge

Griffin said: ’nvefwsuccessful--.[proseamonsofa :
. "almost always result -
from accidental dtscover[ies].{’ That explained,.he -
suggested, why our sociéty had “almost totally failed
in its efforts ... to’ proseo.lte the’ orgamzed com-

sophisticated consmnaqi]

mission of crime.”
“Itwas drfﬁcultmd:sag'ee wrtb)udge Grifﬁrfsper—
ceptxve comments. Yet there is another point that

" must be made. Truthhasawayoftakmgcaleof
jtself. Chaucer said it well, as ouf mvestxganon :
»showed: Murderwullmt A R 4
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